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WORKSHOP ON THE SIXTH NATIONAL REPORT TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Montreal, Canada, 9 December 2017
REPORT OF THE Workshop on the preparation of the sixth national report 
INTRODUCTION
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Through its decision XIII/27, the Conference of the Parties adopted guidelines, including reporting templates, for the sixth national report and encouraged Parties to submit their sixth national report by 31 December 2018. In the same decision the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, and, where possible and appropriate, in collaboration with relevant partners and related processes, to organize capacity-building activities, such as regional workshops, to support developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States as well as Parties with economies in transition, in the preparation of their sixth national reports, including the use of the voluntary online reporting tool. In light of this request, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Development Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and with the generous financial support of the European Union, organized a capacity building workshop on the preparation of the sixth national report. The workshop was held in Montreal, Canada, on 9 December 2017. The workshop was attended by over 100 participants with representatives from all United Nations regions (see list of participants in the annex).
ITEM 1.	OPENING OF THE MEETING
2. The workshop was opened by Mr. David Cooper, Deputy Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity. In his remarks he welcomed participants and thanked the United Nations Environment Prorgamme (UNEP), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the European Union for their support in organizing the workshop. He noted the importance of the national reports to various processes between now and 2020, including the preparation of the fifth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, and the development of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework and reminded participants that national reporting will be an important agenda item during the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation with a focus on aligning reporting processes between the Convention and its Protocols as well as consideration of synergies in reporting with other biodiversity-related conventions. He also observed that while the overall level and rate of submission of the national reports has been improving there is still progress to be made and he encouraged participants to submit their national reports by the 31 December 2018 deadline.   
ITEM 2.	Overview and objectives of the workshop
3. The workshop agreed to address most issues on the workshop agenda in roundtable discussions following introductory plenary presentations in order to facilitate contributions of the engagement of all workshop participants. It was also agreed that Ms. Prudence Tangham Galega from Cameroon, in her capacity as member of the Bureau of Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), would provide a brief verbal report to the twenty-first meeting of the SBSTTA on the outcomes of the workshop. 
ITEM 3.	Status of preparation of the sixth national report
4. Mr. Robert Höft from the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD) provided a brief overview on the relevance of the sixth national reports and presented the results of a participant survey carried out prior to the workshop on the preparation of the sixth national reports. He observed that most countries appeared to be in the early stages of preparing their national reports. Following his remarks Ms. Sujata Arora from India shared a video on the steps her country is taking to prepare its sixth national report and the progress it has made so far. Following these presentations, workshop participants discussed and shared their national experiences in preparing the sixth national reports. 
5. Most Parties are in the early stages of preparing their national reports. Many Parties noted that they will be applying the lessons learned from preparing the fifth national report to the preparation of the sixth national report. While few Parties have started drafting their reports many have begun collecting information and case studies, identifying relevant sources of information and identifying relevant stakeholders. Many countries have established steering committees for the preparation of their national reports or have put in place teams to work on the report. In some countries NBSAP steering committees are being used to help guide the preparation of the sixth national reports. Some Parties have also started using the online reporting tool. 
6. Many Parties noted that the process for accessing funds from the Global Environment Facility required time and was complicated. Some felt that additional information on the process for accessing funds would be helpful.  
7. It was observed that preparing the national reports is a lengthy process and that regular communication with UNDP and UNEP would be helpful in addressing challengesthat may be encountered, including challenges related to fundraising. Further, identifying and accessing relevant information can be challenging. 
8. Most Parties expressed a desire to undertake consultations in preparing their national reports. This included consultations with indigenous peoples and local communities, relevant sectors, different national focal points, and the private sector among others. However it was also noted that involving stakeholders can also create logistical challenges and that sometimes relevant stakeholders do not wish to engage in the national reporting process. Some Parties have established multi-stakeholder committees to try and address these challenges. 
ITEM 4.	Support to countries in preparing their sixth national reports
9. Mr. Julian Blanc from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) provided an overview of how UNEP was supporting countries in preparing their sixth national reports. He emphasized that while the sixth national reports should support the Convention on Biological Diversity processes, it is also important that they are nationally relevant and benefit the countries preparing them. He further noted that UNEP was ready to support countries on a technical basis. 
10. Ms Jamison Ervin from the United Nations Development Programme, noted that the amount of biodiversity data is rapidly expanding but that many countries are finding difficulties in making the best use of this information. In particular she highlighted that few countries make use of spatial data and maps in the preparation of their national reports. She noted that UNDP could help Parties to create robust data-driven national reports, help to link biodiversity to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, facilitate drawing in additional technical expertise to the national reporting process and help to make the case that conserving and sustainably using biodiversity is a good investment. 
11. Ms. Irene Hoffmann from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) noted that since the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity there has been a growing emphasis on biodiversity mainstreaming. FAO, in light of its work on agriculture, fisheries and forestry and as the host for several biodiversity-related conventions, international agreements and commissions, has large numbers of data sets, maps and tools which could be relevant to the preparation of the sixth national reports. Further it was noted that there is significant room to cooperate with the FAO and the agricultural sectors on the preparation of the sixth national reports, in particular through FAO’s national offices.  
12. Following these presentations the workshop participants reflected on the support that FAO could provide to the preparation of the sixth national reports. Participants generally felt that FAO could make significant technical contributions to the preparation of the sixth national reports. It was noted that FAO provides relevant data sets and expertise which could facilitate the reporting process. FAO was also recognized as a key stakeholder relating to a range of issues relevant to biodiversity including food security, climate change, forestry, and fisheries. FAO’s work on assessments and capacity development were also recognized as relevant to national reporting.
13. It was observed that in some countries FAO national offices are already involved in supporting the national reporting process. Many participants noted that there was a need to better capitalize on the expertise and data that FAO has at its disposal in preparing the sixth national reports. It was noted that inviting FAO national offices to contribute to sixth national report process would be one way of making better use of FAO’s expertise.  In this respect some participants suggested that the Secretariat of the CBD should send a letter to FAO to highlight the relevance of the national reporting process and to encourage FAO to participate in it, if and when requested by the national government. The preparation of projects related to the sixth national report processes involving ministries of environment and agricultural sectors was discussed as another option.
ITEM 5.	Tools and guidance materials in support of the preparation of the sixth national report
14. Mr. Robert Höft (SCBD) provided an overview of the national report guidelines and templates adopted through decision XIII/27. He also noted that various tools and guidance exist to assist Parties. Among these he noted the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership, the Aichi Poster Tool, InforMEA, and the the NBSAP Forum.  
15. Ms. Kata Koppel (SCBD) provided an overview of the online reporting tool for the sixth national reports and described its functionality. She noted that a range of resources were available to assist Parties in using the tool, including the user manual and the resource manual, both of which were available in all official UN languages from the CBD web page for the sixth national report. She also noted that a help desk would be available throughout the SBSTTA-21 meeting to respond to individual technical questions participants might have. 
16. Ms. Christina Supples (UNDP) reviewed a range of tools and guidance which UNDP has developed in order to assist Parties in preparing the sixth national report. In particular she noted tools and guidance related to spatial planning, stakeholder engagement, means to link global and national indicators and data sets, means to link biodiversity and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and tools to promote synergies with other multilateral environmental agreement reporting processes. She also shared information on a draft sixth national report data management tool. She noted that many of these tools would be further discussed at a workshop being held on 10 December 2018[footnoteRef:1] and encouraged participants to attend.  [1:  https://www.cbd.int/meetings/NRWS-2017-02 ] 

17. Following these presentations the workshop participants considered the guidance and tools that are currently available and if any additional guidance or tools were needed to assist Parties in preparing their sixth national reports. Participants generally felt that the range and types of tools that were available for the sixth national reports are useful. However most participants also noted that they had yet to use any of the tools. As such, many participants found it difficult to comment on their utility for specific user groups, such as technical experts, data managers or resource managers, and on any gaps which might exist. It was also noted that limited internet connectivity in some countries makes using web-based tools challenging. Similarly as some of the tools are only available in English they can be challenging to use in countries or regions where English is not widely spoken. The need to translate tools into local languages was identified as another challenge. It was suggested that the organization of regional or sub-regional workshops and webinars where these tools could be further discussed would be useful. 
18. Some participants felt that the large amount of guidance made it difficult to identify the most relevant tools. Some participants indicated that having tools which make better use of national examples, case studies and best practices would be helpful. Further, some participants noted that even if the tools that are available are helpful, if the data underlying them is problematic the utility of the tool will be reduced. The need to adapt tools and materials to local contexts was identified as yet another challenge. 
ITEM 6.	Approaches to assess the effectiveness of measures taken to implement national biodiversity strategies and action plans
19. Mr. Robert Höft noted that the issue of assessing effectiveness would be considered during the twenty-first meeting of the SBSTTA under agenda item 8. He further noted that there are a range of approaches to assessing effectiveness and that this issue represents a number of challenges to Parties. 
20. Mr. Marc Riopel from the Office of the Auditor General of Canada described the approach to undertake a performance audit for biodiversity conservation focusing on assessing the effectiveness of actions taken by relevant institutions in achieving key commitments related to the achievement of national targets related to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. He identified the various steps in a performance audit as well as outlined underlying principles. In addition he identified a range of resources that Parties could use when undertaking performance audits as well as other types of auditing approaches. 
21. Following these presentations the workshop participants shared experiences on what methods or tools they planned to use to assess the effectiveness of measures taken for the implementation of their NBSAPs at the national level for their national reports. Participants noted a range of existing methodologies that could be used to assess effectiveness. These included the BIOFIN methodology, and the Management Effectiveness Tracking Tool for protected areas. It was also noted that many countries use process, outcome and impact indicators for assessing effectiveness. Other approaches that were noted to assess effectiveness were national forums of stakeholders, and the use of external evaluators. Many participants noted that this issue of assessing effectiveness is challenging and that further information, including particularly case studies, could be useful. 
ITEM 7.	Development of tools for reporting to multiple biodiversity-related processes
22. Mr. Robert Höft provided an introduction to this issue and noted that there are various international reporting processes that Parties are required to abide by and that many of these already have online reporting tools or are in the process of developing them. 
23. Mr. Andreas Obrecht, from the United Nations Environment Programme, provided an overview of different reporting processes under the multilateral environmental agreements and noted that many of the reporting processes make use of similar types of information. For this reason he observed that there were opportunities to better track and make use of the information generated for these reporting processes. In this context he introduced plans related to the development of a data and reporting tool (DART) which would provide a private national space to organize information related to reporting and have it organized by different themes, and linked to relevant national and global targets. 
24. Following these presentations, the workshop participants discussed how national reporting to the different biodiversity-related Conventions is organized in their countries, how information is collected and if systems are in place to organize this information. They also considered if an online knowledge management tool, such as DART, could be useful. The situation regarding the coordination of reporting process and data management varied among countries. Some participants noted that in their countries there were mechanisms in place to share information and that the focal points for different conventions and agreements coordinated on a regular basis. In other cases participants noted that there was limited coordination and that there were significant challenges in accessing information from other reporting processes. A possible solution that was identified was better coordination, at the national level, among different focal points. Some participants also noted that they would like to receive more information on InforMEA and the DART tool as this was the first time that they had heard of them. 
ITEM 8.	Harmonization of reporting processes
25. Mr. Robert Höft provided an introduction to this issue and noted that alignment of reporting processes between the Convention and its Protocols as well as synergies in reporting with other relevant conventions would be considered at the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation. Following this introduction participants were invited to reflect on the possibilities they saw to advance the alignment of national reporting under the Convention, its Protocols, the biodiversity-related conventions and the Rio Conventions. Most participants noted that the different reporting cycles, formats and indicators used by different reporting processes makes reporting a challenging and time consuming process. It was generally felt that the use of similar reporting formats, indicators and reporting cycles could help to streamline reporting processes. However, some felt that this would further increase the reporting burden by requiring all reports be prepared at the same time. It was also noted that while different processes address related issues it was not easy to identify synergies in reporting processes. 
26. Several countries noted that they were taking steps and the national level to harmonize their reporting processes. For example, some countries noted that they had established national biodiversity committees which have the purpose of planning reporting processes and identifying possible overlaps. Similarly in some other countries reporting is facilitated through the clustering of departments responsible for implementing the biodiversity-related conventions and the Rio Conventions under the same ministry. However, one country commented that the uneven level of competencies among the various departments could be problematic. It was also noted that improving coordination among different national focal points could help to facilitate reporting and reduce duplications. 
ITEM 9.	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
27. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the workshop was closed at 5:45 p.m. by Mr. Robert Höft (CBD).
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Department of Environment
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	Argentina
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	Ms. Kim Downes
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kim.downesagard@barbados.gov.bb
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General Director
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	Mr. S. Melnov
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Republican Research Unitary Enterprise "Belarusian Research Center "Ecology" (RUE “Bel RC “Ecology”)
sbmelnov@gmail.com

	7. 
	Bhutan
	Mr. Thinley Dorji
Head, BP and ABS Program 
National Biodiversity Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
dorjichencho@gmail.com;
yangzome2011@gmail.com;
maniprasad52@gmail.com
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	Bolivia
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Ministry of Environment and Water
pilar.becerra.c@gmail.com

	10. 
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Energy Officer
Department of Energy
sesamemar@gmail.com

	11. 
	Botswana
	Ms. Kebaabetswe Keoagile
Senior Natural Resources Officer
Department of Environmental Affairs
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism
kebkeoagile@gov.bw kebkeoagile@gmail.com

	12. 
	Botswana
	Ms. Patience Monyek
p.monyeki@gov.bw

	13. 
	Botswana
	Ms. Onalenna Motlogi
onniepet@gmail.com

	14. 
	Botswana
	Mosimanegage Nthaka
mnthaka@gov.bw

	15. 
	Burkina Faso
	Mr. Somanegre Nana 
Ingénieur des Eaux et Forêts
Ministère de l'Environnement et du Developpement Durable
somanegre26nana@gmail.com; nanasomanegre@yahoo.fr

	16. 
	Burundi
	Dr. Samuel Ndayiragije
Directeur Général
Office Burundais pour la Protection de l'Environnement (OBPE)
inecndg@yahoo.fr; ndayiragijesamuel@yahoo.fr

	17. 
	Cambodia
	Ms. Somaly Chan
Deputy Secretary General
National Council for Sustainable Development
Ministry of Environment somalychan.ca@gmail.com

	18. 
	Cameroon
	Ms. Prudence Galega
Secretary General 
Ministry of Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development
galegapru@yahoo.com

	19. 
	Central African Republic
	Mr. Bob Felicien Konzi Sarambo
Environnementaliste Gestionnaire
Chargé de mission en matière d'environnement
Ministère de l'Environnement, du Developpement Durable, des Eaux, Forêts, Chasse et Pêche
bkonzi@hotmail.com
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	Mr. Habib Gademi
Point Focal National Biodiversité
Direction des Parc Nationaux et de la Chasse
Ministère de l'Environnement et de la Pêche
hgademi@hotmail.com
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	China
	Dr. Xu Haigen
Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences, Ministry of Environmental Protection
xhg@nies.org

	22. 
	China
	Ms. Zou Yueyu
Foreign Economic Cooperation Centre, Ministry of Environmental Protection
Zou.yueyu@mepfeco.org.cn

	23. 
	Costa Rica
	Ms. Eugenia Argüedas Montezuma
Punto focal nacional CDB
(COP Bureau Member)
Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservación 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Energia 
eugenia.arguedas@sinac.go.cr;  eugeniaarguedas@yahoo.com

	24. 
	Cuba
	Mr.  Jesus Guerra Bell
Especialista Principal
Dirección de Relaciones Internacionales 
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente 
jesus@citma.gob.cu; jesusgb@ceniai.inf.cu

	25. 
	Cuba
	Ms. Lourdes Coya de la Fuente
Expert, Department of Environment 
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente
lourdes@citma.gob.cu

	26. 
	Djibouti

	Mr. Houssein Rirache Robleh
Directeur de l’Environnement et du Développement Durable
housseinrirach@yahoo.fr

	27. 
	Dominica
	Ms. Kongit Haile-Gabriel
Senior Environmental Officer
Environmental Coordinating Unit
Ministry of Health and Environment
kongith@gmail.com

	28. 
	Dominican Republic
	Ms. Marina Hernandez 
Directora
Departamento de Recursos Geneticos - Direccion de Biodiversidad
Vice ministerio Áreas Protegidas y Biodiversidad, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales
Marina.Hernandez@ambiente.gob.do; recursos.geneticos@ambiente.gob.do; marina_hernandez@hotmail.com

	29. 
	Ecuador
	Mr. Wilson Rojas
Punto focal CDB
Coordinador Unidad de Acceso a Recursos Genéticos
Dirección Nacional de Biodiversidad
Ministerio del Ambiente
alfonso.rojas@ambiente.gob.ec; internacional@ambiente.gob.ec; segundo.onofa@ambiente.gob.ec

	30. 
	Ecuador 
	Angel Onofa 
NFP SBSTTA 
Especialista Unidad de Bioseguridad
Dirección Nacional de Biodiversidad
Ministerio del Ambiente
segundo.onofa@ambiente.gob.ec; alfonso.rojas@ambiente.gob.ec; internacional@ambiente.gob.ec

	31. 
	Ecuador
	Andrés Factos 
Punto focal Protocolo de Cartagena
Coordinador Unidad de Bioseguridad
Dirección Nacional de Biodiversidad
Ministerio del Ambiente
andres.factos@ambiente.gob.ec; internacional@ambiente.gob.ec segundo.onofa@ambiente.gob.ec

	32. 
	Ethiopia
	Mr. Genene Tefera Belihu
Director
Microbial Biodiversity Directorate
Ethiopian Institute of Biodiversity
tgenene@ibc.gov.net

	33. 
	Ethiopia
	Dr. Misikire Tessema Lemma
Coordinator for NBSAP implementation and 6NR formulation 
Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute
mtessem@ibc.gov.et

	34. 
	Ethiopia
	Dr. Feleke Woldeyes Gamo
Deputy Director General
Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute
felekewoldeyes@yahoo.com; felekewoldeyes@ibc.gov.et

	35. 
	European Union
	Ms. Anne Teller
Policy Officer for Biodiversity
DG Environment - Unit B2 Biodiversity
European Commission
anne.teller@ec.europa.eu

	36. 
	GAMBIA
	Mr. Ousainou TOURAY
Deputy Director
Department of Parks & Wildlife Management
c/o Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Water and Wildlife
oustouray@gmail.com

	37. 
	Ghana
	Sulemana Haruna
Curriculum Development Officer
Institute of Tropical Agriculture
Suleperma77@gmail.com

	38. 
	Guatemala
	Mrs. Gloria M. APÉN
Técnico del Departamento de Coordinación con Pueblos Indígenas y Sociedad Civil
Consejo Nacional de Areas Protegidas (CONAP)
gapen@conap.gob.gt

	39. 
	GUINEE-BISSAU
	Mrs. Matilde da Conceiçao Gomes Lopes
General Direction of Environment
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development
conceicaogomeslopes@yahoo.com.br; conceicaogomeslopes@gmail.com

	40. 
	HONDURAS
	Ms. Marlé Aguilar Ponce
Analista Ambiental 
Dirección de Biodiversidad 
Secretaría de Energía, Recursos Naturales, Ambiente y Minas (MiAmbiente) 
Tegucigalpa
Honduras
maguipon@gmail.com

	41. 
	India
	Dr. Sujata Arora
Adviser
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
sujata@nic.in    

	42. 
	Indonesia
	Prof. Dr. Gono Semiadi
Senior Scientist 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences
semiadi@yahoo.com

	43. 
	JAMAICA
	Ms. Gillian Guthrie
Senior Director
Environment and Risk Management Division
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation
gillian.guthrie@megjc.gov.jm

	44. 
	JAMAICA
	Joni Jackson
Director, Natural Resources
Environment and Risk Management Division
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation
Joni.jackson@megjc.gov.jm

	45. 
	JAMAICA
	Andrea Donaldson
Manager, Project Branch
National Environment and Planning Agency
Adonaldson@nepa.gov.jm

	46. 
	KIRIBATI
	Ms. Marii Marae
Senior Environment Officer
Environment and Conservation Division
Ministry of Environment, Lands and Agricultural Development (MELAD)
mariim@environment.gov.ki; mariejam@gmail.com

	47. 
	LAO DPR
	Ms. Sonephavanh Liemphachanh
Planning Officer
Assistant to the National Coordinator of CBD for Lao PDR
Lao National Mekong Committee Secretariat - LNMCS
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment - MONRE
sonephavanh@gmail.com

	48. 
	MALAWI
	Mrs. Martha MPHATSO KALEMBA
Principal Environmental Officer (Biodiversity)
Environmental Affairs Department
mphakalemba@gmail.com

	49. 
	MALDIVES
	Ms. Ilham Atho Mohamed 
Assistant Director, Environment Department 
Ministry of Environment and Energy 
Malé, Maldives 
ilham.mohamed@environment.gov.mv

	50. 
	MALDIVES
	Ms. Lisama Sabry
Environment Analyst
Ministry of Environment and Energy
Malé, Maldives 
lisama.sabry@environment.gov.mv

	51. 
	MALI
	Mr. EL HADJ SY
MSc Gestion des Ressources Naturelles/Spécialiste en Gestion des Aires Protégées
Direction Nationale des Eaux et Forêts
Ministère de l’Environnement, de l’Assainissement et du Développement
elhadjis73@gmail.com; elhadjis05@yahoo.fr

	52. 
	MALTA
	Ms. Anna Gureva
Assistant Environment Protection Officer
Biodiversity and Water Unit
Environment and Resources Authority
Anna.gureva@era.org.mt

	53. 
	Mauritania
	Mr. Cheikh Mohamed El Abd 
Coordinateur National des Programmes de la Convention sur la Diversité Biologique
Ministère de l’Environnement et du Développement Durable
cheikhysidi@yahoo.fr

	54. 
	Mexico
	Laura Patricia Rodríguez Codallos
Especialista en asuntos internacionales
CONABIO
laura.rodriguez@conabio.gob.mx

	55. 
	Mexico
	Sol Guerrero
CONABIO
sguerr@conabio.gob.mx

	56. 
	Morocco
	Mostafa Madbouhi
Chef de la Division de la Biodiversite
Direction de Changement Climatique, de la Diversite Biologique et de l’Economie Verte
Secretariat d’Etat charge du Developpement Durable
mostamad@yahoo.fr

	57. 
	NEPAL
	Mr. Maheshwar DHAKAL
Joint Secretary
Chief, Biodiversity and Environment Division
Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation
maheshwar.dhakal@gmail.com

	58. 
	NIGER
	Mr. Boukar ATTARI
Conseiller 
Conseil National de l'Environnement pour un Développement Durable (CNEDD)
attariboukar@yahoo.fr

	59. 
	PALAU
	Ms. Gwendalyn K. Sisior
Senior Projects Manager 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment and Tourism
gsisior07@gmail.com

	60. 
	PERU
	Ms. Elizabeth Cardenas
Ministerio del Ambiente
ecardenasc@minam.gob.pe

	61. 
	PHILIPPINES
	Dr. Theresa Mundita S Lim
Director
Biodiversity Management Bureau
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
PHILIPPINES
(SBSTTA Bureau Chair)
pawbdir@yahoo.com; bmb@bmb.gov.ph;  munditalim@yahoo.com

	62. 
	Republic of Korea

	Ms. Myoung-hai Kwak
Senior Researcher
Plant Resources Division
National Institute of Biological Resources
Environmental Research Complex
mhkwak1@korea.kr

	63. 
	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	Mr. Sylvester Belle
Chief Conservation Officer
Department of Environment
Ministry of Agriculture, Marine Resources, Cooperatives, Environment and Human Settlement
sylbelle44@gmail.com

	64. 
	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	Mr. Randolph Edmead 
Director 
Department of Physical Planning and Environment 
Ministry of Sustainable Development
phyplskb@sisterisles.kn

	65. 
	Saint Lucia
	Mr. Adams Toussaint
Chief Forestry Officer
Department of Forest and Lands Resources Development
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Physical Planning, Natural Resources and Co-operatives
adams.toussaint@govt.lc; chatannye@gmail.com

	66. 
	Samoa
	Mrs. Czarina Iese Stowers
Principal Terrestrial Conservation Officer
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
Czarina.stowers@mnre.gov.ws
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Directeur
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	68. 
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Direction des Parcs Nationaux 
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Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA)
slavisa.popovic@sepa.gov.rs
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Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change
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Office of the Prime Minister
office.env.opm@gmail.com; razakmohamud@gmail.com
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Directorate of Wetlands and Biodiversity
Ministry of Environment and Forestry
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Director
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	Mr. Marcal Gusmao
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WORKSHOP ON THE PREP
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NATIONAL 


REPORT


 


 


INTRODUCTION


 


1.


 


Through its 


decision 


XIII/27


,


 


the Conference of the Parties 


adopted guidelines, including reporting 


templates, for the sixth national


 


report and encouraged Parties to submit their sixth national report by 31 


December 2018. 


In the same decision the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary


, 


subject to the availability of resources, and, where possible and appropriate, i


n collaboration with relevant 


partners and related processes, to organize capacity


-


building activities, such as regional workshops, to 


support developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States 


as well as P


arties with economies in transition, in the preparation of their sixth national reports, including 


the use of the voluntary online reporting tool.


 


In light of this request, the Secretariat of the Convention on 


Biological Diversity, in collaboration with 


th


e 


United Nations Environment


 


Programme


, the United 


Nations Development Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations


, and 


with the generous financial support of the European Union, organi


z


ed a capacity building workshop on the 


p


reparation of the sixth national report. The workshop was held in Montreal, Canada


,


 


on 9 December 


2017. 


The workshop was attended by 


over 100


 


participants with representatives


 


from all United Nations 


regions


 


(see 


list of participants in the annex)


.


 


ITEM 1.


 


OPENING OF THE MEETING


 


2.


 


The 


workshop was opene


d by Mr. David Cooper


,


 


Deputy


 


Executive Secretary of the Convention 


on Biological Diversity. In his remarks he 


welcomed


 


participants 


and


 


thanked the United Nations 


Environment Prorgamme (UNEP), 


the United Nations Development Programme


 


(UNDP),


 


the Food and 


Agriculture Organization of the United Nations


 


(FAO), and the European Union for their support in 


organi


z


ing the workshop. He noted the importance of the national reports to various processes between 


now and 2020, including the preparation of the fifth edi


tion of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, and the 


development of the post


-


2020 global biodiversity framework and 


reminded participants that


 


national 


reporting will be an important agenda item during the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 


Implementatio


n


 


with a focus on aligning reporting processes between the Convention and its Protocols as 


well as 


consideration of 


synergies in reporting with other biodiversity


-


related conventions


. He also 


observed that while the overall level and rate of submission of the national reports has been improving 


there is still progress to be made and he encouraged participants to submit their national reports by the 31 


December 2018 deadline.  
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