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Introduction 

 The present note contains a compilation of draft decisions for the consideration of the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

The compilation comprises the draft decisions contained in the recommendations from the twenty-

seventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the 

sixth and seventh meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation and the twentieth and twenty-

first meetings of the Compliance Committee under the Protocol, as well as additional elements 

developed by the Secretariat in the light of, inter alia, previous decisions of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol or recommendations of its 

subsidiary bodies. The mandates for such additional elements are provided in the documents prepared 

 
* CBD/CP/MOP/12/1. 
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under each relevant agenda item of the present meeting. Items for which no draft decision is 

envisaged (items 1–4, 11 and 18–20) are also indicated in the compilation, with an explanatory note, 

for the sake of providing an exhaustive list of items. 
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Items 1 to 4 

No draft decisions are envisaged under items 1 to 4, owing to the nature of those items. The actions 

required on the part of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Protocol for those items are reflected in the annotated provisional agenda. 
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Item 5  

Report of the Compliance Committee 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/3 (annex I, 

sect. I, para. 1). 

Compliance 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

1. Notes that a number of Parties have not designated the national focal points, competent 

national authorities or contact points required under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety;1  

2. Reminds Parties of their obligation to designate their national focal points for the 

Cartagena Protocol, in compliance with Article 19 of the Protocol, and of the need to designate their 

Biosafety Clearing-House national focal points, in accordance with the modalities of operation of the 

Biosafety Clearing-House, and to keep the information up to date;2  

3. Also reminds Parties of their obligation to make available through the Biosafety 

Clearing-House the contact details of one or more competent national authorities, in accordance with 

Article 19 of the Cartagena Protocol, and urges those Parties that have not yet done so to make that 

information available, as a matter of priority; 

4. Further reminds Parties of their obligation to designate a point of contact for the 

purposes of receiving notifications under Article 17 of the Cartagena Protocol, and urges those that 

have not yet done so to make such designations as soon as possible; 

5. Urges Parties that are developing their biosafety regulatory frameworks to expedite 

their work, recognizing that Parties are required under the Cartagena Protocol to take measures for 

its implementation and that such measures will contribute to achieving Target 17 of the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,3 and welcomes the support provided in that regard to 

several Parties by the United Nations Environment Programme, through its Law and Environment 

Assistance Platform, and Japan, through the Japan Biodiversity Fund; 

6. Reminds Parties of their obligation to publish their legal measures for the 

implementation of the Cartagena Protocol through the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

7. Recalls the caution in decision CP-11/1 B of 30 October 2024, and welcomes the 

funding extended by the Global Environment Facility to the cautioned Parties to prepare their fourth 

and fifth national reports; 

8. Welcomes the submission of the fourth and fifth national reports by Belize and Libya, 

which resolves their non-compliance with the reporting obligation; 

9. Expresses grave concern that Papua New Guinea has not submitted its third, fourth or 

fifth national report; 

10. Requests the Committee to consider possible measures to address the repeated non-

compliance of Papua New Guinea with its reporting obligation and make a recommendation in that 

regard to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

for consideration at its thirteenth meeting; 

 
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
2 Decision BS-I/3, annex. 
3 Decision 15/4, annex. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/3
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-11
https://bch.cbd.int/protocol/decisions?decisionID=8284
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
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11. Encourages Parties facing difficulties complying with one or more obligations under 

the Cartagena Protocol to seek assistance from the Compliance Committee under the Protocol or the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.4  

 

 

 
4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 
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Item 6  

Administration of the Cartagena Protocol and budget for the trust funds 

Elements of the following draft decision have been adapted from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/5. 

Paragraphs 5 and 6 have been adapted from paragraph 6 of recommendation 6/9 of the Subsidiary Body 

on Implementation. 

Administration of the Cartagena Protocol and budget for the trust funds 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, 

Recalling decision CP-11/11 of 6 December 2024, 

Having considered the information contained in documents prepared by the Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity5 related to the item on the administration of the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety6 and budget for the trust funds on the agenda of its twelfth meeting,7 

Welcoming with appreciation the financial contributions from developed country Parties to the 

special voluntary trust funds to facilitate the participation of Parties and indigenous peoples and local 

communities in the processes of the Convention and its Protocols, 

Recognizing the fiscal constraints on Parties, and noting with concern that the participation of 

developing country Parties, in particular the least developed countries and the small island 

developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition in meetings held under the 

Convention and its Protocols has been adversely affected by the lack of predictable and sustainable 

funding, 

1. Decides to adopt an integrated programme of work and budget for the Convention on 

Biological Diversity, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to 

Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization8 for 

the biennium 2027–2028; 

2. Also decides to share all costs for secretariat services among the Convention, the 

Cartagena Protocol and the Nagoya Protocol on a ratio of 72 to 15 to 13 for the biennium 2027–2028; 

3. Approves a core programme budget for the General Trust Fund for the Core Programme 

Budget for the Cartagena Protocol of XX United States dollars for 2027 and XX dollars for 2028, 

representing 15 per cent of the integrated budget of XX dollars for 2027 and XX dollars for 2028 for 

the Convention and its Protocols, for the purposes listed in tables XX and XX below; 

4. Adopts the scale of assessments for the apportionment of expenses for 2027 and 2028, 

in accordance with the scale of assessments of the United Nations,9 as contained in the annex to the 

present decision;10 

5. Takes note of the executive summary of the report on the external in-depth functional 

review of the Secretariat11 and the progress report on the functional review;12 

 
5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 
6 Ibid., vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
7 CBD/CP/MOP/12/4, CBD/CP/MOP/12/5 and CBD/CP/MOP/12/5/Add.1. 
8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 3008, No. 30619. 
9 As contained in General Assembly resolution 79/249.  
10 See CBD/CP/MOP/12/5, annex, table 2. The scale of assessment will be integrated into the decision after a single scale of 

contributions for the Convention and its Protocols has been adopted. 
11 CBD/SBI/6/10, annex. 
12 CBD/COP/17/4/Add.4. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/5
https://www.cbd.int/recommendations/sbi/?m=sbi-06
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-11/cp-mop-11-dec-11-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/4
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/5
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/5
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/SBI/6/10
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/COP/17/4/ADD4
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6. Decides to apply paragraphs 4, 5 and 7 to 36 of decision 17/-- of the Conference of the 

Parties to the Convention on the administration of the Convention and budget for the trust funds, 

mutatis mutandis. 
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Item 7  

Monitoring and reporting 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/6. 

Monitoring and reporting 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, 

 Recalling Article 33 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety13 and its decision CP-10/9 of 

10 December 2022, in which it requested Parties to submit to the Secretariat their fifth national 

reports on the implementation of the Protocol, 

1. Welcomes the fact that more than two thirds of Parties submitted their fifth national 

reports on the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol by the reporting deadline;  

2. Reminds Parties that have not yet submitted their fifth national reports to do so as soon 

as possible through the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Global Environment Facility and the United Nations 

Environment Programme for the support provided to eligible Parties for the preparation and 

submission of their fifth national reports; 

4. Notes that the sixth national reports will be due by 30 June 2029; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare the format for the sixth national report, 

taking into account the comments provided by Parties in the fifth national reports, while maintaining 

continuity in the questions in order to facilitate the measurement of progress against the indicators in 

the implementation plan for the Cartagena Protocol,14 and to submit the format for consideration by 

the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol at its thirteenth 

meeting. 

 

 
13 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
14 Decision CP-10/3, annex. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/6
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop?m=cp-mop-10
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Item 8  

Assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol  

and midterm evaluation of the implementation plan and  

capacity-building action plan for the Protocol 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from recommendation 7/5 of the Subsidiary 

Body on Implementation. Paragraphs 17, 23, 24, 25, 30, 52 and 53 of the draft decision contained in 

recommendation 7/5 will be considered under item 9 and have been included in the draft decision under 

that item.  

Fifth assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety and midterm evaluation of the implementation plan and the capacity-

building action plan for the Protocol 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol,  

 Recalling its decisions CP-10/3 and CP-10/4 of 19 December 2022 and CP-10/7 of 

10 December 2022, 

 Acknowledging with appreciation the analysis of information for the fifth assessment and 

review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety15 and midterm evaluation of the 

implementation plan16 and the capacity-building action plan17 for the Protocol,18 

1. Welcomes the progress made in the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety and towards the achievement of the goals of the implementation plan and the capacity-

building action plan for the Protocol; 

2. Notes with concern that important gaps persist in areas critical for the implementation 

of the Cartagena Protocol and that biosafety capacity-building and development remain a priority, in 

particular in risk assessment and risk management and for the detection and identification of living 

modified organisms; 

3. Recognizes that capacity-building and development and dedicated and predictable 

resources remain priorities for the effective implementation of the Cartagena Protocol and the 

successful achievement of the goals of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan 

for the Protocol for developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island 

developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition; 

4. Calls upon Parties to accelerate their efforts to implement the Cartagena Protocol and 

use as guidance the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan, as well as the findings 

from the fifth assessment and review of the Protocol and the midterm evaluation of the 

implementation plan and capacity-building action plan for the Protocol, in accordance with national 

circumstances, priorities, capacities and institutional arrangements; 

5. Recognizes the importance of Target 17 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework19 for furthering the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol, and acknowledges the 

relevance of the Protocol, its implementation plan and its capacity-building action plan to the 

achievement of the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;20 

 
15 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
16 Decision CP-10/3, annex. 
17 Decision CP-10/4, annex. 
18 See CBD/SBI/7/6/Add.1. 
19 Decision 15/4, annex. 
20 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 

https://www.cbd.int/recommendations/sbi/?m=sbi-07
https://www.cbd.int/recommendations/sbi/?m=sbi-07
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/SBI/7/6/ADD1
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
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6. Welcomes [with appreciation] the global report on collective progress in the 

implementation of the Framework, in particular the conclusions and key messages relating to the 

goals and targets of the Framework that are relevant to biosafety, and stresses that adequate support 

for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol is essential for the achievement of Target 17 of the 

Framework;  

7. Recognizes the need for complementary and non-duplicative efforts towards the 

fulfilment of the implementation plan for the Cartagena Protocol and the achievement of the goals 

and targets of the Framework that are relevant to biosafety;  

8. Urges Parties to the Convention that are also Parties to the Cartagena Protocol to 

advance efforts to attain the goals and targets of the Framework that are relevant to biosafety, 

including through the integration of biosafety into national biodiversity strategies and action plans, 

as appropriate and in accordance with their national circumstances, priorities and existing 

institutional arrangements; 

9. Welcomes the contributions of the Compliance Committee under the Cartagena Protocol 

and the Liaison Group on the Cartagena Protocol to the fifth assessment and review of the 

effectiveness of the Protocol and the midterm evaluation of the implementation plan and the capacity-

building action plan for the Protocol; 

10. Requests the Compliance Committee and the Liaison Group to provide input to the sixth 

assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol and the final evaluation of the 

implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan for the Protocol; 

11. Requests the Liaison Group to consider ways and methodologies to collect and analyse 

qualitative data in addition to the primarily quantitative information from the national reports, with 

a view to providing a more complete data set for the sixth assessment and review of the effectiveness 

of the Cartagena Protocol and the final evaluation of its implementation plan and capacity-building 

action plan; 

Goal A.1: Parties have in place functional national biosafety frameworks21 

12. Notes with appreciation the progress made by Parties in designating competent national 

authorities, but expresses concern that a small number of Parties have still not designated their 

competent national authorities, and urges them to do so as soon as possible;  

13. Expresses concern that several Parties have not taken any measures or have only draft 

or temporary measures for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol; 

14. Requests Parties that have not yet fully done so to put in place[, as a matter of priority,] 

legal, administrative and other measures to implement their obligations under the Cartagena Protocol, 

while acknowledging that Parties face various challenges that prevent them from fully complying 

with the obligations under Article 2, paragraph 1, of the Protocol, and that institutional, technical, 

technological and financial support [that is adequate, predictable and sustainable needs to be made 

available to enable them to fully discharge their commitments under the Protocol][, as appropriate, 

is needed to support them in this regard]; 

15. Urges Parties to ensure sufficient biosafety staffing levels for functional national 

biosafety frameworks; 

16. Encourages Parties and other stakeholders to focus capacity-building and development 

in the context of Goal A.1 of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan on the 

elaboration of national measures, in particular legislative measures, for the implementation of the 

Cartagena Protocol and on strengthening the capacity of national staff to carry out their functions in 

the field of biosafety, in accordance with national needs and priorities; 

 
21 Paragraphs 12 to 52 are grouped by the relevant goal of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan for the 

Cartagena Protocol. 
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Goal A.2: Parties have improved the availability and exchange of relevant information through the 

Biosafety Clearing-House 

17. Welcomes progress towards Goal A.2 of the implementation plan and the capacity-

building action plan, in particular the increase in the number of Parties publishing mandatory 

information, as well as the increase in the number of active users of and visits to the Biosafety 

Clearing-House; 

18. Recognizes that the launch of the new platform of the Biosafety Clearing-House and the 

help materials developed and capacity-building activities undertaken by the Secretariat have 

contributed positively to the increase in the use of the Biosafety Clearing-House;  

19. Urges Parties that have not yet fully done so to make all required information available 

through the Biosafety Clearing-House and keep their records up to date; 

20. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to provide support for maintaining the 

Biosafety Clearing-House as the principal mechanism for sharing information under the Cartagena 

Protocol, in particular by continuing to provide capacity-building and development activities and 

training to Parties, developing user-friendly and accessible digital tools and promoting the 

interoperability of existing databases and information systems;  

21. Encourages Parties, and invites relevant organizations, to provide support for the 

implementation by Parties of the provisions of the Cartagena Protocol related to information-sharing 

and for the effective use of the Biosafety Clearing-House by strengthening national capacities for 

biosafety information management, improving the quality, completeness, accuracy and timeliness of 

information submitted by Parties and promoting technical cooperation and knowledge exchange; 

Goal A.3: full information on the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol  

is made available by Parties in a timely manner 

Goal A.4: Parties are in compliance with the requirements of the Cartagena Protocol 

22. Welcomes progress made by Parties in complying with their obligations under the 

Cartagena Protocol, notably those concerning the submission of national reports and the publishing 

of information through the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

23. Also welcomes the high rate of compliance with the obligation to designate national 

focal points;  

24. Further welcomes the supportive role of the Compliance Committee, and acknowledges 

the importance of its regular follow-up with Parties on compliance matters and the formal compliance 

measures and informal efforts of the Compliance Committee in support of compliance and the 

achievement of Goal A.4 of the implementation plan for the Cartagena Protocol;  

25. Requests Parties to cooperate fully when receiving communications from the 

Compliance Committee; 

Goal A.5: Parties carry out scientifically sound risk assessments of living modified organisms and 

manage and control identified risks to prevent adverse effects of living modified organisms on the 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human 

health  

26. Recognizes that conducting risk assessment and risk management continues to pose 

challenges for some Parties and that those challenges are made more difficult by the rapidity of 

developments in modern biotechnology, including the application of synthetic biology and other new 

genetic modification techniques for the development of living modified organisms, in particular 

when evaluating potential adverse effects in complex receiving environments; 

27. Also recognizes that rapid developments in modern biotechnology require the 

continuous updating of relevant scientific, technical and institutional capacities[, including, as 
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appropriate, through forward-looking and precautionary approaches, horizon scanning and 

technology monitoring to support national preparedness and informed decision-making]; 

28. Encourages Parties and other stakeholders to continue to address human resource, 

financing and infrastructure needs concerning the key areas for capacity-building related to risk 

assessment and risk management in the capacity-building action plan; 

29. Encourages Parties and relevant organizations to establish regional networks of risk 

assessment and risk management experts to facilitate peer review, technical support and knowledge 

exchange among Parties, including with the support of the regional and subregional technical and 

scientific cooperation support centres; 

Goal A.6: Parties prevent and address illegal and unintentional transboundary movements of living 

modified organisms 

30. Reminds Parties to report cases of illegal and unintentional transboundary movements 

through the Biosafety Clearing-House;  

31. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to provide support for 

capacity-building and development on preventing and addressing illegal and unintentional 

transboundary movements of living modified organisms, with a particular focus on addressing 

challenges related to limited laboratory detection capacities, insufficient laboratory equipment and 

infrastructure, insufficiently trained personnel, porous borders and institutional and regulatory gaps;  

Goal A.7: Parties have measures in place to fulfil the handling, transport, packaging and 

identification requirements of living modified organisms under Article 18 of the Cartagena 

Protocol 

32. Encourages Parties to facilitate cross-sectoral cooperation and coordination among 

competent national biosafety authorities, customs authorities and other relevant government bodies 

to strengthen capacity for the handling, transport, packaging and identification of living modified 

organisms; 

33. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to provide support for 

capacity-building and development on fulfilling the handling, packaging and identification 

requirements for living modified organisms, with a particular focus on addressing challenges related 

to: the operationalization of legal frameworks; the training of customs officers; and access to 

adequate facilities, equipment and resources for the detection and identification of living modified 

organisms, including through technology transfer and the strengthening of technical support at the 

national level; 

Goal A.8: Parties are able to detect and identify living modified organisms 

34. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to provide support for 

capacity-building and development in the areas of detection and identification of living modified 

organisms, with a particular focus on addressing challenges related to limited access to accredited 

laboratories, certified reference materials, especially for newly commercialized living modified 

organisms, validated detection methods, adequate equipment, sustainable financial resources and 

sufficient trained personnel; 

35. Calls for enhanced technology transfer and technical cooperation to strengthen national 

and regional capacities for the detection, identification and monitoring of living modified organisms; 

Goal A.9: Parties that choose to do so take into account socioeconomic considerations when 

making decisions on the import of living modified organisms and cooperate on research and 

information exchange, in accordance with Article 26 of the Cartagena Protocol 

36. Acknowledges that regulatory frameworks for enabling the consideration of 

socioeconomic aspects, as well as the assessment of socioeconomic impacts, remain challenges for 

Parties that choose to take into account socioeconomic considerations when making decisions on the 
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import of living modified organisms, in accordance with Article 26, paragraph 1, of the Cartagena 

Protocol; 

37. Encourages Parties, in accordance with Article 26, paragraph 2, of the Cartagena 

Protocol, to cooperate on research and information exchange on any socioeconomic impacts of living 

modified organisms, especially on indigenous peoples and local communities and, among other 

things, their livelihoods, food systems, traditional agricultural practices and biocultural richness;  

Goal A.10: Parties to the Cartagena Protocol become Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress and have in place measures to fulfil their 

obligations under the Supplementary Protocol 

38. Encourages Parties to the Cartagena Protocol to accede, ratify, accept or approve, as 

appropriate, the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress to the 

Cartagena Protocol;22  

39. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to disseminate 

information on, and promote outreach and awareness-raising about, the Supplementary Protocol on 

Liability and Redress among Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities and relevant 

stakeholders using, where feasible, the languages of indigenous peoples and local communities; 

Goal B.1: Parties engage in capacity-building activities 

40. Calls upon Parties and relevant organizations to facilitate capacity-building and 

development, taking into account nationally identified needs and priorities and the findings of the 

fifth assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol and the midterm evaluation 

of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan, in the areas in which capacity needs 

remain most prevalent, namely: 

(a) Risk assessment, risk management and other scientific and technical expertise;  

(b) Sampling, detection and identification;  

(c) Institutional capacity and human resources; 

(d) Public awareness, education and participation; 

(e) Monitoring and reporting; 

41. Encourages Parties to cooperate with one another in strengthening capacities for the 

implementation of the Cartagena Protocol, including by involving indigenous peoples and local 

communities, women, youth and relevant stakeholders, with emphasis on the needs of developing 

country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island developing States among them, 

and Parties with economies in transition; 

42. Invites the technical and scientific cooperation support centres to incorporate biosafety 

into their biennial workplans and to serve as hubs for biosafety capacity-building and development, 

information-sharing and North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation; 

43. Calls upon relevant organizations, and invites the technical and scientific cooperation 

support centres, to assist Parties in the development of biosafety project proposals;  

44. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources:  

(a) To continue to undertake capacity-building and development activities to assist Parties 

in implementing the Cartagena Protocol, and to draw attention periodically to the extensive capacity-

building materials available on the Secretariat website;23  

 
22 Decision BS-V/11, annex. 
23 https://bch.cbd.int/protocol.  

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12324
https://bch.cbd.int/protocol
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(b) To facilitate capacity-building and development activities on designing biosafety 

projects;  

(c) To raise awareness of funding mechanisms and processes for the submission of 

biosafety proposals;  

Goal B.2: Parties mobilize adequate resources from all sources to support implementation of the 

Cartagena Protocol, in accordance with Article 28 of the Protocol 

45. Urges Parties to allocate adequate resources to biosafety in their national budgets, in 

accordance with their national circumstances, priorities and capabilities; 

46. Calls upon developed country Parties, in accordance with Article 28 of the Cartagena 

Protocol, and invites other Governments, international organizations, bilateral and multilateral 

funding agencies, regional development banks and other programmes and initiatives, to provide 

adequate, predictable and accessible financial resources and in-kind contributions, as appropriate, to 

support the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol;  

Goal B.3: Parties promote and facilitate public awareness, education and participation on the safe 

transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, in accordance with Article 23 of the 

Cartagena Protocol 

47. Encourages Parties to consult the public in the decision-making process regarding living 

modified organisms and make the results of such decisions available to the public, while respecting 

confidential information, in accordance with Article 21 of the Cartagena Protocol and their respective 

laws and regulations, with a view to increasing transparency; 

48. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to provide support for 

capacity-building and development on fulfilling the provisions of the Cartagena Protocol related to 

public awareness, education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living 

modified organisms; 

Goal B.4: Parties enhance cooperation and coordination on biosafety issues at the national, regional 

and international levels 

49. Encourages Parties, as appropriate and in accordance with their national circumstances, 

priorities and existing institutional arrangements, to facilitate the integration of biosafety into cross-

sectoral and sectoral legislation, regulations, policies, strategies, action plans, programmes and 

institutions; 

50. Invites donor countries and relevant organizations to support Parties with the integration 

referred to in paragraph 49 above; 

51. Encourages Parties to cooperate with the technical and scientific cooperation support 

centres and relevant organizations in the exchange of scientific, technical and institutional knowledge 

on biosafety, including at the regional and international levels[, while reaffirming that risk 

assessment and risk management are a matter of national determination, undertaken by Parties in 

accordance with the Cartagena Protocol and national legislation, priorities and circumstances, and 

encouraging transparency and scientific integrity, including through the identification, disclosure and 

appropriate management of conflict of interest in relevant processes]; 

52. Encourages Parties that have not yet done so to develop mechanisms for involving 

indigenous peoples and local communities in the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol. 
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Item 9  

Matters related to the financial mechanism and resources 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/7.  

Matters related to the financial mechanism and resources 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, 

Recalling Article 28 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,24 

Having considered the information on biosafety in the report of the Council of the Global 

Environment Facility for the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity,25,26 

1. Welcomes the ninth replenishment of the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund and 

its programming directions and the support thereby made available to Parties for the implementation 

of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, and expresses its appreciation to the countries that 

contributed to the replenishment; 

2. Welcomes with appreciation the measures taken by the Global Environment Facility to 

enhance the financial mechanism with respect to biosafety; 

3. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity give full consideration to the Cartagena Protocol in the terms of reference to be adopted 

for the seventh quadrennial review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism under the 

Convention; 

4. Invites Parties to the Cartagena Protocol to contribute to and participate in the seventh 

quadrennial review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism; 

5. Urges eligible Parties to use the resources allocated to biosafety activities by the Global 

Environment Facility through its System for Transparent Allocation of Resources and to integrate 

biosafety into their biodiversity projects, in accordance with nationally identified needs and 

priorities; 

6. Encourages eligible Parties: 

(a) To include needs and provisions for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol in 

their national biodiversity finance plans; 

(b) To cooperate at the regional and subregional levels, as appropriate, in order to prepare 

requests for support from the Global Environment Facility for joint projects contributing to the cost-

effective sharing of resources, information, experiences and expertise and to maximize 

complementarities and opportunities in that regard; 

(c) To contribute biosafety elements to the four-year outcome-oriented framework of 

programme priorities related to the use of Global Environment Facility resources for biodiversity for 

the period from July 2030 to June 2034; 

 
24 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
25 Ibid., vol. 1760, No. 30619. 
26 CBD/COP/17/5/Add.1. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/7
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/COP/17/5/ADD1
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7. Recommends that, in adopting its guidance to the Global Environment Facility with 

respect to support for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol, the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention request the Facility: 

(a) To make specific, adequate and timely funding available to eligible Parties for putting 

in place legal, administrative and other measures for implementing the Cartagena Protocol; 

(b) To continue to provide support for the effective use of the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

(c) To assist eligible Parties by providing them, sufficiently in advance of the reporting 

deadline, with financial support to hold adequate national consultations, thus giving them enough 

time to prepare their sixth national reports and submit them in a timely manner; 

(d) To make specific, adequate and timely funding available to eligible Parties to implement 

compliance action plans developed at the request of the Compliance Committee under the Cartagena 

Protocol; 

(e) To continue to support capacity-building and development on biosafety, [as part of 

country-driven projects,] including during the ninth replenishment period of its Trust Fund 

(July 2026−June 2030) and through the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, according to the 

mandates of the respective Funds[, and to establish [direct,] adequate, predictable and dedicated 

funding channels for biosafety to ensure that implementation needs are fully met]; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to explore other means for mobilizing 

additional financial resources for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol and report on that 

work at the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 

to the Protocol. 
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Item 10  

Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/8. 

Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

1. Welcomes with appreciation the work of the Informal Advisory Committee on the 

Biosafety Clearing-House, including the recommendations made at its thirteenth meeting27 and the 

support provided by the Committee for the development of the customized biosafety national website 

template using the Bioland tool; 

2. Welcomes progress towards Goal A.2 of the implementation plan for the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety,28,29 in particular the increase in Parties publishing mandatory information 

through the Biosafety Clearing-House, and the ongoing efforts made by Parties to maintain accurate 

and complete information in the Clearing-House;  

3. Encourages Parties to continue to review their national records systematically, with a 

view to ensuring that the information made available through the Biosafety Clearing-House is up to 

date and complete; 

4. Reminds Parties of their obligation to publish the final decisions taken regarding the 

import or release of living modified organisms and corresponding summaries of risk assessments 

through the Biosafety Clearing-House, in compliance with Article 20 of the Cartagena Protocol; 

5. Requests Parties to review the biosafety experts national records published through the 

Biosafety Clearing-House and associated with each Party, with a view to ensuring that the list of 

experts is up to date, outdated records are removed and all relevant experts are included; 

6. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to make available and 

submit scientific information through the Biosafety Clearing-House, ensuring that sufficient 

technical detail is readily provided to support the timely review, validation and publication of 

records; 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To continue to maintain the Biosafety Clearing-House and to make any necessary 

improvements to it, including those recommended by the Informal Advisory Committee on the 

Biosafety Clearing-House; 

(b) To continue to update and publish reference records in the Biosafety Clearing-House 

and to support Parties in updating the biosafety experts national records referred to in paragraph 5 

above; 

(c) To make the new customized biosafety national website template available to all Parties 

wishing to develop a national biosafety website, support Parties using the Hermes national website 

tool in transitioning to the new template and provide capacity-building materials and training on the 

new template; 

(d) To continue to collaborate with other biosafety-related databases and organizations. 

 

 
27 CBD/CP/BCH-IAC/13/3/Rev.1, annex I. 
28 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619.  
29 Decision 10/3, annex. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/8
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Item 11  

Cooperation with international organizations,  

bodies established under other conventions, and initiatives 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol is 

expected to take note of the information contained in document CBD/CP/MOP/12/9. No decision is 

expected under agenda item 11. 

 

 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/9
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Item 12  

Review of the effectiveness of processes under  

the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocols 

The following draft decision comes from recommendation 6/8 of the Subsidiary Body on 

Implementation. 

Options for further improving the effectiveness of meetings under the Convention 

and its Protocols 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, 

Recalling its decision CP-11/5 of 1 November 2024, 

Recognizing the need to ensure [the inclusiveness, transparency and equity][the integrity] of 

the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 30  while pursuing efficiencies and, where appropriate, the 

integration of processes with the Convention on Biological Diversity31 and the Nagoya Protocol on 

Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their 

Utilization,32 

Reaffirming the important role of technology in supporting the efficiency and effectiveness of 

meetings, without prejudice to decision-making by consensus, 

1. Takes note of decision 17/-- of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity; 

2. Welcomes the progress made with the decision-tracking tool developed further to 

decision XII/28 of 17 October 2014 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, as described 

in document CBD/SBI/6/INF/11; 

3. Decides that the decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety should be included in the decision-tracking tool;  

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps in that regard, beginning 

with decisions of its tenth and eleventh meetings;  

5. Recalls its decision BS-VII/9 of 3 October 2014, by which it decided to hold its ordinary 

meetings concurrently with the meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in the 

same two-week period in which the meetings of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention were 

held; 

[6. Reiterates its call upon [developed country] Parties[, and other Parties in a position to 

do so,] [to increase their contributions][to contribute] to the relevant voluntary trust fund to ensure 

the full and effective participation of representatives of developing country Parties, in particular the 

least developed and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in 

transition in the concurrent meetings, and to increase their contribution to the Special Voluntary Trust 

Fund for Facilitating the Participation of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities;] 

7. Notes that chairs of groups considering matters under the Cartagena Protocol are to be 

selected from among the Parties to the Protocol. 

  

 
30 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
31 Ibid., vol. 1760, No. 30619. 
32 Ibid., vol. 3008, No. 30619. 

https://www.cbd.int/recommendations/sbi?m=sbi-06
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-11
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13391
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/SBI/6/INF/11
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Item 13  

Risk assessment and risk management of living modified organisms 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from recommendation 27/7 of the Subsidiary 

Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice. 

Risk assessment and risk management of living modified organisms 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, 

Recalling its decisions CP-9/13 of 28 November 2018 and CP-11/7 of 30 October 2024, 

1. Expresses appreciation for the work of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk 

Assessment33 and its application of the criteria set out in annex I to decision CP-9/13 to the topics 

proposed by Parties in relation to needs and priorities for further guidance on specific topics of risk 

assessment of living modified organisms;34 

[2. Decides to develop a maximum of two additional voluntary guidance materials in 

accordance with annex III to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,35 for the topics of [living modified 

algae,] [living modified fish,] [living modified microorganisms,] [living modified organisms 

expressing genome editing machinery for pest or pathogen control,] [long-term and cumulative 

effects of genetic constructs and living modified organisms,] [operationalizing protection goals into 

relevant assessment and measurement end points,] [the use of living modified organisms in centres 

of origin and in traditional agricultural systems], while avoiding duplication with and, where 

appropriate, supplementing existing guidance materials;] 

[3. Also decides to expand capacity-building efforts on the risk assessment and risk 

management of living modified organisms, making use of existing information, approaches and 

guidance materials on the topic, including those produced under the Cartagena Protocol, such as 

Biosafety Technical Series 07;] 

[3.alt Also decides to expand capacity-building efforts on the risk assessment and risk 

management of living modified organisms, making use of existing information, guidance materials 

and the approach to risk assessment of living modified organisms described in Biosafety Technical 

Series 07;] 

[4. Further decides to establish a new ad hoc technical expert group on risk assessment, 

with the terms of reference contained in the annex to the present decision;] 

[5. Invites Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, 

youth, academia and relevant organizations to submit relevant information, such as national and 

regional risk assessment experiences and existing resources for risk assessment for the selected 

topics, to support the work of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment;] 

[6. Decides to extend the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk 

Management to support the work of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment;] 

[7. Also decides to consider at its thirteenth meeting additional issues on which guidance 

materials on risk assessment may be needed, further to the process established in decision CP-9/13 

for the identification and prioritization of specific issues of risk assessment of living modified 

organisms that may warrant consideration, taking into account the priorities identified by Parties, 

 
33 See CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/3. 
34 See CBD/SBSTTA/27/6, annex. 
35 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 

https://www.cbd.int/recommendations/sbstta/?m=sbstta-27
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-11/cp-mop-11-dec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
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including in their national reports, and the topics identified by the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group 

on Risk Assessment;36] 

[8. Invites Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, and 

women, youth and relevant organizations to submit information on experiences with the 

implementation of the simplified procedure provided in Article 13 of the Cartagena Protocol, 

bilateral, regional and multilateral agreements and arrangements provided in Article 14 of the 

Protocol, and on the transportability of data for risk assessment of living modified organisms[, 

recognizing that the acceptance of risk assessment data from other countries shall be subject to 

national evaluation and confirmation of ecological relevance and comparability];] 

[9. Decides to consider at its thirteenth meeting the information submitted in response to 

paragraph 8 above;] 

10. Urges Parties, and invites other Governments, indigenous peoples and local 

communities, and women, youth and relevant organizations, to engage in broad international 

cooperation to share information and experiences related to risk assessment, in particular through the 

Biosafety Clearing-House, and promote capacity-building and development activities with regard to 

the topics prioritized by the [Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment;37][Subsidiary 

Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;] 

11. Invites the regional and subregional technical and scientific cooperation support 

centres 38  to assist Parties in addressing their needs and priorities on risk assessment and risk 

management; 

12. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of financial resources: 

[(a) To convene at least two meetings of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk 

Assessment, one of which will be in person, before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol;] 

[(b) To convene discussions in the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk 

Management during the same intersessional period and encourage the active participation of 

indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth organizations, academia and other 

relevant organizations;] 

(c) To synthesize information collected in response to paragraphs [5] and [8] of the present 

decision[ and through the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management], 

as well as the information related to specific needs for further guidance on specific topics of risk 

assessment and risk management in national reports;39 

(d) To continue to undertake capacity-building and development activities on existing 

guidance materials through regional workshops in order to support the risk assessment of living 

modified organisms, in collaboration with relevant initiatives and partnerships, as appropriate, 

ensuring equitable representation of all developing country Parties; 

(e) To continue to collect experiences on and assessments of the applicability and 

usefulness of the additional voluntary guidance materials to support case-by-case risk assessments 

of living modified organisms containing engineered gene drives40 and make them available through 

the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

 
36 [Living modified algae,] [living modified fish,] [living modified microorganisms,] [living modified organisms expressing 

genome editing machinery for pest or pathogen control,] [long-term and cumulative effects of genetic constructs and living 

modified organisms,] [operationalizing protection goals into relevant assessment and measurement end points,] [the use of living 

modified organisms in centres of origin and in traditional agricultural systems]. 
37 See CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/3. 
38 See www.cbd.int/tsc/tscm/subregionalcentres. 
39 As provided in response to question 68 of the fifth national report under the Cartagena Protocol. 
40 See CBD/CP/MOP/11/9. 
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[13. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to 

consider the outcomes of the meetings of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment 

at a meeting held before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting 

of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and to make recommendations to the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol for consideration at its thirteenth meeting.] 

[ 

Annex 

Terms of reference for the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment 

1. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment shall: 

(a) Be composed of experts, selected in accordance with section H of the consolidated 

modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,41 with 

specific scientific and technical expertise relevant to the present mandate, and include experts from 

academia, relevant international organizations and indigenous peoples and local communities, 

women and youth, in line with decision 14/33 of 29 November 2018 on the procedure for avoiding 

or managing conflicts of interest in expert groups, as amended in decision CP-11/6 of 1 November 

2024; 

(b) Subject to the availability of funds, hold at least two meetings, one of which will be in 

person, before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety42 and perform any necessary tasks between its two 

meetings by online means of communication and engagement; 

(c) Develop draft additional voluntary guidance materials for living modified 

microorganisms and living modified fish, in accordance with annex III to the Cartagena Protocol, 

taking into account approaches to risk assessment set out in the additional voluntary guidance 

materials to support case-by-case risk assessments of living modified organisms containing 

engineered gene drives43 and avoiding duplication with existing guidance materials, for consideration 

by the Subsidiary Body at a meeting held before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol; 

(d) [Develop draft technical notes44 for voluntary use for the topics of operationalizing 

protection goals into relevant assessment and measurement end points and the use of living modified 

organisms in centres of origin and in traditional agricultural systems], 45 [Develop concise 

supplementary guidance for voluntary use that provides specific, clear and focused information on 

[living modified algae,] [living modified fish,] [living modified microorganisms,] [living modified 

organisms expressing genome editing machinery for pest or pathogen control,] [long-term and 

cumulative effects of genetic constructs and living modified organisms,] [operationalizing protection 

goals into relevant assessment and measurement end points,] [the use of living modified organisms 

in centres of origin and in traditional agricultural systems]] in accordance with annex III to the 

Cartagena Protocol and avoiding duplication with existing guidance materials, for consideration by 

the Subsidiary Body at a meeting held before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

 
41 Decision VIII/10, annex III. 
42 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
43 See CBD/CP/MOP/11/9. 
44 A technical note may be a concise document that provides practical information on a specific topic or issue. It supplements 

existing guidance materials and may include procedural elements or points to consider when addressing a specific topic or 

context. 
45 The technical note on the use of living modified organisms in centres of origin and in traditional agricultural systems should be 

consistent with the Akwé: Kon Voluntary Guidelines for the Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Impact Assessments 

regarding Developments Proposed to Take Place on, or which are Likely to Impact On, Sacred Sites and On Lands and Waters 

Traditionally Occupied or Used by Indigenous and Local Communities. 

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13668
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-11
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11024
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/11/9
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serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol. [The guidance may include procedural or 

practical elements or points to consider during risk assessment.] 

2. In conducting its work, the Expert Group shall consider the information submitted pursuant to 

paragraph 5 of the present decision, the discussions held in the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk 

Assessment and Risk Management, the synthesis of information prepared by the Secretariat pursuant 

to paragraph 12 (c) of the present decision, the synthesis of submissions of information on risk 

assessment and the discussions held in the Online Forum 46 and the list of bibliographical references 

provided in the submissions from Parties and during the discussions held in the Online Forum.47  

3. In conducting its work, the Expert Group shall also consider information produced by other 

international, regional and national bodies, to avoid the duplication of existing materials. 

] 

 

 
46 CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/1. 
47 CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/2. 
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Item 14  

Detection and identification of living modified organisms 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/10. 

Detection and identification of living modified organisms 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol,  

Recalling its decisions CP-10/11 of 10 December 2022 and CP-11/8 of 30 October 2024, 

Noting the progress reported by Parties in their fifth national reports in relation to the detection 

and identification of living modified organisms under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,48 and 

acknowledging the findings of the fifth assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Protocol,49 

Noting also the challenges faced by many Parties in ensuring the sustainable operation, 

maintenance and continuous development of laboratory facilities involved in the detection and 

identification of living modified organisms and the significant differences in technical and 

institutional capacities that continue to exist among Parties, 

1. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to review and update, as 

appropriate, the information contained in the registry of laboratories available through the Biosafety 

Clearing-House and to nominate additional laboratories and experts to participate in the Network of 

Laboratories for the Detection and Identification of Living Modified Organisms; 

2. Encourages Parties to support the establishment, revitalization and strengthening of 

regional networks of laboratories and partnerships to promote capacity-building, knowledge-sharing 

and technical cooperation in the detection and identification of living modified organisms; 

3. Also encourages Parties to develop long-term national strategies for the sustainable 

operation, maintenance and continuous development of laboratory facilities involved in the detection 

and identification of living modified organisms, including through institutional support and regional 

cooperation; 

4. Invites Parties, other Governments and international organizations to provide financial 

resources, in particular for developing countries, especially the least developed countries and small 

island developing States, and countries with economies in transition to strengthen laboratory 

infrastructure, technical expertise and laboratory quality control systems for the detection and 

identification of living modified organisms; 

5. Decides to develop a supplemental chapter on digital polymerase chain reaction to 

complement the Training Manual on the Detection and Identification of Living Modified Organisms 

in the Context of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (Biosafety Technical Series No. 5); 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To draft the supplemental chapter on digital polymerase chain reaction referred to in 

paragraph 5 above, in collaboration with the Network of Laboratories for the Detection and 

Identification of Living Modified Organisms; 

(b) To convene online discussions of the Network of Laboratories to facilitate the 

development and peer review of the supplemental chapter, for its subsequent consideration by the 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; 

 
48 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
49 See CBD/SBI/7/6/Add.1. 
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7. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to 

review the draft supplemental chapter and make a recommendation for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol at its thirteenth meeting; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources: 

(a) To explore ways to strengthen the Network of Laboratories for the Detection and 

Identification of Living Modified Organisms, including by facilitating the visibility of regional and 

subregional laboratory networks and related collaborative initiatives and by encouraging the 

participation of additional laboratories and experts in the Network; 

(b) To continue to improve the dedicated portal on the sampling, detection and 

identification of living modified organisms in the Biosafety Clearing-House;  

(c) To continue to collaborate with relevant organizations in order to provide practical and 

hands-on training on the detection and identification of living modified organisms to laboratory 

personnel and to customs and border-control officials. 

 

 

 



CBD/CP/MOP/12/2 

27/31 

Item 15  

Socioeconomic considerations 

The following decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/11. 

Socioeconomic considerations 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol  

1. Welcomes the information shared on experiences in the use of the guidance on the 

assessment of socioeconomic considerations in the context of Article 26 of the Cartagena Protocol 

on Biosafety,50,51 while recognizing that limited information was submitted; 

2. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to continue to share 

experiences on socioeconomic considerations, including the use of the guidance, in the Biosafety 

Clearing-House virtual library, as well as through the sixth national reports; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare an overview of the information shared 

pursuant to paragraph 2 above to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 

to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, at its fourteenth meeting. 

 

 

 
50 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 
51 CBD/CP/MOP/9/10, annex. 
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Item 16  

National legislation, regulations and guidelines  

on new developments in modern biotechnology 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from document CBD/CP/MOP/12/12. 

Information on national legislation, regulations and guidelines on new developments 

in modern biotechnology 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol  

1. Welcomes the information submitted by Parties regarding current national legislation, 

regulations and guidelines on new developments in modern biotechnology; 

2. Takes note of the information regarding current national legislation, regulations and 

guidelines on new developments in modern biotechnology available through the Biosafety Clearing-

House and in other sources, and acknowledges the ongoing efforts in various forums to track 

information on the development of legislation, regulations and guidelines concerning organisms 

developed through biotechnology; 

3. Recognizes that modern biotechnology is developing rapidly and that regulatory 

responses have been developed or are under development in several countries; 

4. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to submit further 

information regarding national legislation, regulations and guidelines on new developments in 

modern biotechnology that are relevant to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,52 recognizing the 

usefulness of exchanging information to build understanding on ongoing developments in relation to 

legislation, regulations and guidelines and on new developments in modern biotechnology; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare an overview of the information submitted 

in response to the invitation contained in paragraph 4 above, for consideration at its thirteenth 

meeting. 

 

 

 
52 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/12
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Item 17  

Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress 

The following draft decision has been reproduced from CBD/CP/MOP/12/13. 

Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

and further serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary 

Protocol,53 

Recalling Article 13 of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and 

Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,54  

Recalling also Goal A.10 of the implementation plan55 and the capacity-building action plan56 

for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,57 

Taking note of the information provided for the first assessment and review of the Nagoya-

Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol, 

1. Welcomes the additional instrument of accession to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety that has 

been deposited since the adoption of decision CP-11/10 of 25 October 2024; 

2. Invites all Parties to the Cartagena Protocol that have not yet done so to deposit an 

instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol as soon as possible; 

3. Welcomes the fact that almost all Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary 

Protocol have reported the designation of a competent authority to perform the functions set out in 

Article 5 of the Supplementary Protocol, but expresses concern that relatively few Parties have made 

information on such authorities available through the Biosafety Clearing-House, and encourages 

Parties to update and maintain information on their competent authorities on the Biosafety Clearing-

House; 

4. Welcomes the information related to the implementation of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol provided by Parties thereto and by other Governments in their fifth national 

reports under the Cartagena Protocol, which has informed the first assessment and review of the 

effectiveness of the Supplementary Protocol; 

5. Also welcomes the steps taken by Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary 

Protocol towards its implementation, while recognizing that there are areas where implementation 

needs to be strengthened; 

6. Recognizes that financial security measures relating to damage, as defined in the 

Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol, remain limited among Parties thereto; 

 
53 In accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 14 of the Supplementary Protocol, and subject to paragraph 2 of Article 32 of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol serves as 

the meeting of the Parties to the Supplementary Protocol. Consequently, the present decision has been adopted by the Parties to 

the Supplementary Protocol. 
54 Decision BS-V/11, annex. 
55 Decision CP-10/3, annex. 
56 Decision CP-10/4, annex. 
57 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619. 

https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/CP/MOP/12/13
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-10/cp-mop-10-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12324
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop/?m=cp-mop-10
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/mop?m=cp-mop-10
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7. Also recognizes that many Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary 

Protocol rely on environmental, administrative or civil liability frameworks to address liability for 

damage resulting from living modified organisms; 

8. Encourages Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol to develop 

or facilitate access to financial security, in accordance with Article 10 thereof, and develop or apply 

civil liability rules and procedures addressing damage, in accordance with Article 12; 

9. Also encourages Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol to 

continue efforts towards the full implementation of the Supplementary Protocol; 

10. Invites Parties and other Governments to publish information on developments related 

to the implementation of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol through the virtual 

library of the Biosafety Clearing-House, with a view to sharing experiences in that regard; 

11. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to continue to support 

capacity-building activities in support of the effective implementation of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol, and encourages donors to provide the necessary resources in that regard, 

with a view to meeting Goal A.10 of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan 

for the Cartagena Protocol; 

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to follow up with Parties to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol that have reported the designation of a competent authority but that have not 

yet published its contact details through the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

13. Also requests the Executive Secretary to continue to promote the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol, with a view to supporting its ratification, and, subject to the availability to 

resources, undertake outreach and awareness-raising activities in relation to the Supplementary 

Protocol. 
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Items 18 to 20 

No draft decisions are envisaged under items 18 to 20, owing to the nature of those items. The actions 

required on the part of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Protocol under those items are reflected in the annotated provisional agenda. 

__________ 


	Introduction
	Compliance
	Administration of the Cartagena Protocol and budget for the trust funds
	Monitoring and reporting
	Fifth assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and midterm evaluation of the implementation plan and the capacity-building action plan for the Protocol
	Matters related to the financial mechanism and resources
	Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House
	Detection and identification of living modified organisms
	Socioeconomic considerations
	Information on national legislation, regulations and guidelines on new developments in modern biotechnology
	Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress


