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INTRODUCTION 

1. At the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing, in decision NP-3/3, Parties requested the Executive 

Secretary to continue to implement and administer the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House by 

following the goals and priorities for the further implementation and administration of the Access and 

Benefit-sharing (ABS) Clearing-House contained in the annex to the decision. Goal 1 of the “goals and 

priorities” annexed to decision NP-3/3 relates to increasing the population and use of the ABS Clearing-

House, providing training, and raising awareness of the ABS Clearing-House in relevant international 

forums dealing with ABS-related issues. 

2. With the above decision in mind, the Secretariat organized, with the generous support of the Japan 

Biodiversity Fund, a half-day in-person workshop on the ABS Clearing-House in the margins of the fourth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on 

Access and Benefit-sharing. 

3.  The workshop, held on 11 December 2022, was attended by 45 participants, including Parties, 

indigenous peoples and local communities, businesses, and research institutions. The workshop was 

conducted in English. 

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP 

4. Mr. Matthew Dias, Programme Officer at the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

opened the workshop at 9.30 a.m. on Sunday, 11 December. He welcomed participants, thanked Japan for 

financially contributing to the workshop, and introduced the German Nagoya Protocol HuB (GNP-HuB) 

team, which would be helping to facilitate the group work during the breakout session. He also thanked 

participants for attending the workshop despite the many activities that were happening in connection to 

the meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol 

on Access and Benefit-sharing.  

ITEM 2. REGISTRATION SURVEY RESULTS AND AGENDA 

5. Mr. Dias presented an overview of the organization of the workshop and its primary goal, which 

was to provide an opportunity for a diverse group of ABS Clearing-House stakeholders to discuss their 

needs and challenges related to the ABS Clearing-House and to collectively think about potential solutions 

and improvements.  

6. Mr. Dias presented the results of a registration survey that was completed by 125 potential 

participants. The 14-question survey was used to understand who would be participating and their interests.  

7. Based on the survey, Mr. Dias informed participants that the workshop content would focus 

primarily on the following issues: (a) concerns about the reliability and lack of national information 

published on the ABS Clearing-House, particularly on procedures to access genetic resources and/or 
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associated traditional knowledge; (b) lack of understanding on monitoring utilization through the ABS 

Clearing-House, including the functioning of checkpoints, and the implementation of compliance-related 

provisions of the Nagoya Protocol; and (c) new and improved ABS Clearing-House features and 

developments. A detailed summary of survey responses can be found in annex I below. 

ITEM 3. OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAGOYA PROTOCOL 

8. Mr. Dias then introduced Mr. Taukondjo Shikongo, Senior Programme Management Officer and 

head of the ABS Unit at the Secretariat. Mr. Shikongo highlighted that the ABS community has been 

steadily growing and provided some statistics related to the Nagoya Protocol ratification. He mentioned 

that to date the Nagoya Protocol had 138 ratifications/accessions, representing about 70 per cent of the 

number of Parties to the Convention. He also noted that 18 countries were currently in the process to ratify 

the Protocol, and 27 others had indicated their intention to ratify.  

9. Mr. Shikongo outlined the key steps needed for Parties to operationalize the Protocol, which 

included (a) establishing institutional structures such as national focal points (NFP), competent national 

authorities (CNA) and checkpoints (CP); (b) establishing and/or revising legislative, administrative or 

policy measures on ABS; and (c) ensuring that all relevant national information was made available on the 

ABS Clearing-House. He stressed that sharing national information on the ABS Clearing-House was an 

obligation for Parties and highlighted the total number of national records published in it. For instance, 

132 countries had published information on competent national authorities, 124 countries had published at 

least one national ABS measure, and at least 4,369 internationally recognized certificates of 

compliance (IRCCs) had been published by 24 countries. 

10. Mr. Dias complemented the presentation by highlighting that the Protocol was still young and that 

some Parties were still at early stages of their implementation of the Protocol, and therefore relevant 

information might not yet exist or might need to be updated before being made public on the ABS Clearing-

House. However, he also highlighted that based on the information provided in the interim national reports 

on the implementation of the Protocol, many Parties indicated that they had available information such as 

permits, measures and procedures that had not yet been published in the ABS Clearing-House.  

11. Mr. Dias stressed the importance of sharing national information, particularly on ABS procedures 

and on legislative, administrative or policy measures (ABS measures). He highlighted that only 19 Parties 

had made use of the ABS procedures common format. He also clarified that there were several types of 

ABS measures that governments could publish.  

12. He also noted that some types of ABS measures had been little used and stated that, for example, 

no “community protocols or customary laws” had been published as ABS measures and only five countries 

had published “explanatory information” as ABS measures.  

13. Mr. Dias acknowledged that related information, such as on community protocols, customary laws, 

and explanatory and guidance type information, had been made available in the reference record category.  

14. He emphasized that, when possible, it was important that all relevant available information related 

to understanding and navigating a country’s ABS legal framework, including all types of ABS measures,1 

ABS procedures, and national model contractual clauses, be published as national records.  

15. On this topic several participants voiced questions and experiences; one participant mentioned that 

it was very important to have a clear understanding of the Protocol’s requirements related to establishing 

and revising effective ABS measures. To respond to this specific concern, Mr. Dias suggested that a good 

starting point would be to go through the Nagoya Protocol e-learning modules, developed by the Secretariat 

with support from the Japan Biodiversity Fund, which covered the establishment of legal frameworks. 

These modules are available at https://scbd.unssc.org/course/index.php?categoryid=4. 

                                                      
1 Types of ABS measures include policy/strategy/action plans, laws, regulatory or administrative measures, national or domestic 

guidelines, explanatory information, community protocols and procedures, customary laws, and others. 

https://absch.cbd.int/en/
https://absch.cbd.int/en/
https://scbd.unssc.org/course/index.php?categoryid=4
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16. Continuing the discussion on ABS measures, another participant shared a recent study that had 

been done to review and contrast Brazilian ABS laws with other laws from around the world. The study 

has been made available on the ABS Clearing-House at https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/VLR/ABSCH-

VLR-SCBD-262696.  

17. Another participant requested clarification on whether community protocols and customary laws 

could be published without the permission from the Government. To this, Mr. Dias responded that reference 

records could be published by anyone without the need for Government approval; however, he noted that 

if the information had been approved or endorsed by the Government and was related to the national ABS 

legal framework then it was important to ensure that it was published as a national record when appropriate.  

18. Mr. Dias then suggested that Governments and others submitting reference records review 

information on the ABS Clearing-House related to their country periodically, such as “community protocols 

and procedures and customary laws” and “model contractual clauses, codes of conduct, guidelines, best 

practices and/or standards”, in case they might better be published as national records.  

19. Mr. Dias went on to present information related to monitoring utilization and the compliance 

provisions under the Protocol. He highlighted several key findings and challenges from the Global 

Capacity-building Workshop on Monitoring the Utilization of Genetic Resources under the Nagoya 

Protocol, held in Bonn from 30 September to 2 October 2019. The findings were also aligned with the 

information provided in the survey responses. In the survey, 68 of the 125 responses requested that the 

workshop focus on monitoring utilization, highlighting a lack understanding on this topic. The responses 

to the survey question related to challenges pointed to a lack of understanding on the roles of checkpoints, 

internationally recognized certificates of compliance, and checkpoint communiqués, as well as a lack of 

capacity for some Parties to implement the Protocol’s system for monitoring utilization of genetic resources 

and compliance-related provisions. Several responses also called for further capacity-building on issues 

related to monitoring utilization, such as developing effective and enforceable ABS contracts that included 

provisions for monitoring utilization, and other possible ways, beyond the scope of the Protocol, to monitor 

the use of genetic resources abroad and prevent biopiracy. 

ITEM 4. ACTIVITY AND DISCUSSION: ROLES, NEEDS AND CHALLENGES OF 

ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING STAKEHOLDERS 

20. To introduce the workshop’s group activity, Mr. Dias highlighted that the two main goals of the 

ABS Clearing-House were (a) to share information that can facilitate access to genetic resources and 

associated traditional knowledge and (b) to share information that can facilitate monitoring of utilization of 

genetic resources outside the provider’s jurisdiction; these goals were directly correlated with many of the 

main challenges reported by participants in the registration survey.  

21. Mr. Dias proceeded to introduce Ms. Amber Scholz from GNP-HuB, who gave a short overview 

of the objectives of the project, which focuses on raising awareness among German users of genetic 

resources in the academic research field and supporting compliance with the Nagoya Protocol. She shared 

with the group that the project had been recently extended, which might allow them to pursue opportunities 

to increase their capacity-building activities and support countries to develop and improve facilitated ABS 

procedures, to develop user-friendly communications material, as well as to raise awareness to support 

compliance among non-commercial users of genetic resources internationally. 

22. Participants were then asked form two groups. One group focused its discussion on issues related 

to facilitating and improving the available information, particularly related to access procedures, while the 

other group dealt with issues related to monitoring utilization and compliance. The group discussions were 

facilitated by members of GNP-HuB and representatives of the Secretariat. During the group discussion, 

participants were encouraged to share their own circumstances related to the levels of capacity, resources, 

and agency they had to implement the Protocol in their countries, in order to collectively gain a more 

nuanced understanding of capacity-building needs, challenges, and possible solutions. 

23. Following the group work, facilitators were asked to present summaries of their discussions back 

to the entire group. A summary including the reports of both groups is compiled below. 

https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/VLR/ABSCH-VLR-SCBD-262696
https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/VLR/ABSCH-VLR-SCBD-262696
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A. Challenges 

24. Reported challenges included the following: 

(a) Lack of practical and user-friendly national information, especially to help facilitate access, 

and in some cases, even existing information can be difficult to understand. For example, information like 

flow-charts, meant to clarify and/or simplify ABS procedures, can also be confusing and difficult to 

understand; 

(b) Lack of institutionalized knowledge, exacerbated by a high level of staff turnover in many 

countries; 

(c) Internal systems to manage permits and contracts can be a challenging to implement due 

to many factors, for example, the often-long duration between initial access and benefits generated; 

(d) Lack of human resources in many countries to operationalize the Protocol; 

(e) Lack of responsiveness from ABS national focal point reported from some users; 

(f) Lack of confidence that utilization will be monitored effectively beyond the national 

jurisdiction to prevent biopiracy and misappropriation of genetic resources; 

(g) Lack of understanding on how to establish checkpoints and to implement and 

operationalize the compliance provisions of the Protocol; 

(h) Lack of clarity on how to deal with some challenging issues, such as, transboundary issues, 

DSI, traditional knowledge, and ABS contracts. 

B. Potential solutions and opportunities 

25. Suggested solutions and opportunities included the following: 

(a) A function on the ABS Clearing-House to provide greater clarity, in a very simple way, if 

measures or information is related to commercial or non/commercial use; 

(b) A function in the ABS Clearing-House that highlights simplified measures on access for 

non-commercial research purposes; 

(c) The addition of an information field at the top of the country’s ABS Clearing-House profile 

page providing a brief overview of the country’s national information and implementation progress. This 

information could also be structured or standardized to facilitate understanding, for example, frequently 

asked questions and answers style format, or as a kind of “cheat sheet”, and respond to user needs; 

(d) Some participants expressed the idea of generating bottom-up solutions, for example, 

materials jointly developed by providers and users and published on the ABS Clearing-House (e.g. ABS 

procedure flow charts, a template for summarizing ABS procedures) in order to help encourage mutual 

understanding and compliance; 

(e) ABS national focal points could set up automated replies on messages they receive that 

contain useful information including the contact information and links to useful information such as 

ABS platforms, ABS procedures, national authorities and relevant websites. Some national focal points 

have used this approach and reported it was found to be useful and easy to set up; 

(f) For users when making requests to countries, it can be helpful to use simple, 

straightforward, and unambiguous language, especially when the national focal point or contact may not 

speak the same language and vice versa; 

(g) Some participants found the interim national reports very useful, and the standardized 

structure of the information makes comparing and understanding progress in different countries easy; 

(h) Some participants would like to have “live” reports and not static, and they thought that 

having access to updated information in the reports would be very useful, especially since there will be 

large gap between interim national report and the submission of the first national report; 
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(i) Some participants raised the idea of allowing users of genetic resources who have been 

granted permits to publish these permits as IRCCs in the ABS Clearing-House themselves, which may help 

to reduce the countries burden of publishing permits and support the Protocol obligation to make this 

information available. For users, the need for an IRCC may be time-sensitive and important for their 

activities, for example, like publishing in journals that make an IRCC a prerequisite to publication; 

(j) A participant raised the idea of developing a mechanism on the ABS Clearing-House for 

users to self-report benefit-sharing; 

(k) Developing a specific field on the ABS Clearing-House for national focal points to provide 

information on ad-hoc arrangements, temporary measures and interim solutions may be helpful while 

ABS measures and procedures are finalized and little or no information is available; 

(l) There are institutions, projects, and initiatives from both the public and private sector that 

could do more to support capacity-building and the implementation of the Protocol and it was suggested 

that the ABS Clearing-House could help identify these actors and provide matchmaking for these types of 

partnerships; 

(m) It was highlighted that effective and solid ABS contracts that included provisions related 

to monitoring utilization are very useful and could be an area for further capacity-building; 

(n) There was a suggestion that some countries, particularly small island developing States, 

may benefit from a more regional approach to compliance by establishing regional checkpoints and 

implementing the Protocol’s compliance provisions in a coordinated way.  

ITEM 5. NEW FEATURES OF THE ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING CLEARING-HOUSE 

26. Under this item, Mr. Blaise Fonseca, an Associate Information Systems Officer at the Secretariat, 

introduced some of the new features of the ABS Clearing-House, such as improved email alerts, the ability 

to compare record versions, and some advanced search functionalities, including the availability of 

additional specific record filters or “sub-filters” and an improved free text search to help provide users with 

access to better search results. He also demonstrated how search results could be viewed as a list, group or 

in a tabular format and could be saved, shared, or exported as needed.  

27. To finalize this session, and in recognition of the fact that the remaining time did not allow all new 

and improved feature to be demonstrated, Mr. Dias mentioned that a specific webinar demonstrating new 

features could be arranged for participants at a later date.  

ITEM 6. CLOSURE OF THE WORKSHOP 

28. To conclude the workshop, Mr. Taukondjo Shikongo stressed the fact that there should be no 

excuse for not sharing available information required by the Protocol on the ABS Clearing-House. He 

reminded participants that the Secretariat could support provide “on-demand” training in English, Spanish 

and French, and could help publish information for those countries that had internet connectivity issues. He 

also requested Parties or other users of the clearing-house experiencing any challenges preventing the 

publication of information on the clearing-house to get in touch with the Secretariat (absch@cbd.int) to 

communicate these issues so they could be better understood and possibly addressed in a systematic way.  

29. Finally, participants were invited to evaluate the workshop by providing their comments through 

an online survey. Nine participants completed the survey. The results of the survey indicated that, overall, 

participants were very satisfied with the workshop, and that the workshop met their expectations (see 

annex II below). Several responses highlighted that more opportunities for training and discussion on these 

topics were needed.  

30. The workshop was officially closed at 12.45 p.m. on Sunday, 11 December 2022, by Mr. Shikongo 

and Mr. Dias. They thanked GNP-HuB for its support in helping organize and facilitate the workshop, and 

the participants for their attendance and enthusiastic participation. 

 

  

mailto:absch@cbd.int
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Annex I 

OVERVIEW OF REGISTRATION SURVEY RESULTS 

The survey received 125 responses. The information in the responses highlighted that the registered 

participants included a wide range of ABS stakeholder groups, including government (58), 

research/academia (33), capacity-building partners (20), indigenous peoples and local communities (18), 

private sector/business (17) and others (10). It also showed that most respondents (101) were at least 

somewhat familiar with the ABS Clearing-House and its functionality. When asked what the workshop 

should focus on, the survey showed that potential participants were most interested in ABS procedures, 

monitoring utilization, and new ABS Clearing-House developments. Some participants also expressed their 

interest in learning more about publishing information and interoperability. 

It may be noted that many of the responses to the free text survey questions to collect information on needs 

and challenges dealt with implementation of the Protocol more generally and not only the ABS Clearing-

House. 

When asked about challenges related to the ABS Clearing-House, the top responses were: 

a. General concerns about the reliability and lack of national information published on the ABS 

Clearing-House;  

b. Unclear or lack of information on how to access genetic resources and/or associated traditional 

knowledge;  

c. Lack of understanding on monitoring utilization through the ABS Clearing-House, including 

functioning of checkpoints, and implementation of the compliance-related provisions of the Nagoya 

Protocol.  

When asked about what the Secretariat should do more of in terms of capacity-building, outreach, and 

awareness-raising for the use of the ABS Clearing-House, the most common responses were: 

a. Organize more online capacity-building webinars to support publishing of information; 

b. Need for more (continuous and consistent) capacity-building opportunities for indigenous peoples 

and local communities and developing countries; 

c. Group countries for support and capacity-building with similar characteristics (needs, challenges, 

circumstances) and not necessarily by geographic region;  

d. Include and involve other relevant stakeholders, particularly private sector/business, 

research/academia in capacity-building activities; 

e. Identify and foster global, regional, and national-level partnerships with relevant organizations, 

projects, and initiatives interested in taking on more ownership in supporting and providing 

capacity-building; 

f. Provide access to more practical information, such as case studies, best practices, and examples. 
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Annex II 

RESULTS OF THE WORKSHOP EVALUATION2 

Type of respondents Responses 

Government 6 

Private sector/business 2 

Indigenous peoples and local 

communities 0 

Research/academia 1 

Capacity-building partner 0 

The workshop addressed the issues or challenges participants have with the ABS Clearing-House 

Options Responses 

Strongly agree 2 

Agree 5 

Neither agree nor disagree 2 

Disagree 0 

Strongly disagree 0 

The workshop met participants’ expectations 

Options Responses 

Strongly agree 2 

Agree 5 

Neither agree nor disagree 2 

Disagree 0 

Strongly disagree 0 

Aspects of the workshop participants found more interesting or useful 

 Les intervenants 

 Group work 

 It was interesting to learn about checkpoints. It was also helpful to connect with a few NFPs that 

were attending this workshop. 

 The chance to connect with others  

 The storytelling approach made concepts easier to understand 

 I really enjoyed everything, but especially when we were divided into two groups and we were able 

to exchange experiences in a more specific way with the other participants. 

 Statistic on published information and publishers in the ABS Clearing-House 

 Monitoring 

 Participation of all present and group work 

Ways the workshop could have been more effective 

 Aucune idée 

 It was good. Maybe time was bit short 

                                                      
2 Unfortunately, the link to the evaluation was not immediately accessible to all participants, and hence only a few participants 

responded. 
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 Not sure. Perhaps including in the survey, a multiple-choice option as to which topic is of greatest 

interest for each participant with an option to write in an answer through an “Other” option. Then 

review that list and prioritize the discussion on that topic. Or pick the 4 highest priority options and 

break the group into 4 separate working groups to cover those 4 topics. If you have more staff, then 

perhaps you could increase the number of working groups. Not sure if that is feasible but seems 

like it would be possible and an effective approach. 

 A little longer on the functionality of the CH website  

 The facilitators could have engaged the participants more. The facilitators were not systematic in 

their approach in addressing individual problems 

 As I said before, I think everything was very good, but despite the fact that it was a Sunday 

morning :), perhaps with a little more time we could have covered more topics 

 Common exercises to put information in the ABS Clearing-House 

 More participation of those invited more interaction, maybe smaller groups 

 N/A 

Topics participants would like to see covered in future workshops 

 Pas de suggestion 

 Checkpoint system 

 Challenges associated with ABS for the private sector assuming that you have more than 3 private 

sector participants at the next conference. 

 Maybe it could now be broader than the CH, but more a more holistic look at the implementation 

of the Nagoya Protocol and all the challenges that come with that. We probably have a lot we can 

share across Parties, with providers and users in the room too.  

 1. Finding information on the ABS Clearing-House; 2. Uploading and publishing information on 

the ABS Clearing-House. 

 With some more time, perhaps a case study on for example how to publish an IRCC or an ABS 

procedure would be nice. 

 N/A 

 N/A 

 N/A 

__________ 


