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its second meeting

Summary

The second meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Benefit-sharing from
the Use of Digital Sequence Information on Genetic Resources was held in Montreal, Canada,
from 12 to 16 August 2024. The Working Group adopted a recommendation on the further
development of the multilateral mechanism for benefit-sharing from the use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources, including a global fund (see sect. I). The draft decision contained
in the recommendation will be submitted to the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity for consideration at its sixteenth meeting.

The account of the proceedings of the meeting appears in section Il of the report.
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Recommendation adopted by the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group
on Benefit-sharing from the Use of Digital Sequence Information on
Genetic Resources

2/1. Further development of the multilateral mechanism for
benefit-sharing from the use of digital sequence information
on genetic resources, including a global fund

The Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group on Benefit-sharing from the Use of Digital Sequence
Information on Genetic Resources,

Recalling paragraph 4 of recommendation 26/1 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice, in which the Subsidiary Body invited the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Working Group on Benefit-sharing from the Use of Digital Sequence Information on Genetic
Resources to develop options for the indicators on the sharing of benefits from the use of digital
sequence information for possible inclusion in the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework,

1. Recommends the inclusion in the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework of a disaggregation by relevant access and benefit-sharing
instruments of the headline indicators for Goal C and Target 13 on monetary and non-monetary
benefit-sharing, and the following question as a placeholder for the binary indicator as it relates to
digital sequence information on genetic resources: “Does your country have administrative, policy
or legislative measures pursuant to decision 16/-- on the operationalization of the multilateral
mechanism?”;

2. Also recommends that, at its sixteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a
decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

[Recognizing the lack of accountability, transparency and inclusive governance in
existing public databases and data-sharing practices that do not align with international
instruments on access and benefit-sharing, which limits the fair and equitable benefit
distribution from the use of digital sequence information on genetic resources, and
acknowledging that insufficient national capacity in developing countries further constrain
their ability to benefit fairly and equitably from those resources,]

[Placeholder for additional preambular paragraphs,]

1. Adopts the modalities for operationalizing the multilateral mechanism for the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits from the use of digital sequence information on genetic
resources, including a global fund, as set out in the annex to the present decision;

[

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to establish a database for digital sequence
information on genetic resources under the clearing-house mechanism, to facilitate the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of such information;

3. Decides that the digital sequence information on genetic resources database shall:

(@) Enable a safe, secure, accountable and legitimate method of making digital
sequence information on genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge publicly
available in accordance with applicable national law, and with the prior and informed consent
of the provider of the genetic material from which such information is generated, and to secure
benefits in line with the present decision;
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[

(b)  Provide to developing country Parties that lack capacities facilities to generate,
store, share and use digital sequence information on genetic resources, and to receive benefits
from such use in accordance with their national access and benefit-sharing systems;

(c)  Support non-monetary benefit-sharing by enabling capacity-building, technology
transfer, training opportunities and information-sharing among all Parties, in particular
developing country Parties;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the progress of those actions at the
eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

5. Decides to develop specific frameworks for sharing non-monetary benefits for
the sectors listed in enclosure A to the annex, on the basis of the needs identified by Parties;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the development of the frameworks,
incorporating input from Parties and relevant stakeholders;

7. Invites Parties to submit their identified needs and relevant information by
[specified date];

8. Requests that the draft frameworks be presented to the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice for review, with a view to having them
adopted at the [XXth] meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

]

Annex

Modalities for operationalizing the multilateral mechanism for the fair and equitable
sharing of benefits from the use of digital sequence information on genetic resources,
including a global fund

4/17

1. [All] [commercial] users of digital sequence information on genetic resources [held in [public]
databases] [are encouraged to][will][should][shall] share [monetary or non-monetary] benefits
arising from its use in a fair and equitable manner.

2. [Users of digital sequence information on genetic resources [in all countries][in developed
countries] that generate [monetary benefits][profits][revenue][turnover][sales] from its use [are
encouraged to][will][should][shall] [share monetary benefits through][contribute] [mandatory]
payments to the global fund [, placeholder for a threshold/exemption].

[3.  The following options are proposed:

Option A. Users of digital sequence information on genetic resources [are encouraged
to][will][should][shall] contribute to the global fund [X] per cent of the [profits][revenue][turnover]
generated by products [and services] placed on the market that have benefited from the use of digital
sequence information on genetic resources in their development.

Option B. Users of digital sequence information on genetic resources [that [in sectors that are
highly reliant on][directly or indirectly benefit from] the use of digital sequence information on
genetic resources in their commercial activities][in sectors that [have benefited from][rely on] the
use of digital sequence information on genetic resources] [are encouraged to][will][should][shall]
contribute to the global fund [X] per cent [as an indicative rate, depending on their circumstances]
of their [profits][revenue][turnover][sales]. [A][An indicative] list of [such sectors][sectors to which
such users may belong] is contained in enclosure A.
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Option C. A contribution to the global fund of 1 per cent of the retail value of all products [and
services] [that have been developed or created using][linked to the utilization of] [digital sequence
information on genetic resources][biological resources].

Option D. Users of digital sequence information on genetic resources that actively use digital
sequence information on genetic resources [are encouraged to][will][should][shall] contribute a
portion of their [revenue][profit] to the global fund.

]

[4. Entities active in the sectors mentioned in enclosure A that do not directly or indirectly benefit
from the use of digital sequence information on genetic resources in their commercial activities will
have the option to provide information in this regard.]

]

5. [All users of digital sequence information on genetic resources|, in line with their individual
circumstances,] [are encouraged to][will][should][shall] share non-monetary benefits in a fair and
equitable manner, [regardless of their specific monetary contributions, and as agreed between Parties
and in the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework], noting that the sharing of such non-
monetary benefits does not replace any responsibilities arising from the provisions of the multilateral
mechanism with respect to the sharing of monetary benefits through the global fund set out in
paragraphs 2, 3and 4.]

6. Non-monetary benefits should be shared[[, including through][in the form of] capacity-
building and development, [participatory and community-based research,] knowledge-sharing,
technology transfer[, upon mutually agreed terms,] and technical and scientifical cooperation,
including to support, among other things, the generation of, access to and use and storage of digital
sequence information on genetic resources, as well as the self-identified needs of indigenous peoples
and local communities, [and people of African descent],® including women and youth from those
communities. The sharing of non-monetary benefits [may][will] [continue to be undertaken in the
context of existing and] build on ongoing [activities][practices and arrangements] and [may][will] be
facilitated through the long-term strategic framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity? for
capacity-building and development and its mechanism to strengthen technical and scientific
cooperation in support of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.]

7. [The sharing of non-monetary benefits may be facilitated by enhancing the effectiveness of
the clearing-house mechanism under the Convention by including a database to facilitate the
exchange of information on digital sequence information on genetic resources and its use, thus
enhancing collaboration and cooperation among Parties and providing information on demand for
capacity-building.][The sharing of non-monetary benefits may be facilitated through [a][an existing]
clearing house under the Convention, which could provide information on demand [from Parties] for
capacity-building and allow the showcasing and voluntary reporting of ongoing non-monetary
benefit-sharing [against headline indicator C.2]. [The sharing of non-monetary benefits could be
further facilitated by the global fund.]] [Specific frameworks for sharing non-monetary benefits
should be developed for the sectors listed in enclosure A and based on the needs identified by Parties.]

8. [Database and academic institutions are not expected to make monetary contributions to the
global fund.]

9. Entities operating [large] public databases on digital sequence information on genetic
resources [are invited to][will][should][shall][, as appropriate]:

! Terminology relating to indigenous peoples and local communities and the possible inclusion of references to people of African
descent will be aligned throughout the document according to the decision on Article 8(j) and related provisions to be adopted at
the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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(@) Make information on the multilateral mechanism available to [users][those accessing
their] databases[, including information on the [requirements][possibilities and procedures] for users
of digital sequence information on genetic resources related to the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from its use];

[(b) [Inform [users][uploaders] of the requirement][Require users] to comply with
applicable national and international access and benefit-sharing obligations with respect to [genetic
resources and] digital sequence information on genetic resources[, for user registration through
clickwrap agreements];]

(c)  Require[, where possible,] the provision of information on the country of origin [and
the legal access] of the genetic resources [from which digital sequence information was derived[, as
well as, when applicable, [traditional knowledge associated with those genetic resources][biocultural
metadata indicating the use of traditional knowledge];]

(d) [Provide open access to digital sequence information on genetic resources, consistent
with current international practices, taking into consideration][When operating an open access
database, take into account][Apply] the principles of findability, accessibility, interoperability and
reusability (FAIR) and of collective benefits, authority to control, responsibility and ethics (CARE)
to data governance, as well the recommendations set out in [section Il of] the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Recommendation on Open Science;

[(e) Ensure that any new submissions of digital sequence information on genetic resources
will only be accepted when accompanied by a verifiable document indicating permission for
publication from the national authorities of the country of origin of the genetic resource from which
the digital sequence information is derived.]

[10. Parties funding, sponsoring or hosting sequence databases shall ensure that entities operating
such databases will take measures to ensure the effective implementation of the present decision and
other relevant future decisions of the Conference of the Parties.]

11. Parties [are invited to][should][must] take administrative, policy or legislative measures,
consistent with national legislation, to [incentivize][facilitate][require][ensure] contributions [from
users in their jurisdiction] to the global fund], in particular from large and transnational companies,]
in line with the modalities of the multilateral mechanism.

[12. Parties may, by notification or other measures, determine that digital sequence information on
genetic resources is under the scope of the multilateral mechanism and require users to use
Convention on Biological Diversity sequence databases to share benefits, in line with the modalities
of the multilateral mechanism.]

13.  Contributions to the global fund may be made directly or through a national authority, as
determined by the relevant Government. [Receipts will be issued annually for each year that
contributions are made.]

[14. Users that make monetary contributions to the fund in line with the modalities of the
multilateral mechanism are considered to be in [compliance][conformity] with the requirements
related to the fair and equitable sharing of monetary benefits arising from the use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources under the multilateral mechanism [placeholder for a definition of
digital sequence information on genetic resources under the multilateral mechanism].]

15. [Receipts will be issued annually for each year that contributions are made.][For each annual
contribution, receipts will be issued [automatically] when payments are made[, serving as certificates
of compliance].][Receipts for the required annual contributions from users of digital sequence
information on genetic resources will indicate compliance with the multilateral mechanism, provided
that the used sequences have been published in a public database with the approval of the national
authorities of the country of origin of the genetic resource from which the digital sequence
information is derived.] [Certificates will be issued providing proof of compliance of the respective
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users and excluding them from any additional benefit-sharing claims from the use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources.]

16. [Additional] [voluntary] contributions [additional to those provided for in the paragraphs
above] to the global fund from businesses, non-profit or philanthropic organizations and
Governments are encouraged.

17.  Funding in the global fund should be allocated in a fair, equitable, transparent, accountable
and gender-responsive manner.

18. [Funding should support the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity [and, inter
alia, benefit indigenous peoples and local communities, including women and youth within those
communities,] [in all countries] and the building of capacity and technology transfer on mutually
agreed terms to generate, access, use, analyse and store digital sequence information on genetic
resources| in developing countries] [to foster the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity
and contribute to scientific research on biodiversity].] [In particular,] funding should be used to
support the realization of the objectives of the Convention and the achievement of the goals and
targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, including through the delivery of
activities described in national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

19. Funding will be allocated taking into account [the overall level of funding available in the
global fund and] [an indicative list of elements for a][an initial] formula, as set out in enclosure B.
[X] per cent of the global fund will be set aside to support the self-identified needs of indigenous
peoples and local communities, including women and youth within those communities [in all
countries][, in particular in developing countries], [through direct payments through their self-
identified institutions or through government, according to circumstances][through national
Governments, with a mandatory component for supporting indigenous peoples and local
communities to be included within governmental proposals submitted to the fund]. [In addition,
[X] per cent of the fund will be specifically set aside to support [technology transfer and] technical
development, ensuring that all Parties, in particular developing country Parties, have access to the
tools and expertise necessary to fully participate and benefit from digital sequence information on
genetic resources.] [The formula will be reviewed by the Conference of the Parties at its seventeenth
meeting on the basis of the work of a group established with the terms of reference provided in
enclosure C.]

20.  [With regard to disbursement, the following options are proposed:

Option A. Funding will be disbursed on the basis of projects developed though a country-
driven or community-driven process, as appropriate, that meet criteria that may be established by the
Conference of the Parties, taking into account indicative allocations, as described in paragraph 19.

Option B. Funding will be disbursed through direct allocations to countries, as described in
paragraph 19. Each recipient Party is invited to designate or establish, as appropriate, a national
entity, such as a national biodiversity fund, to receive funds and distribute them to support the
activities set out in paragraph 18. Such entities should [operate according to internationally accepted
fiduciary standards and] provide [annual] reports through national focal points on the activities
supported by the funds [and be audited by the international entity]. Recipient Parties, at their own
discretion, may alternatively designate an international, regional or subregional entity to fulfil those
functions.]

21.  The fund will be administered by [place holder for final decision by the Conference of the
Parties, taking into consideration, inter alia, recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working
Group on Benefit-sharing from the Use of Digital Sequence Information on Genetic Resources and
the Advisory Committee on Resource Mobilization] [, in accordance with decisions of the Conference
of Parties, and under the authority of and accountable to the Conference of Parties].

22.  The multilateral mechanism and its fund will operate according to the principles of inclusivity,
equity and transparency.
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23.  The multilateral mechanism must respect the rights of indigenous peoples and local
communities® over their traditional knowledge, traditional knowledge associated with genetic
resources and genetic resources [and data related to them], including with respect to species and
places considered as sacred, which should only be [provided][published] with their free, prior and
informed consent* [, in accordance with relevant national legislation, international instruments,
including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and human rights
law].

24. [Parties with national][Where Parties put in place] measures on access and benefit-sharing
from digital sequence information on genetic resources, [the measures] should be [compatible][in
alignment] with the multilateral mechanism and should not result in a duplication of [the benefits
shared from the use of such information][obligations to share benefits from the use of digital
sequence information on genetic resources][through the multilateral mechanism].

[25. The multilateral mechanism will be implemented in [cooperation][a mutually supportive
manner] with other international access and benefit-sharing instruments [associated with the use of
digital sequence information on genetic resources][, with a view to enhancing mutual supportiveness
and coherence][and avoiding duplicative payments]. It should be able to adapt in response to
developments in other forums[, and this could be facilitated] [through, for example, a collective
arrangement with those instruments]. [Where specialized access and benefit-sharing mechanisms
instrument establish a multilateral mechanism on digital sequence information on genetic resources
that is consistent with and does not run counter to the objectives of the Convention and the Nagoya
Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising
from their Utilization,® the multilateral mechanism under the Convention does not apply for the Party
or Parties to the specialized instrument in respect of the specific digital sequence information on
genetic resources covered by and for the purpose of the specialized instrument.]] [Bodies established
under other international access and benefit-sharing instruments are invited to collaborate with the
multilateral mechanism and streamline benefit-sharing processes, where appropriate.] [The
provisions of the mechanism will not affect the rights and obligations of any Party deriving from any
existing international agreement.]]

26.  The multilateral mechanism, including the global fund, will operate under the authority and
guidance of and be accountable to the Conference of the Parties.

27. The effectiveness of the multilateral mechanism, including the global fund, will be reviewed
by the Conference of the Parties at its [eighteenth] meeting and at its every second subsequent
meeting against the principles established in decision 15/9, taking into consideration the factors set
out in enclosure D [and a methodology to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its
seventeenth meeting], noting also the relevance of the review[s] of the Framework as a whole due to
be conducted for the seventeenth and nineteenth meetings of the Conference of the Parties further to
decision 15/6.

28.  The review will also be informed by the relevant indicators of the monitoring framework for
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, including the headline indicators for Goal C
and Target 13 and a [binary] indicator for Target 13 [to support adaptive management].

29. In the light of the review described in paragraph 27, [and to support adaptive management,]
the Conference of the Parties will consider at its [eighteenth] meeting the need, if any, to adjust the
modalities [or design] of the mechanism, including the global fund, to improve its effectiveness with
respect to the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources.

3 See footnote 2 regarding terminology related to “indigenous peoples and local communities”.

4 All references to “free, prior and informed consent” refer to the tripartite terminology of “prior and informed consent”, “free,
prior and informed consent” and “approval and involvement”.

5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 3008, No. 30619.
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Enclosure A
[

[Indicative] list of sectors or subsectors [that directly or indirectly benefit from][[highly]
reliant on] the use of digital sequence information on genetic resources [for their
commercial activities]

1. Sectors or subsectors [that directly or indirectly benefit from][[highly] reliant on] the use of
digital sequence information on genetic resources include:

(a) Pharmaceuticals, such as pharmaceuticals manufacturing, biopharmaceutics [and life
science research];

[(b) Nutraceuticals (food and health supplements);]

(¢)  Cosmetics, such as the development and production of new cosmetics or the production
of existing cosmetics using synthetic production means;

(d) [Plant and] animal breeding and [agricultural] biotechnology [industries][, such as
agricultural technology (which includes [plant breeding and crop modification research,] the genetic
modification of livestock [and support activities for plant production and veterinary pharmaceuticals,
crop protection products, animal breeding, plant breeding and improving food safety])];

(e)  Industrial biotechnology;

() [Laboratory equipment associated with the sequencing and use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources, including reagents and supplies;]

[(@) Information, scientific and technical services related to digital sequence information on
genetic resources (information services such as software and artificial intelligence used to
characterize and analyse or store big data associated with digital sequence information on genetic
resources, as well as industrial sequencing or characterizing of digital sequence information on
genetic resources as a third-party producer for other industries, such as pharmaceuticals, cosmetics
and agriculture).]

2. The present list will be kept under review.

[3. Companies in the aforementioned sectors or subsectors may be excluded when they
demonstrate that they do not highly rely on the use of digital sequence information on genetic
resources.]

]
[Enclosure B
[Indicative list of elements for a][Initial] formula for allocation

To be [adopted][elaborated] at the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, taking into
account the following [potential] criteria:

[

[(a) Biodiversity richness (terrestrial, freshwater and marine) and related concepts, such as
endemicity and level of threat and vulnerability;]

[(a)alt.1

(i)  Biodiversity contribution: species diversity and genetic resource uniqueness, and
regional biodiversity relevance;

(i)  Conservation needs: threat levels to biodiversity and protected area coverage;]
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[(a)alt.2

(i)  Biodiversity richness (terrestrial, freshwater and marine);
(i)  Level of endemicity;

(iii) Level of threat;]

(b) Capacity needs for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, taking into
account the circumstances of developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and
small island developing States and those with economies in transition, and of indigenous peoples and
local communities [from all regions];

[(c) Level of development;]
[(d) Threat to biodiversity;]

[(e) Geographical origin of the genetic resources from which digital sequence information
in the database was generated;]

[(f) Variety of ecosystems;]

[(g) Presence of extreme ecosystems;]

[(h)  Presence of unique ecosystems;]

[(i) Level of threat to species and biodiversity.]

]

[Enclosure C
Terms of reference for the [Ad-hoc Technical Expert Group][Working Group] Group on
Allocation Methodology

10/17

1. The Group on Allocation Methodology is to provide technical advice and guidance on
remaining and unresolved issues relating to the disbursement of funds from the global fund
established in decision 15/9 (para. 16) and on the basis of paragraph [xx] of decision 16/--. In
particular, the Group will develop an allocation methodology for disbursing funding from the global
fund for [consideration][review] by the Conference of the Parties at its seventeenth meeting.

[2.  The Group will comprise 10 technical experts nominated by Parties, 7 experts nominated by
representatives of indigenous peoples and local communities from the seven sociocultural regions
and 4 experts from relevant organizations. The Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau,
will select experts on the basis of nominations received from Parties, taking gender and the relevant
technical expertise of the candidates into account and applying the procedure for avoiding or
managing conflicts of interest set out in decision 14/33.]

3. The Group may draw on existing expertise and liaise with relevant organizations, as
appropriate, in the execution of its mandate.

4, Subject to the availability of financial resources, the Group will meet, as needed, to ensure the
timely provision of advice and will, wherever possible, meet back-to-back with other relevant
meetings. Where possible, the Secretariat will use available means of electronic communication to
reduce the need for in-person meetings.]
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[Enclosure D
[Indicative factors][Factors] to be considered in the review

To be elaborated taking into consideration the following, which is drawn from document
CBD/WGDSI/2/2/Add.1:

(@ Amount of funds mobilized through the global fund, in total and disaggregated by
contributors and recipients (countries and indigenous peoples and local communities);

[(b) The [indicative] list of sectors, as provided in enclosure A, taking the experience of the
multilateral mechanism and new technical and commercial developments into account;]

(¢) Summary information on the activities supported by the fund[, inter alia, effectiveness
evaluation of each project];

(d) Estimates of the scope and value of the non-monetary benefits facilitated by the
multilateral mechanism;

(e)  An assessment of the efficiency of the multilateral mechanism|, including the global
fund], taking into account the costs of its operations and the suitability of the trigger for monetary
contributions;

() An assessment of the contribution of the multilateral mechanism to the realization of
the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity — [and the implementation of the goals
and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework];

[(@) An assessment of the effectiveness of the multilateral mechanism in providing legal
certainty to providers and users of digital sequence information on genetic resources;]

[(h) Information on any interactions between the multilateral mechanism and benefits from
the utilization of genetic resources under the Convention and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to
Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization;]

(i) Information on any multiple payments related to digital sequence information on genetic
resources, taking into account benefits shared through the multilateral mechanism and those related
to such information shared under national access and benefit-sharing measures;

(i)  Information on any implications of the operation of the multilateral mechanism on the
rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, including with respect to their traditional
knowledge and associated genetic resources, as well as possible implications on other groups,
including women and youth;

(k)  Information on any implications of the operation of the multilateral mechanism on the
operations of public databases on digital sequence information on genetic resources, in particular
with respect to open access, as well as any implications on research and innovation, including
potential implications for data governance;

()  Information on the interactions and any synergies between the operation of the
multilateral mechanism and other multilateral access and benefit-sharing instruments;

(m) A review of the interaction between the multilateral mechanism and any existing
national [measures][arrangements] for access and benefit-sharing on digital sequence information on
genetic resources;

[(n) The possibility of the voluntary extension of the multilateral mechanism to genetic
resources in future;]

[(0) Information on other issues arising from new and emerging technologies that are
relevant to the operation of the multilateral mechanism;]

[(p) Information on any implications of the operation of the multilateral mechanism on the
operation of public databases on digital sequence information on genetic resources, including
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potential implications for data governance and measures taken by entities operating such databases
pursuant to paragraph 9 of the annex;]

[(@) Information on the measures taken by Parties pursuant to paragraph 10 of the annex.]
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1. Account of proceedings

Introduction

1. The second meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Benefit-sharing from the
Use of Digital Sequence Information on Genetic Resources was held in Montreal, Canada, from 12
to 16 August 2024.

Item 1
Opening of the meeting

2. The Chair, Liu Ning, representing the President of the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, Rungiu Huang, Minister of Ecology and
Environment of China, opened the meeting at 10.15 a.m. on 12 August.

3. Welcoming participants back to Montreal, the city where Parties had adopted the historic
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework in December 2022, the Chair expressed his
pleasure at the practical steps taken since then to fulfil the vision and commitments of the Framework.
Fourteen Parties had submitted their national biodiversity strategies and action plans to the
Secretariat, and more had submitted their national targets, laying a solid foundation for turning the
vision into reality. The present meeting held the promise of further development of the multilateral
mechanism for benefit-sharing from the use of digital sequence information on genetic resources,
including a global fund, pursuant to decision 15/9. The multilateral mechanism and global fund were
crucial to achieving the goals of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. A positive
outcome of the meeting would boost normative and regulatory progress on digital sequence
information on genetic resources under the Convention and open the way to far-reaching dividends
for all life on Earth. Thanking the Co-Chairs of the Committee of the Whole and the Secretariat team
for their hard work in preparing for the meeting, the Chair said that the question moving forward was
how to ensure that progress on digital sequence information on genetic resources advanced the
conservation of biodiversity while safeguarding the potential of the private sector and the research
community to enhance the well-being of humanity. In its decision 15/9, the Conference of the Parties
had pointed to a cost-effective, efficient and simple solution, and it was now up to Parties, in
negotiating a multilateral mechanism for sharing of benefits arising from the use of digital sequence
information on genetic resources, to carry forward the positive spirit that had led to the adoption of
the Framework in 2022.

4. The Executive Secretary of the Convention, Astrid Schomaker, delivered an opening
statement.

5. Addressing Parties for the first time in her new role, the Executive Secretary joined the Chair
in welcomed participants to the meeting and thanking the Co-Chairs of the Committee of the Whole,
the members of the Informal Advisory Group and the Secretariat team for their work during the
intersessional period. She also spoke of her commitment to working closely with the presidency and
the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to advance the objectives of the Convention and its
Protocols through the implementation of the Framework. Digital sequence information on genetic
resources, she said, was a complex but exciting field of scientific investigation and normative work
at the intersection of social justice, environmental governance and sustainable development and the
cutting edge of science and technology. Innovation and meaningful participation were essential to
finding a solution, and she welcomed the full and active participation of indigenous peoples and local
communities, women, young people, academia, the private sector and other stakeholders that
reflected the crucial whole-of-society and whole-of-government approach at the foundation of the
Framework. Decision 15/9 had represented a watershed moment, establishing a groundbreaking,
multilateral mechanism for benefit-sharing from the use of digital sequence information on genetic
resources, including a global fund, and ushering in a process, timeline, framework and road map for
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further work to define the modalities according to which the multilateral mechanism and global fund
would deliver. The multilateral mechanism was expected to provide policy guidance, generate non-
monetary benefits that would help to bridge scientific, technical and technological gaps, provide
capacity-building and development and technology transfer and mobilize new streams of additional
funding. Parties were edging closer to the operationalization of a cost-effective, efficient and simple
multilateral mechanism and could very well be on the cusp of a historic breakthrough at the sixteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The time was ripe for environmental multilateralism to
deliver for people and nature, and she wished the participants a productive week ahead.

Item 2
Organizational matters

Election of a rapporteur

6. At its 1st plenary session, on 12 August 2024, the Working Group agreed that Angela Lozan
(Republic of Moldova), designated by the Bureau to act as Rapporteur of the first meeting of the
Working Group, should continue to act as Rapporteur for its second meeting.

Adoption of the agenda

7. At the same session, the Working Group adopted the following agenda on the basis of the
provisional agenda prepared by the Secretariat:®

1. Opening of the meeting.
2. Organizational matters.

3. Further development of the multilateral mechanism for benefit-sharing from the use of
digital sequence information on genetic resources, including a global fund.

4.  Other matters.

5. Adoption of the report.

6. Closure of the meeting.
Organization of work

8. Still at the same session, the Working Group approved the proposed organization of work set
out in annex I to the annotated agenda.’

9. It also agreed to establish a committee of the whole to consider agenda item 3, with Mphatso
Kalemba (Malawi) and William Lockhart (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
serving as Co-Chairs.

Item 3
Further development of the multilateral mechanism for benefit-sharing from the use
of digital sequence information on genetic resources, including a global fund

10. The Co-Chairs of the Committee of the Whole opened the meeting of the Committee at
11.15 a.m. on 12 August.

11.  The Committee began its consideration of agenda item 3 at its 1st session. It had before it a
note by the Secretariat that contained a synthesis of information for the further development of the
multilateral mechanism established under decision 15/9, including elements of a draft
recommendation,® as well as the reflections of the Co-Chairs on the possible elements identified by
the Working Group on Benefit-sharing from the Use of Digital Sequence Information on Genetic

6 CBD/WGDSI/2/1.
7 CBD/WGDSI/2/1/Add.1.
8 CBD/WGDSI/2/2.
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Resources at its first meeting® and an executive summary of the studies commissioned pursuant to
decision 15/9 on digital sequence information on genetic resources.'® The Committee also had before
it, as information documents, a note by the Secretariat on the studies commissioned further to
decision 15/9,*! a report of the Co-Chairs on the outcomes of their informal intersessional work!?
and, as a reference document, the report of the Working Group on its first meeting.*3

12.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Brazil, Canada, China,
Colombia, Cuba (on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean States), Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Egypt, Eswatini, European Union and its member States, Fiji (on behalf of the Asia-
Pacific States), Guatemala, India, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi, Norway, Peru, Senegal (on behalf
of the African States), Serbia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Switzerland (first on behalf of Australia,
Canada, Japan, Norway, and the United Kingdom, as well as the United States of America and,
separately, in its national capacity), Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uruguay,
Yemen and Zimbabwe.

13.  The Committee continued its consideration of agenda item 3 at its 2nd session, on 12 August.

14.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Australia,
Burkina Faso, Chile, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Georgia and Saudi Arabia.

15. A statement was also made by a representative of the United States.

16. Statements were further made by representatives of the Secretariat of the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the World Intellectual Property
Organization.

17.  Statements were made by representatives of the CBD Women’s Caucus, CGIAR, the European
Network for Ecological Reflection and Action, the International Chamber of Commerce, the
International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations, the International
Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (also on behalf of the Indigenous Women’s Biodiversity
Network), the Japan Bioindustry Association, the Leibniz Institute DSMZ and the Third World
Network (also on behalf the CBD Alliance and the European Network for Ecological Reflection and
Action).

18. Following the exchange of views, the Committee agreed to establish a contact group, co-
chaired by Eliska Rolfova (Czechia) and Joaquin Salzberg (Argentina), to discuss the options
contained in paragraph 2 of the annex to document CBD/WGDSI/2/2. It also agreed to establish a
second contact group, co-chaired by Salima Kempenaer (Belgium) and Nneka Nicholas (Antigua
and Barbuda), to discuss the options contained in paragraph 12 of the same annex.

19. The Committee also agreed that the Co-Chairs, in consultation with the Secretariat, would
prepare a text aimed at addressing the gaps identified during the discussion, including with respect
to non-monetary benefits and governance, for the Committee’s consideration.

20.  Atits 3rd session, on 13 August, the Committee considered a draft recommendation set out in
a non-paper.t*

21. Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, European Union and its member States, India, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Norway, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo,
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and Zimbabwe.

9 CBD/WGDSI/2/2/Add.1.

10 CBD/WGDSI/2/2/Add.2/Rev.1.

11 CBD/WGDSI//2/INF/1.

12 CBD/WGDSI//2/INF/2.

13 CBD/WGDSI/1/3.

14 “Non-paper on item 3”, available at www.chd.int/meetings/WGDSI-02.
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22. Statements were also made by representatives of CGIAR, the European Network for
Ecological Reflection and Action, the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity, the Leibniz
Institute DSMZ and the Third World Network.

23. The Committee continued its consideration of the draft recommendation at its 4th session, on
14 August.

24.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Egypt, European Union and its member States,
Guatemala, India, Japan, Jordan, Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Togo, Uganda,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and Uruguay.

25. Statements were also made by representatives of CGIAR, the European Network for
Ecological Reflection and Action, the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity, the Leibniz
Institute DSMZ and the Third World Network.

26.  Following the exchange of views, the Committee agreed to establish a third contact group, co-
chaired by Ms. Rolfova and Mr. Salzberg, to discuss paragraphs 15 and 16 and enclosure E of the
annex to the draft recommendation in the non-paper.

27. Atits 5th session, on 15 August, the Committee considered a revised draft recommendation,
as set out in the second version of the non-paper.®

28.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Eswatini,
European Union and its member States, Guatemala, India, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Norway, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal (on behalf of the African States), South Africa, Switzerland, Uganda, United
Kingdom, Uruguay and Zimbabwe.

29. The representative of Egypt, speaking on behalf of the African States, stated that the text of
the Co-Chairs presented in the second version of the non-paper, in their view, did not sufficiently
address the balance between access to digital sequence information on genetic resources and the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits arising from its utilization, as the document lacked explicit language
on monetary obligations for benefit-sharing, a defined process for sharing and monitoring non-
monetary benefits and concrete steps towards effective data governance. Noting that the text in the
non-paper fell short of fully reflecting the obligations linked to the mandate of the working group,
the African States reaffirmed their commitment to continuing negotiations in good faith.

30. Statements were also made by representatives of the CBD Women’s Caucus and the
International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity.

31. The Committee continued its consideration of the revised draft recommendation at its
6th session, on 15 August.

32.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, European
Union and its member States, India, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, South
Africa, Switzerland, Togo, Uganda, United Kingdom and Zimbabwve.

33.  Statements were also made by representatives of the Leibniz Institute DSMZ and the Third
World Network.

34. Following the exchange of views, the Committee agreed to establish a fourth contact group,
co-chaired by Ms. Kempenaer and Ms. Nicholas, to pursue the discussion on paragraph 3 of the
annex to the revised draft recommendation set out in the second version of the non-paper. It also
agreed that, time allowing, the contact group should also discuss paragraph 11 of the same annex.

15 “Non-paper on item 3 — version 2”, available at www.chd.int/meetings/WGDSI-02.
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35. The Committee continued its consideration of the revised draft recommendation at its
7th session, on 16 August.

36.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Egypt, European Union and its member States,
India, Japan, Jordan, Norway, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, Togo, Uganda, United
Kingdom and Zimbabwve.

37. A statement was also made by a representative of the International Indigenous Forum on
Biodiversity.

38. Following the exchange of views, the Committee agreed to hold informal discussions on
outstanding issues related to paragraph 12 of the annex to the revised draft recommendation.

39. Atits 8th session, on 16 August, the Committee considered a draft recommendation submitted
by the Co-Chairs.®

40.  Statements were made by representatives of the following Parties: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Cuba, Egypt, European Union and its member States, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, South
Africa, Uganda and United Kingdom.

41. A statement was also made by a representative of the International Indigenous Forum on
Biodiversity.

42. The Co-Chairs confirmed that paragraphs 2 to 8 of the draft decision of the Conference of the
Parties, as set out in the draft recommendation, had not been discussed by the Committee at the
present meeting and, furthermore, that, owing to time constraints, it had not been possible to consider
additional possible paragraphs of the draft decision.

43. At the completion of its deliberations, the Committee of the Whole endorsed the draft
recommendation, as orally amended, for consideration in plenary.

44. At its second plenary session, on 16 August, the Working Group heard a report from the Co-
Chairs of the Committee of the Whole on the work of the Committee. It then considered draft
recommendation CBD/WGDSI/2/L.2 and adopted it as recommendation 2/1 (see sect. 1)

Item 4
Other matters

45.  No other matters were raised.

Item 5
Adoption of the report

46. At its 8th plenary session, the Subsidiary Body adopted the present report, as orally amended,
on the basis of the draft report prepared by the Rapporteur,!” on the understanding that the Rapporteur
would be entrusted with its finalization.

Item 6
Closure of the meeting

47.  Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the meeting was declared closed at 9 p.m. on
16 August.

16 CBD/WGDSI/2/CRP.1, available at www.cbd.int/meetings/WGDSI-02.
17 CBD/WGDSI/2/L.1.
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