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Options for further improving the effectiveness of meetings under the Convention and its Protocols
I.	
Draft recommendation submitted by the Chair
The Subsidiary Body on Implementation
I
Recommendation for the Executive Secretary
1.	Requests the Executive Secretary to consult the Parties on the modalities for a possible Party-driven process to further improve the effectiveness of meetings under the Convention on Biological Diversity[footnoteRef:2] and its Protocols; [2:  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.] 

II
Recommendation for the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
2.	Recommends that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention adopt a decision along the following lines:
The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling decisions 16/25 of 1 November 2024, CP-11/5 of 1 November 2024 and NP‑5/10 of 1 November 2024,
Recognizing the need to further improve the effectiveness of meetings under the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocols, and ensure inclusiveness, transparency and equity, taking into account the needs of developing country Parties,
Reaffirming the important role of technology in supporting the efficiency and effectiveness of meetings, without prejudice to decision-making by consensus,
Reiterating the importance of securing funding to allow for more than one delegate for each developing country Party to participate and engage effectively in meetings,
1.	Welcomes the progress made in the implementation of measures to improve the effectiveness of processes under the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocols, as described in document CBD/SBI/6/9, takes note of the summary of submissions for improving the effectiveness of meetings contained in the same document, and notes the need to encourage more Parties to contribute to such improvement;
2.	Notes the pilot on the early submission of statements carried out for the twenty-seventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, and the application of the modalities for such submissions on a trial basis at subsequent intersessional meetings of the subsidiary bodies as a measure to improve the efficiency of meetings;
3.	Takes note of General Assembly resolution 79/138 and the efforts of the Secretary-General to strengthen the United Nations in order to keep pace with a changing world and to make it fit for present and future challenges;
4.	Encourages Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth and other relevant organizations to continue to participate actively in the early submission process whenever used for subsidiary or governing body meetings, provided that online submissions are translated and made available in the six official languages, subject to the availability of resources;
5.	Requests the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties and the Bureau of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice:
(a)	To continue to improve the modalities for the early submission of statements; 
(b)	To apply the modalities on a voluntary basis to all the agenda items of future meetings of the governing and the subsidiary bodies of the Convention and its Protocols;
6.	Encourages Parties to cooperate in streamlining decisions;
7.	Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources and in consultation with the Bureaux:
(a)	To hold, where possible, online briefing sessions for Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth and other stakeholders on the agenda items ahead of intergovernmental meetings held under the Convention and its Protocols, providing the overall context, the overview of the main agenda items and a summary of past discussions and outcomes; 
(b)	To develop and make available briefing materials on applicable meeting procedures of subsidiary and governing bodies;
(c)	To continue efforts to issue pre-session documents on time and to limit their number and length;
(d)	To provide draft guidelines for the operation of plenary sessions, contact groups and friends of the chair sessions to ensure consistency in the conduct of meetings, and to submit them for consideration at a meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation to be held before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention;
(e)	To prepare an analysis of possible use of technological tools for expediting decision-making processes; 
(f)	To continue to explore processes and measures, including the retirement of agenda items and the reduction of the number of items and of the consideration of matters that do not require specific decisions by Parties; 
(g)	To finalize the decision-tracking tool by enabling the tool to clearly track the implementation status of decisions of the Conference of the Parties;
(h)	To continue to facilitate training sessions on the management of multilateral negotiations for representatives identified to serve as chairs of working and contact groups and facilitators for friends of the chair groups;
8.	Also requests the Executive Secretary:
(a)	To continue to explore and make use of, as appropriate, relevant ways to improve the effectiveness of the processes, taking into account relevant practices under other multilateral environmental agreements and United Nations processes, as well as the responses to relevant notifications and decisions of the Conference of the Parties;
(b)	Identify options transferable to the Convention from the measures applied to improve the effectiveness of meetings in multilateral environmental agreements and United Nations processes, as contained in annex I to document CBD/SBI/6/9;
(c)	To invite submissions from Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth and other stakeholders on options to further improve the effectiveness of meetings under the Convention and its Protocols specifically with regard to the engagement of observers, and to pilot the options and lessons learned in the intersessional period leading to the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;
(d)	To report on the outcomes of the work requested in paragraph 7 and 8 of the present decision and submit a draft analysis of options to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation at a meeting held before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;
9.	[Decides to establish a Party-driven body in the form of an advisory body on effectiveness of processes under the Convention and its Protocols;] 
[9.Alt	Requests the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to consider measures for the further improvement of processes under the Convention and its Protocols, with the support of external experts, as necessary;]
III
Recommendation for the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
3.	Recommends that, at its twelfth meeting, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety[footnoteRef:3] adopt a decision along the following lines: [3:  Ibid., vol. 2226, No. 30619.] 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol,
Recognizing the need to ensure [the inclusiveness, transparency and equity of][the integrity of] the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety while pursuing efficiencies and, where appropriate, the integration of processes with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization,[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid., vol. 3008, No. 30619.] 

Reaffirming the important role of technology in supporting the efficiency and effectiveness of meetings, without prejudice to decision-making by consensus,
1.	Takes note of decision 17/-- of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention;
2.	Welcomes the progress made with the decision-tracking tool developed further to decision XII/28 of 17 October 2014 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, as described in document CBD/SBI/6/INF/11;
3.	Decides that decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety should be included in the decision-tracking tool; 
4.	Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps in that regard, beginning with decisions of its tenth and eleventh meetings; 
5.	Recalls its decision BS-VII/9 of 3 October 2014, by which it decided to hold its future ordinary meetings concurrently with the meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in the same two-week period in which the meetings of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention were held;
[6.	Reiterates its call upon [developed country] Parties[, and other Parties in a position to do so,] [to increase their contributions][to contribute] to the relevant voluntary trust fund to ensure the full and effective participation of representatives of developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition, in the concurrent meetings, as well as to increase their contribution to the Special Voluntary Trust Fund for Facilitating the Participation of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities;]
7.	Notes that chairs of groups considering matters under the Cartagena Protocol are to be selected from among the Parties to the Protocol;
IV
Recommendation for the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization 
4.	Recommends that, at its sixth meeting, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol adopt a decision along the following lines:
The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol, 
[bookmark: _Hlk214277284]Recognizing the need to ensure [the inclusiveness, transparency and equity][the integrity] of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization while pursuing efficiencies and, where appropriate, the integration of processes with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,
Reaffirming the important role of technology in supporting the efficiency and effectiveness of meetings, without prejudice to decision-making by consensus,
1.	Takes note of decision 17/-- of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention;
2.	Welcomes the progress made with the decision-tracking tool developed further to decision XII/28 of 17 October 2014 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, as described in document CBD/SBI/6/INF/11;
3.	Decides that decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization should be included in the decision-tracking tool; 
4.	Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps in that regard, beginning with decisions of its fourth and fifth meetings;
5.	Recalls its decision NP-1/12 of 14 October 2014, by which it decided to hold its future ordinary meetings concurrently with the meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and the meetings of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety within a two-week period; 
[6.	Reiterates its call upon [developed country] Parties [, and other Parties in a position to do so,] [to increase their contributions] [to contribute] to the relevant voluntary trust fund to ensure the full and effective participation of representatives of developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition, as well as to increase their contribution to the Special Voluntary Trust Fund for Facilitating the Participation of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities;]
[bookmark: _Hlk214832063]7.	Notes that chairs of groups considering matters under the Nagoya Protocol are to be selected from among the Parties to the Protocol.
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