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INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

1. Following an offer of the Government of Egypt, which was welcomed by the Conference of the 

Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (Conference of the Parties) in decision XIII/33, and in 

accordance with paragraph 6 of Article 29 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (the Cartagena 

Protocol), the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Cartagena Protocol was held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, from 17 to 29 November 2018, concurrently 

with the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

B. Attendance 

1. All States were invited to participate in the meeting. The following Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

attended: [to be completed] 

2. The following States not party to the Cartagena Protocol were also represented: [to be completed] 

3. For all other participants, see annex I to the report of the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties (CBD/COP/14/xx). 

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

4. The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Cartagena Protocol was opened at 11:00 a.m. on 17 November 2018 by Mr. José Octavio Tripp 

Villanueva, Ambassador of Mexico to Egypt, on behalf of Mr. Rafael Pacchiano Alamán, Minister of 

Environment and Natural Resources of Mexico and outgoing President of the Conference of the Parties, 

who also served as President of the eight Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to 

the Cartagena Protocol.  

5. Opening statements were made by Ms. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment of Egypt and 

President of the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting, also serving as President of the ninth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 

(hereinafter referred to as the President); Ms. Cristiana Paşca Palmer, Executive Secretary of the 

secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (the Convention); Ms. Maria Fernanda Espinosa, 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-33-en.pdf
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President of the United Nations General Assembly, via video; and Mr. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, President of 

Egypt.  

6. In her statement, the President referred to the outcomes of the high-level segment, including the 

Sharm El-Sheikh Declaration: Investing in Biodiversity for People and Planet. The Sharm El-Sheikh 

Declaration was made available as document CBD/COP/14/12 and the report of the high-level segment as 

document CBD/COP/14/12/Add.1. 

7. Two video presentations were screened, the first prepared by the Government of Mexico on 

mainstreaming biodiversity and the second by the Government of Egypt on biodiversity and its vital 

connection with the survival of humanity. There was also a performance by schoolchildren in the 

importance of biodiversity.  

8. At the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018, statements were made by Ms. 

Amina Mohammed, Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations, via video, and Ms. Corli Pretorius, 

Deputy Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) World Conservation Monitoring 

Centre.  

9. Representatives viewed two films, one by the National Geographic Society and the other by the 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), as well as a video message from Mr. Paul McCartney. 

10. General statements were made by representatives of Argentina (on behalf of the Latin American 

and Caribbean Group), Canada (on behalf of a group of non-aligned countries), European Union and its 

28 member States, Belarus (on behalf of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe), Rwanda (on behalf 

of the African Group) and Malaysia (on behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries).  

11. Statements were also made by representatives of the Indigenous Women’s Biodiversity Network 

(IWBN), the International Indigenous Forum for Biodiversity (IIFB), the CBD Alliance and the Global 

Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN) and the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 

12. The opening statements are summarized in annex II to the report of the fourteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties. 

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

2.1 Election of the President and substitute officers 

Election of the President 

13. Subject to paragraph 3 of Article 29 of the Cartagena Protocol, the Bureau of the Conference of the 

Parties would also serves as the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. Accordingly, Ms. Fouad, who had been elected as the President of the 

fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, also serve as the President of the ninth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. 

Election of substitute officers 

14. Paragraph 3 of Article 29 of the Cartagena Protocol stipulated that any member of the Bureau of 

the Conference of the Parties who was representing a Party to the Convention that was not a Party to the 

Protocol must be substituted by a member elected by and from among the Parties to the Protocol. The 

Conference of the Parties, at its thirteenth meeting, had elected 10 members of the Bureau to serve until 

the closure of the fourteenth meeting. Subsequently, at its eighth meeting, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol had elected substitute Bureau members for 

those regions where the Conference of the Parties Bureau member was representing a Party to the 

Convention that was not a Party to the Protocol. Subsequently, two representatives had been replaced by 

the Party concerned. Thus, in addition to the President, the Bureau for the ninth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol comprised: 

Mr. Mohamed Ali ben Temessek (Tunisia) 
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Mr. Samuel Ndayiragije (Burundi) 

Ms. Elvana Ramaj (Albania) 

Ms. Elena Makeyeva (Belarus) 

Mr. Randolph Edmead (Saint Kitts and Nevis) 

Ms. Clarissa Nina (Brazil) 

Mr. Hayo Haanstra (Netherlands) 

Mr. Gaute Voigt-Hanssen (Norway) 

Ms. Gwendalyn K. Sisior (Palau) 

Mr. Monyrak Meng (Cambodia) 

15. At the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018, it was agreed that, on the 

proposal of the Bureau, Mr. Monyrak Meng (Cambodia) would serve as Rapporteur for the meeting. 

16. At its 4th plenary session, on 22 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties elected 10 

representatives to serve as members of the Bureau for a term of office commencing upon the closure of its 

fourteenth meeting and ending at the closure of its fifteenth meeting. As all 10 members elected were 

from countries that were also Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, those members would also serve as the 

Bureau for the tenth Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena 

Protocol, without the need for substitute members. 

2.2. Adoption of the agenda 

17. At the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of 

the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol adopted the following agenda, on the basis of the provisional agenda 

prepared by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Bureau (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1): 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organization of the meeting. 

3. Report on the credentials of representatives to the ninth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. 

4. Reports of subsidiary bodies. 

5. Report of the Compliance Committee. 

6. Administration of the Protocol and budget for the trust funds. 

7. Matters related to the financial mechanism and resources (Article 28). 

8. Capacity-building (Article 22). 

9. Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House (Article 20). 

10. Monitoring and reporting (Article 33) and assessment and review of the effectiveness 

of the Protocol (Article 35). 

11. Enhancing integration under the Convention and its Protocols with respect to 

biosafety-related provisions. 

12. Cooperation with other organizations, conventions and initiatives. 

13. Review of effectiveness of structures and processes under the Convention and its 

Protocols. 

14. Preparation for the follow-up to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the 

Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (2011-2020). 

15. Risk assessment and risk management (Articles 15 and 16). 

16. Unintentional transboundary movements and emergency measures (Article 17). 

17. Transit and contained use of living modified organisms (Article 6). 

18. Socio-economic considerations (Article 26). 

19. Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress. 



CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.1 

Page 4 

 

 

20. Other matters. 

21. Adoption of the report. 

22. Closure of the meeting. 

2.3. Organization of work 

18. At the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol agreed to organize its work as set out in 

annex II to the proposed organization of work (CBD/COP/14/1/Add.2) and endorsed the establishment of 

the two working groups by the Conference of the Parties. 

Parallel events and awards 

19. During the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, three awards ceremonies took 

place. In addition, multiple related events were held in parallel with the meeting. More information on 

those award ceremonies and parallel events can be found in annex IV to the report of the fourteenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

ITEM 3. REPORT ON THE CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 

NINTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

SERVING AS THE MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE 

CARTAGENA PROTOCOL 

20. Agenda item 3 was taken up at the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018. In 

accordance with rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure, the Bureau was to examine and report on the 

credentials of delegations. Accordingly, the President informed the meeting that the Bureau had 

designated Ms. Elena Makeyeva (Belarus), a Vice-President of the Bureau, to examine and report on 

credentials. 

21. At the 4th plenary session of the meeting, on 22 November 2018, Ms. Makeyeva informed the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol that 162 Parties 

were registered as attending the meeting. The Bureau had examined the credentials of the representatives 

of 139 Parties that were attending the meeting. The credentials of 124 delegations were in full compliance 

with rule 18 of the rules of procedure. Those of 15 delegations did not fully comply with rule 18 and a 

further 23 delegations had not presented their credentials to date.  

22. [to be completed] 

ITEM 4. REPORTS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

23. Agenda item 4 was taken up at the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena 

Protocol had before it the reports of the twenty-second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological Advice (CBD/SBSTTA/22/12) and the second meeting of the Subsidiary 

Body on Implementation (CBD/SBI/2/22). 

24. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol took 

note of the reports of intersessional meetings of subsidiary bodies and agreed to consider the 

recommendations contained in the reports under the relevant agenda items. 

ITEM 5. REPORT OF THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

25. Agenda item 5 was taken up at the 2nd plenary session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018.  

26. Ms. Clare Hamilton, Chair of the Compliance Committee, reported on the work of the 

Compliance Committee at its fourteenth and fifteenth meetings (CBD/CP/MOP/9/2). She informed the 

Parties that since the Committee’s fifteenth meeting, the Comoros, the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea, Myanmar and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia had all submitted their third national 



CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.1 

Page 5 

 

reports and should therefore be removed from the list of parties in the monitoring and reporting section of 

the recommendation. Similarly, Turkmenistan had submitted its third national report and should therefore 

be removed from the caution portion of the Committee’s recommendation. She also informed the Parties 

that in assessing the decisions submitted to the Biosafety Clearing House under contained use, the 

Committee had noted that some records made available under contained use were not fully in accordance 

with Article 6 of the Cartagena Protocol, with some of these records relating rather to intentional 

introduction into the environment; more information on the issue was provided in document 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/9 on transit and contained use of living modified organisms. 

27. With respect to the recommended caution, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of 

the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol had before it an information document to assist it in its consideration 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/2). Among other things, the document provided an overview of the numerous 

activities undertaken by the Committee leading up to the recommendation to caution individual Parties for 

failing to submit their national reports. Ms. Hamilton underscored that the decision to recommend a 

caution had been the made following lengthy discussion and in light of longstanding failure of other 

measures available to the Committee to encourage action. She added that the global community had 

created the Cartagena Protocol believing its measure to be important, and that its successful operation 

depended on the sharing of accurate information.  

28. The matter was to be further discussed by Working Group I. 

29. Working Group I took up agenda item 5 at its 6th meeting, on 21 November 2018. In considering 

the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision based on the recommendations contained in the 

report of the Compliance Committee (CBD/CP/MOP/9/2) and a note by the Executive Secretary on the 

activities undertaken by the compliance committee with regard to the obligation to submit national reports 

leading up to the recommendation to caution individual Parties (CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/2). 

30. Ms. Clare Hamilton, Chair of the Compliance Committee, introduced the documents. She said 

that the annex to the report of the Compliance Committee contained, in section A, the general 

recommendations of the Compliance Committee, as well as its recommendation with respect to specific 

cases of non-compliance. Since the publication of the report, Greece, the Marshall Islands and 

Turkmenistan had submitted their third national reports and consequently should be removed from the list 

of Parties to be cautioned for failing to submit those reports. She also said, with respect to the nomination 

of experts, that the original intention had been to have a balance between technical experts and legal 

experts. Currently there remained only two legal experts on the Compliance Committee and she urged the 

Parties to take that into consideration when nominating experts to the committee. 

31. Statements were made by representatives of Colombia, Georgia (on behalf of the Central and 

Eastern European Group), India, Indonesia, Jordan, Mexico and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

32. The Chair said that he would prepare a revised draft decision, taking into consideration the views 

expressed orally and submitted in writing. 

33. At its 10th meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Working Group considered a revised draft 

decision submitted by the Chair, which it approved for transmission to the plenary as draft decision 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.11.  

34. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 6.  ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROTOCOL AND BUDGET FOR THE 

TRUST FUNDS 

35. Agenda item 6 was taken up at the 2nd session of the meeting, on 17 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena 

Protocol had before it the report of the Executive Secretary on the administration of the Convention and 

the Cartagena and Nagoya protocols for the biennium 2017–2018, including the budget for the trust funds 

(CBD/COP/14/3), the proposed budget for the programme of work of the Convention and the Cartagena 

and Nagoya protocols for the biennium 2019–2020 (CBD/COP/14/4), as well as elements of a draft 
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decision on the matter (CBD/COP/14/2) and a report of the Executive Secretary on the administration of 

the Convention and the budget for the trust funds of the Convention and the Cartagena and Nagoya 

protocols (CBD/COP/14/INF/17).  

36. A statement was made by the representative of Japan. 

37. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol took 

note of the reports and agreed to establish a contact group on budget, with the mandate to review the 

matter and prepare a draft budget for the programme of work for the biennium 2019–2020, for the 

consideration of the Parties. The contact group would be chaired by Mr. Spencer Thomas (Grenada), 

would be open to all Parties and would meet informally at the invitation of its chair, with meetings 

advertised in advance in the daily calendar of meetings. 

38. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties heard progress reports from the 

chair of the open-ended contact group on budget at the 4th plenary session of the meeting, on 22 

November 2018, and at the 5th plenary session of the meeting, on 25 November 2018. 

39. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 7.  MATTERS RELATED TO THE FINANCIAL MECHANISM AND 

RESOURCES (ARTICLE 28) 

40. Working Group I took up agenda item 7 at its 3rd meeting, on 19 November 2018. In considering 

the item, the Working Group had before it the report of the Council of GEF (CBD/COP/14/7) and a note 

by the Executive Secretary summarizing relevant information regarding GEF support for biosafety 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/12). It also had before it a draft decision set out in the compilation of draft decisions 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). 

41. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States, India and 

Mexico. 

42. At its 4th meeting, on 19 November 2018, the Working Group resumed its consideration of the 

item. 

43. Statements were made by representatives of Republic of Korea, South Africa, Uganda (on behalf 

of the African Group) and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

44. The Chair said he would prepare a revised draft decision on the matter, taking into account the 

views expressed orally and submitted in writing. 

45. At its 9th meeting, on 22 November 2018, the Working Group considered the revised draft 

decision prepared by the Chair and approved it for transmission to the plenary as draft decision 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.3.  

46. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 8.  CAPACITY-BUILDING (ARTICLE 22) 

47. Working Group I took up agenda item 8 at its 4th meeting, on 19 November 2018. In considering 

the item, the Working Group had before it a note by the Executive Secretary on capacity-building 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/3); the report of the Liaison Group on Capacity-building for Biosafety at its twelfth 

meeting (CBD/CP/LG-CB/12/3); a synthesis of submissions on the status of implementation of the 

Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-building for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety (CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/1); and a progress report on the implementation of the 

Short-term Action Plan to Enhance and Support Capacity-Building for the Implementation of the 

Convention and its Protocols (CBD/COP/14/INF/10). It also had before it a draft decision set out in the 

compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). Paragraphs 1 and 7 to 11 of the draft decision 

had been taken from recommendation SBI-2/8, part III, while paragraphs 2 to 6 and 12 to 13 had been 

drawn from the conclusions set out in the report of the Liaison Group. 
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48. Statements were made by representatives of Central African Republic, Colombia, European 

Union and its 28 member States, India, Kenya, New Zealand, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, South Africa 

and Thailand. 

49. A statement was also made by a representative of Argentina. 

50. A further statement was made by a representative of Third World Network. 

51. The Chair said he would prepare a revised draft decision on the matter, taking into account the 

views expressed orally and submitted in writing. 

52. At its 10th meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Working Group considered a revised draft 

decision submitted by the Chair, which it approved for transmission to the plenary as draft decision 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.10.  

53. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 9.  OPERATION AND ACTIVITIES OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-

HOUSE (ARTICLE 20) 

54. Working Group I took up agenda item 9 at its 4th meeting, on 19 November 2018. In considering 

the item, it had before it a note by the Executive Secretary on the operation and activities of the Biosafety 

Clearing-House (CBD/CP/MOP/9/4), to which was annexed the joint modalities of operation for the 

central clearing-house mechanism, the Biosafety Clearing-House and the Access and Benefit-Sharing 

Clearing-House, as detailed in the annex to the note by the Executive Secretary. The Working Group also 

had before it a draft decision reproduced from the note by the Executive Secretary, which was set out in 

the compilation of draft decisions contained in document CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.1. 

55. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States, India, 

Jordan, Norway, South Africa and Thailand. 

56. A statement was also made by a representative of Canada. 

57. The Working Group resumed its consideration of the agenda item at its 5th meeting, on 20 

November 2018. 

58. Statements were made by representatives of Bahrain, Côte d’Ivoire, European Union and its 28 

member States, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Jordan, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Niger, 

Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Uganda and United Republic of Tanzania. 

59. A further statement was made by a representative of Argentina. 

60. A statement was also made by a representative of ISAAA. 

61. Following the discussion, the Chair said that he would prepare a revised draft decision for 

consideration by the Working Group. 

62. At its 10th meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Working Group considered a revised draft 

decision submitted by the Chair. 

63. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States and 

Mexico. 

64. The Working Group approved the revised draft decision, as orally amended, for transmission to 

the plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.8.  

65. [to be completed]. 
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ITEM 10.  MONITORING AND REPORTING (ARTICLE 33) AND ASSESSMENT 

AND REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROTOCOL 

(ARTICLE 35) 

Fourth assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol and final evaluation of the 

Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol for the period 2011–2020 

66. Working Group I took up the first aspect of agenda item 10 at its 5th meeting, on 20 November 

2018. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision, based on 

recommendation SBI-2/12, set out in the compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). 

67. The Chair said that he would prepare a revised draft decision with an updated footnote to reflect 

recent submissions of national reports. 

68. The Working Group considered the revised draft decision prepared by the Chair at its 9th 

meeting, on 22 November 2018. 

69. The Working Group approved the revised draft decision for transmission to the plenary as draft 

decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.6.  

70. At the 5th plenary session of the meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties adopted draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.6 as decision CP-9/xx. 

 Monitoring and reporting, including a revised draft format for the fourth national report 

71. Working Group I took up the second aspect of agenda item 10 at its 5th meeting, on 20 November 

2018. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision, based on 

recommendations SBI-2/11 and SBI-2/13, set out in the compilation of draft decisions 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2), including a revised draft format for the fourth national report. It also had 

before it a note by the Executive Secretary on the revised draft format (CBD/CP/MOP/9/5) and an 

information note to assist in cross-referencing questions in the updated draft format for the fourth national 

report to corresponding questions from the format for the third national report (CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/5). 

72. Statements were made by representatives of Colombia, Egypt, Eswatini, European Union and its 

28 member States, India, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, Oman, 

State of Palestine, Switzerland and Uganda. 

73. Further statements were made by representatives of the Cornell University Alliance for Science 

and ISAAA. 

74. The Chair said that he would prepare a revised draft decision, taking consideration the views 

expressed orally and submitted in writing. 

75. At its 9th meeting, on 22 November 2018, the Working Group considered the revised draft 

decision prepared by the Chair. 

76. A representative of the secretariat drew attention to a section of text that required amendment to 

reflect earlier comments. 

77. A statement was made by a representative of European Union and its 28 member States. 

78. The Working Group approved the revised draft decision, as orally amended, for transmission to 

the plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.5.  

79. At the 5th plenary session of the meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties adopted draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.5 as decision CP-9/xx. 
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ITEM 11.  ENHANCING INTEGRATION UNDER THE CONVENTION AND ITS 

PROTOCOLS WITH RESPECT TO BIOSAFETY-RELATED 

PROVISIONS 

80. Working Group I took up agenda item 11 at its 6th meeting, on 21 November 2018, in 

conjunction with agenda item 13 of the Conference of the Parties and agenda item 13 of the Conference 

of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol. In considering the item, the 

Working Group had before it a draft decision based on recommendation SBI-2/14 set out in the 

compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). 

81. Statements were made by representatives of Colombia, European Union and its 28 member 

States, Gabon, India, Indonesia, Malawi, Morocco, and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

82. A statement was also made by a representative of Argentina. 

83. A further statement was made by a representative of ISAAA. 

84. The Chair said that he would prepare a revised draft decision, taking into consideration the views 

expressed orally and submitted in writing.  

85. At its 12th meeting, on 28 November 2018, Working Group I considered a revised draft decision 

submitted by its Chair.   

86. Statements were made by representatives of Colombia and European Union and its 28 member 

States.  

87. The Working Group approved the revised draft decision, as orally amended, for transmission to 

the plenary as draft decision CBD/COP/14/L.14.  

88. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 12.  COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS, CONVENTIONS 

AND INITIATIVES 

89. Working Group I took up agenda item 12 at its 6th meeting, on 21 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a note by the Executive Secretary providing an 

update on cooperative activities between the Secretariat and other conventions, international organizations 

and initiatives relevant to the implementation of the Protocol (CBD/CP/MOP/9/6). 

90. A statement was made by a representative of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). 

91. The Working Group took note of the information contained in document CBD/CP/MOP/9/6.  

ITEM 13.  REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES 

UNDER THE CONVENTION AND ITS PROTOCOLS 

Review of experience in holding concurrent meetings of the Convention and protocols 

92. Working Group I took up the first aspect of agenda item 13 at its 6th meeting, on 21 November 

2018. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision based on Part A of 

recommendation SBI-2/15, set out in the compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). It 

also had before it an information document on recommendations for increased focus on connecting people 

with nature to inspire enhanced action on biodiversity conservation (CBD/COP/14/INF/20). 

93. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States, 

Honduras, India, Jordan, Mexico, New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, Switzerland, and Uganda (on behalf 

of the African Group). 

94. Statements were also made by representatives of Argentina and Canada. 
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95. Further statements were made by representatives of the J. Craig Venter Institute, PRRI and Third 

World Network (on behalf of the Corporate Europe Observatory, EcoNexus, ETC Group, Friends of the 

Earth International and Pro Natura). 

96. At its 10th meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Working Group considered a revised draft 

decision submitted by the Chair, which it approved for transmission to the plenary as draft decision 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.9. 

97. [to be completed]. 

Procedure for avoiding or managing conflicts of interest in expert groups 

98. Working Group I took up the second aspect of agenda item 13 at its 6th meeting, on 21 November 

2018. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision based on Part B of 

recommendation SBI-2/15, set out in the compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2), and a 

summary of views submitted by Parties and observers on the procedures for avoiding or managing 

conflicts of interest in expert groups (CBD/COP/14/INF/3). 

99. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States, 

Honduras, India, Jordan, Mexico, New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, Switzerland, and Uganda (on behalf 

of the African Group). 

100. Statements were also made by representatives of Argentina and Canada. 

101. Further statements were made by representatives of the J. Craig Venter Institute, PRRI and Third 

World Network (on behalf of the Corporate Europe Observatory, EcoNexus, ETC Group, Friends of the 

Earth International and Pro Natura). 

102. Following the exchange of views, the Chair established a group of friends of the Chair to 

continue discussion of the unresolved issues.  

103. At its 12th meeting, on 28 November 2018, Working Group I considered a revised draft decision 

submitted by its Chair.  

104. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States and 

Switzerland. 

105. The Working Group approved the revised draft decision, as orally amended, for transmission to 

the plenary as draft decision CBD/COP/14/L.15.  

106. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 14. PREPARATION FOR THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN 

FOR BIODIVERSITY 2011-2020 AND THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 

THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY 2011-2020 

107. Agenda item 14 was taken up at the 3rd plenary session of the meeting, on 20 November 2018, in 

conjunction with agenda item 17 of the Conference of the Parties and agenda item 16 of the Conference 

of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol. In considering the item, the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties had before it a note by the Executive 

Secretary on preparations for the development of a follow-up to the Strategic Plan for the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety 2011–2020 (CBD/CP/MOP/9/7), and a draft decision based on recommendation 

SBI-2/19 and additional elements from document CBD/CP/MOP/9/7, set out in the compilation of draft 

decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2). 

108. Statements were made by representatives of Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, China, Colombia (on behalf of 

the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries), Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba (on behalf of small 

island developing States), Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, European Union and its 28 

member States, Gabon, India, Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, 
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Norway, Palau (on behalf of the Pacific island countries), Panama, the Philippines, South Africa (on 

behalf of the African Group), Saint Kitts and Nevis (on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean 

Group), Sudan, Switzerland, Turkey, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay and Venezuela 

(Bolivarian Republic of). 

109. Statements were also made by representatives of Argentina, Canada and Nepal. 

110. Additional statements were made by representatives of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) (also on behalf of the International Treaty on Plant and Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture), United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 

(UN-Women) and the secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) (on behalf of the Liaison Group of the Biodiversity-related Conventions). 

111. Further statements were made by representatives of BirdLife International (also on behalf of 

Conservation International, GYBN, the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), Rare, the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), The Nature Conservancy, The Pew Charitable Trusts, and 

WWF); Friends of the Earth International (also on behalf of EcoNexus, the European Network for 

Ecological Reflection and Action (ECOROPA), Forests of the World, Fundación Ambiente y Recursos 

Naturales (FARN) and the Global Forest Coalition), the Group on Earth Observations Biodiversity 

Observations Network (GEO BON), GYBN, the International Committee for Food Sovereignty, IIFB, the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the United Nations University Institute for the 

Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS) and WWF. 

112. Based on the views expressed, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 

agreed to establish a contact group, chaired by Ms. Charlotta Sörqvist (Sweden), to discuss the 

preparatory process for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework.  

113. At the 4th plenary session of the meeting, on 22 November 2018, the chair of the contact group 

reported on the progress made in the contact group. 

114. At the 5th plenary session of the meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties heard another report by the chair of the contact group.  

115. The representative of Norway informed the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties that, subject to parliamentary approval, Norway would donate $350,000 for regional workshops in 

Africa, the Latin America and Caribbean region and the Asian and Pacific region as its contribution to 

further discussion on the post-2020 framework. He also said that Norway would provide travel support to 

delegates from the developing world attending the ninth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity, to be 

held in July 2019. 

116. At the 6th plenary session of the meeting, on 28 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties resumed consideration of the draft decision on the matter. 

117. A statement was made by a representative of South Africa. 

118. The draft decision, as orally amended, was approved for formal adoption as draft decision 

CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.16.  

119. [to be completed] 

ITEM 15.  RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT (ARTICLES 15 

AND 16) 

120. Working Group II took up agenda item 15 at its 1st meeting, on 18 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a draft decision based on recommendation 

SBSTTA-22/2, set out in the compilation of draft decisions (CBD/CP/MOP/9/1/Add.2), as well as a 

progress report on capacity-building activities on risk assessment of living modified organisms 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/3). 
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121. Statements were made by the representatives of Bolivia (Plurinational State of), European Union 

and its 28 member States, Guatemala, Malawi (on behalf of the Africa Group), New Zealand and 

Thailand. 

122. At its 2nd meeting, on 18 November 2018, the Working Group resumed its consideration of the 

item.  

123. Statements were made by representatives of Belarus, Brazil, Chad, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Eswatini, Gabon, Ghana, Honduras, India, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, 

Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Uganda, Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

124. A statement was also made by a representative of Argentina (a non-Party). 

125. Further statements were made by representatives of the Centre for Support of Indigenous Peoples 

of the North (CSIPN) (also on behalf of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB)), 

PRRI, Target Malaria and Youth Biotech. 

126. The Working Group resumed consideration of the item at its eighth session, on 22 November 

2018. It was agreed that, given the close relation of some elements in the draft decision on risk assessment 

and risk management with those in the draft decision on synthetic biology being considered by the 

Conference of the Parties, a contact group chaired by Mr. Horst Korn (Germany), who was also chairing 

the contact group on synthetic biology, would be established to resolve the text in square brackets in the 

draft decision,.  

127. At its 17th meeting, on 28 November 2018, the Working Group approved a revised version of the 

draft decision on risk assessment and risk management (Articles 15 and 16) for transmission to plenary as 

draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.13.  

128. [to be completed] 

ITEM 16.  UNINTENTIONAL TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENTS AND 

EMERGENCY MEASURES (ARTICLE 17) 

129. Working Group II took up agenda item 16 at its 2nd meeting, on 18 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a summary report on the activities undertaken in 

response to decision CP-VIII/16 (CBD/CP/MOP/9/8), including a draft decision; a revised version of the 

draft manual training manual on detection and identification of living modified organisms 

(CBD/CP/MOP/9/8/Add.1); and a summary of capacity-building activities on the detection and 

identification of living modified organisms (CBD/CP/MOP/9/INF/4).  

130. Statements were made by representatives of Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Central 

African Republic, Costa Rica, Ecuador, European Union and its 28 member States, Gabon, Ghana, 

Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Namibia, Oman, Panama, 

Paraguay, Peru, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Thailand and Uruguay. 

131. A statement was also made by a representative of Argentina (a non-Party). 

132. Following the exchange of views, the Chair said that she would prepare a revised draft decision 

for consideration by the Working Group, taking into account the views expressed orally and submitted in 

writing. 

133. At its 7th meeting, on Wednesday 21 November, the Working Group considered the revised draft 

decision submitted by the Chair. 

134. Statements were made by representatives of Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, 

Cameroon, Colombia, Costa Rica, Egypt, European Union and its 28 member States, Gabon, Honduras, 

Indonesia, Mexico, Namibia, Panama, Paraguay, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Switzerland, Tajikistan, 

Uganda and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

135. A further statement was delivered by a representative of Argentina (a non-Party).  
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136. The Working Group agreed to hold informal discussions on unresolved text. 

137. At its 8th meeting, on 22 November 2018, the Working Group resumed consideration of the 

revised draft decision, including the amendments proposed based on the informal discussions.  

138. Statements were made by the representatives of Brazil, Panama, Paraguay and Uganda. 

139. Following the exchange of views, the draft decision, as orally amended, was approved for 

transmission to the plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.2.  

140. At the 5th plenary session of the meeting, on 25 November 2018, the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties adopted draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.2, as orally amended, as 

decision CP-9/xx. 

ITEM 17.  TRANSIT AND CONTAINED USE OF LIVING MODIFIED 

ORGANISMS (ARTICLE 6) 

141. Working Group II took up agenda item 17 at its 2nd meeting, on 18 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a document containing a summary of the 

assessment on information registered in the Biosafety Clearing House under contained use carried out by 

the Compliance Committee under the Cartagena Protocol; a compilation of submissions on the contained 

use of living modified organisms received, in response to the same decision, from Parties to the Protocol 

and other Governments; and suggested elements for a draft decision (CBD/CP/MOP/9/9). 

142. Statements were made by representatives of Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Burundi, Ecuador, 

European Union and its 28 member States, Gabon, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Kenya, 

Malawi, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Peru, Senegal, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo and 

Uganda. 

143. A statement was also made by a representative of Third World Network. 

144. Following the exchange of views, the Chair said that she would prepare a draft decision for 

consideration by the Working Group, taking into account the views expressed orally and submitted in 

writing and possibly in consultation with interested Parties. 

145. At its 10th meeting, on Sunday 25 November, the Working Group considered the draft decision 

submitted by the Chair. 

146. Statements were made by representatives of Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Gabon, Honduras, 

Mexico, Panama and Switzerland. 

147. Following the exchange of views, the draft decision, as orally amended, was approved for 

transmission to the plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.7.  

148. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 18.  SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS (ARTICLE 26) 

149. Working Group II took up agenda item 18 at its 2nd meeting, on 18 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a document providing a summary of the face-to-

face meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Socio-Economic Considerations, held in 

Ljubljana from 9 to 13 October 2017, and elements of a draft decision (CBD/CP/MOP/9/10). The full 

report of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group was set out in document 

CBD/CP/SEC/AHTEG/2017/1/3. 

150. Statements were made by representatives of Brazil, Cameroon, Colombia, European Union and 

its 28 member States, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico, Norway, Philippines and South Africa. 

151. The Working Group resumed consideration of the item at its 3rd meeting, on 19 November 2018. 
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152. Statements were made by representatives of Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), China, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guatemala, India, Japan, Malaysia, 

Mali, Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, United Republic of Tanzania, 

Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

153. Statements were also made by representatives of IIFB, International Service for the Acquisition of 

Agri-biotech Applications, La Via Campesina and PRRI. 

154. The Working Group agreed to establish a contact group, chaired by Nathalie Campos Reales 

(Mexico), to pursue the discussion. 

155.  At its 17th meeting, on 28 November 2018, the Working Group considered a revised version of 

the draft decision and approved it for transmission to plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.12.  

156. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 19.  NAGOYA – KUALA LUMPUR SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL ON 

LIABILITY AND REDRESS 

157. Working Group II took up agenda item 19 at its 2nd meeting, on 18 November 2018. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a document containing an overview of the current 

status of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress; a summary of the 

activities carried out by the secretariat to raise awareness and support the implementation of the 

Supplementary Protocol; an outline of the next steps to be taken after its entry into force; and elements of 

a draft decision (CBD/CP/MOP/9/11). 

158. Statements were made by representatives of European Union and its 28 member States, Mexico 

and Tajikistan. 

159. Following the exchange of views, the Chair said that she would prepare a draft decision for 

consideration by the Working Group, taking into account the views expressed orally and submitted in 

writing. 

160. At its 7th meeting, on 21 November 2018, the Working Group began its consideration of a draft 

decision submitted by the Chair. 

161. Statements were made by representatives of Brazil and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

162. A further statement was made by a representative of Argentina (a non-Party). 

163. At its 8th meeting, on 22 November 2018, the Working Group resumed consideration of the draft 

decision. 

164. Comments were made by representatives of Brazil, Cuba, Gabon, European Union and its 28 

member States, Switzerland, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) and Viet Nam. 

165. Comments were also made by representatives of Argentina (a non-Party). 

166. The Working Group agreed to hold informal discussions on text on which agreement had not been 

reached. 

167. Following the informal discussions, the Working Group approved the draft decision, as orally 

amended, for transmission to the plenary as draft decision CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.4.  

168. [to be completed]. 

ITEM 20. OTHER MATTERS 

169. [to be completed]. 
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ITEM 21. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

170. The present report was adopted at the [to be completed] plenary session of the meeting, on [to be 

completed] 2018, on the basis of the draft report presented by the Rapporteur (CBD/CP/MOP/9/L.1), on 

the understanding that the Rapporteur would be entrusted with its finalization. 

ITEM 22. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

171. The President declared the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting 

of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol closed at [to be completed] on [to be completed], [to be 

completed] November 2018. 


