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I. Introduction 

1. As is the practice of the Convention on Biological Diversity, recommendations emanating 

from the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to the Convention are considered by the Ad Hoc 

Open-ended Intersessional Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions of the Convention, 

which, in turn, proposes recommendations for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties. 

2. The present note has been prepared to facilitate and guide the discussion under agenda item 8, 

concerning recommendations of the Permanent Forum of relevance to the Convention, emanating 

from its twentieth (2021), twenty-first (2022) and twenty-second (2023) sessions. In the light of the 

evolving coronavirus disease (COVID-19) situation in 2020, the nineteenth session of the Permanent 

Forum was suspended. 

3. Section II of the present note contains background information on the Permanent Forum. 

Section III contains a summary of relevant recommendations emanating from the twentieth, 

twenty-first and twenty-second sessions of the Permanent Forum, not yet considered by the 

Convention, and section IV provides a draft recommendation for consideration by the Working 

Group. 

II. Background on the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

4. By its resolution 2000/22 of 28 July 2000, the Economic and Social Council established the 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to serve as an advisory body to the Council with a mandate 

to discuss indigenous issues within the mandate of the Council relating to economic and social 

development, culture, the environment, education, health and human rights. 
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5. More specifically, the Permanent Forum: 

(a) Provides expert advice and recommendations on indigenous issues to the Economic and 

Social Council, as well as to programmes, funds and agencies of the United Nations through the 

Economic and Social Council; 

(b) Raises awareness and promotes the integration and coordination of activities related to 

indigenous issues within the United Nations system; 

(c) Prepares and disseminates information on indigenous issues. 

6. The Permanent Forum meets annually for two-week-long sessions at United Nations 

Headquarters, in New York. In line with the modus operandi of the Permanent Forum, at each session, 

the 16 independent experts adopt recommendations by consensus for the consideration of 

Governments and United Nations agencies, programmes, funds and other mechanisms. The 

recommendations of relevance to the Convention adopted by the Permanent Forum at its twentieth, 

twenty-first and twenty-second sessions are contained in section III below. 

III. Recent observations and recommendations of the Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

7. Over the period from 2021 to 2023, the Permanent Forum addressed specific recommendations 

to the Convention. In addition, certain general recommendations may also be of relevance to the 

Convention and are therefore integrated into the present document. To a certain extent, the 

recommendations may have previously been considered by the Conference to the Parties to the 

Convention and its Protocols in previous and current work. Where this is the case, it is mentioned 

below. 

A. Recommendations emanating from the twentieth session of the Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues (2021) 

8. At its twentieth session, in 2021, the Permanent Forum considered the theme “Peace, justice 

and strong institutions: the role of indigenous peoples in implementing Sustainable Development 

Goal 16”. The Permanent Forum put forth three distinct observations and recommendations 

contained in paragraphs 60, 75 and 82 of the report on that session.1  

9. Paragraph 60 reads as follows: 

The Permanent Forum highlights the continued misappropriation and illicit use of indigenous 

peoples’ intellectual property and cultural heritage by enterprises and individuals that use it 

for their own vested interests or benefits. The Permanent Forum stresses that the intellectual 

property rights held by indigenous peoples, including with regard to data and knowledge, 

should not be exploited or be taken by private companies and individuals without the free, 

prior and informed consent of the indigenous peoples concerned. The principle of free, prior 

and informed consent and the stringent application of relevant safeguards and policies 

promulgated by United Nations system entities also applies to intellectual property rights in 

the context of industrial, forestry, mining and other projects conducted on indigenous peoples’ 

lands and territories. This also applies to relevant international instruments, such as the 

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 

Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

10. Various provisions of the Nagoya Protocol address access to traditional knowledge associated 

with genetic resources (Article 7), access to genetic resources where indigenous and local 

communities have the established right to grant access to such resources (Article 6), fair and equitable 

benefit-sharing from the utilization of such traditional knowledge and such genetic resources 

(Article 5) and compliance with domestic measures on access and benefit-sharing for traditional 

                                                      
1 E/2021/43-E/C.19/2021/10. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/114/57/PDF/N2111457.pdf?OpenElement
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knowledge associated with genetic resources (Article 16). Article 12, on traditional knowledge 

associated with genetic resources, also provides that, in implementing their obligations under the 

Protocol, Parties must in accordance with domestic law take into consideration indigenous and local 

communities’ customary laws, community protocols and procedures, as applicable, with respect to 

traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources.  

11. Article 8(j) of the Convention provides that each contracting Party must, as far as possible and 

as appropriate, and subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities embodying traditional 

lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and promote the 

wider approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices and 

encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge, 

innovations, and practices. To support the implementation of the Article, Parties have made 

substantial contributions to the development of the international principles and guidelines, as 

minimum standards, including:  

(a) The Akwé: Kon Voluntary Guidelines for the conduct of cultural, environmental and 

social impact assessments;2 

(b) The Tkarihwaié:ri Code of Ethical Conduct to Ensure Respect for the Cultural and 

Intellectual Heritage of Indigenous and Local Communities;3 

(c) The Mo’otz Kuxtal Voluntary Guidelines for the development of mechanisms, 

legislation or other appropriate initiatives to ensure the “prior and informed consent”, “free, prior and 

informed consent” or “approval and involvement”, depending on national circumstances of 

indigenous peoples and local communities for accessing their knowledge, innovations and practices, 

for fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of their knowledge, innovations and 

practices relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, and for reporting 

and preventing unlawful appropriation of traditional knowledge;4 

(d) The Rutzolijirisaxik Voluntary Guidelines for the Repatriation of Traditional 

Knowledge Relevant for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity.5 

12. At its fifteenth meeting, by its decision 15/4, the Conference of Parties adopted the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, which makes specific reference to the fair and equitable 

sharing of benefits from the utilization of genetic resources as well as traditional knowledge 

associated with genetic resources in its Goal C and Target 13, among others. In Target 21, the 

importance of gaining access to traditional knowledge, innovations, practices and technologies of 

indigenous peoples and local communities only with their free, prior and informed consent is also 

emphasized.  

13. Paragraphs 75 and 82 of the report on the twentieth session of the Permanent Forum read as 

follows: 

75. The Permanent Forum welcomes indigenous peoples’ contributions to the 

implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the development of the post-

2020 global biodiversity framework. The Forum underlines the need to develop a new 

programme of work and institutional arrangements on article 8 (j) and other provisions of the 

Convention with the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples. It recommends that 

the secretariat of the Convention facilitate a capacity-building process for indigenous peoples 

to enable them to prepare themselves for the development of new programmes of work and 

institutional arrangements. 

                                                      
2 Decision VII/16. 
3 Decision X/42, annex. 
4 Decision XIII/18, annex. 
5 Decision 14/12. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-07/cop-07-dec-16-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-10/cop-10-dec-42-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-18-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-12-en.pdf
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82. The Permanent Forum calls on the organizers of the forthcoming meetings of Conference 

of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the 

Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, 

Particularly in Africa to ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples, 

virtually or in person, in the meetings that are to be organized later in 2021. The Forum 

encourages donors and civil society organizations to support indigenous peoples’ participation 

in these events. 

14. Indigenous peoples and local communities played an integral role in the development of the 

Framework.6 To further facilitate the active participation of indigenous peoples and local 

communities in the process towards the negotiation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, 

the Secretariat of the Convention, in collaboration with the International Indigenous Forum on 

Biodiversity, organized three dialogues. The first dialogue,7 held in Montreal, Canada, on 17 and 18 

November 2019, focused on the key outcomes of the first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group 

on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and associated regional consultations. The second 

dialogue8 was held online from 1 to 3 December 2020. Its objectives were to have inputs and 

discussions on the updated zero draft of the text of the framework and its monitoring framework. The 

third dialogue,9 held online on 2 and 3 and 5 and 6 August 2021, provided a platform for Parties, 

indigenous peoples and local communities to broadly exchange views on the process towards the 

development of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 

15. At its fifteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopted decision 15/10 on the 

development of a new programme of work and institutional arrangements on Article 8(j) and other 

provisions of the Convention related to indigenous peoples and local communities, which, among 

other things, set out a process for further consideration of the matter. The development process 

included the convening an ad hoc technical expert group on the new programme of work and 

institutional arrangements on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the Convention Related to 

indigenous peoples and local communities, the terms of reference of which are contained in annex 

III to decision 15/10. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group met in Manaus, Brazil, from 11 to 13 July 

2023 and the outcomes of its meeting have been submitted to the twelfth meeting of the Ad Hoc 

Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions for its consideration. Among the 25 selected 

experts, 15 represented indigenous peoples and local communities. In addition, the Secretariat 

organized a webinar on 7 March 2023 to provide comprehensive information about the process and 

relevant issues for developing new programmes of work and institutional arrangements.  

16. In its decision VIII/5, the Conference of the Parties established the Voluntary Fund Mechanism 

to facilitate the participation of indigenous peoples and local communities in meetings held under 

the Convention. From 2019 to 2023, a total of 99 representatives from indigenous peoples and local 

communities, with nearly half of whom were women from indigenous peoples and local 

communities, were beneficiaries of the Voluntary Fund. The Fund facilitated the participation of 

those representatives in the meetings held under the Convention, as follows:  

(a) Twenty-four representatives participated in the eleventh meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-

ended Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions and in the twenty-third meeting of the 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, in 2019; 

(b) Twelve representatives participated in the twenty-fourth meeting of the Subsidiary Body 

on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, the third meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 

                                                      
6 The Voluntary Funding Mechanism under the Convention facilitated the participation of 21 representatives of indigenous peoples 

and local communities for the fifth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 

and the second part of the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention (Notification No. 2022-066). 
7 See www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2019-12. 
8 See www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2020-05.  
9 See www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2021-01.  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2022/ntf-2022-066-cop15-iplc-en.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/MEA-CBD-EditingTeam/Shared%20Documents/Meeting%20documents/Article%208(j)/WG8J/WG8J-12/www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2019-12
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/MEA-CBD-EditingTeam/Shared%20Documents/Meeting%20documents/Article%208(j)/WG8J/WG8J-12/www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2020-05
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Implementation and the third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-2020 Global 

Biodiversity Framework, in 2022;  

(c) Nine representatives participated in the fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working 

Group on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework in 2022;  

(d) Twenty-one representatives participated in the fifth meeting of the Open-ended Working 

Group on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, the second part of the fifteenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties and concurrent meetings of the Parties to the Cartagena and Nagoya 

Protocols in 2022;  

(e) Eight selected representatives participated in twenty-fifth meeting of the Subsidiary 

Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice in 2023. 

B. Recommendations emanating from the twenty-first session of the Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Issues 

17. At its twenty-first session, in 2022, the Permanent Forum considered the theme “Indigenous 

peoples, business, autonomy and the human rights principles of due diligence, including free, prior 

and informed consent”. At that session, the Permanent Forum put forth three distinct 

recommendations encapsulated in paragraphs 66, 85, and 87 of the report on that session.10  

18. Paragraph 66 reads as follows: 

The Permanent Forum urges the World Intellectual Property Organization, UNESCO, the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant United Nations 

entities to align their internal policies, within their respective mandates, so as to recognize and 

protect the collective intellectual property rights of indigenous peoples in respect of their 

creations, discoveries, traditional knowledge and knowledge of biodiversity. The Permanent 

Forum invites the above-mentioned United Nations entities to report back to future sessions 

on the progress made in that regard. 

19. This recommendation of the Permanent Forum underscores the rights of indigenous peoples 

and local communities over their traditional knowledge within the context of the Convention. The 

recommendation is in line with Article 8(j) of the Convention, which emphasizes the need to respect, 

preserve and promote traditional knowledge, innovations, and practices of indigenous peoples and 

local communities. Furthermore, and as described above, the Nagoya Protocol addresses traditional 

knowledge associated with genetic resources with provisions on access, benefit-sharing and 

compliance. It also addresses genetic resources where indigenous and local communities have the 

established right to grant access to such resources. The impact of intellectual property rights is also 

recognized in Article 16, paragraph 5, of the Convention, which provides that contracting Parties 

must cooperate, subject to national legislation and international law, to ensure that patents and other 

intellectual property rights are supportive of and do not run counter to the objectives of the 

Convention. Information provided in paragraphs 10 to 12 of the present note is also pertinent and 

complementary to that recommendation.  

20. Paragraph 85 of the report on the twenty-first session of the Permanent Forum reads as follows: 

Indigenous peoples have been a distinct constituency at the United Nations since 1977 and, 

with the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by 

the General Assembly in 2007, their inherent rights were affirmed as the international 

minimum standard. The Permanent Forum reiterates the position of the Special Rapporteur on 

the rights of indigenous peoples, namely that it is unacceptable to undermine the status and 

standing of indigenous peoples by combining or equating them with non-indigenous entities 

such as minorities, vulnerable groups or local communities. Such attempts, whether by States 

or United Nations entities, are not acceptable and will be challenged by indigenous peoples 

                                                      
10 E/2022/43-E/C.19/2022/11).  
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and those mandated to defend their rights. The Permanent Forum urges all United Nations 

entities and States parties to treaties concerning the environment, biodiversity and the climate 

to eliminate the use of the term “local communities” in conjunction with indigenous peoples, 

so that the term “indigenous peoples and local communities” would be abolished. 

21. In the text of the Convention, as adopted in 1992, the international community opted to use 

the term “indigenous and local communities” in Article 8(j) of the Convention text. This specific 

approach reflects a recognition of knowledge, innovations and practices held by indigenous peoples 

and local communities, underscoring their integral roles in biodiversity conservation and sustainable 

use. 

22. In 2011, the Permanent Forum, affirming the status of indigenous peoples as “peoples” while 

fully respecting and safeguarding their human rights, urged the Parties to the Convention to adopt 

the terminology “indigenous peoples and local communities”. This terminology aligns with the 

distinct identities developed by indigenous peoples and local communities since the adoption of the 

Convention. 

23. In 2012, at its eleventh meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopted decision XI/14 B of 

specific relevance to the participation of local communities in the Convention processes. The 

decision was aimed at ensuring equitable access to the Voluntary Fund to Facilitate the Participation 

of Indigenous and Local Communities in the Convention process. Moreover, it encompassed 

provisions for capacity-building and to commence disaggregating data and statistics related to local 

communities. The decision was guided by the report of the Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting of Local 

Community Representatives, held in Montreal from 14 to 16 July in 2011.11 Subsequently, in 2014, 

at its twelfth meeting,12 the Conference of Parties decided to use the terminology “indigenous peoples 

and local communities” in future decisions under the Convention without affecting in any way the 

legal meaning of Article 8(j) and related provisions.  

24. In 2018, at its fourteenth meeting, the Conference of Parties adopted the glossary of pertinent 

key terms and concepts in the context of Article 8(j) and its related provisions (decision 14/13). The 

Conference of the Parties underscored in the decision that the usage of the glossary was without 

prejudice to the terminology used in the Convention and might not be interpreted as implying for any 

Party a change in rights or obligations under the Convention. In the glossary annexed to the decision, 

in reference to the term “indigenous peoples and local communities”, it is indicated that the 

Convention does not define the terms “indigenous and local communities” or “indigenous peoples 

and local communities”, that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

does not adopt a universal definition for “indigenous peoples” and that a definition is not 

recommended. 

25. Lastly, section C of the Framework is focused on considerations for the implementation of the 

Framework and contains a non-derogation clause explicitly stating that nothing in the Framework 

may be construed as diminishing or extinguishing the rights that indigenous peoples currently have 

or may acquire in the future.  

26. Paragraph 87 of the report on the twenty-first session of the Permanent Forum reads as follows: 

Ensuring a human rights-based approach to indigenous peoples’ rights to land, waters, 

territories and resources, governance and secure customary tenure is essential for their 

continued contribution and significant role in achieving the post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework. Indigenous lands, waters and territories need to be recognized directly and as a 

category separate from “protected areas” or “other effective area-based conservation 

measures”, including when recognizing the land rights of indigenous women. A core element 

of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework should be the development of indicators 

reflecting indigenous peoples’ rights to facilitate monitoring and implementation. There is an 

                                                      
11 UNEP/CBD/WG8J/7/8/Add.1. 
12 Decision XII/12 F. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-11/cop-11-dec-14-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/tk/wg8j-07/official/wg8j-07-08-add1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-12/cop-12-dec-12-en.pdf
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urgent and continuing need for resource mobilization for indigenous peoples, including for 

indigenous women, to ensure their participation in shaping and implementing the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework. In this regard, the Permanent Forum acknowledges the 

recommendation to organize an expert meeting to develop and study the options and 

mechanisms for direct access to funding, to be transmitted to the secretariat of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity. Furthermore, the Permanent Forum supports the continuation of the 

work of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Intersessional Working Group on Article 8(j) and related 

provisions of that Convention and urges States parties thereto to ensure adequate support to 

provide for a robust work programme. 

27. Parties to the Convention agreed that the human rights-based approach guides the 

implementation of the Framework. Section C of the Framework explicitly highlights the necessity to 

ensure the rights of indigenous peoples and of local communities, aligning with relevant national 

legislation and international instruments, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and human rights law. The need to respect, protect, promote and fulfil human 

rights throughout the implementation of the Framework is also emphasized in the same section. 

28. The human right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment, is enshrined in the 

Framework, with an emphasis on the commitment to upholding fundamental human rights principles.  

29. Regarding indigenous territories as an independent conservation category, Target 3 of the 

Framework calls for expanding and enhancing area-based conservation through equitably governed 

systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, recognizing 

indigenous and traditional territories. Regarding indicators, the Conference of Parties, at its fifteenth 

meeting, mandated the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, 

in conjunction with the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, to 

review and update the four traditional knowledge indicators13 in the light of the Framework.  

C. Recommendations emanating from the twenty-second session of the Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Issues (2023) 

30. At its twenty-second session, in 2023, the Permanent Forum considered the theme “Indigenous 

Peoples, human health, planetary and territorial health and climate change: a rights-based approach”. 

At that session, the Permanent Forum put forth five recommendations of interest to the Convention 

in paragraphs 25, 28, 40, 42 and 75 of the report on that session.14  

31. Paragraphs 25 and 75 read as follows: 

25. The Permanent Forum reiterates its call at its twenty-first session for a clear distinction 

between Indigenous Peoples and local communities. All United Nations entities and States 

parties to treaties concerning the environment, biodiversity and climate are encouraged to 

eliminate the use of the term “local communities” in connection with Indigenous Peoples, so 

that the term “Indigenous Peoples and local communities” would be abolished. 

75. The Permanent Forum welcomes that, as of 3 November 2022, the term “Indigenous 

Peoples” is capitalized in the United Nations Editorial Manual. That update was made in 

accordance with an agreement made among the Member States when negotiating General 

Assembly resolution 77/203. The Permanent Forum urges that translation in all official 

languages of the United Nations reflect that update to the Editorial Manual. 

                                                      
13 In decision XIII/28, the Conference of the Parties adopted the following indicators for status and trends in the knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity: (a) Trends of linguistic diversity and numbers of speakers of indigenous languages; (b) Trends in land-use 

change and land tenure in the traditional territories of indigenous and local communities; (c) Trends in the practice of traditional 

occupations; and (d) Trends in degree to which traditional knowledge and practices are respected through: full integration, 

participation and safeguards in national implementation of the Strategic Plan. 
14 E/2023/43-E/C.19/2023/7. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N23/127/22/PDF/N2312722.pdf?OpenElement
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32. The recommendation contained in paragraph 25 of the report reinforces the importance of 

recognizing the distinction between indigenous peoples and local communities, calling for the 

elimination of the term “local communities” when referring to indigenous peoples. The 

recommendation aligns with the broader objective of discontinuing the use of “indigenous peoples 

and local communities” as a single combined term. Paragraphs 21 to 25 of the present report contain 

background information on the use of those terms in the context of the Convention.  

33. Paragraph 75 of the report on the twenty-second session of the Permanent Forum contains 

information on the use and capitalization of the term “Indigenous Peoples” in that specific context. 

In the context of the Convention, and as adopted by the Conference of the Parties in its decision 

XII/12, the term “indigenous peoples” is not capitalized.  

34. Paragraph 28 of the report on the twenty-second session of the Permanent Forum reads as 

follows: 

The Permanent Forum reiterates its recommendation to adopt a programme of work on article 

8 (j) and other provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity and strengthened 

institutional arrangements through a permanent subsidiary body to take forward the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and to ensure a human rights-based approach, and 

full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples, by the sixteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention. The Permanent Forum recommends ensuring 

direct access to financial resources for Indigenous Peoples, inclusive of all landscapes and 

seascapes, more efficient financial mechanisms managed by Indigenous Peoples and the 

inclusion of Indigenous Peoples’ representatives in the governance of the Framework to better 

design and implement grants. In that respect, the modus operandi and methods of work for 

enhanced Indigenous participation under article 8 (j) and related provisions must be the 

minimum standard and be prioritized as an essential prerequisite for the full implementation 

of target 31 of the Framework. 

35. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on the New Programme of Work and Institutional 

Arrangements on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the Convention Related to Indigenous Peoples 

and Local Communities took into account the information summarized in paragraphs 14 and 16 of 

the present report. Notably, the Expert Group proposed a new element to the new programme of work 

on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the Convention on direct access to financial resources for 

indigenous peoples. In addition, the recommendation of the Expert Group aligns with this specific 

recommendation of the Permanent Forum in relation to having institutional arrangements that allow 

for the effective and meaningful participation of indigenous peoples and of local communities in all 

processes of the Convention.15   

36. Paragraph 40 of the report on the twenty-second session of the Permanent Forum reads as 

follows: 

The Permanent Forum welcomes the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework at the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. The Permanent Forum urges the Conference of the Parties to establish a 

commission, as early as possible, to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the 

Framework, especially its target 3 on protecting 30 per cent of the planet’s land and water by 

2030, with the full and equitable participation of Indigenous Peoples and respecting their 

rights to free, prior and informed consent. The establishment of robust grievance mechanisms 

is vital. 

37. Alongside the adoption of the Framework, the Conference of Parties also adopted a monitoring 

framework. This monitoring framework comprises a diverse range of indicators, including headline 

indicators, binary indicators, component indicators, and complementary indicators (decision 15/5). 

The decision also highlights the importance of community-based monitoring and information 

                                                      
15 CBD/WG8J/12/5. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-05-en.pdf
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systems and of citizen science (para. 6). Furthermore, an ad hoc technical expert group has been 

established with a time-bound mandate to provide guidance on the further operationalization of this 

monitoring framework (para. 8). The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice is tasked with reviewing the outcomes of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Indicators, 

completing the scientific and technical review of the monitoring framework, and reporting its 

findings for subsequent consideration (para. 9). The Expert Group comprises 45 expert members, 

including two indigenous representatives.16 In addition, the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on 

Article 8(j) and Related Provisions is tasked to continue the development and operationalization of 

indicators pertinent to traditional knowledge and indigenous peoples and local communities, with the 

responsibility of reporting on progress to the Conference of the Parties (para. 12). In decision 15/10, 

the Conference of Parties further requested that measures be taken to develop a new programme of 

work and institutional arrangements related to Article 8(j) and other relevant provisions of the 

Convention. The four indicators for traditional knowledge17 could play an important role in 

monitoring the implementation of the proposed new programme of work.  

38. Paragraph 42 of the report on the twenty-second session of the Permanent Forum reads as 

follows: 

The Permanent Forum recommends that the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO), in collaboration with WHO, the secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, FAO and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research prepare and 

implement a series of collaborative global and regional training sessions and seminars by 2025 

for Indigenous Peoples concerning their traditional knowledge, traditional cultural expression, 

genetic resources, folklore, medicinal plants and traditional medicine, and their own food, 

beverage and medical products businesses. 

39. The Secretariat of the Convention participated in the first Traditional Medicine Global 

Summit, organized by the World Health Organization and the Government of India, which was held 

in Gandhinagar, India, on 17 and 18 August 2023. The Summit was a platform for all stakeholders, 

including traditional medicine workers, users and communities, national policymakers, international 

organizations, academics, the private sector and civil society organizations, to share best practices 

and game-changing evidence, data and innovation on the contribution of traditional medicine to 

health and sustainable development. In addition, the Secretariat also participated in the Global 

Workshop on Biodiversity, Traditional Knowledge, Health and Well-being, held in Brazil on 27 and 

28 July 2023.

IV. Recommendations  

40. The Ad Hoc Open-ended Intersessional Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions 

may wish to recommend that, at its sixteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Having considered the note by the Secretariat on the recommendations from the Permanent 

Forum on Indigenous Issues pertaining to the Convention on Biological Diversity,1 

                                                      
16 Notification 2023-040. 
17 In decision XIII/28, the Conference of the Parties adopted the following indicators for status and trends in the knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity: (a) Trends of linguistic diversity and numbers of speakers of indigenous languages; (b) Trends in land-use 

change and land tenure in the traditional territories of indigenous and local communities; (c) Trends in the practice of traditional 

occupations; and (d) Trends in degree to which traditional knowledge and practices are respected through: full integration, 

participation and safeguards in national implementation of the Strategic Plan. 
1 CBD/WG8J/12/7. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-10-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2023/ntf-2023-040-indicators-en.pdf
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1. Takes note of the observations and recommendations emanating from the twentieth, 

twenty-first and twenty-second sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; 

2. Requests the Secretariat to continue to inform the Permanent Forum of developments of 

mutual interest and to provide information to the Forum about activities undertaken under the 

Convention on Biological Diversity2 related to the aforementioned observations and 

recommendations of the Forum, in accordance with the system-wide action plan for ensuring a 

coherent approach to achieving the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.3 

__________ 

                                                      
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 
3 E/C.19/2016/5 and E/C.19/2016/5/Corr.1. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/044/09/pdf/N1604409.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/044/09/pdf/N1604409.pdf?OpenElement

