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Submissions to Notifications

• Previously on the legacy platform of the BCH, there were two 

Submissions formats: 

• Submissions from Parties & other Governments

• Submissions from relevant organizations

• On the previous platform of this BCH, challenges were 

encountered where users were using the format incorrectly and 

using the format to submit information that should be published 

using another format.

• At the Eleventh meeting of the BCH IAC, outcome was to make 

the Submissions format only available to the Secretariat 



Submissions to Notifications

• In light of recent Notifications calling for the submission of 

information, changes were made to address inefficiencies 

in the submission process
• 2023-06 (Submission of information on synthetic biology); and 

• 2023-07 (Risk Assessment and Risk Management under the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety: submission of information pursuant to paragraph 7 and paragraph 8 of 

decision CP-10/10)

• Receiving submissions:
• Standard Secretariat modality for receiving submissions is through e-mail 

exchange. 

• Displaying submissions:
• New search interface consolidates all published records in the BCH

• Previously, Secretariat staff manually build landing pages for each call for 

submissions.



Submissions to Notifications: What has been done

• Reception of submissions for Notification 2023-07:

• Encouraged submitters to send their submissions using the 

new platform of the BCH rather than email.

• Success of the initial pilot: 15/17 submissions were received 

directly through the BCH



Submissions to Notifications: What has been done

• Display of submissions:
• New ‘Submissions to Notifications’ landing page developed with the Search 

function of the BCH.

1) Separates submissions records from other records in the BCH

• Provides a series of search filters

2) Allows for the automated creation of landing pages for each individual 

submission process. 



Submissions to Notifications: What has been done



Online forums

• Discussions at the eleventh meeting of the BCH IAC

• “Migration of online forums” was indicated in the 

chronogram as an item to be considered after the launch of 

the new platform.

• The Committee suggested that the new BCH should have 

the function to host online forums. 

• Indicated that previous online forums could be archived as 

static HTML.



Online forums

• Current framework

• Inconsistent user experience

• Navigating traffic toward the legacy platform in activities in 

which users are actively interacting on the BCH



Online forums: What has been done

• IT development on the new forum structure on the BCH began 

Fall 2022.

• 100% compatible with the previous forum 

• Key pain points and improvements have been identified as part 

of the forum development on the new platform.

• Modernize the user interface, consistent with the UI/UX of the new platform;

• Improve approach to thread structure (chronological vs nestled);

• Add ability for users to ‘quote’ previous messages posted to the forum;

• Improve text entry using rich text editor (bold, italics, link, etc)

• Add centralized location for all file attachments uploaded within the forum;

• Automate the forum opening and closing time;

• Automate forum engagement statistics for improved internal reporting.



Online forums: What has been done

• The first forum hosted on the new platform of the BCH, the 

“Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment” took 

place on 11-25 April 2023.
• The forum experienced over 20% more engagement (posts) than the 2018-

2020 iteration of the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment



Online forums: What has been done

• The Secretariat conducted a forum participant survey to 

rate user experience (44 responses).



Online forums: What has been done



Online forums: Next steps for consideration

• Future forums and online discussions related to the Cartagena 

Protocol occur through the new BCH platform;

• Build a “Portals and Forums” landing page on the new platform;

• Continue the list of forum improvements (quote, centralized 

location for attachments, improve text editor, etc)

• Maintain previous forum 

discussions on legacy BCH 

Platform

• Getting Help: create new 

Forum tour and 

other help materials.

• Question for the committee: 

desire to bring back the 

BCH IAC forum?



Online format for the Fifth National Report

• Decision CP-10/9 approved the format and guidelines for the 

submission of the Fifth National Report and requested the 

Executive Secretary to make the final format available online 

through the BCH.

• Current active priority is the building of the online formats

• Considering the limited IT resources available at the Secretariat, 

a web development consultant has been engaged to support the 

front-end development of this new format on the BCH.

• The “National Reports Analyzer” tool will also be updated to 

reflect the new reporting format



Next steps for consideration

• Submissions to Notifications: 
• Continue encouraging the use of the new platform in the submission 

process for Notifications related to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

• Online Forums:
• Future forums and online discussions related to the Cartagena Protocol 

occur through the new BCH platform;

• Build a “Portals and Forums” landing page on the new platform;

• Continue the list of forum improvements (search, centralized attachments, 

etc)

• Maintain previous forum discussions on legacy

• Forum help materials (onboarding tour)

• BCH IAC forum?

• Request IAC members that participated to provide feedback on their 

experience

• 5th National Report:
• Build the new online format (currently in development)

• Update the National Report Analyzer tool 


