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Non-paper

The Conference of Parties,

Recalling its decisions XI1/25 of 17 October 2014, 15/4, 15/13 and 15/19 of 19 December
2022 and 16/11 of 1 November 2024,

[1.  [Welcomes]|Takes note of] [with appreciation] [the summary for policymakers of] The
Thematic Assessment Report on the Interlinkages among Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health
(“nexus assessment”) of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services[, including its summary for policymakers and its key messages, [as well as the
71 response options,] and [highlights][notes] its relevance to the work undertaken under the
Convention on Biological Diversity' and to the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework;]*]

[2.  [Encourages][Invites] Parties and other Governments, [in line with][taking into
account] national circumstances, [and] priorities [and capabilities][and relevant international
obligations], [as appropriate, to consider taking into account the summary for policymakers in the
implementation of the Convention] [and subnational authorities, actors other than national
Governments][, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and girls, children and youth,
persons with disabilities, the private sector and [other] relevant organizations and [other]
stakeholders], as appropriate, to [promote and] implement a synergistic and holistic approach to
biodiversity issues in line with the nexus assessment [and by:

(a) Building awareness of the interlinkages, synergies® and trade-offs* among biodiversity,
water, food, health and climate change;

(b)  Promoting and supporting the use of the response options identified in the nexus
assessment;

(c) Identifying policy, governance and financing options for promoting synergistic actions
and outcomes across the nexus elements, including through the use of the road map for nexus action;

(d)  Promoting and supporting research, data collection and the co-production of knowledge,
including engagement with indigenous and local knowledge systems, aimed at better understanding
the interactions, synergies and trade-offs among biodiversity, water, food, health and climate change;

(e) Promoting and supporting engagement and coordination of government authorities,
subnational authorities, actors other than national Governments, indigenous peoples and local

! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.

2 Decision 15/4, annex.

3 Synergy is defined in the summary for policymakers of the nexus assessment as the enhancement of a desirable outcome in one
element leading to the enhancement of another element.

4 A trade-off is defined in the summary for policymakers of the nexus assessment as the enhancement of a desirable outcome in
one element leading to the deterioration of another element.
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communities, women and girls, children and youth, persons with disabilities, the private sector and
other relevant organizations and stakeholders, as appropriate, in decision-making, to enhance the
uptake of the findings of the nexus assessment];

]

3. Encourages coordination and cooperation between the Secretariat of the Convention
and the secretariats of relevant multilateral environmental agreements, international organizations
and stakeholders working on biodiversity, water, food, health and climate change, consistent with
their respective mandates;

[4. [Welcomes][Takes note of| [with appreciation] [the summary for policymakers of] The
Thematic Assessment Report on the Underlying Causes of Biodiversity Loss and the Determinants of
Transformative Change and Options for Achieving the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity (“transformative
change assessment”) of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services, [including its summary for policymakers and its key messages, and
[highlights][notes] its [potential] relevance to the work undertaken under the Convention and to the
implementation of the Framework;]]

[5. [Encourages][Invites] Parties and other Governments, [in line with][taking into
account] national circumstances, priorities[, capabilities] and relevant international obligations, and
subnational authorities, actors other than national Governments[, indigenous peoples and local
communities, women and girls, children and youth, persons with disabilities, the private sector and
other relevant organizations and stakeholders,] as appropriate, [to promote and] implement
approaches in line with the transformative change assessment [and by:

(a) Taking into consideration the findings of the transformative change assessment in their
actions to implement the Framework;

(b)  Building awareness of the need for transformative change to achieve the 2030 targets
and mission and 2050 goals and vision of the Framework;

(c)  Promoting and supporting the four principles identified in the transformative change
assessment in the implementation of the Framework, namely, equity and justice, pluralism and
inclusion, respectful and reciprocal human-nature relationships, and adaptative learning and action;

(d)  Promoting and supporting the use of the five complementary strategies and associated
actions identified in the transformative change assessment in the implementation of the Framework;

(e) Promoting and supporting the engagement of government authorities, subnational
authorities, actors other than national Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities,
women and girls, children and youth, persons with disabilities, the private sector and other relevant
organizations and stakeholders, as appropriate, in decision-making to enhance the uptake of the
findings of the transformative change assessment;

(f)  Evaluating the contribution of policies to transformative change and, if needed, make
them more inclusive, well resourced and focused on places of high value to nature and people, as
described in the transformative change assessment, while recognizing the rights of indigenous
peoples and local communities;

(g) Promoting and supporting transformative change in all sectors, prioritizing the sectors
most responsible for biodiversity loss, as described in the transformative change assessment];

]

6. [Welcomes][ Takes note with appreciation of| The Methodological Assessment Report
on the Impact and Dependence of Business on Biodiversity and Nature’s Contributions to People
(“business and biodiversity assessment”) of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, [welcomes] its summary for policymakers| and key messages,
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and notes its relevance to the work undertaken under the Convention on Biological Diversity and to
the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework];

7. Recognizes that all businesses depend and have impacts on biodiversity and can be
agents of positive change;

8. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to use, as appropriate, the
findings of the business and biodiversity assessment to support the implementation of the Convention
and the Framework;

9. Encourages Parties and other Governments, as appropriate and in accordance with
national circumstances and priorities[, to consider]:

(a) To create or enhance enabling environments for sustainable business [and consumption]
practices, including by:

[(i) Setting up or strengthening and enforcing policy, legal and regulatory frameworks that
provide incentives or mandate actions by business and financial institutions to
contribute to the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of biodiversity;]

[(ii)) Providing available information on the impacts and dependencies of business practices
on biodiversity to enable sustainable consumption patterns;]

(iii) Integrating biodiversity considerations into relevant policy, legal, financial or regulatory
and fiscal frameworks, and progressively aligning incentives and public and private
financial flows with the goals and targets of the Framework;

(iv) Supporting capacity-building and development activities focused on measuring and
managing business impacts and dependencies on biodiversity;

(v)  Encouraging business and financial institutions, financial actors and other relevant
actors to contribute to creating or enhancing the enabling environment for sustainable
business practices and engage in the implementation of the Framework and national
biodiversity strategies and action plans;

[(vi) Promoting, as appropriate and consistent with national circumstances, transparency and
disclosure of business impacts, dependencies, risks and opportunities related to
biodiversity;]

(b)  To [further] identify[, in addition to the gaps identified in the business and biodiversity
assessment,] and support efforts to address gaps in knowledge and [the][its] application [of
knowledge] for measuring and managing the impacts and dependencies of business on biodiversity
and nature’s contributions to people, including by:

(i)  Providing actionable guidance and facilitating the uptake and consistent application of
existing methods, knowledge and data for measuring and managing the impacts and
dependencies of businesses and financial actors on biodiversity and nature’s
contributions to people;

(i) Enabling the collection and sharing of information[, as appropriate,] on the activities
[and locations] of businesses, their operations and value chains, including through
[disclosure and] traceability mechanisms;

(iii)  Supporting research and data collection, [ensuring the free, prior and informed consent®
of'indigenous peoples and local communities when undertaking activities affecting them
and their territories, where applicable,] including through capacity-building and
development, scientific and technical cooperation|[, financial support] and the
development and strengthening of relevant national data infrastructure[, ensuring the

5 All references to “free, prior and informed consent” refer to the tripartite terminology of “prior and informed consent”, “free,
prior and informed consent” and “approval and involvement”.
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free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples and local communities when
undertaking activities affecting them and their territories, where applicable];

(iv) Strengthening the interweaving of science and the traditional knowledge and practices
of indigenous peoples and local communities, with their free, prior and informed
consent, in accordance with national legislation and international instruments;

(c) To strengthen meaningful engagement and collaboration with business and financial
institutions, financial actors and other relevant actors, including indigenous peoples and local
communities, women and youth;

[(d) To strengthen and promote access to financial instruments and technical support for
businesses, considering their size, activities and economic context, while ensuring that companies
preserve and sustainably use biodiversity;]

10.  Strongly encourages business and financial institutions, financial actors and other
relevant actors to consider the key messages of the summary for policymakers of the business and
biodiversity assessment and take action,[ as appropriate,] in line with the options outlined in the
assessment, including:

(a) To identify and use appropriate existing methods to measure, manage|[ and disclose]
their impacts and dependencies on biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people;

(b)  To use that information to develop strategies that guide decision-making and actions
aimed at addressing risks, seizing opportunities and improving biodiversity outcomes, in line with
the Framework;

(c) To allocate, participate in and benefit from economic instruments and financial
incentives that promote biodiversity restoration, conservation and sustainable use while discouraging
harmful activities;

(d) [[Where appropriate,] to share fairly and equitably benefits][To ensure the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits] arising from the utilization of genetic resources[ and from digital
sequence information on genetic resources], as well as from traditional knowledge associated with
genetic resources, in line with the Framework;

11.  Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to engage in the review
processes for the preparation of the assessments and other deliverables, where relevant, of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services;

12.  Welcomes the approval of the undertaking of a second global assessment of biodiversity
and ecosystem services, which will be considered by the Plenary of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services at one of its future session;

13.  Encourages Parties, other Governments, subnational authorities, indigenous peoples
and local communities, women and youth, relevant organizations and other stakeholders, as
appropriate, to engage in the preparation of the second global assessment of biodiversity and
ecosystem services, in particular the review processes, noting its relevance to the work undertaken
under the Convention and that it will be a major scientific input to the global review of collective
progress in the implementation of the Framework to be considered at the nineteenth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties;

[14. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention:

(a) To invite Parties, other Governments, subnational authorities, actors other than national
Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and girls, children and youth,
persons with disabilities, the private sector and other relevant organizations and stakeholders, as
appropriate, to submit their views and experiences on implementing transformative change and nexus
approaches when implementing the Framework, compile that information and make it available to
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the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting held before the
eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

(b)  To utilize the findings of the nexus and transformative change assessments in relevant
work undertaken under the Convention, including when developing guidance for the implementation
of the Framework, policy coherence and communication, education and public awareness; |

(c) To further strengthen the engagement and cooperation of the Secretariat of the
Convention with the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services in order to support the implementation of the recommendations from the midterm review of
the Platform[, including, in particular, those on increasing the policy relevance and uptake of
assessments and other deliverables];

[(d) Subject to the availability of resources, and in collaboration with relevant organizations
and initiatives, to strengthen the work of the Global Partnership for Business and Biodiversity, with
a view to enhancing the uptake of the findings of the business and biodiversity assessment;]

[(e) Subject to the availability of resources, and in collaboration with relevant organizations,
to develop, capacity-building activities and technical guidance to support Parties, in particular
developing country Parties, in promoting the integration of biodiversity into business and the
financial sector, in accordance with the goals and targets of the Framework.]

15.  Encourages the regional and subregional technical and scientific cooperation support
centres and the Global Coordination Entity to engage in the review processes for the scoping and
preparation of the assessments and other deliverables, and to make active use of completed
deliverables, where relevant;

[16. Requests the technical and scientific cooperation support centres and the Global
Coordination Entity to provide, upon request, support for capacity-building and development for
implementing transformational and nexus approaches when implementing the Framework;]

[17. Invites the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services:

(@) To consider how to further facilitate the uptake of the key messages identified in the
nexus and transformative change assessments by Parties, subnational authorities, actors other than
national Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and girls, children and
youth, persons with disabilities, the private sector and other relevant organizations and stakeholders;]

(b)  To consider, when developing its future work:

(i)  The needs, gaps and challenges expressed in the global report on collective progress in
the implementation of the Framework;

(ii))  The outcomes of the global review of collective progress in the implementation of the
Framework;

(i) The potential use of tailored knowledge products to enhance the accessibility and
usability of its assessments for the implementation of the Framework;

18.  Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice[ and
the Subsidiary Body on Implementation] to consider the outputs of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services according to the schedule contained in the
annex to the present decision and to make recommendations, as appropriate;
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