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3 of the ‘Biggest Gains’ for Biodiversity: 

Support Indigenous peoples, local 
communities and women to recognise and 
secure their collective Territories of Life 

Prevent and prohibit attacks on those who 
defend biodiversity and Territories of Life 
against threats 

Halt and divest from industrial drivers of 
biodiversity loss and invest in positive 
incentives and systemic alternatives 
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Why should we back 
collective Territories of Life? 



of the world’s 6000 languages 

75% 

Indigenous peoples are 
only 5% of the global 
population but speak 



of the world’s remaining 
biodiversity is found within 
collective territories and lands 

80% Up to 
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Our collective actions 

Protect and restore 
sensitive ecosystems 

Safeguard watersheds 
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Our collective actions 

Provide healthy food 
and livelihoods 

Protect and restore 
sensitive ecosystems 

Care for species 

Safeguard watersheds 
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of the world’s land is held 
collectively by Indigenous 
peoples and local communities 

50% 
At least 



However, Indigenous peoples and 
local communities have formal 
legal ownership over only 

10% 
of the world’s land 

©	Wampis	Na<on	



©	Wampis	Na<on	

Significant efforts are needed 
to secure collective territories 
around the world –  

for communities and 
for the entire planet 
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Has a close and deep connection with 
their territory through identity and culture 1 

When a community 
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When a community 

1 
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Has a close and deep connection with  
their territory through identity and culture 

Makes and enforces decisions and rules 
on their territory through their own 
governance system 
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Makes and enforces decisions and rules 
on their territory through their own 
governance system 

Contributes to nature and wellbeing 
through these decisions and efforts, 
regardless of intention or motivation 

Has a close and deep connection with 
their territory through identity and culture 

When a community 
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We speak of “ICCAs” or 

Territories of 

Life 
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phenomenon 

global 

Territories of Life are a 
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Area-based conservation is one of 
the main tools used by Parties to 
achieve the CBD and Aichi Targets 

However, the current protected 
area system does not cover all 
biodiversity – and insufficiently 
addresses governance, equity and 
effectiveness 
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Area-based targets can only be achieved 
with intersectional qualitative elements 

(governance, equity, participation, cost- & 
benefit-sharing) 

Area-based targets (including big targets 
such as Half Earth) have to go beyond: 
a)   protected areas to conserved areas (OECMs), 

incl. ICCAs—Territories of Life (where 
appropriate); and 

b)   spatial coverage (30%, 50%) to securing the 
areas and their diverse governance systems 
on the ground 
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Protected and conserved areas 
alone are still not sufficient 
to address our biodiversity and 

climate crises 



Halt and divest from harmful industries 

Defend the defenders of biodiversity 

We have to tackle the drivers of 
biodiversity loss 



This strategy 
will pay 

dividends by 
preventing 

further harm 
and mobilising 

scarce public 
funds 



are 
Indigenous 
and rural 
women 

more	than	

half 

Of the approx. 2.5 billion people 
who rely on community lands, 
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1st 

2010 

Aichi Target 14: highlights the needs of women 
in the restoration and safeguarding of  
ecosystems that provide essential services 

Convention (CBD) to have a 
Gender Plan of Action 

Gender Equality and Biodiversity 

CBD COP 10 Decision X/19 
Gender Mainstreaming 

2014 CBD COP 12 Decision XII/17 
2015-2020 Gender Plan of Action 
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Challenges 

•  Many references to gender are related to 
issues of recognition and procedures – 
Roles and Rights 

•  Limited to no reflection of gender in 
reports on the current Strategic Plan and 
Aichi Targets 

•  Lack of detail in implementing activities  
•  Lack of guidance for recognition of their 

knowledge, innovations and practices 
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Towards Gender in Post-2020 

•  Engaging with relevant stakeholders to take 
gender and related issues into account 

•  Build capacity and strengthen outreach on 
gender–biodiversity linkages 

•  Ensure that views, recommendations and 
priorities are considered by Open-Ended 
Working Group and regional consultations 

•  Develop gender responsive indicator/s  

“Gender is not Plan B” 



Thank you! 

Contact:  
Mrinalini Rai 
Advisor - Indigenous Peoples & Gender 
mrinalini.rai@globalforestcoalition.org  
Holly Jonas 
International Policy Coordinator, 
ICCA Consortium 
holly@iccaconsortium.org 


