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1. Opening 



The Anglophone African Training Course on Risk Assessment of Living Modified Organisms will be held in Pretoria, South Africa from Monday, 8 April to Friday, 12 April 2019. 

The training course will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 8 April and registration will take place from 8:00 a.m. at the venue.

2. Venue

The training course will be held at:

Protea Hotel Fire & Ice by Marriott Pretoria Menlyn in Pretoria
221 Garsfontein Road  
Menlyn 0181, South Africa
Tel: + 27 (0) 12 471 8600
E-mail:  fireandicemenlyn@proteahotels.com 
Website:  https://protea.marriott.com/ 
3. Working language of the training course

The training course will be held in English.
[image: image11.png]



4. Documents

In order to minimize the environmental footprint of the workshop and in line with the UN policy towards greener meetings, participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the meeting documents, or to use paperless versions, as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the training course. Documents are available on the Secretariat’s website at: https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-RARM-CB-2019-01. 
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5. General information on access to Pretoria, South Africa
Pretoria is serviced by the O.R. Tambo International Airport (JNB) which is located about 50 kms from the city centre.  
Complimentary transportation is provided (only for airport pick-up and drop-off on arrival and departure).  More information on this will be available in due course.  Otherwise, the cost of a taxi from the airport to the city centre costs approximately 43 USD. Alternatively, you may take a gautrain to Hatfield and then commute a gautrain bus to a stop in Menlyn Park Mall.
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Visa information 

Participants from certain countries require a visa to enter South Africa and are strongly advised to contact the nearest South African diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa in a timely manner, prior to departure.  Please note that airlines will not allow boarding without a valid visa.

Visa information and applications can be found on the website of the Ministry of Home Affairs of South Africa at the following link:  http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/applying-for-sa-visa
General information on visa requirements for South Africa:

· A valid passport for no less than 30 days after the expiry date of your intended visit with at least two unused pages;

· A duly completed visa application form;

· Payment of the prescribed fee;

· A yellow-fever vaccination certificate if your journey starts or entails passing through the yellow fever belt of Africa or South America;

· Statement and/or documentation confirming the purpose and duration of your visit;

· Two colour passport photographs;

· A return or onward ticket if you are travelling by air;

· Proof of financial means to pay for your living expenses while in South Africa.

A list of relevant South African diplomatic/consular missions abroad, is available on the web site of the Ministry of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa at: http://www.dirco.gov.za/webmissions/index.html  
To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue, upon request, invitation letters to be attached to the visa applications.
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7. Hotel information

Participants should make their own hotel reservations as soon as possible.  A list of hotels near the training course venue is provided in the annex below. 

If you choose to stay at the venue hotel, please note the reservation number for accommodation at Protea Hotel Fire and Ice Menlyn: 288532.
8. Health Information
A yellow fever certificate is required if you are coming from a country with risk of yellow fever transmission in Africa and/or South America. 

Please consult a doctor in your country well in advance about vaccinations and health precautions for travel to South Africa.

9. Payment of the daily subsistence allowances (DSA)
The DSA will be disbursed to sponsored participants on the first day of the training in the form of a prepaid credit card. For identification purposes, these participants are kindly requested to bring their passports and boarding passes. These will be photocopied and returned to participants during the training. The boarding passes are a requisite for participants to receive DSA, please make sure that you bring them with you to the course registration. 
Please note that the DSA cards will only be loaded with funds after all of the documents related to participant registration have been received in Montreal (electronically). Therefore, the time the cards are activated may vary depending on the registration process and the time zone where the course takes place. 

10. Official languages in South Africa
There are 11 official languages in South Africa: Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, Northern Sotho, Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa and Zulu.  English is spoken in most hotels and restaurants.
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11. Weather and time zone information  

In April, temperatures in Pretoria range between a maximum of +21°C in the daytime and a minimum of +10°C at night.  Current weather conditions can be found at: http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=139. 
The standard time zone in South Africa is GMT/ UTC +2 hours.
12. Electricity 

The electrical currents in South Africa are 230 Volts, 50 Hertz.  The plugs are as shown in the illustrations below:
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13. Currency 

The currency in South Africa is the South African Rand (ZAR or R).  The current exchange rate, as of 11 March 2019, is US $1 = ZAR 14.35 and € 1 = ZAR 16.13 (rates are subject to change, source:  www.xe.com).  South African bills (banknotes) come in denominations of R10, R20, R50, R100, R200 and coins come in 10 cents, 20cents, 50 cents, and R1, R2 and R5.
14. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibilities for medical, accident and travel insurances, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other losses that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended that participants will secure international medical, accident and travel insurances for the period of participation prior to departure.
Annex – Hotel List

LIST OF HOTELS WITH INDICATIVE ROOM RATES 

(The rates are indicative and subject to change)
	HOTELS
	ROOM RATES
(Rates on certain dates may not be available)
	DISTANCE TO THE WORKSHOP VENUE

	Protea Hotel Fire & Ice by Marriott 

Pretoria Menlyn in Pretoria
221 Garsfontein Road  

Menlyn 0181, South Africa

Tel: + 27 (0) 12 471 8600

Email: fireandicemenlyn@proteahotels.com
Website: www.proteahotels.com
	Single Room: $90
(Bed and Breakfast) 

Other room types available

Reservation number for accommodation at Protea Hotel Fire and Ice Menlyn: 288532
	Hotel at the workshop venue 

	City Lodge Hotel Lynnwood 

146 Blue Gate Road, Corner Lynnwood and Daventry Roads, Lynnwood Manor, Pretoria, 0040

Pretoria, 0040Tel: + 27 (0) 12 471 0300

E-mail: cllynnwood.resv@clhg.co
Website: www.citylodge.co.za
	Single Room

Room only Rate: R1 491.13

Bed and Breakfast Rate: R1 680

Other room types available


	Hotel is approximately

10 min / 3,8 km

from the workshop venue



	Town Lodge Menlo Park 

50 Atterbury Road Corner Klarinet Road 

Menlo Park, Pretoria 

Tel: + 27 (0) 12 348 2711

E-mail: tlmenlo.resv@clhg.com
Website:  www.citylodge.co.za
	Single Room

Bed and Breakfast Rate: $ 82 USD

Other room types available
	Hotel is approximately

9 min / 2,7 km

from the workshop venue



	The Capital Menlyn Maine194 Bancor Avenue, Menlyn, 

Pretoria, 0010

Tel: + 27 (0) 12 348 2711

E-mail: reservations@thecapital.co.za
Website: www.thecapital.co.za 
	Single Rooms

Bed and Breakfast Rate: $166.11 USD

Other room types available


	Hotel is approximately
6 min / 1,6 km

from the workshop venue

	Alpine Attitude Boutique Hotel 

522 Atterbury Road, Menlo Park,

Pretoria, 0102

Tel: + 27 (0) 12 348 6504

E-mail: sleep@alpineattitude.co.za
Website:  www.alpineattitude.co.za
	Please contact Hotel directly for rate.
	Hotel is approximately
7 min / 3,0 km

from the workshop venue
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