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ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE 

CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

SERVING AS THE MEETING OF THE PARTIES 

TO THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON 

BIOSAFETY 

Cancun, Mexico, 4-17 December 2016 

Eighth meeting 

Agenda item 6.1 

DECISION ADOPTED BY THE PARTIES TO THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY 

VIII/3. Capacity-building 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety, 

Recalling decision BS-VI/3, 

Taking note of the report on the status of implementation of the Framework and Action Plan for 

Capacity-Building for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol submitted by the Executive 

Secretary,
1
 

Noting with appreciation efforts by various Parties and national, regional and international organizations 

that contributed to the progress made in the implementation of the Framework and Action Plan for 

Capacity-Building, in particular with respect to focal areas 1, 2 and 5 on national biosafety frameworks, risk 

assessment and risk management, and public awareness, education and participation, respectively, 

Recognizing that more work is needed to achieve the expected outcomes of the Framework and Action 

Plan for Capacity-Building within the remaining time until the end of the Framework and Action Plan, 

Underscoring the need to prioritize capacity-building needs in order to facilitate efficient use of the 

limited available resources and to maximize the implementation of the Protocol and its Strategic Plan in the 

remaining period until 2020, 

Underlining the need to undertake activities in an effective and efficient manner and to promote 

synergies, especially with capacity-building activities carried out under the Convention, 

1. Decides to maintain the Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-Building for the Effective 

Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol as adopted in decision BS-VI/3; 

2. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to continue efforts to enhance the 

implementation of the Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-Building; 

                                                      
1 UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/8/3. 
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3. Urges Parties, for the remaining period until 2020, to prioritize and focus, as appropriate, on 

operational objectives relating to the development of national biosafety legislation, risk assessment, detection 

and identification of living modified organisms, and public awareness, education and participation in view of 

their importance in facilitating the implementation of the Protocol; 

4. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations in a position to do so, to provide 

additional financial and technical support to enable developing country Parties, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition to further 

implement the Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-Building; 

5. Requests the Global Environment Facility to continue to provide financial support to enable 

developing country Parties, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States among 

them, and Parties with economies in transition to further implement the Framework and Action Plan for 

Capacity-Building; 

6. Urges Parties and other Governments to integrate biosafety in their national biodiversity 

strategies and actions plans and broader national development strategies in order to implement the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals;
2
 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources and in collaboration 

with relevant organizations, to facilitate and support implementation of the priority capacity-building activities 

for supporting the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety contained in the annex hereto and as 

reflected in the Short-term Action Plan (2017-2020) to Enhance and Support Capacity-Building for the 

Implementation of the Convention and its Protocols as annexed to decision XIII/23 of the Conference of the 

Parties. 

                                                      
2 See United Nations General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015 entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development”. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1
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Annex 

 

SHORT-TERM ACTION PLAN (2017-2020) TO ENHANCE AND SUPPORT CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR THE CONVENTION 

AND ITS PROTOCOLS 

D. CAPACITY-BUILDING ACTIVITIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY
3
 

Activity COP-MOP 

decisions 

Timeline Expected output/outcome Possible set of indicators Possible partners 

1. * Develop capacity-building 

materials and guidelines on 

mainstreaming biosafety into 

NBSAPs and national development 

plans 

BS-VII/5 para. 10; 

BS-VII/1, para. 5 

2017-2018 An e-learning module and a 

toolkit on mainstreaming 

biosafety developed and 

made available in English, 

French and Spanish 

Parties’ capacity to integrate 

biosafety issues into 

NBSAPs and national 

development plans and 

sectoral policies and 

programmes enhanced 

Trends in the number of 

Parties accessing and 

using e-learning module 

and toolkit to promote the 

integration of biosafety 

into their NBSAPs 

Strathclyde University 

2. * Organize subregional trainings 

on mainstreaming biosafety into 

NBSAP and development plans, 

making use of the above e-

learning module and toolkit 

(Activity 97), in collaboration 

with partners 

BS-VII/5 para. 10; 

BS-VII/1, para. 5 

2017-2018 Parties’ capacity to integrate 

biosafety issues into 

NBSAPs and national 

development plans and 

programmes enhanced 

Number persons 

participating in the 

trainings and using 

materials to promote the 

integration of biosafety 

into their NBSAPs; 

Trends in the number of 

countries with biosafety 

integrated in their 

NBSAPs 

UNEP, UNDP, FAO 

                                                      
3 The priority activities are marked with shading and an asterisk. 
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Activity COP-MOP 

decisions 

Timeline Expected output/outcome Possible set of indicators Possible partners 

3. * Support selected developing 

countries to implement pilot 

projects to develop and apply 

practical measures and 

approaches for integrated 

implementation of the Cartagena 

Protocol and the CBD at the 

national level and share emerging 

good practices and lessons 

learned 

XII/29  para 9-11, 

BS-VII/5 para 12, 

18 

BS-VI/3 para. 9 

2017-2020 At least 20 countries develop 

practical actions to promote 

integrated national 

implementation of the CPB 

and the CBD and prepare 

case studies on their 

experiences and lessons 

learned 

Number of country case 

studies on the integrated 

implementation of the 

CPB and the CBD 

available 

Number of countries 

sharing their experiences 

and lessons learned 

UNEP, UNDP, FAO 

4. * Organize training courses in 

risk assessment of LMOs 

BS-VII/12, paras. 

11-14 

2017-2020 Improved capacity of Parties 

to conduct risk assessment of 

LMOs in accordance with 

the Protocol 

Number of regional 

training courses 

successfully carried out; 

Number of people trained 

in risk assessment 

To be determined 

5. * Develop e-learning modules on 

risk assessment of LMOs 

BS-V/12, para. 

9 (d) 

2017-2020 Interactive e-learning 

modules made available to 

Parties as a more cost-

effective way of delivering 

training 

Number of e-learning 

modules available; 

Number of downloads 

and use of the e-learning 

modules 

To be determined 

6. * Organize regional and 

subregional training courses to 

enable Parties to implement the 

LMO identification requirements 

of paragraph 2 (a) of Article 18 

and related decisions 

BS-III/10 2017-2020 Parties are better equipped to 

take measures to ensure that 

shipments of LMOs intended 

for direct use as food or feed 

or processing (LMOs-FFP) 

are identified through 

accompanying 

documentation and to 

prevent and penalize illegal 

transboundary movements of 

LMOs 

Number of Parties taking 

domestic measures to 

ensure that all LMOs-FFP 

shipments are identified 

in accompanying 

documentation; 

 

Number of Parties with 

domestic measures to 

prevent and penalize 

illegal transboundary 

movements 

To be determined 
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Activity COP-MOP 

decisions 

Timeline Expected output/outcome Possible set of indicators Possible partners 

7. * Organize workshops on 

sampling, detection and 

identification of LMOs 

BS-VII/10, para. 

5 (d); CP-VIII/16, 

para.10 (b) 

2017-2020 Parties are trained and 

equipped for sampling, 

detection and identification 

of LMOs; 

Parties are assisted in 

fulfilling the requirements 

under Article 17 of the 

Cartagena Protocol 

Number of regional 

capacity-building 

workshops successfully 

organized; 

 

Number of participants 

taking part in the 

workshops 

EU-JRC, and reference 

laboratories in each 

region 

8. * Organize online discussions and 

knowledge-sharing sessions 

through the Network of 

Laboratories on the detection and 

identification of LMOs 

BS-V/9, para. 5; 

CP-VIII/16, 

para.10 (a) 

2017-2020 Technical tools for the 

detection of illegal/ 

unauthorized LMOs are 

compiled and made available 

to Parties 

Number of Parties using 

tools for detecting 

unauthorized LMOs; 

 

Number of downloads 

from BCH 

Network of LMO 

Detection and 

Identification 

Laboratories, and 

reference laboratories in 

each region, UNEP 

9. * Organize subregional 

workshops on public awareness 

and education concerning LMOs 

BS-V/13 2017-2020 Parties’ capacity to promote 

and facilitate public 

awareness, education and 

participation concerning 

LMOs enhanced 

Number of workshops 

successfully conducted; 

Number of individuals 

participating in the 

workshops 

UNEP, Aarhus 

Convention 

10. * Organize training courses on 

public participation and public 

access to information, to advance 

the implementation of the 

Programme of Work on public 

awareness, education, and public 

participation concerning LMOs 

CP-VIII/18, para. 6 2017-2020 Parties’ capacity to promote 

and facilitate access to 

biosafety information and 

public participation 

concerning LMOs enhanced 

Number of training 

courses successfully 

conducted; 

 

Number of Parties 

participating in the 

training courses and 

having access to 

information. 

Aarhus Convention 

11. Develop, in collaboration with 

relevant organizations, training 

materials on sampling, detection 

and identification of LMOs 

BS-VII/10, para. 

5 (d) 

2017-2020 Parties are trained in LMO 

sampling, detection and 

identification 

Number of collaborations 

established on the 

development of 

capacity-building 

curricula 

Network of LMO 

Detection and 

Identification 

Laboratories, and 

reference laboratories in 

each region, UNEP 
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Activity COP-MOP 

decisions 

Timeline Expected output/outcome Possible set of indicators Possible partners 

12. Develop learning materials on 

public awareness and education 

concerning LMOs 

BS-V/12, 

BS-V/13 

2017-2020 Learning materials readily 

and widely accessed and 

used by Parties to improve 

their capacity to raise public 

awareness and education 

concerning LMOs 

Number of toolkits and 

best practices handbooks 

produced 

 

Number of downloads of 

the materials made 

through the BCH 

UNEP, Aarhus 

Convention 

13. Support online networks and 

communities of practice to 

facilitate exchange of knowledge, 

experiences and lessons learned 

on PAEP 

BS-V/13 2017-2020 Parties are sharing 

experience and lessons 

learned on public awareness, 

education and participation 

Trends in the number of 

individuals participating 

in discussion forums and 

communities of practice 

UNEP, Aarhus 

Convention 

14. Organize workshops to raise 

awareness of the Nagoya-Kuala 

Lumpur Supplementary Protocol 

on Liability and Redress 

CP-VIII/11, para. 4 2017-2020 Parties’ awareness and 

understanding of the 

Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur 

Supplementary Protocol on 

Liability and Redress 

enhanced 

Number of 

capacity-building 

workshop organized 

 

Number of Parties in 

attendance 

To be determined 

__________ 

 

 


