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Substantive pages on the Cartagena Protocol

• Migration of substantive pages were not part of the initial 

migration, but instead to be re-integrated with the 

Convention webpages in line with the web strategy. 



Building on record functionalities

• Exporting information from the BCH 

• Record maintenance – addressing accuracy and completeness 

of published information

• Record completeness 

• Linkages between records in the BCH

• Timeframe confirmation



Record functionalities: Export

• Basic export functionality was available at the time of the 

launch of the new platform

• While users can now export basic record details, many key fields are not 

included.

• Since each common format has a unique list of fields, the selection of fields 

for the export need to be determined for each format.

• It therefore requires substantial time to implement, as Secretariat staff need 

to identify which fields to be included and IT staff need to implement on a 

format-by-format basis.

• This task has been completed for National Focal Point and Biosafety 

Organization records

• Next step: LMO, Genetic elements, Organism exports



Record functionalities: Record Maintenance

• In decision CP-10/5, the Executive Secretary was requested to 

maintain and make necessary improvements to the Biosafety 

Clearing-House, including continuing to ensure information 

in the clearing-house is up-to-date. 

• The current system for communicating outdated, missing, 

or erroneous information in the BCH is conducted via email 

communication. 

• Resources provided by UNEP GEF BCH III project for the 

engagement of a web development consultant to support 

this work.



Record functionalities: Record Maintenance

• Leverage the BCH to better support and 

simplify the process of keeping 

information up-to-date

• How can we more easily display issues 

of record accuracy and completeness? 

• COP 14/25 decision: endorsed the Joint 

Modalities of Operation for the clearing-

house of the Convention (CHM), the 

BCH and the Access and Benefit-

sharing Clearing-House (ABS CH).



Record functionalities: Record Maintenance

• Creation of a landing page for Governments to support the 

management of their records and information in the BCH. 



Record Maintenance: Record Completeness

• Record completeness

1) Resolving issues from the old platform: records missing mandatory 

information

2) Records containing broken URL links



Record Maintenance: Outdated Linkages

• Outdated linkages
• Implications of a record deletion/update on linked records



Record Maintenance: Outdated Linkages

• Communicate to users viewing the record in Search: 

• Display message beside linked record notifying users that the linked 

record has been updated



Record Maintenance: Outdated Linkages

• Communicate to users viewing the record in the “Edit” form in 

Submit: 

• Display message beside linked record notifying users that the linked 

record has been updated



Record Maintenance: Outdated Linkages

• Communicate to the owner of the record by email and in their 

“Record maintenance” landing page: Inform them that the record has 

been updated. The national focal point can decide to:

a) update the linkage/reference to the latest version of the record; 

or

b) maintain linkage/reference to the initial version of the record



Record Maintenance: Timeframe Confirmation

• A system in which a record would need to be re-confirmed 

by its author or government after a given period has passed

• Timeframe Confirmation can sometimes be mandatory (a specific time 

period is pre-determined)

A

• Competent National Authorities (CNA)

• National Databases (NDB)

• Organizations (ORG)

• Laboratories for detection and identification of LMOs (LAB)



Record Maintenance: Timeframe Confirmation

• A system in which a record would need to be re-confirmed 

by its author or government after a given period has passed

• In certain formats, Timeframe Confirmation is an option within the 

submission form.

B

• Biosafety Laws, Regulations, Guidelines and Agreements (LAW) 

• Countries' Decisions or any other Communications (DEC) 

• Risk Assessments generated by a regulatory process (RA) 

• Risk Assessments generated by an independent or non-regulatory process 

(IRA) 



Record functionalities: Timeframe Confirmation

• Two key considerations related to its implementation: 

• 1) Standard functionality:

• After a record’s expiry date has passed, focal points have a 3-month 

window to confirm the record

• After this period, the record will be marked as “Not confirmed” 

• How best to indicate records as “Not confirmed”?



Record functionalities: Timeframe Confirmation

• Two key considerations related to its implementation: 

• 2) Initial roll-out of the feature

• Many records on the BCH will initially be marked as “Not Confirmed” re-

confirmation

• Initial “3 month” window may be insufficient considering the number of 

records requiring reconfirmation



Next steps for consideration

Substantive pages 
• Re-integrate with the CBD webpage in line with the web strategy

Export
• Continue export functionality for remaining common formats

Record maintenance:
• Build record maintenance to improve the accuracy and completeness of records in 

the BCH.

• Record completeness
• Support focal points in the identification of missing/outdated information (missing 

mandatory fields, broken URLs)

• Outdated linkages
• Communicate changes in linkages between records to users in Search

• Inform owners of changes, allowing them to decide which version should be 

linked/referenced.

• Timeframe confirmation
• Considerations for implementation: initial window for parties to re-confirm published 

records


