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Chair, distinguished delegates, colleagues, 

Austria strongly welcomes this opportunity to discuss an issue of paramount importance to all 

of us.  We thank the Secretariat for organising this informal meeting. 

We align ourselves with the statement made by Germany on behalf of the EU and its Member 

States.  Never before human beings had to experience the consequences of nature destruction 

so deeply and comprehensively. The pandemic affects our health, our ways of life and our 

economies - in all parts of the world. There is compelling scientific evidence that human 

activities are at the root of the problem. Human activities that drive biodiversity loss and 

climate change are also the drivers of pandemics such as COVID.  

We congratulate IPBES on its workshop report on the interlinkages between biodiversity loss 

and pandemics, which not only provides a wealth of information but also offers options for 

solutions. The good message is: we can do something; it is in our hands to avoid future 

outbreaks. We therefor need to address this issue with a sense of urgency within the CBD and 

the post 2020 global biodiversity framework.   

We thank the Secretariat of the CBD for the highly informative background paper for this 

session.  

We think that the mainstreaming agenda of the CBD provides an important vehicle to avoid 

future pandemics. Full and effective integration of biodiversity protection into all sectors and 

policies will be crucial. The post 2020 GBF needs to make these interlinkages visible, e.g. also 

by demonstrating how the various targets and activities contribute to a transformative change 

and thus contribute to avoid future pandemics. 

We also believe that communication strategies related to the post 2020 GBF need to address 

the interlinkages between biodiversity and health and pandemics.  

We welcome continued close cooperation between the CBD and the WHO and other relevant 

organisations also to help to institutionalize the One Health Approach at national levels. 

In Austria, several years ago a national forum on biodiversity and health was set up, which 

brings together experts from both sides. The forum has been tasked with activities to raise 

awareness on the interlinkages and to this end has developed a national action plan on 

biodiversity and health. Furthermore, the Austrian National Health Goals contain a specific 

goal on securing natural resources for future generations, which underlines the importance of 

healthy nature for healthy people. 
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Finally, chair, it is my great pleasure to take this opportunity also to share with you the 

information that the Austrian Government has decided to support the work of the CBD on 

“biodiversity and health” with a voluntary contribution of 12.000 €.  


