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Presentation Overview

• The InforMEA Initiative: 
– who we are

• Inter-operability: 
– elements and prerequisites

• The InforMEA Portal: 
– inform-educate-engage

• Future priorities: 
– Working spaces for national reporters to BD-related Conventions (DART)
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The InforMEA Initiative 

• CBD (biodiversity)
• CITES (trade in species)
• CMS (migratory species)
• ITPGR-FA (plants & crops)
• Ramsar (wetlands)
• IPPC (plant protection)
• UNESCO-WHC (heritage)
• UNCCD (soil)
• UNFCCC (climate change)

• Montreal Protocol (ozone)
• Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

(chemicals and wastes)
• Minamata (mercury)
• [SAICM]-chemicals management
• UNECE (5 MEAs)
• Regional Sea Conventions 
• Further regional Conventions 

(Carpathian, Caspian Sea)

Participating MEAs jointly work towards sharing information through open access 
solutions and common standards. The Initiative benefits from an extensive 
network of partners and institutional support from UNEP and operates through 
virtual working sessions and annual SC Meetings. It is co-chaired by UNEP and 
CITES and strongly supported by the European Union. 
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Interoperability – elements and prerequisites

• Technical interoperability (schemas, formats, APIs)
– Akoma Ntoso – piloting UN document standards for legislative documents

• Semantic interoperability – the negotiation of metadata standards
– topics and concepts (LEO Thesaurus)
– Future: potential pilot application for national reports to BD related MEAs 

• taxonomies, 
• goals and targets, 
• unique identifiers (organizations), 
• geo-reference

• Managing Knowledge: resource efficient tagging to metadata sets
– Testing of (semi-) auto tagging solution piloted on LEO Thesaurus
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a) InforMEA - INFORM
• Party Profiles

– National focal points (3,000), 
– National reports (6,000) and National plans (600) 
– National legislation (145,000) powered by FAO/ECOLEX
– Case Law (2,000) from UNEP/ECOLEX

• Treaty Profiles
– Analyzed treaty texts (75) 
– governing body decisions (11,000) and videos
– Joint calendar
– news updates

• Goals Section 
– Aichi, SDGs (including indicators), Global Env. Goals “mapped” to MEAs

• Document section (literature, documents - MEAs/IUCN/ECOLEX)
• LEO Thesaurus of term concepts and definitions 

Example of a Search Result: alien species 



THIS PROJECT IS FUNDED BY THE 
EUROPEAN UNION

a) InforMEA - INFORM
• Usage increased including from developing countries
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b) InforMEA E-learning: EDUCATE

• 25 courses available 
– free 
– multilingual 
– self paced 
– Certificate upon completion

• soon 10,000 registered learners from 195 countries
– Of which 2,800 learners are enrolled for BD-related courses
– Over 35 % successful completion rate

• 90% agree/strongly agree their learning objectives met
• New interface and partnership with UNITAR improved uptake
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c) InforMEA - INVOLVE

– Create experts database on regional and global basis
– Link up contact lists from different tools 

• learning alumni, 
• MEA focal points, 
• NBSAP forum members, 
• workshop participants, etc

– Encourage two way engagement (allow structured sharing of 
information)
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Future priorities of InforMEA

• Expanding and developing the “engage” component of InforMEA
• Negotiation more metadata standards and mappings (taxonomies, goals, etc)
• New interface initiated with new regional and topical sections (Biodiversity)
• Secure working spaces for national reporters to BD-related Conventions 

(DART)
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I. Why DART - A common space for reporters ?

AEWA
Start  Dec. 2017
Submit  April 2018

CBD
Start June 2017
Submit End 2018

Ramsar
Start Jan. 2017
Submit  Jan. 2018

Reporting is time consuming: 
• Involves search of relevant sources/documents
• for more and more detailed formats
• involves a significant number of experts and 

consultants
• In view of the different cycles and numbers of BD-

related conventions, reporting is almost a 
continuous process at the national level
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I. Why DART - A common space for reporters ?

A lot of Information is relevant for several Conventions’ reports
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Targets – relevant “filter” for BD reports

What about other filters: 
• Species?
• Location?
• Term concept?
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How might DART work ?

And why on InforMEA? 

• InforMEA already harvests relevant information and search options that could 
be made available for users directly in DART

• It is an MEA-supported and UN-administered, neutral and sustained  platform 
• The InforMEA Initiative is committed to interoperability and open source and 

has endorsed the creation of DART – which could also be place to offer tested 
solutions for “tagging” including but not only to goals, but potentially all other 
metadata standards developed by the initiative (species, terms, identifyers…)

• Interoperability will be ensured with Bioland, Biobridge, CHM, and potentially 
the tool can be linked to existing online reporting tools
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We look forward to your feed back

www.Informea.org

Eva.duer@un.org

Thank you!


