
The Contribution of Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities’ Lands, Territories and Waters Towards Area-

Based Conservation Targets in the First Draft of the Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework (Targets 3, 1, 2) 



Objectives

• Review the text of the Targets 1-3

• Summarize IIFB’s initial analysis of these Targets 

• Suggest amendments to the text



Target 1 Text From Draft 1

Target 1. Ensure that all land and sea areas globally are under
integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning, addressing
land- and sea-use change, retaining existing intact and
wilderness areas.



Analysis of Target 1

• Target covers all ecosystems and land use categories including IPs and LCs lands, waters and
territories. These territories are a distinct land use category in spatial planning (UNDRIP/WCIP
Outcomes/SDG1)

• Land use change is one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss. COP-adopted TK indicator includes 
land use change in territories of IPLCs

• IP lands contain majority of “wilderness” or intact areas with low-level human impact (IPBES 2019 
and UNEP-WCMC) contain the majority biodiversity. The term of “wilderness” is not an accurate 
description, because all of these lands have human interface and interaction.

• Spatial planning conservation efforts 
• Need to include IPLCs who occupy their territories (Link to Target 20 and 21) 
• Cannot result in displacement/criminalization of IPLCs who promote conservation (Link to 

Articles 8(j) and 10(c), and Target 9); 
• Present an opportunity to promote ‘Living in Harmony with Nature’ by integrating science and 

TK and respecting IP spatial planning (Link to Articles 8(j) and 18(4))

• It is not clear whether this includes all marine, coastal and freshwater areas as well – it should be
more consistent with Target 2 at the very least.



Target 1 Text Suggested at the Caucus

Target 1. Ensure that all land, sea and fresh waters areas
globally are under integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial
planning addressing land- and sea-use change, retaining existing
intact and wilderness areas, and recognizing the rights of
Indigenous peoples and local communities over lands, territories,
waters and resources.

.



Target 2 Text From Draft 1

Target 2. Ensure that at least 20 per cent of degraded freshwater,
marine and terrestrial ecosystems are under restoration, ensuring
connectivity among them and focusing on priority ecosystems.



Analysis of Target 2

• Restoration is a priority among many IPLC’s, complementary to conservation and 
customary sustainable use. This requires secure customary land tenure, control 
and management. (Links to Articles 8(j) and 10(c) as well as Targets 9, 20 and 21)

• Many IPLC’s are facing external threats which are degrading and damaging 
communities’ territories. For this, secure land tenure and management could 
ensure that this damage can not happen. (Links to Targets 15, 18, 20 and 21)

• IPs territories are often key biodiversity areas, definitely would fall on priority 
ecosystems. (IPBES 2019)

• Restoration action needs to be inclusive of IPs traditional knowledge, innovations, 
practices and technologies obtained with FPIC in order to avoid unintended 
negative consequences for biodiversity and people. (Links to Articles 8(j), 10(c) 
and 18(4) as well as Targets 20 and 21 and UNDRIP)



Target 2 Text Suggested at the Caucus

Target 2. Ensure that at least 20 per cent of degraded freshwater,
marine and terrestrial ecosystems are under restoration, ensuring
connectivity among them and focusing on priority ecosystems and
enabling and supporting restoration initiatives of indigenous peoples
and local communities.



Target 3 Text From Draft 1

Target 3. Ensure that at least 30 per cent globally of land areas and of
sea areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and
its contributions to people, are conserved through effectively and
equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-connected
systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation
measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and seascapes.



Analysis of Target 3

• Regardless of the per cent, it is important to take into account not only a 
quantitative but also a qualitative evaluation of conservation.

• Indigenous peoples land, territories and waters already cover at least 25% of 
Global area, but only 10% is legally recognized.

• Regarding “biodiversity’s contribution to people”. It is important to maintain 
reciprocal relationships between nature and peoples, which are foundations for 
equitable and balanced management of biodiversity. There is a need to stress 
that people need to contribute to biodiversity conservation to get biodiversity 
contributing to people.

• Most of the world’s biodiversity is on indigenous land, territories and waters 
which is already evidence of effective management of biodiversity. 

• The inclusion of the word “equitably” must include the recognition of Indigenous 
peoples management, and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.



Analysis of Target 3

• Indigenous peoples, land, territories, and waters are more than, and, distinct from protected areas
and/or OECMs, and cannot be confined to these two categories. We do not want to see all of our
territories fall under conservation measures.

• There is need to ensure that indigenous land, territories and waters have a distinct recognition
taking into account that some indigenous land territories, and water can be Indigenous Conserved
Areas, Indigenous Protected Areas or OECMs, if there is FPIC.

• IPLCs who traditionally govern and conserve lands and waters need to be appropriately recognized 
and collectively secure.

• Conservation, customary use and benefit sharing all need to be considered in Indigenous area 
based conservation, and this needs to be reflected in a rights based approach inclusive of Free 
Prior and Informed Consent. (Links to Targets 13, 18, 19, 20 and 21)

• Appropriate financial resourcing will be required to ensure both the establishment and perpetual 
operation of these conserved spaces. (Links to Targets 18 and 19)



Target 3 Text Suggested at the Caucus

Target 3. Ensure that at least 30 per cent globally of land areas
and of sea areas, especially areas of particular importance for
biodiversity and its contributions to people, are conserved
through effectively and equitably governed and managed,
ecologically representative and well-connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-based conservation
measures, with the free prior and informed consent of
indigenous peoples and local communities, and including through
appropriate recognition and support for the collective lands,
territories and resources of indigenous peoples and local
communities, and integrated into the wider landscapes and
seascapes.



Many thanks


