
FIGURE 4.3 | Conversion of terrestrial biomes
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Based on soil and climatic conditions, it is possible to deter-
mine the “potential” extent of biomes prior to signifi cant human 
impact, although obtaining exact estimates is not feasible. This 
fi gure shows how much of that potential area is estimated to have 
been converted by 1950 (medium certainty), how much was con-
verted between 1950 and 1990 (medium certainty), and how 
much would be converted under the four MA scenarios (low cer-
tainty) between 1990 and 2050. Most of the conversion of these 
biomes is to cultivated systems.


