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ONLINE DISCUSSION FORUM ON ECOLOGICALLY OR BIOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT 

MARINE AREAS IN PREPARATION FOR THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

CONCEPT NOTE 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

1. At its twenty-fourth meeting, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice (SBSTTA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted recommendation 24/10, on 

“ecologically or biologically significant marine areas”. In this recommendation, SBSTTA noted that the 

work on this issue was not completed due to the extraordinary circumstances prevailing.  

2. In the same recommendation, SBSTTA requested the Executive Secretary, in advance of the 

fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and subject to the availability of financial resources, to 

facilitate consultations among Parties, other Governments and relevant stakeholders, including indigenous 

peoples and local communities, women and youth, with a view to advancing discussions on ecologically or 

biologically significant marine areas. 

3. Pursuant to this request, an online discussion forum on conservation and sustainable use of marine 

and coastal biodiversity is being convened. It will be preceded by an opening webinar and followed by a 

closing webinar, as follows:  

• Opening webinar: 14 September 2022, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. EDT  

• Online discussion forum: 15-16 and 19-20 September 2022  

• Closing webinar: 21 September 2022, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. EDT 

 

II. OBJECTIVE AND FOCUS 

4. This online discussion forum is intended to provide an opportunity for discussions and sharing of 

views on the issues addressed in the annex to recommendation 24/10 on ecologically or biologically 

significant marine areas. This recommendation was adopted by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological Advice at its twenty-fourth meeting.  

5. In this recommendation, SBSTTA noted that the work on this issue was not completed at its twenty-

fourth meeting due to the extraordinary circumstances prevailing. In the same recommendation, SBSTTA 

requested the Executive Secretary to advance discussions on this issue prior to the fifteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to facilitate focused deliberations on these issues at that meeting. This online 

discussion forum is being convened in line with this request.   

III. PARTICIPATION 

6. Participation in the opening and closing webinars and in the online discussion forum is open only 

to selected participants, although the forum discussions can be viewed by anyone. In notification 2022-047, 

dated 28 July 2022, the Secretariat invited the nomination of experts to participate in this online discussion 

forum, to be held from 14 to 21 September 2022.  

7. The list of selected participants is provided in notification 2022-056. Participants were selected, in 

consultation with the Bureau of SBSTTA, based on relevant expertise and experience relating to 

ecologically or biologically significant marine areas, taking into account regional representation and gender 

balance. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-24/sbstta-24-rec-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2022/ntf-2022-047-marine-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2022/ntf-2022-056-marine-en.pdf
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IV. FORMAT AND APPROACH 

8. The main discussions will take place in the online forum, which is not a typical meeting format. It 

is an online platform hosted on the CBD webpage on which participants will post their input/views on a 

given topic and can respond to posts by other participants. The forum is open at all times of the day during 

the forum timeframe (15-16 and 19-20 September 2022; forum closed over the weekend).  

9. The opening webinar will provide background and context on the forum, briefing on input 

materials, instructions for how to engage in the forum and expected outcomes. The closing webinar will 

provide a summary of the discussion and guidance on next steps. 

10. The forum discussions will be organized according to specific threads (topics).  Participants are 

invited to post comments and engage in the discussions throughout the four days of the forum by 

subscribing to one or more of the existing threads. All threads will be active during the forum timeframe. 

V. FORUM OUTCOME 

11. The main outcome of the online discussion forum will be a report of the forum discussions that 

summarizes and synthesizes the elements raised in the forum and during the webinars. This report will be 

made available to the forthcoming fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

VI. SCHEDULE 

Activity Approach Timeframe 

Opening webinar Background and context on the forum, 

briefing on forum materials, instructions for 

how to engage in the forum and expected 

outcomes 

14 September 2022 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. EDT 

Online discussion 

forum 

Participants will post input/views on a 

given topic and can respond to posts by 

other participants.  

Forum opens at 12 am EDT, 15 

September 2022 

Forum closes at 11.59 pm, 

20 September 2022 

Forum will be suspended from  

11.59 pm EDT, 16 September to 

12:00 am EDT,19 September 2022 

(suspended over the weekend) 

Closing webinar Summary of the discussion and briefing of 

the preparation of the forum outcome and 

input to the fifteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties 

21 September 2022 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. EDT 

 

VII. AGENDA FOR THE OPENING AND CLOSING WEBINARS 

Opening webinar 

• Opening of the webinar 

o Mr. Hesiquio Benitez Diaz, Chair of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice  
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• Introduction, context, objectives and expected outputs of the online discussion forum 

o Forum co-facilitators 

• Briefing on logistics and technical issues 

o CBD Secretariat 

• Forum documents and overview of the forum threads / areas of discussion 

o Forum co-facilitators 

• Q&A / Discussion 

o Moderated by forum co-facilitators 

 

Closing webinar 

• Opening of the webinar 

o Mr. Hesiquio Benitez Diaz, Chair of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice  

• Overview and summary of the discussions under the online forum 

o Forum co-facilitators 

• Preparation of the report of the online forum and input to the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties 

o Forum co-facilitators 

• Q&A / Discussion 

o Moderated by forum co-facilitators 

__________ 


