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Up to 2020, implementation of the Cartagena Protocol was guided and supported by:

• Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol 2011-2020 (adopted in 2010 by MOP-5)

• Framework and action plan for capacity-building 2012-2020 (adopted in 2012 by 
MOP-6)

The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity (2011-2020) and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
(adopted in 2010 by COP-10) provided a broad framework for biodiversity but did not
address biosafety explicitly

Background
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Mandate for the preparation of successors to the plans was set by MOP-9 and COP-14:

• MOP decision CP-9/7: Decided to develop a specific post-2020 implementation plan for 
the Protocol, anchored in and complementary to the GBF

• MOP decision CP-9/3: Stressed the need for a specific action plan for capacity-building for 
the Protocol and the Supplementary Protocol

• COP decision 14/34: Outlined preparatory process for the development of the post-
2020 global biodiversity framework

• MOP-9 stressed the importance of including biosafety in the Global Biodiversity 
Framework and requested the Liaison Group to contribute to its elements

Mandate
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• Implementation Plan and Capacity-Building Action Plans (Protocol):

• Party-driven and inclusive of all stakeholders

• Development of plans facilitated by the Secretariat

• Central role for the Liaison Group on the Cartagena Protocol (renewed ToRs)

• This process also included the preparation of initial elements for the biosafety component of the GBF

• Global Biodiversity Framework:

• Party-driven and inclusive of all stakeholders

• Developed by OEWG, to be led by Co-Chairs

• OEWG facilitated by Secretariat

Process
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Implementation Plan

• Framework of broad desirable achievements to guide Parties in implementing 
the Protocol

• Directed primarily at Parties

• Anchored in and contributory to GBF and the biosafety related targets

Implementation Plan & the Capacity Building Action Plan
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Implementation Plan

• Framework of broad desirable achievements to guide Parties in implementing the Protocol

• Directed primarily at Parties

• Anchored in and contributory to GBF and the biosafety related targets

Capacity-building Action Plan

• Facilitates the development and strengthening of the capacities

• Aligned with and complementary to IP

• Flexible and non-prescriptive (CB can take place at different levels involving 
different actors depending on national circumstances)

• Complementary to LTSFCBD

Secretariat to provide support, including by managing and maintaining the BCH
and undertaking (capacity-building) activities

Implementation Plan & the Capacity Building Action Plan
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• Narrative part purpose, linkages, structure, review, priorities, resources, role of the 
Secretariat

• Tabular Annex (Area A and B):

• A - Areas of implementation: Key elements for implementation of the Protocol

• B - Enabling environment: Cross-cutting issues supporting implementation

Implementation Plan & Capacity Building Action Plan (structure)

National biosafety frameworks; Biosafety Clearing-House; National Reporting; Compliance; Risk Assessment and Risk 
Management; Illegal and Unintentional Transboundary Movement of LMOs; Handling, Transport, Packaging and 

Identification; Detection and Identification; Socio-economic Considerations; Liability and Redress

Capacity-Building; Resources; Public Awareness, Education and Participation; Cooperation and Coordination
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Implementation Plan (Appendix)

Goals: broad desirable achievements 

by Parties

Objectives: key accomplishments to achieve 

the goal (following provisions 

Protocol)

Indicators: measure progress towards the 

objective

Outcome: the effect of achieving the goal

Decision CP-10/3
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Capacity-building Action Plan (Appendix)

Goals: Desirable achievements 

by Parties (identical to IP)

Areas for CB: Key areas where CB may be 

needed

CB activities: Examples of suggested CB 

activities

Indicators: Measure success of 

activity and its contribution to 

outcome

Outcomes: The effect of successfully 

completing the activity

Decision CP-10/4
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Target 17: biosafety and biotechnology

Establish, strengthen capacity for, and implement in all countries, biosafety measures as set out 
in Article 8(g) of the Convention on Biological Diversity and measures for the handling of 
biotechnology and distribution of its benefits as set out in Article 19 of the Convention.

Target 17

Decision COP 15/4
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• Article 8(g) CBD

“Each Contracting Party shall, as far and as possible and appropriate, establish or maintain 

means to regulate, manage or control the risks associated with the use and release of 

living modified organisms resulting from biotechnology which are likely to have 

adverse environmental impacts that could affect the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity, taking also into account the risks to human health;” 

Target 17
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• Article 19 CBD

Take measures to (1) provide for the effective participation in biotechnological research 
activities by Parties providing the GR, and (2) promote priority access on a fair and 
equitable basis to the results and benefits arising from biotechnologies for Parties 
providing the GR.

Parties to provide information about the use and safety regulations it requires in handling the 
LMO, and any available information on the potential adverse impact of the LMO to the 
Party of introduction. 

Target 17
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• COP adopted a monitoring framework for the GBF

• AHTEG on Indicators established to advise on operationalization

• SBSTTA to review outcomes AHTEG & report to SBI-4; COP-16 to consider need for further work

• 30+15 AHTEG members have been selected Notification 2023-40 (few biosafety experts) 

• ToR enable AHTEG to invite other experts

• AHTEG to meet through moderated online discussions and at least two face-to-face meetings

For Target 17, decision 15/5 only provides complementary indicators

AHTEG to focus work on binary global level indicators considering the following example: 

“Number of countries with capacity and measures in place related to Target 17”

Target 17 – monitoring framework

Decision COP 15/5

https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2023/ntf-2023-040-indicators-en.pdf
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• COP adopted Guidance and draft template for the 7th

National Report Reports 

• Parties to include in their reports assessment of 
progress towards GBF, using headline indicators 
component and complementary indicators, and other 
national indicators, where relevant

• Protocol NFPs to be involved in the process

• Section IV of the 7th NRP: Assessment of national 
progress towards goals and targets of the GBF

• This section will be populated with indicators once 
agreed

Target 17 – monitoring framework and information needs

Decision COP 15/6
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Thank you


