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Linkages between the BCH and National websites

BCH AJAX Plug-in
Client-side application that was previously used to enable external 

websites to dynamically display of content from the BCH

Hermes
Content Management System (CMS) that allows countries to develop 

and build their own national BCH website.
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Linkages between the BCH and National websites



Linkages between the BCH and National websites

Linkages to websites using AJAX and Hermes were re-

established in August 2022. 



Eventual phase-out of Hermes CMS

Old software also needs a 

significant level of technical 

expertise on part of the 

users

The old model will be 

gradually decommissioned 

using a suggested binary 

approach to provide enough 

flexibility for Parties to adjust 

to the transition while and 

more sustainable framework 

is put in place 

Maintaining older 

software has become 

difficult to due to 

continued investment of 

resources 

Due to use of old 

technologies it lacks 

modern elements such 

as mobile 

responsiveness 



CBD/CP/MOP/DEC/10/5      (7b)

"Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to maintain and make 

necessary improvements to the Biosafety Clearing-House, including: ....

Exploring how the Bioland tool can be used to facilitate the linkage 

between national websites and the Biosafety Clearing-House, and other 

mechanisms that allow national clearing-houses to retrieve information 

from the Biosafety Clearing-House;"

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-10/cp-mop-10-dec-05-en.pdf

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-10/cp-mop-10-dec-05-en.pdf


About Bioland

UN recommended 

Drupal CMS

It ‘s completely owned, 

maintained and managed by 

Secretariat. It  currently 

supports 65 National CHM 

portals

Customizable and  

scalable

Bioland can be configured to 

act as a turn-key solution for 

hosting and displaying 

information. It has simple 

interface and intuitive controls  

Interoperable with CHM and 

other information networks

Bioland can be configured to act as 

a turn-key solution for hosting and 

displaying information. It has simple 

interface and intuitive controls  



Bioland vs Hermes

Bioland is integrated with Central CHM Hermes is integrated with BCH



Next Options for  BCH National Websites

1

Option 1: 

“Embed” in your 

own website

2

Option 2: 

Create a new platform for BCH 

national websites



Embed in your own website/portal

The “Embed” function within the BCH Search tool is a quick and 

simple solution for linking content from the BCH directly into a pre-

existing website:

If a Party has a pre-existing website in which they wish to display 

information from the BCH, the embed tool is the primary solution.
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Use of Embed functionality





Create a new platform for BCH national websites2

Scoping 

Phase

User experience 

research to identify 

new information 

architecture and 

functionalities of BCH 

national portals

Design and 

Validation Phase

Creation of visual 

guidelines, themes, 

wireframes and MVP. 

Validation of the new 

approach with BCH 

IAC  

Launch and Training 

Phase

Development and 

release of new BCH 

portals for interested 

Parties followed by 

training programs to 

develop capacity on 

portal usage and 

management

Content 

Migration Phase 

Migrate content from 

existing BCH national 

websites where 

required to new BCH 

national websites 
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