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Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU Biodiversity strategy to 2020

How can poor people benefit 
more from biodiversity? Through 
which type of initiatives and 
at which scales? Which social, 
environmental and governance 
factors are needed?

Did you know?

The EU  

funds  

a project implemented  

by UNEP 
to restore vital water 
catchments in the Mau forest,  
the most important source of 
water for human consumption  

in �Western 
Kenya

Mangroves provide  

protection to over  

90%  
of Guyana’s population.  
 The EU is providing  

€4.2 million  
for an innovative  
Sector Budget Support for 

sustainable 
coastal  
protection through  
mangrove management 

Fact 1
The EU supports sustainable management of 
fisheries and integrated coastal management plans, 
reducing poverty through improved livelihoods

Fact 2
The EU has developed risk and impact 
assessment tools to “biodiversity proof”  
and to improve the ecological performance  
of EU development cooperation actions

Fact 3
The EU supports community-based projects 
aiming to moving towards a greener agriculture 
with sustainable practices and quality products

  The European Union supported the activities of Gaia 
Amazonas in Colombia for more than 20 years. Thanks to these 
efforts, there are now 185 indigenous reserves that occupy a 
surface area of 26 million hectares, the equivalent of 54.18% of 
the country’s total Amazon territory...  
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The European Commission has developed an interactive 
world map which provides a user friendly platform to get 
an easy access to the Commission activities in the areas 
of Biodiversity at country and sector levels.  
Visit it at http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/biodiversity-actions

‘Biodiversity proof’ EU development cooperation

The European Union will continue to systematically screen its 
development cooperation action to minimise any negative impact on 
biodiversity, and  undertake Strategic Environmental Assessments  
 and / or Environmental Impact Assessments  for actions likely to 
have significant effects on biodiversity. 

...and more Initiatives:
Programme for Conservation  
and Rational Utilization of Forest 
Ecosystems in Central Africa (ECOFAC)
(Central Africa)
Aichi Targets 7, 12, 18

Ecosystem-based adaptation  
projects under the Global  
Climate Change Alliance (GCCA)
(31 countries, Least Developed 
Countries (LDC) and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS))
Aichi Target 15

Wealth Accounting and the  
Valuation of Ecosystem  
Services programme (WAVES)
(Botswana, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Madagascar and the Philippines)
Aichi Target 2

Public Private Partnerships (PPP)  
for a sustainable management  
of protected areas 
(Chad (Zakouma National Park) and 
Congo (Virunga National Park))
Aichi Targets 11, 12, 20

BEST (Biodiversity and  
Ecosystem Services in Territories  
of European Overseas Entities) 
(the Pacific, Caribbean, 
and Indian Ocean)
Aichi Target 14

Future of Reefs in a Changing 
Environment (FORCE)
(Caribbean)
Aichi Target 10

CAFNET programme (Connecting 
Environmental Services and Market 
Values of Coffee Agroforestry)
(Coffee agro-forest regions in Central 
America, East Africa and India)
Aichi Target 7

IUU Regulation (Fighting against  
Illegal Unreported and  
Unregulated fishing)
(European Union)
Aichi Target 6

SCIFISH programme (Scientific Support 
for Oceanic Fisheries Management) 
(Western and Central Pacific Ocean)
Aichi Target 6

Several Payment for ecosystem services 
(PES) projects such as the programme 
Environmental Governance to Prevent 
Deforestation and Promote Forest 
Conservation of the Colombian Amazon
(Colombia)
Aichi Targets 14, 18, 20

Clima East 
(EU Eastern neighboring countries)
Aichi Target 15

Capacity development for effective  
use of ecosystem assessment 
(Developing countries)
Aichi Targets 11, 14, 15, 19
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Our life insurance, our natural capital
       Biodiversity for Development - The European Union Biodiversity Strategy to 2020

Nowadays the Amazon indigenous people develop local projects that enable 
them to solve their own problems; they are organized into Associations of 
Traditional Indigenous Authorities and they participate in the negotiation of  
public policies, among other activities.

goal
A

Mainstreaming

goal
B

Sustainable U
se

goal

C
Sa

feguarding 

Ecosyste
ms a

nd 

Biodiversit
y

goalDEnhancing  

Benefits

Us
e 

of
 N

at
ur

al
  

Re
so

ur
ce

s

In
ce

nt
iv

es

Integ
ra

tion

A
w

arenessResource M
obilization

Biodiversity 
Knowledge

Traditional Knowledge

National Biodiversity 

Strategies

Access a
nd  

Benefit Sh
arin

g

Bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

& 

Ca
rb

on
 S

to
ck

s

Es
se

nt
ia

l E
co

sy
st

em
 

Se
rv

ic
es

A
gricultural Biodiversity

Preventing Extinctions

Protected Areas

Vulnerable Ecosystems

Invasive Alien Species

Pollution
Areas Under Sust.  

Management

Su
sta

inable Fish
erie

s

Lo
ss

 o
f H

ab
ita

ts

go
al

E
En

ha
nc

in
g 

 
Im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm     Dr. Thomas Koetz: thomas.KOETZ@ec.europa.eu

2008

160 000 000

2009

250 000 000

2010

260 000 000

In Europe, almost a quarter of 

wild species are now threatened 

with extinction

EU Biodiversity 

Strategy to 2020

EN

D
ec

em
be

r 2
01

1

 P
rin

te
d 

on
 re

cy
cl

ed
 p

ap
er

 th
at

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
aw

ar
de

d 
th

e 
eu

 e
co

-la
be

l f
or

 g
ra

ph
ic

 p
ap

er
 (h

tt
p:

//
ec

.e
ur

op
a.

eu
/e

co
la

be
l)

Biodiversity
 Biodiversity – the extraordinary variety of ecosystems, species and genes that surround 

us – is not only important in its own right, it also provides society with a wide range 

of ecosystem services upon which we depend, such as food, freshwater, pollination, 

protection against floods, etc...

 Biodiversity is however in crisis. In Europe, almost a quarter of wild species are now 

threatened with extinction and the majority of ecosystems are degraded to the point 

where they are no longer able to deliver their valuable services. This degradation 

represents enormous social and economic losses for the EU.

 Key drivers of biodiversity loss, such as habitat change, overexploitation of natural 

resources, the introduction and spread of invasive alien species and climate change, 

have increased, offsetting the positive effects of actions to stem biodiversity loss.

 In May 2011, the European Commission adopted a new strategy that lays down the 

framework for EU action over the next ten years in order to meet the 2020 biodiversity 

headline target set by EU leaders in March 2010. 

 The strategy is built around six mutually supportive targets which address the main 

drivers of biodiversity loss and aim to reduce the key pressures on nature and 

ecosystem services in the EU. Each target is further translated into a set of time-bound 

actions and other accompanying measures.

 The strategy will be implemented through a Common Implementation Framework 

involving the European Commission and Member States in partnership with key 

stakeholders and civil society. It is underpinned by a solid EU baseline on the state 

of biodiversity and ecosystems in Europe which will be used as a basis for 

monitoring progress. 

 The EU will also continue to play an active role at the international level, helping to 

ensure the global biodiversity commitments adopted at the 2010 Conference of Parties 

to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan, are met.

EU 2050 vision

By 2050, European Union biodiversity and 

the ecosystem services it provides – its 

natural capital – are protected, valued 

and appropriately restored for 

biodiversity’s intrinsic value and for their 

essential contribution to human well-

being and economic prosperity, and so 

that catastrophic changes caused by the 

loss of biodiversity are avoided. 

EU 2020 headline target

Halting the loss of biodiversity and the 

degradation of ecosystem services in the 

EU by 2020, and restoring them in so far as 

feasible, while stepping up the EU 

contribution to averting global 

biodiversity loss. 

Supporting a climate for change 

The EU and developing 
countries working together

2010

Annual Report 2011 on the European Union’s developm
ent and external assistance policies and their im

plem
entation in 2010

2011
Annual 

report
on the European Union's 

development and external 

assistance policies and their 

implementation in 2010

The eu Biodiversity Strategy to 2020
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Biodiversity-related ODA from EU budget, not 
including additional individual contributions from 

Member States; Based on internal European 
Commission accounting methodology.

 

Aichi Target 1, 18 (C )
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Aichi Target 4 ( B)
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