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Tool for MEAs 

–

DART



DART is the first tool 
supporting Parties to 

effectively use synergies in 
the field of national reporting

The development and testing of DART benefits from 
the support by SCBD (CBD COP decision XIV/25, 

para 4)



Presentation Overview: 

• Challenges of national reporting

• The Data Reporting Tool for MEAs – DART
• The aim of DART

• How DART works:

• Walk through DART

• Next steps

• Benefits of using DART



Challenges of national reporting

Reporting is time consuming: 
• Involves search of relevant 

sources/documents;
• For more and more detailed formats;
• Involves a significant number of experts 

and consultants;
• In view of the different cycles and 

numbers of BD-related conventions, 
reporting is almost a continuous process 
at the national level.

AEWA
Start  Dec. 2017
Submit  April 2018

CBD
Start June 2017
Submit End 2018

Ramsar
Start Jan. 2017
Submit  Jan. 2018

CMS
Start  2019
Submit  2019



Challenges of national reporting 

Challenges that need to be addressed to reduce the workload and 
to make national reporting processes more efficient include: 
• The submission of the same kind of information to multiple 

agreements (according to different reporting cycles and different 
responsibilities in countries); 

• Information and data needed for reporting are scattered in 
numerous places within the internet and are not all easily 
accessible;

• Organizing and maintaining national information in a way that 
facilitates the re-use of information under multiple agreements; 



The Data Reporting Tool for MEAs –
DART
The aim of DART is to create 

• collective national working spaces 
that will help 

• organizing, sharing, maintaining 
documentation 

• in the context of national reports to 
biodiversity related agreements. 



1. Request a “country instance” 
Aichi Target 

1
SPMS 

Target 1
Ramsar 
Target 1

SDG Target 
1

EU Strategy

National reports:
- CBD
- CMS
- Ramsar
- CITES

National 
Target 1

National 
Target 2

National 
Target 3

National 
Target  …

2. Include the NBSAPs

3. Map NBSAPs to global targets

4. Include and map items

How DART works:

NFP/National Reporters



Walk through DART















Next steps:

• Roll-out to countries
Functionalities:
• Include global indicators
• Cross-linkages among strategic plans of Biodiversity-related 

Conventions
• Further exploring links to online reporting systems of Biodiversity-

related Conventions
• Establish links to further tools, e.g. UNBiodiversity Lab
• Translation in all UN languages



Benefits of using DART

DART facilitates:
• Discovery and retrieval of relevant biodiversity information for reporting 

purposes; 

• Organizing/curating the information and reference documents for a specific 
report;

• Supports the analysis of national information against the SDGs. 

The use of the same working space by several reporters:
• fosters communication and cooperation at the national level;

• facilitates the re-use of information in the spirit of “enter once, re-use 
several times”. 



Thank you very much!

For further information, 

see project concept included in the 
documentation for this workshop

or contact:
Diane Klaimi: diane.klaimi@un.org

Eric Wiedmer: 
eric.wiedmer@natureconsult.ch

webpages:
https://www.informea.org/
https://dart.informea.org



Additional slides:



A common space for reporters ?

FOEN, UNEP-WCMC, NatureConsult 
(2016). Elements for a modular reporting
against the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 
UNEP-WCMC, Cambridge. 

UNEP/CBD/COP/13/INF/24



• CBD (biodiversity)
• CITES (trade in species)
• CMS/AEWA (migratory species)
• ITPGR-FA (plants & crops)
• Ramsar (wetlands)
• IPPC (plant protection)
• UNESCO-WHC (heritage)
• UNCCD (soil)
• UNFCCC (climate change)
• Montreal Protocol (ozone)

• Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
(chemicals and wastes)

• Minamata (mercury)
• [SAICM]-chemicals management
• UNECE (5 Conventions)
• DOALOS (Law of the Sea)
• Regional Sea Conventions 

(Oceans) and further regional 
Conventions (Carpathian, Caspian 
Sea)

The InforMEA Initiative
Participating MEAs jointly work towards sharing information through open access 
solutions and common standards. 

Observers:  ECOLEX, FAO, UNDP, UN Training and Research, IMF, UNEP-WCMC, 
IUCN



InforMEA – Webtool
https://www.informea.org/

search or browse the following content per topic or region:
• 12 000 COP Decisions;
• 8000 national reports; 1000 national implementation plans;
• 150 000 laws; 2500 cases; 50 000 publications (in part via 

FAO/ECOLEX)
• Glossary (term concepts with definitions and relations)
• 50 Treaty texts analyzed against glossary/SDGs and Aichi Targets
• E-learning section offers 25 free multilingual courses on MEAs
• Calendar, news and events


