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1. Opening of the Workshop


The Global Taxonomy Initiative Forum will be held in Berlin, Germany from Tuesday, 7 April to Thursday 9 April 2020.  The meeting will commence with a symposium with guest speakers and will be open to the public. 


The workshop will start at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 7 April 2020, and registration will take place at 12:00 p.m. (noon) at the venue.

2. Venue

The forum will be held at: 

The Museum für Naturkunde – Leibniz Institute for Evolution and Biodiversity 

Invalidenstraße. 43

10115 Berlin

E-mail:  recruiting@mfn.berlinel, info@leibniz-gemeinschaft.de
Website:  https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/en/
3. Working language of the forum
The workshop will be held in English. 

4. Documents 

In order to minimize the environmental footprint of the workshop and in line with the UN policy towards greener meetings, participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the meeting documents, or to use paperless versions, as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the workshop. Documents are available on the following web page: 

[image: image11.emf]
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/GTI-OM-2020-01
5. General information on access to Berlin

Berlin is serviced by the Berlin - Schönefeld International Airport and Tegel Airport.  

Schönefeld Airport is located approximately 16 km outside the city centre.  Metered taxis are available at arrivals hall A. Cost to the city centre is approximately 30-35 € and travel time about 25-40 minutes depending on traffic. 

From Schönefeld Airport to venue and hotels: Train S9, to Berlin Central Station directly from Schönefeld Airport, then walk about 10-15 minutes or take taxi to venue and nearby hotels. 
Tegel Airport is located approximately 12 km outside the city centre. Metered taxis are available at arrivals hall A. Cost to the city centre is approximately 20-24 € and travel time is about 20-30 minutes depending on traffic. 
6. Visa information  

Participants from countries listed in annex A below require a Schengen entry visa for Germany and are strongly advised to contact the nearest German diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa in a timely manner, prior to departure. It should be noted that airline companies will not allow boarding in the absence of a valid visa.  A list of relevant German diplomatic/consular missions abroad can be found at https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/auslandsvertretungen. 

Information on visa procedures and the visa application form are available on the website of the German Federal Foreign Office at:

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/visabestimmungen-node. 

7. Hotel information
A list of recommended hotels in the vicinity of the venue can be found below in Annex B.  Participants are requested to make their own hotel reservations.  
8. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA)

The DSA will be disbursed to sponsored participants on the first day of the workshop in the form of a prepaid credit card.  For identification purposes, these participants are kindly requested to bring their passports and boarding passes.  These will be photocopied and returned to participants during the workshop.  It is advisable that participants have some cash at hand to cover expenses that may occur between their arrival and the moment at which they are provided with the prepaid credit card from which they will access their DSA.

9. Official language in Germany

The official language in Germany is German.  English is spoken in hotels and restaurants.


10. Weather and time zone information 

In April, the average temperatures in Berlin typically range between +14°C in the daytime and between -4°C at night.  Please bring appropriate clothing for cool weather conditions.  
The standard time zone for Germany is CEST (Central European Summer Time) which is GMT/UTC +3 hours. 

11. Electricity

The electrical currents in Germany are 230 Volts, 50 Hertz and plugs are as shown below. 
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12. Currency 

The currency in Germany is the Euro (€). The current exchange rate as of 18 February 2020 is US $1 = €0.89 and €1 = US $1.11 (source: www.xe.com, rates are subject to change). 

Currency exchange facilities are readily available in banks and hotels.

13. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation. In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical, accident and travel insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 
Annex A – Country list for visas
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WHOSE CITIZENS REQUIRE VISAS IN ORDER TO ENTER GERMANY AS VISITORS (AS LISTED ON THE WEBSITE OF 
THE GERMAN FEDERAL FOREIGN OFFICE) 

Citizens of the following countries and territories require a visa to visit or transit Germany:

A

Afghanistan

Algeria

Angola

Armenia

Azerbaijan

B

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Belarus

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

C

Cambodia

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African Republic

Chad

China

Comoros

Congo, Democratic 
Republic of the

Congo, Republic of the

Côte d’Ivoire

Cuba

D

Djibouti

Dominican Republic

E

Ecuador

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

F

Fiji

G

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

H

Haiti

I

India

Indonesia

Iran, Islamic Republic of 

Iraq

J 

Jamaica

Jordan

K 

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of 

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

L

Lao, People’s Democratic 
Republic of

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

M 

Madagascar

Malawi

Maldives

Mali

Mauritania

Mongolia

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar 

N

Namibia

Nauru

Nepal

Niger

Nigeria

O

Oman

P

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

Philippines

Q 

Qatar

R

Russian Federation

Rwanda

S

Sao Tomé e Principe

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

South Sudan

Sri Lanka

State of Palestine
Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Syrian Arab Republic

T

Tajikistan

Tanzania, United 
Republic of

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

U

Uganda

Uzbekistan

V

Viet Nam

Y

Yemen

Z

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Annex B – Hotel information
LIST OF HOTELS WITH INDICATIVE ROOM RATES FOR 2020 IN EUROS

PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE THE APPLICABLE TAXES
RATES ARE INDICATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

	HOTELS
	ROOM RATES IN EUROS

(Rates are approximate and taken from website, some offer specials and discounts)
	DISTANCE TO VENUE 
	REMARKS

	1.  Titanic Chaussee Berlin
Chausseestraße 30, 

10115 Berlin, Germany

Tel: +49 30 311 6858-0 

E-mail: info.tcb@titanic-hotels.de
Website: https://www.titanic.com.tr/titanicchausseeberlin/default-en.html
	Approximate cost:

Standard room / classic King:  €103-€110
Many room options available
	8 minutes walking distance 
	Rates include:

· WIFI
Extras: 

Breakfast:  €15

	2.  Mercure Hotel Berlin City
Invalidenstraße 38

10115 Berlin

Tel: (+49)30/308260

E-mail: h5341@accor.com
Website: www.mercure.com
	Approximate cost:

Standard Queen:  €83

Superior:  €93
Double:  €103
Many room options available
	3 minutes walking distance
	Rates include:

· WIFI
Extras: 

Breakfast:  €13

	3.  Garden Living 

Invalidenstraße 101
10115 Berlin-Mitte

Tel.:  +49 (0)30 - 28 44 55 90 – 0

E-mail: info@gardenliving.de
Website: www.gardenliving.de 
	Approximate cost:

Serviced apartments

Standard room / comfort:  €129
Comfort: €169
Many room options available
	3 minutes walking distance
	Rates include:

· WIFI
Extras: 

Breakfast:  €18

	4.  HSH Hotel Apartments Mitte
Invalidenstraße 32/33

10115 Berlin

Tel.: +49 (0)30.240 49 100

E-mail:  stay@hsh-mitte.de
Website:  www.hsh-mitte.de
	Approximate cost:

Standard room:  €115

Double room: €145
Many room options available

	5 minutes walking distance
	Rates include:

· WIFI
Extras: 

Breakfast:  €13.50

	5.  Hotel Mitte Manged by Melia / Tryp Berlin Mitte
Chausseestrasse 33

10115 Berlin

Tel.: (49) 30 4147230

E-mail: tryp.berlin@melia.com
Website:  https://www.guestreservations.com/tryp-berlin-mitte/
	Approximate cost:

Standard room:  €92-€128

Many room options available

	8 minutes walking distance
	Rates include:

· WIFI
Extras: 

Breakfast:  €13


-----
1
2
9

