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Main Ecosystems and habitat zones and their  distribution 

in State of Palestine 

Examples of 

Protected Areas

Habitat TypeEcosystem

Wadi alQuff, Um-

Um-Tutt

Tayyassir

Wadi Shoubash

Tammoun

Um-Saffa

- Quercus calliprinus woodland on 

limestone

--Park forest of Ceratonia siliqua and 

-Pistacia lentiscus

Semi-Steppe Batha

-Pinus halepensis and Arbutus andrachne

woodland

- The Central Highlands 

Um-Rihan- Quercus calliprinus woodland on 

limestone

- The Semi-Coastal

Jerusalem WildernessSteppe- The Eastern Slopes 

Wadi Quilt and Ein

Auja

Savannoid mediterranean vegetation- The Jordan Valley

Wadi GazaWetland- The Coastal Plain 

(Gaza Strip)
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NBSAP (Biodiveristy Strategy Main Goal) :Conservation

and sustainable use of Biodiversity within the framework

of national sustainable development in Palestine

Biodiversity Strategy Objectives:-

1)- Conservation of Palestine’s Biodiversity

2)- Sustainable use of Palestine’s biodiversity

3)-Enhancement of local knowledge, skills, attitudes and

practices for the conservation and the sustainable

use of biodiversity

4)- Equitable sharing of biodiversity benefits

5)-Development of Palestinian institutional and human

resource capacity in the field of biodiversity



1- Development and Management of a National Protected Areas System;
2- Mainstreaming of Biodiversity & protected Areas
3- Protecting Traditional Indigenous Knowledge and Property Rights 
4- Development & Implementation of Biosafety Frameworks
5- Habitat Restoration 
6- Collaborative Management of Biodiversity

7- Combating Desertification & Invasive species and Adapting with the  

Adverse  impacts of Climate Change.

8- Improving and Enforcing the Environmental Law/ Other National 

Legislations  and Frameworks on Biodiversity and protected Areas

9- Developing and Establishing of a Biodiversity & Protected Areas 

Information System and database   

10- Promotion and management of Eco-tourism/and investigating 

Economical Aspects of Biodiversity & Protected Areas

11- Coastal Zone Management in Gaza & Dead Sea

12- Applying Ex-Situ Conservation and Establishment of a GeneBank
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Priority Initiatives for NBSAPP



Pressures and threats to biodiversity
• Continuos Israëli occupation to Palestine

• Habitat Fragmentation through Sttlements, Separation wall… 

• Unsustainable grazing

• Logging, fuelwood removal and uprooting of trees

• Fires

• Unsustainable hunting

• Habitat destruction for construction and conversion to 

agriculture

• Overexploitation of economically valuable plants

• Uncontrolled tourism

• Uncontrolled archaeological excavations

• Pollution with solid Waste,chemicals and waste water disposal

• Unsuitable management practices

• Climate change
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Proposed Vision of the CHM of the State of Palestine:

“To live in harmony with our environment and sustainably benefitting

from our natural resources to achieve significantly the implementation

of the NBSAPP and the CBD Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

2020, through effective information and technologies services

exchange and other appropriate means in order to promote and

facilitate scientific and technical cooperation, knowledge sharing, and

information exchange, and to establish a fully national operational

network of partners“.
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Proposed National Plan (Roadmap) for the State of Palestine  to 

establish strong and sustainable national CHM:

a) Designate a CHM NFP with appropriate expertise

b) Develop a national CHM implementation strategy as an

NBSAP component

c) Develop the CHM for NBSAP implementation and review

d) Strengthen links between the CHM and the existing networks,

and exchange mechanisms with national databases

e) Formulate national Steering Committee for the CHM

f) Allocate and mobilize resources to implement and sustain the

CHM

g) Management of the responsibilities and roles of the CHM

h) Promotion and identification of the national biodiversity

information sources

i) Use of the CHM as a public outreach and dialogue tool

j) Adapt the CHM website to be available in national or local

languages
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Proposed Goals and Objectives of the CHM:
The CHM portal main objective of the State of Palestine is to provide an

effective mechanism for promoting, enabling access to, information and

technologies exchange for the sustainable management of biodiversity between

relevant experts and institutions. in form of metadata, reports, published

papers, photographs and stakeholder links. Moreover, this platform will

facilitate international access to information on the status of biodiversity and

its management.

Goal 1: To provide a useful and an effective national platform for information

and technologies exchange to facilitate the implementation of the

national biodiversity strategy and action plan (NBSAPP);

Goal 2: To involve all Biodiversity Partners significantly for expanding the

clearing-house mechanism network and services.;

Goal 3: To Raise the Awareness on Biodiversity for all community levels

including the decision makers;

Goal 4: To Strengthen the cooperation and coordination between all

Governmental, non Governmental and research Institutions;

Goal 5: To achieve a satisfactory national mainstreaming of biodiversity in

sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and strategies
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Cooperation and Support Needed

- Networking & Partnerships 

- Capacity Building and continuous updating of the CHM 

- Technical Support 

-Information Exchange at all levels

-Maintenance of the CHM

-Resource mobilization for the CHM Strategy development
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Proposed Menu for a National CHM

Convention

(CBD)

Biodiversity Implementation Management Cooperation Information 

&Links

About the 

convention

Why BD is 

Important

NBSAPP Protected

Areas

National Biodiversuty

Databases

CBD 

Commitmen

ts

Ecosystems 

and Habitats

NR’s Rich BD 

Areas

Regional Monitoring and 

Indicators

Other

Related 

Convention

s

Species 

Diversity

Programs and 

projects

KBA’s International Redlists

CBD 

Strategic 

Plan 2011-

2020

IAS Legislations and 

Enforcement

IBA’s National 

Experts

IPA’s



http://www.biodiv.be/palestine
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Palestinians life



THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

شكرا جزيلاً لحسن انتباهكم 
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