International Day for Biological Diversity 2007

(22 May, 2007)

“Biodiversity and Climate Change”

Message of Minister Marina Silva

(translation – Oliver Hillel)
The spirit of Curitiba, and our collective efforts, have helped to implement the agreements of the Convention on Biological Diversity and those of the MOP 3, based on the concept of the autonomy of Parties in relation to the principle of common but differentiated responsibility in international agreements. However, we still need to make an additional concerted and global effort to reduce the significant implementation deficit in the CBD’s 2010 goal of reducing the rates of loss in biodiversity. 

In these 2 years in which Brazil has led the Convention, we’ve worked along four guidelines: 

· we need to work hard on a feasible international regime on access to biodiversity;

· we need to facilitate the sharing of benefits from the use of biodiversity;

· the issue of biodiversity needs to cut across all levels of policy and strategy;

· and we need to increase regional and global cooperation. 

With these measures, we will mobilize resources to address the serious implementation deficit of the CBD, and allow Parties to promote the sustainable use of biodiversity, so that natural resources can be protected through the generation of benefits, in a virtuous cycle: sustainable use, sharing of benefits and more conservation. 

This is the vision we want to highlight on the International Biodiversity Day: conservation, sustainable use, and benefit sharing. With this, we’ll be fostering a virtuous cycle that, aside from protecting biodiversity, will allow us to increase synergies with other Conventions and to contribute to the protection of natural resources and the long-term management of ecosystems and environmental services. 

