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Provision of advice on traditional knowledge for the global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
Note by the Secretariat
I.	Introduction
In its decision 15/6, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted an enhanced multidimensional approach to planning, monitoring, reporting and review, with a view to enhancing the implementation of the Convention and of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. Furthermore, the Conference of the Parties: 
Decided to consider at its sixteenth meeting and at each of its subsequent meetings a global analysis of information provided in national biodiversity strategies and action plans or in advance of their full submission, including national targets, to assess the contribution towards the Framework;
Decided to conduct at its seventeenth and nineteenth meetings a global review of collective progress in the implementation of the Framework, including the means of implementation, based on national reports and, as appropriate, other sources;
Requested Parties to submit their seventh national reports by 28 February 2026 and their eighth national reports by 30 June 2029, to enable the preparation of the global reviews. 
In the same decision, the Conference of the Parties decided to consider and provide any additional recommendations on the basis of the global review with a view to achieving the goals and targets of the Framework. It also recognized that Parties might take the outcome of the global review into account in future revisions and implementation of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, including the provision of means of implementation to developing country Parties, with a view to improving actions and efforts, as appropriate. The Conference of the Parties specified that the concrete procedures for the global review would be considered at its sixteenth meeting.
In its decision 16/32, the Conference of the Parties agreed on a process for the global review of collective progress in the implementation of the Framework to be conducted at its seventeenth meeting.
In the same decision, the Conference of the Parties decided that the global review would be primarily based on national reports and a global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Framework and that it would culminate in a decision or decisions by the Conference of the Parties. 
Also in the same decision, the Conference of the Parties decided to establish an ad hoc scientific and technical advisory group for the preparation of the global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Framework that would report to and support the work of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice in providing scientific, technical and technological advice to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation, which would guide the global review. In the indicative timeline of the global review contained in annex IV to the decision, it is specified that the Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity Related to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities is to provide at the present meeting advice on traditional knowledge inputs to the global report.
The present document is focused on the traditional knowledge inputs to the global report.
II.	Traditional knowledge inputs to the global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Framework
It is specified in subparagraph 18 (l) of decision 16/32 that relevant traditional knowledge, innovations, practices and technology of indigenous peoples and local communities that are given access to with their free, prior and informed consent[footnoteRef:2] should be among the additional sources of information for preparing the global report.  [2:  “Free, prior and informed consent” refers to the tripartite terminology of “prior and informed consent”, “free, prior and informed consent” and “approval and involvement”, as applicable.] 

1.	Participation of indigenous peoples and local communities and 
traditional knowledge inputs in national planning and reporting
National reports, which are the primary source of information for the global report, contain information used to assess progress in the implementation of the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, including progress towards the attainment of national targets. Traditional knowledge inputs or case studies related to the use of traditional knowledge, where available and included in the national reports, will thus be considered in the preparation of the global report.
In decision 15/6, the Conference of the Parties encouraged Parties to enable the full and effective participation and engagement of women, indigenous peoples and local communities, youth, civil society organizations, academia, the private sector, all levels of government and stakeholders from all other relevant sectors, in all levels of development and implementation of the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, as well as in the preparation of the seventh and eighth national reports. It also encouraged Parties to ensure consultations in order to obtain the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples and local communities, as appropriate, in their engagement and participation in the updating and revision of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and national targets, with respect to measures that might affect them.[footnoteRef:3] Furthermore, in the guidance for revising or updating national biodiversity strategies and action plans in alignment with the Framework adopted in the same decision, it is specified that the preparation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans should involve and facilitate the engagement of all government sectors at all levels of government, and all stakeholders, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth across society, to ensure that targets, actions and expected outcomes are coordinated, that the concerns of different actors are addressed, and that their ownership and commitment towards implementation are attained.  [3:  If information on traditional knowledge is included in the national report, it is therefore assumed that the reporting Party has ensured that it has been provided with the free, prior and informed consent of its holders.] 

The national reports will also include reporting on headline and binary indicators 9.2, 22.1 and 22.b (as described in decision 16/31), which are aligned with the traditional knowledge indicators. The engagement of indigenous peoples and local communities in national planning, monitoring and reporting processes is important to ensure that inputs related to traditional knowledge are included in national reports.
As at 31 May 2025, 51 Parties had submitted a revised or updated national biodiversity strategy and action plans. Of those 51 Parties, 39 (76 per cent) mentioned indigenous peoples and local communities in their submissions; however, only 25 (49 per cent) had outlined the engagement of indigenous peoples and local communities in the implementation of national targets and actions, with only a few identifying indigenous peoples and local communities as leading specific actions. 
As at the same date, 130 Parties had submitted national targets through the online reporting tool, pursuant to decision 15/6. Of the 3,035 national targets thus submitted, more than a quarter indicated that the contribution and rights of indigenous peoples and local communities were taken into account.[footnoteRef:4] Target 22 of the Framework is particularly relevant to indigenous peoples and local communities. Around a third of Parties have submitted national targets that fully address at least one element of Target 22, while more than a tenth have set national targets that fully address all elements. Approximately one quarter of Parties have set national targets that partially address all or some of the elements. Targets 1, 3, 5, 9, 13 and 21 of the Framework also explicitly address the rights of indigenous people and local communities or traditional knowledge. Those elements are fully addressed in between a quarter and a third of the submitted national targets.  [4:  When submitting national targets through the online reporting tool, Parties are invited to provide information on the elements of section C of the Framework that have been taken into account. ] 

A detailed analysis of the national biodiversity strategies and action plans and national targets, which includes an analysis of the engagement of indigenous peoples and local communities in the process for developing national biodiversity strategies and action plans, will be made available in an information document. 
The deadline for the submission of the seventh national report is 28 February 2026. At the time of reporting, no Party had submitted its seventh national report. 
2.	Traditional knowledge inputs provided pursuant to paragraph 18 (l) of decision 16/32
The Secretariat, under the guidance of the Ad Hoc Scientific and Technical Advisory Group for the Preparation of the Global Report on Collective Progress in the Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, has prepared a template for the submission of case studies and other information relevant to the traditional knowledge, innovations, practices and technology of indigenous peoples and local communities that are given access to with their free, prior and informed consent, for use as a source of information for the global report. 
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In notification No. 2025-100, the Executive Secretary invited Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities and stakeholders to submit information on relevant traditional knowledge, innovations, practices and technology of indigenous peoples and local communities for the global report. Indigenous peoples and local communities were encouraged to submit information on traditional knowledge in the format and manner that they deemed most appropriate and suitable to their contexts using the template provided. The submissions received are available on the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention, and an information document containing a summary of the inputs received will be made available as information document CBD/SB8J/1/INF/2. 
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III.	Recommendation
The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:
	The Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity Related to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
1.	Encourages Parties to enable the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples and local communities in the development of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and national reports and to include in their national reports relevant information on traditional knowledge obtained with the free, prior and informed consent[footnoteRef:5] of its holders, as appropriate; [5:  “Free, prior and informed consent” refers to the tripartite terminology of “prior and informed consent”, “free, prior and informed consent” and “approval and involvement”, as applicable.] 

2.	Takes note of the case studies and other information on relevant traditional knowledge, innovations, practices and technology of indigenous peoples and local communities contained in document CBD/SB8J/1/INF/2, and invites the Ad Hoc Scientific and Technical Advisory Group for the Preparation of the Global Report on Collective Progress in the Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework[footnoteRef:6] to take those inputs and other relevant information on traditional knowledge into account when undertaking its work; [6:  Decision 15/4, annex.] 

3.	Notes that, in accordance with decision 16/32, the advice contained in the present recommendation will be made available to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the Subsidiary Body on Implementation.
__________
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