SECTION X

DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES
(WITH RELEVANT SBSTTA RECOMMENDATIONS)






Decisions adopted by the first meeting

of the Conference of the Parties
NASSAU, BAHAMAS, 28 NOVEMBER-9 DECEMBER 1994

DECISION I/1 | Rules of procedure for the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties

Decides to adopt the rules of procedures of the Conference contained in the annex*
to this decision, with the exception of paragraph 1 of rule 40.

DECISION I/2 | Financial resources and mechanism

The Conference of the Parties

1. Decides to adopt the policy, strategy, programme priorities and eligibility cri-
teria for access to and utilization of financial resources contained in annex I to this
decision, and the list of developed country Parties and other Parties which volun-
tarily assume the obligations of developed country Parties contained in annex II to
this decision;

2. Decides also that the restructured Global Environment Facility (GEF) shall con-
tinue to serve as the institutional structure to operate the financial mechanism
under the Convention on an interim basis, in accordance with Article 39 of the
Convention;

3. Decides to instruct the restructured Global Environment Facility to take
prompt measures to support programmes, projects and activities consistent with
the policy, strategy, programme priorities and eligibility criteria for access to and
utilization of financial resources contained in annex I to this decision;

4-8. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

ANNEX I
POLICY, STRATEGY, PROGRAMME PRIORITIES AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR
ACCESS TO AND UTILIZATION OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES

I. Policy and Strategy

Financial resources should be allocated to projects that fulfil the eligibility criteria and
are endorsed and promoted by the Parties concerned. Projects should contribute to

The rules of procedure are contained in annex III to the report of the meeting (Document
UNEP/CBD/COP/1/17) and are reproduced in chapter III of this Handbook.
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the extent possible to build cooperation at the sub-regional, regional and interna-
tional levels in the implementation of the Convention. Projects should promote uti-
lization of local and regional expertise. The institutional structure should over time
assist all eligible countries to fulfil their obligations under the Convention. Policy and
strategy may be revised, as necessary, by the Conference of the Parties.

Il. Eligibility Criteria

Only developing countries that are Parties to the Convention are eligible to
receive funding upon the entry into force of the Convention for them. In accor-
dance with the provisions of the Convention, projects that seek to meet the
objectives of conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its com-
ponents are eligible for financial support from the institutional structure.

lll. Programme Priorities

1. The conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components
is one of the key elements in achieving sustainable development and therefore con-
tribute to combating poverty.

2. All the actions contemplated in the Convention will have to be carried out at
the national and international level, as appropriate. However, for the purpose of
giving direction to the interim structure operating the financial mechanism, a list
of programme priorities is given in paragraph 4 below. The list may be revised by
the Conference of the Parties, as necessary.

3. Programme priorities should promote utilization of regional and local expertise
and be flexible to accommodate national priorities and regional needs within the aims
of the Convention.

4. The programme priorities are as follows:

(a) Projects and programmes that have national priority status and that fulfil the
obligations of the Convention;

(b) Development of integrated national strategies, plans or programmes for the
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components in
accordance with article 6 of the Convention;

(c) Strengthening conservation, management and sustainable use of ecosystems
and habitats identified by national Governments in accordance with article 7
of the Convention;

(d) Identification and monitoring of wild and domesticated biodiversity compo-
nents, in particular those under threat, and implementation of measures for
their conservation and sustainable use;

(e) Capacity-building, including human resources development and institutional
development and/or strengthening, to facilitate the preparation and/or imple-
mentation of national strategies, plans for priority programmes and activities
for conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components;



(f)

(1)

DECISION 1/2

In accordance with Article 16 of the Convention, and to meet the objectives of
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components, pro-
jects which promote access to, transfer of and cooperation for joint develop-
ment of technology;

Projects that promote the sustainability of project benefits; that offer a poten-
tial contribution to experience in the conservation of biological diversity and
sustainable use of its components which may have application elsewhere; and
that encourage scientific excellence;

Activities that provide access to other international, national and/or private sec-
tor funds and scientific and technical cooperation;

Innovative measures, including in the field of economic incentives, aiming at
conservation of biological diversity and/or sustainable use of its components,
including those which assist developing countries to address situations where
opportunity costs are incurred by local communities and to identify ways and
means by which these can be compensated, in accordance with article 11 of the
Convention;

Projects that strengthen the involvement of local and indigenous people in the
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components;

Projects that promote the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity of coastal and marine resources under threat. Also, projects which
promote the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its com-
ponents in other environmentally vulnerable areas such as arid and semi-arid
and mountainous areas;

Projects that promote the conservation and/or sustainable use of endemic
species;

(m) Projects aimed at the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use

of its components which integrate social dimensions including those related to
poverty.

ANNEX I
LIST OF DEVELOPED COUNTRY PARTIES AND OTHER PARTIES WHICH VOLUN-
TARILY ASSUME THE OBLIGATIONS OF DEVELOPED COUNTRY PARTIES

A. List of developed country Parties

Australia Germany Monaco Sweden

Austria Greece Netherlands Switzerland

Canada Iceland New Zealand United Kingdom
Denmark Italy Norway of Great Britain
Finland Japan Portugal & Northern Ireland
France Luxembourg Spain

B. List of Parties which voluntarily assume the obligations of developed

country Parties
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ANNEX Il
INTERIM GUIDELINES FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF UTILIZATION
OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES BY THE RESTRUCTURED GEF

1. The Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity
decides to instruct the restructured GEF to prepare and submit through the Con-
vention Secretariat an annual report on its operations in support of the Convention.

2. The report should include specific information on how it has applied the guid-
ance and decisions of the COP in its work related to the Convention. This report
should be of a substantive nature and incorporate the programme of future activ-
ities of the restructured GEF in the areas covered by the Convention and an analy-
sis of how the restructured GEF, in its operations, implemented the policy,
strategy, programme priorities and eligibility criteria related to the Convention
which have been adopted by the COP.

3. In particular, the report should provide information on the following:
(a) A synthesis of the different projects under implementation;

(b) A list of project proposals submitted by eligible Parties, for funding, reporting
on their approval status;

(c) A review of the project activities approved by the restructured GEF and their
outcomes, including information on funding and progress in implementation.

4. 1In order to meet the requirements of accountability to the COP, reports sub-
mitted by the restructured GEF should cover all its activities carried out in imple-
menting the Convention, whether decisions on such activities are made by the GEF
Council or by the implementing agencies. To this end, it shall make arrangements
with such bodies as might be necessary regarding disclosure of information.

DECISION I/3 | Clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific
cooperation

The Conference of the Parties

1. Decides to implement the provisions of Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Con-
vention on the establishment of a clearing-house mechanism to promote and facil-
itate technical and scientific cooperation, operating under the authority of the
Conference of the Parties;

2-4. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].



DECISIONS 1/2-1/6

DECISION I/4 | Selection of a competent international organization
to carry out the functions of the Secretariat of the
Convention

The Conference of the Parties

1. Designates the United Nations Environment Programme to carry out the func-
tions of the Secretariat of the Convention while ensuring its autonomy to discharge
the functions referred to in Article 24;

2-3. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION I/5 | Support to the Secretariat by international
organizations

The Conference of the Parties
1. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3];

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to coordinate with those organizations with
a view to entering into such administrative and contractual arrangements as may
be required to make effective those offers, as provided for in Article 24.1 (d) of the
Convention;

3. [Invites other competent organizations which wish to do so to make further
proposals to the Secretariat in this regard;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to contact the Secretariats of conventions
dealing with matters covered by this Convention with a view to establishing appro-
priate forms of cooperation between this Convention and those conventions and
report to the Conference of the Parties on this issue, as provided for in Arti-
cle 23.4(h) of the Convention.

DECISION I/6 | Financing of and budget for the Convention

Part |

The Conference of the Parties

1. Adopts the Financial Rules for the Administration of the Trust Fund for the
Convention on Biological Diversity, which are attached as annex I to this decision,
to apply in conjunction with the general procedures governing the operations of the
Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Financial Regula-
tions and Rules of the United Nations;

2. Designates the United Nations Environment Programme as the Trustee of the
Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity;

3-9. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].
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Part i
[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

ANNEX I
FINANCIAL RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST FUND FOR THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY®’

ANNEX Il
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1995 AND INDICATIVE BUDGET FOR 1996
[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION I/7 | Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice

The Conference of the Parties
1. Decides:

(a) That the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA) shall operate in accordance with the terms of reference as given in
Article 25, paragraphs 1 and 2, until further elaborated by the Conference of
the Parties;

(b) That SBSTTA shall report to the Conference of the Parties at each of its ordi-
nary meetings;

(c) That SBSTTA shall meet sufficiently in advance of each meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties to enable its report to be considered by Parties in their
preparation for the meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

(d) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3];
2. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3];

3. Decides also that it will decide, at each of its meetings, on which topics advice
is required for the implementation of the Convention, taking into account its
medium-term work programme and SBSTTA’s remit as outlined in Article 25;

4. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION I/8 | Preparation of the participation of the Convention
on Biological Diversity in the third session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development

The Conference of the Parties

Decides to invite its President to transmit the statement contained in the annex
to this decision to the high-level segment of the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its third session.

67 The Financial Rules for the Administration of the Trust Fund for the Convention on
Biological Diversity and are reproduced in Section V of this Handbook.



DECISIONS 1/6-1/8

ANNEX

STATEMENT FROM THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY TO THE COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AT ITS THIRD SESSION

1. The planet’s essential goods, ecological functions and services depend on the
variety and variability of genes, species, populations and ecosystems. If humanity
is to have a future on this earth, biological diversity must be conserved so that these
functions and services are maintained. The current decline in biodiversity is largely
the result of human activity and represents a serious threat to human development.
Despite efforts to conserve the world’s biological diversity, its depletion has con-
tinued. The entry into force of the Convention provides an international framework
through which to address this depletion which causes threats to ecosystems that are
vital for the sustenance of human societies in all countries. By becoming Parties to
the Convention, Governments have committed themselves to the conservation of
biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.

2. The Convention on Biological Diversity is the primary international legal
instrument for advancing the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable
use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of
the use of genetic resources while recognizing the important role of other con-
ventions to the objectives of the Convention.

3. The Convention was opened for signature during the United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro. Since then the Con-
vention has received 168 signatures. It entered into force on 29 December 1993,
and has been ratified or acceded to by 105 States and the European Community at
the time of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

4. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity held
its first meeting at Nassau, from 28 November to 9 December 1994, at which it
took a number of decisions and adopted a medium-term programme of work for
the period 1995 to 1997. These are attached to this statement for the information
of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

5. The above information is conveyed to the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment in the light of the recommendation contained in paragraph 38.13(f) of
Agenda 21.

6. The Conference of the Parties is vested with the responsibility of implementing
the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity, of reviewing the further
development of matters relating to the conservation of biological diversity, the sus-
tainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits aris-
ing from the use of genetic resources and where appropriate, of bringing these
within the purview of the Convention. In this context, the Conference of the Par-
ties seeks to establish links with other bodies and processes relevant to biodiver-
sity issues with a view to promoting coherent and urgent attention to these issues.

7. The Conference of the Parties attaches importance to the development of a sub-
stantive relationship with the Commission on Sustainable Development, given the
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Commission’s responsibilities in respect of Agenda 21 and the complementarity of
its mandate with that of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity.

8. At its first meeting, the Conference of the Parties was pervaded by a sense of
urgency and an awareness of the magnitude of the task before it. The Conference
of the Parties appeals to the Commission on Sustainable Development to make
all efforts in its own right to advance the concerns of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity.

9. The Convention leaves no doubt that biological diversity is a cross-cutting issue.
The provisions of the Convention are of the utmost relevance to the issues to be
reviewed by the Commission at its third session; to the planning and management
of land resources, combating deforestation, managing fragile ecosystems and pro-
moting sustainable agriculture and rural development. Many aspects of the pro-
gramme areas to be considered by the Commission, their bases for action, objectives,
activities, and means of implementation correspond to the objectives and provisions
of the Convention.

10. The Convention ushers in a new era concerning access to genetic resources
which is subject to the provisions of Article 15 of the Convention and is char-
acterized by a fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of
such resources.

11. The Conference of the Parties was informed of the ongoing negotiations
under the auspices of the FAO to bring the International Undertaking on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in harmony with the Convention on
Biological Diversity. The Conference of the Parties recognizes this process and
hopes that these negotiations will come to a meaningful conclusion. The Com-
mission on Sustainable Development may wish to convey this message to the FAO
and to advise it on the intention of the Conference of the Parties to consider the
issue of access to genetic resources at its second and third meetings. In this
regard, it would be desirable to coordinate efforts carried out in both fora in order
to collaborate and to avoid overlapping in the respective fields of competence of
the FAO and the Convention on Biological Diversity.

12. The provisions of the Convention are also relevant to the cross-sectoral clus-
ter and should be considered by the Commission on Sustainable Development
when it reviews critical elements of sustainability as indicated in Agenda 21. The
Conference of the Parties notes in particular the relevance of the following cross-
sectoral issues on the agenda of the third session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development: Chapters 3 Combating poverty; 5 Demographic dynamics and sus-
tainability; 8 Integrating environment and development in decision-making; 16
Environmentally sound management of biotechnology; 23-32 Roles of major
groups; 33 Financial resources and mechanisms; 34 Transfer of technology; 35 Sci-
ence for sustainable development; and 40 Information for decision-making.

13. The Conference of the Parties wishes to inform the Commission on Sustainable
Development of its intention take immediate action to: 1) undertake work on
biosafety, establishing an ad hoc working group to consider the needs for and
modalities of a protocol to the Convention on this issue; 2) establish a clearing-



DECISION I/8

house mechanism to promote technical and scientific cooperation; 3) facilitate the
establishment of the subsidiary body on scientific, technical and technological
advice and 4) undertake work relevant to biodiversity related Conventions, other
institutional agreements and processes of relevance. The Conference of the Parties
would be willing to coordinate and collaborate with other United Nations bodies
on further work in these four areas. It would also be desirable that future work on
the protection of traditional knowledge and practices of indigenous and local
communities relevant to conservation and sustainable use should be coordinated
with the relevant bodies.

14. Given the complementarity of their respective mandates, the Conference of the
Parties is convinced it can make a major contribution to the implementation of
Agenda 21. Article 23.4(i) calls upon the Conference of the Parties to consider and
undertake any additional action that may be required for the achievement of the
purposes of the Convention. Implementation of the Convention will be facilitated
by the Conference of the Parties and the Commission on Sustainable Development
jointly exploring ways in which any additional issues identified can be further
developed within the organizing framework of the Convention.

15. Biological diversity is of great importance for the ecosystem function of
forests. The Conference of the Parties emphasizes the importance of conservation,
management and sustainable use of forests for achieving the objectives of the Con-
vention and encourages further consideration by the Commission on Sustainable
Development on the implementation of the Non-Legally Binding Authoritative
Statement of Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation
and Sustainable Development of all Types of Forests. The Conference of the Par-
ties to the Convention on Biological Diversity stands ready to make its own con-
tribution to that process consistent with its role in developing measures to achieve
the objectives of the Convention with respect to forests. The Conference of the Par-
ties would welcome a dialogue with the Commission on Sustainable Development
and seek dialogue and cooperation with other relevant international organizations
on the issue of forests.

16. Desertification is associated with land degradation and entails the loss of bio-
logical diversity. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity will explore the ways in which it can cooperate with the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention to Combat Desertification to the extent that their
mandates are complementary.

17. The Conference of the Parties invites the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment to:

(a) Urge States that have not yet done so to become Parties to the Convention;

(b) Consider the biodiversity issue in the light of the three interrelated objectives
of the Convention;

(c) Approach the subject of biodiversity as a multisectoral issue which is relevant
to virtually all of its concerns;

(d) Urge Governments to recognize the mutually supportive relationship between
biodiversity and sustainable development;
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(e) Encourage Governments to improve coordination among departments at the
national level in order to more effectively implement measures for the con-
servation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components,
given the cross-cutting nature of these issues;

(f) Consider the sectoral issues to be addressed at its 1995 session in the context
of their close interrelationship with biodiversity;

(g) Urge States to work cooperatively to address the subject of poverty in the con-
text of its close interrelationship with biodiversity;

(h) Stress to Governments the advantages deriving from coordination between its
work, that of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and that of other con-
ventions, intergovernmental bodies and fora concerned with the conservation
of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components.

18. Given the views and proposals outlined above, the Conference of the Parties
believes that the Commission on Sustainable Development and the Convention on
Biological Diversity should establish links, through their respective organs and
mechanisms, to facilitate a collaborative approach to issues of mutual concern. To
this end, the Conference of the Parties will regularly consider the issues to be
addressed by the Commission at its future meetings.

19. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity hopes
that this statement will be helpful to the Commission on Sustainable Development.

20. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
reaffirms its commitment to caring for the earth and its people.

DECISION I/9 | Medium-term programme of work of the Conference
of the Parties

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION I/10 | Location of the Secretariat

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION I/11 | Preparation for the second meeting of the Conference
of the Parties

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]



DECISIONS 1/8-1/13

DECISION I/12 | International Day for Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties

Decides to recommend to the United Nations General Assembly at its forty-ninth
session to consider 29 December, the date of entry into force of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, International Day for Biological Diversity.

DECISION I/13 | Tribute to the Government of the Commonwealth of
the Bahamas

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]
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Decisions adopted by the second meeting

of the Conference of the Parties
JAKARTA, INDONESIA, 6-17 NOVEMBER 1995

DECISION 11/1 | Report of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

The Conference of the Parties
1-2. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

3. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Adpvice to keep under review its modus operandi with a view to improving its func-
tioning on the basis of experience gained;

4-6. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

RECOMMENDATION I/6: GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY OUTLOOK

In view of the need for a large dissemination of scientific and technical information
relevant to the conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity;

In view also of the importance of scientific and technical research in achieving the
goals and objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

The first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technologi-
cal Advice (SBSTTA), held in Paris from 4 to 8 September, recommends that the
second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 6 to 17 November 1995, consider:

1. Requesting the Secretariat to prepare, under the guidance of the Bureau of the
Conference of the Parties and the SBSTTA, a periodic report on biological diver-
sity. Such a report, which may also reflect the views of the scientific community,
may include, inter alia:

(a) A brief summary of the status and trends of biological diversity at global and
regional level;

(b) An analysis of the global and regional trends in the implementation of the
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity on the conservation of bio-
logical diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equi-
table sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources;
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(c) A summary of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity at
the national level on the basis of the information contained in national reports
to be submitted by Parties in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention;

(d) An overview of the cooperation with other biological-diversity-related con-
ventions and intergovernmental processes; and

(e) A presentation on the implementation of the decisions of the Conference of the
Parties and the recommendations adopted by the SBSTTA.

2. The implications of this proposal in terms of financial and human resources in
relation to other tasks to be fulfilled by the Secretariat.

DECISION 11/2 | Publication and Distribution of Scientific and
Technical Information

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION 1I/3 | Clearing-house Mechanism

The Conference of the Parties
1. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

2. Notes that many information systems and activities relevant to the objectives
of the Convention have been and are being established at international, subre-
gional, regional and national levels;

3. Notes that the enhanced cooperation between these information systems and
activities will contribute to capacity-building, and notes that, in this context, the role
of the Secretariat is to promote and facilitate access to this clearing-house mechanism;

4. Decides, as a contribution to the implementation of the objectives of the Con-
vention, that the clearing-house mechanism, established by decision I/3 adopted at
its first meeting in accordance with Article 18, paragraph 3 of the Convention,

should be developed:
(a) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

(b) Through specific and focused areas of activities related to the promotion of
international technical and scientific cooperation;

(c) By gradually building up its functions in response to clear and identified
demand based on experience gained and resources available;

(d) In a neutral, transparent, cost-effective, efficient and accessible manner;

(e) As a decentralized mechanism using such resources as print and electronic
media, including the Internet;

(f) By making full use of existing facilities, which will avoid any duplication or
overlap of activities and allow for the early implementation of the mechanism;
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(g) In close cooperation with relevant international organizations and entities as
active partners in the clearing-house mechanism to maximize the existing expe-
rience and expertise;

(h) By enhancing networking between existing national, regional, subregional and
international centres of relevant expertise, as well as governmental and non-
governmental institutions and the private sector;

5-6. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

7. Takes note of the designation by Parties of their national focal point for the
clearing-house mechanism (document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/Inf.5) and calls upon
those who have not designated their focal point to do so, where appropriate, as
soon as possible, and no later than February 1996;

8. Invites all relevant international, regional, subregional and national organi-
zations and entities willing to offer their cooperation as active partners in the oper-
ation of the clearing-house mechanism to communicate the details of their offer and
requests the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat to enter into collaborative
arrangements and to report to its third meeting on the results of such arrangements;

9. Requests the Global Environment Facility to explore the modalities of pro-
viding support through the financial mechanism to developing country Parties for
capacity-building in relation to the operation of the clearing-house mechanism and
report to the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting;

10-11. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 11/4 | WaJ's and means to promote and facilitate access to,
and transfer and development of technology

The Conference of the Parties

1. Takes note of recommendation I/4 on ways and means to promote and facili-
tate access to, and transfer and development of technology as envisaged in Articles
16 and 18 of the Convention, adopted by the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, held in Paris, at the headquarters
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, from 4 to
8 September 1995;

2—-4. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 1I/5 | Consideration of the need for and modalities of a
protocol for the safe transfer, handling and use of
living modified organisms

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]
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DECISION II/6 | Financial Resources Mechanism

The Conference of the Parties,

Taking note of the information provided by the reports contained in documents
UNEP/CBD/COP/2/9 and UNEP/CBD/COP/2/8 and the collaboration between the
Secretariat of the Convention and the Secretariat of the restructured Global Envi-
ronment Facility,

1. Decides that the restructured Global Environment Facility shall continue to
serve as the institutional structure to operate the financial mechanism under the
Convention on an interim basis, in accordance with Article 39 of the Convention,
until a decision will be taken on which institutional structure is to be designated
in accordance with Article 21 of the Convention. The Conference of the Parties
shall endeavour to make such a decision at its third meeting;

2. Decides to undertake the first review of the effectiveness of the financial mech-
anism at its fourth meeting in 1997 and a review every three years. The first review
will be carried out within the basic approach described in document
UNEP/CBD/COP/2/9;

3—4. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

5. Requests the interim institutional structure operating the financial mechanism
to facilitate urgent implementation of Article 6 of the Convention by availing to
developing country Parties financial resources for projects in a flexible and expe-
ditious manner;

6. Requests the interim institutional structure to incorporate fully, on an ongo-
ing basis, guidance from the Conference of the Parties into the further development
of the Operational Strategy and programmes to ensure that the objectives of the
Convention are addressed. The Conference of the Parties requests the Global Envi-
ronment Facility to take the following comments into account when preparing the
report to be submitted to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties:

(a) Detailed information should be provided on the conformity of the approved
work programmes with the guidance of the Conference of the Parties;

(b) A list of projects submitted by eligible country Parties and information on their
status should be included;

7. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

8. Requests participation of a representative of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice of the Convention and of the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Panel of the Global Environment Facility in respective meetings
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the
Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel on a reciprocal basis, as provided for in the
modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice and in the terms of reference of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to:
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(a) Further explore possibilities to identify additional financial resources to sup-
port the objectives of the Convention;

(b) Continue to monitor the availability of additional financial resources and fur-
ther identify where and how country Parties might gain access to these
resources;

(c) Study characteristics specific to biodiversity activities to allow the Conference
of the Parties to make suggestions to funding institutions on how to make their
activities in the area of biodiversity more supportive of the Convention;

10. Recommends, for more effective implementation of its policies, strategies and
programme priorities, that the Global Environment Facility explore the possibil-
ity of promoting diverse forms of public involvement and more effective collabo-
ration between all tiers of government and civil society, including the feasibility of
a programme of grants for medium-sized projects. Such exploration should take
into account the eligibility criteria set out by the Conference of the Parties in
Annex I to decision I/2 on financial resources and mechanism, contained in doc-
ument UNEP/CBD/COP/1/17;

11. Requests the interim institutional structure to implement the relevant provi-
sions of the following decisions: II/3 on clearing-house mechanism, II/7 on con-
sideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention, II/8 on preliminary consideration
of components of biological diversity particularly under threat and action which
could be taken under the Convention, and II/17 on form and intervals of national
reports by Parties;

12. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 11/7 | Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Mindful of the crucial importance of the provisions of Articles 6 and 8 in the ful-
fillment of the objectives of the Convention,

1. Urges all Parties and Governments and other interested stakeholders to
exchange relevant information and share experience on measures taken for the
implementation of Articles 6 and 8;

2. Stresses the importance of regional and international cooperation for the imple-
mentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available through the clearing-house
mechanism such information and lessons drawn from national experience and also
to make available relevant information on the implementation of Articles 6 and 8
contained in national reports submitted by Parties in accordance with Article 26
of the Convention as well as decision II/17 adopted at its second meeting;

4. Further requests the Executive Secretary:
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(a) To compile and disseminate that information as widely as possible, including
experience of relevant conventions, United Nations bodies and intergovern-
mental and nongovernmental organizations in dealing with the provisions of
Articles 6 and 8;

(b) To prepare, on the basis of available information, suggestions on how the col-
lection and sharing of relevant information and experience might be enhanced,;

5. Encourages Parties, in preparing and implementing their national strategies and
action plans, to collaborate with relevant organizations and, if so desired, to take
into consideration existing guidelines such as “National Biodiversity Planning”
published by the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Resources
Institute and the World Conservation Union (IUCN);

6. Empbhasizes the importance of capacity-building as well as the availability of
adequate financial resources to assist Parties in the implementation of Articles 6 and
8 of the Convention, and in this context requests the interim financial mechanism
under the Convention to facilitate urgent implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the
Convention by availing to developing country Parties financial resources for pro-
jects in a flexible and expeditious manner;

7. |[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 1I/8 | Preliminary consideration of components of a
Biological Diversity particularly under threat and
action which could be taken under the Convention

The Conference of the Parties

1. Reaffirms that the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and
its components should be addressed in a holistic manner, taking into account the
three levels of biological diversity and fully considering socio-economic and cultural
factors. However, the ecosystem approach should be the primary framework of
action to be taken under the Convention;

2. Endorses paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of recommendation 1/3 on preliminary con-
sideration of components of biological diversity that are particularly under threat
and the action that could be taken under the Convention, adopted by the first meet-
ing of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, held
in Paris, at the headquarters of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization, from 4 to 8 September 1995;

3. Stresses that, as reflected in paragraph 3 of recommendation I/3, it is essential
to identify the driving forces determining the status and trends of components of
biological diversity, so that appropriate action can be taken to control them;

4. Stresses also the importance of making full use of existing knowledge and avail-
able expertise;
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5. Emphasizes the need for capacity-building as well as adequate financial
resources for the implementation of the tasks identified in this decision;

6-7. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

PARAGRAPHS 2, 4, AND 5 OF SBSTTA RECOMMENDATION 1/3

2. Assessment of the status and trends of components of biological diversity and
causes of biodiversity losses provides baseline data which can assist countries to for-
mulate their biodiversity strategies, plans and programmes to implement the pro-
visions of the Convention. This activity leads to the identification of both
components under threat and those components that might become threatened, and
for which urgent action might be needed to stop or prevent their loss. There is,
however, a need to identify, evaluate, develop and share methods needed for the
assessment and conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. Specifically
there is a need to:

(i) Further describe the categories of components of biological diver-
sity set down in Annex I of the Convention;

(i) Evaluate methodologies for identification, characterization and
classification of biological diversity and their components so as to
identify methods suitable for different conditions of data avail-
ability and how their effectiveness can be enhanced;

(iii) Identify methodologies for detecting national and international
negative trends in biological diversity;

(iv) Promote exchange of information on existing methodologies
through various information systems including electronic mail;

(v) Identify and develop methods for integration of biodiversity con-
cerns into all relevant sectoral policies, plans and actions; integrate
biodiversity considerations into area planning mechanisms and
processes; and to develop methods for an integrated management
approach;

(vi) Develop methods for identifying the links between socio-eco-
nomic and cultural factors and biological diversity change or
loss, and also identify how these factors should be included when
deciding upon effective action to correct for unsustainable
use/influence, including environmental impact assessment;

(vii) Develop methods for management of biological diversity based on
limited knowledge;

(viii) Develop or refine models of processes responsible for biological
diversity maintenance and those relating to ecological services pro-
vided by biological diversity for different ecosystems through
multidisciplinary groups consisting, inter alia, of ecologists, natural
history experts, oceanographers, economists and sociologists.
Identification and targeting of ecological processes and functions
should be the basis for conservation and sustainable use of bio-
logical diversity and its components;
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(ix) Encourage Governments to carry out case studies to learn about
ecosystem management efforts, identifying barriers to imple-
menting the ecosystem approach as well as ways and means of
overcoming such barriers. Major issue areas influencing the effec-
tiveness of the ecosystem approach may be examined in such stud-
ies, including, inter alia, budget issues, institutional issues, public
participation, science and information as well as legal authorities.
The results of such studies should be reported to the Secretariat of
the Convention on Biological Diversity for dissemination and
further methodological work.

4. There is a need for each Party to start assessing the effectiveness of measures
taken under the Convention. However, methods for assessing the effectiveness of
measures to conserve or sustainably use biological diversity should be reviewed.
The use of indicators of biological diversity and the status of its components is par-
ticularly time- and cost-effective. Several indicators are currently being used and
developed. They should be reviewed and their use promoted.

5. The Conference of the Parties should organize international cooperation:

(i) To respond to the needs formulated under paragraphs 1 to 4 above
and, more specifically, to compile and assess the above-men-
tioned methodologies, taking into account existing data, processes
and reference materials;

(ii) To identify possible concrete actions for the conservation of bio-
logical diversity and to use its components sustainably;

(iii) To make these studies available through the clearing-house mech-
anism established by the Convention to promote technical and sci-
entifical cooperation, and to promote a regional approach to
further enhance the collection and analysis of relevant information.

DECISION 1I/9 | Forests and Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties
1. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]
2. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To provide advice and information pertaining to the relationship between
indigenous and local communities and forests, as invited by the Inter-Agency
Task Force of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests;

(b) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

(c) To invite all Parties, relevant intergovernmental agencies and bodies to contribute
to the preparation of the documents on forests and biological diversity to be pre-
pared by the Executive Secretary, and to welcome the input of other Govern-
ments, non-governmental organizations and indigenous and local communities;
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3. Tnwvites all Parties to include expertise on forest biological diversity in their del-
egations to the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests;

4. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

ANNEX TO DECISION 11/9

STATEMENT ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND FORESTS FROM THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
PANEL ON FORESTS

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity wel-
comes the decision by the Commission on Sustainable Development to establish an
open-ended Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) to pursue consensus and
coordinated proposals for action to support the management, conservation and sus-
tainable development of forests.

2. Wishing to avoid duplication of efforts and coordinate with other relevant
organizations on issues of biological diversity, the Conference of the Parties
stands ready to contribute to the fulfilment of the mandate of the IPE.

3. Keeping in mind the crucial role of forests in maintaining global biological
diversity, the Conference of the Parties wishes to establish a dialogue with the IPF
on issues related to forests and biological diversity.

4. Together, tropical, temperate and boreal forests provide the most diverse sets
of habitats for plants, animals and micro-organisms, holding the vast majority of
the world’s terrestrial species. This diversity is the fruit of evolution, but also reflects
the combined influence of the physical environment and people.

5. The maintenance of forest ecosystems is crucial to the conservation of biologi-
cal diversity well beyond their boundaries, and for the key role they play in global
climate dynamics and bio-geochemical cycles. Forests provide ecological services and,
at the same time, livelihoods or jobs for hundreds of millions of people worldwide.

6. Forest biological diversity results from evolutionary processes over thousands
and even millions of years which, in themselves, are driven by ecological forces such
as climate, fire, competition and disturbance. Furthermore, the diversity of forest
ecosystems (in both physical and biological features) results in high levels of adap-
tation, a feature of forest ecosystems which is an integral component of their bio-
logical diversity. Within specific forest ecosystems, the maintenance of ecological
processes is dependent upon the maintenance of their biological diversity. Loss of
biological diversity within individual ecosystems can result in lower resilience.

7. Forests are becoming degraded and their biological diversity is being lost. The
loss of forest biological diversity is linked to the substantial deforestation, frag-
mentation and degradation of all types of forests. The reasons for the loss of for-
est biological diversity are many, both direct and indirect, and the Conference of
the Parties takes note of the Terms of Reference of the IPF in this regard (IPF
Agenda item L.2.).

8. Forests and forest biological diversity play important economic, social and cul-
tural roles in the lives of many indigenous and local communities. The Convention
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on Biological Diversity addresses specifically the need to respect, preserve and main-
tain knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities rel-
evant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, as well as the
need to protect and encourage customary use of biological resources in accordance
with traditional cultural practices. It also encourages countries to cooperate in the
development and use of indigenous and traditional technologies, and encourages the
equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge,
innovations and practices, in pursuance of the objectives of the Convention. Arti-
cles 8(j), 10(c) and 18.4 of the Convention provide the general framework for this.

9. In addition, the Convention on Biological Diversity recognizes in Article 15 the
sovereign rights of States over their genetic resources and also recognizes that the
authority to determine access to these resources rests with the national Govern-
ments and is subject to national legislation. It also states that each Contracting
Party shall endeavour to create conditions to facilitate access to genetic resources
for environmentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties and not to impose
restrictions that run counter to the objectives of the Convention. Such access,
including forest-based genetic resources, shall be subject to prior informed consent
by the Party providing such resources and shall be on mutually agreed terms. Mea-
sures shall be taken with the aim of sharing in a fair and equitable way the results
of research and development and the benefits arising from the commercial and
other utilization of genetic resources with the party providing such resources. Such
sharing shall be on mutually agreed terms.

10. The Conference of the Parties emphasizes and requests the IPF to acknowledge
the need to integrate the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity into
relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies (Convention on
Biological Diversity Article 6(b)). The Conference of the Parties requests the IPF to
note that it intends to explore how the conservation and sustainable use of forest
biological diversity could be assisted by the establishment of specific environmen-
tal goals in the forest and other sectors. The Conference of the Parties also requests
the IPF to consider appropriate Environmental Impact Assessment of sectoral
activities, plans, programmes and policies with expected negative impact on forest
ecosystems (Convention on Biological Diversity Article 14) (IPF Agenda item 1.2).

11. The Conference of the Parties notes the mandate of the IPF concerning meth-
ods for the proper valuing of the multiple benefits derived from forests. In this con-
text, it requests the IPF to consider the economic (monetized and non-monetized)
benefits, the environmental services and non-consumptive values provided by for-
est biological diversity, including the important cultural, religious and recre-
ational values of forests (IPF Agenda items III.1 and IV.1.).

12. The Conference of the Parties recognizes the need to develop and implement
methods for sustainable forest management which combine production goals,
socio-economic goals of forest-dependent local communities, and environmental
goals, particularly those related to biological diversity. Sustainable forest man-
agement should ensure that components of biological diversity are used in a way
and at a rate that does not lead to the long-term decline of biological diversity,
thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs of present and future genera-
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tions (Convention on Biological Diversity Article 2). Sustainable forest management
should take an ecosystem approach and aim at securing forest quality as related to
the Convention on Biological Diversity, comprising such elements as forest com-
position, natural regeneration, patterns of ecosystem variation, ecosystem functions
and ecosystem processes over time. Special attention should be paid to components
of biological diversity under threat (IPF Agenda items III.2 and 1.5.).

13. In situ forest conservation activities in accordance with Article 8 of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, including the establishment and management of
protected areas, have an important role to play in the achievement of biological
diversity goals for sustainable forest management, and should be integrated in
national forest and land-use plans. In this context, the conservation of pri-
mary/old-growth and ecologically mature secondary forest ecosystems is of par-
ticular importance. All stakeholders, in particular managers, should engage in an
open, transparent and participatory decision-making process that can explicitly
incorporate the multiple functions of forests and involve all interested parties,
including indigenous and local communities (IPF Agenda item 1.1.).

14. The issue of public education and awareness has not been explicitly addressed
in the Terms of Reference of the IPE. The importance of education and awareness-
raising at all levels of society, including local communities, local and national pol-
icy makers, forest managers, and users of forests and forest products, related to the
importance of biological diversity, especially those components under threat,
should have a high priority in both national and international efforts (Convention
on Biological Diversity Article 13.).

15. More effort on biological diversity is needed in research, training and other
capacity-building activities (Convention on Biological Diversity Article 12). Impor-
tant topics include development of policies, criteria and indicators, methodologies
and technologies for sustainable forest management, and the impact of utilization
of components of biological diversity, particularly those under threat, on ecolog-
ical processes (IPF Agenda items III.1 and IIL.2.).

16. In response to the invitation of the IPE, the Conference of the Parties has
requested its Executive Secretary to provide advice and information pertaining to
the relationship between indigenous and local communities and forests. The
Conference of the Parties has further requested the Executive Secretary to provide
advice and information concerning the contents, work and medium-term pro-
gramme of work of the Convention relevant to the Terms of Reference of the IPE.
Such advice and information will be provided in time for the Panel’s third session.

17. The IPF may also receive substantive inputs from the Convention following the
third meeting of the Conference of the Parties on, inter alia, the underlying
causes of biological diversity loss in forest ecosystems, components and dynamics
of biological diversity, and ways and means for the effective protection and use of
traditional forest-related knowledge, innovations and practices of forest dwellers,
indigenous and local communities, as well as fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising from such knowledge, innovations and practices.
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DECISION II/10 | Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine and
Coastal Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling that the Conference of the Parties decided to address, at its second meet-
ing, advice from the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice on the scientific, technical and technological aspects of the conservation and
sustainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity,

Being deeply concerned at the serious threats to marine and coastal biological
diversity caused by factors including physical alteration, destruction and degra-
dation of habitats, pollution, invasion of alien species, and over-exploitation of liv-
ing marine and coastal resources,

1. Takes note of recommendation I/8 on scientific, technical and technological
aspects of the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biological
diversity, adopted by the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice, held in Paris at the headquarters of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, from 4 to 8 September 1995, and;

(a) Affirms that it represents a solid basis for future elaboration of the issues
presented;

(b) Supports the recommendations in paragraphs 10-19 of recommendation I/8,
subject to Annex I of the present decision and its further elaboration by the
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the
Conference of the Parties;

(c) Reaffirms the importance of future work by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice to provide a balanced perspective on the
remaining issues presented by the recommendations in I/8 and Annex I of the
present decision relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of marine and
coastal biodiversity;

2. Encourages the use of integrated marine and coastal area management as the
most suitable framework for addressing human impacts on marine and coastal bio-
logical diversity and for promoting conservation and sustainable use of this bio-
diversity;

3. Encourages Parties to establish and/or strengthen, where appropriate, institu-
tional, administrative, and legislative arrangements for the development of inte-
grated management of marine and coastal ecosystems, plans and strategies for
marine and coastal areas, and their integration within national development plans;

4. Takes note of the recently finalized Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea of 10 December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and the Washington Dec-
laration and Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Envi-
ronment from Land-based Activities, and supports their implementation, including
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that by Parties, in ways that are consistent with, and conform to, the objectives of
the Convention on Biological Diversity;

5. Welcomes the International Coral Reef Initiative as a means to address
threats to coral reefs and related ecosystems and encourages participation in
International Coral Reef Initiative activities to implement its Framework for
Action;

6. Reaffirms that under Article 25 the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice is the only scientific, technical and technological author-
ity under the Convention to provide advice to the Conference of the Parties;

7. |[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

8. Offers the Executive Secretary the following guidance for conducting the work
described in paragraph 6:

(a) Solicit input from all Parties and, as appropriate, from other countries and rel-
evant bodies;

(b) Establish, on the basis of country input, a roster of experts with specialization
appropriate to the work described in paragraph 6;

(c) The roster will draw upon expertise from scientific, technical, technological, social,
management, economic, policy, legal, and indigenous and traditional knowledge;

(d) Convene, as appropriate, meetings of experts, drawn from the roster to sup-
port the Secretariat in advancing the work described in paragraph 6. Each
meeting shall be for a duration of no longer than five days, and shall be com-
prised of no more than 15 experts with due regard to geographical represen-
tation and to the special conditions of least-developed countries and small
island developing States;

9-10. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

11. Decides to forward this decision and annexes to the Global Environment Facil-
ity, other funding agencies and other relevant international bodies, to be taken into
account in considering activities related to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine and coastal biological diversity;

12. Requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the United Nations
Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, to undertake a study of the rela-
tionship between the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea with regard to the conservation and sustainable
use of genetic resources on the deep seabed, with a view to enabling the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to address at future meet-
ings, as appropriate, the scientific, technical, and technological issues relating to
bio-prospecting of genetic resources on the deep seabed;

13. Invites international and regional bodies responsible for legal instruments,
agreements and programmes which address activities relevant to the conservation and
sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity, including the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the
United Nations Environment Programme, the International Maritime Organization,
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the United Nations Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization including its
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, the World Conservation Union
(IUCN), the Commission on Sustainable Development, the International Coral
Reef Initiative, regional fisheries bodies, migratory species agreements, secretariats
of regional agreements for the conservation of the marine environment and other rel-
evant international and regional organizations and institutions, to review their
programmes with a view to improving existing measures and developing new
actions which promote conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diver-
sity, taking into account the recommendations for action by the Parties to the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its second
meeting, and provide information on their actions on a regular basis to the Con-
ference of the Parties and, in a first instance, as soon as possible through the Exec-
utive Secretary. Furthermore, these various institutions are invited to cooperate with
the Conference of the Parties through the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice in planning and implementation of programmes affecting
marine and coastal biological diversity, so as to reduce any unnecessary duplication
or gaps in coverage;

14. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

ANNEX

ADDITIONAL CONCLUSIONS ON RECOMMENDATION 1/8 ADOPTED BY THE
SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVICE AT ITS FIRST MEETING (UNEP/CBD/COP/2/5)

(i) Some delegations indicated their concern that paragraphs 10-19
were unbalanced in that they over-emphasized fishery issues,
rather than some other issues such as pollution. Other delegations
had an interest in highlighting the impacts of unsustainable fishing
activities on marine and coastal biodiversity.

(i) In relation to paragraph 10, crucial components of integrated
marine and coastal area management are relevant sectoral activ-
ities, such as construction and mining in coastal areas, mariculture,
mangrove management, tourism, recreation, fishing practices and
land-based activities, including watershed management. Parties
should, where appropriate and practical, prevent physical alter-
ation, destruction and degradation of vital habitats and pursue
restoration of degraded habitats, including spawning areas, nurs-
eries of stocks of living marine resources, bearing in mind the
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the need
to provide a balanced approach to the use and conservation of
marine and coastal biological diversity.

(iii) Parties are encouraged to undertake and exchange information on
demonstration projects as practical examples of integrated marine
and coastal area management.
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(iv) In relation to paragraph 11, critical habitats for living marine
resources should be an important criterion for the selection of
marine and coastal protected areas, within the framework of inte-
grated marine and coastal area management, taking into consid-
eration the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Conservation measures should emphasize the protection of ecosys-
tem functioning, in addition to protecting specific stocks.

(v) In reference to paragraph 12, the present mono-species approach
to modelling and assessment should be augmented by an ecosystem
process-oriented approach, based on research of ecosystem
processes and functions, with an emphasis on identifying ecologi-
cally critical processes that consider the spatial dimension of these
processes. Models of ecosystem processes should be developed
through trans-disciplinary scientific groups (ecologists, oceanog-
raphers, economists, and fisheries experts) and be applied in the
development of sustainable land and coastal resource use practices.

(vi) Paragraph 13 refers to the draft Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries. The Code was adopted by the 28th session of the Con-
ference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, in October 1995. The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations is now undertaking the devel-
opment of technical guidelines for the implementation of the
Code. The Conference of the Parties can offer the technical exper-
tise of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Techno-
logical Advice in the elaboration and implementation of these
guidelines, in line with the objectives and provisions of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity.

(vii) In relation to paragraph 14(a), the inclusion of subsidies was con-
tentious. Some delegates stressed that the issue of subsidies was
politically sensitive, with potential trade implications. It was
noted that these issues address one of the underlying causes of bio-
logical diversity loss, viz, the result of over-fishing, and this con-
sideration remained an important recommendation from the
report of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Tech-
nological Advice. It was also noted that there were a variety of
other subsidies which had impacts on the conservation and sus-
tainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity. The Exec- e
utive Secretary is entitled to evaluate these aspects using a meeting
of experts. Some delegations argued that the phrase “subsidies for
fisheries” appeared ambiguous. Government subsidies related to
fishing activities have a great variety in their modalities. In addi-
tion, subsidies should not be evaluated alone. Evaluation of sub-
sidies for fisheries should be conducted in relation to, or in
conjunction with, considerations of fisheries management. It
would be most appropriate to examine the various existing sub-
sidies in the light of Article 11, which refers to economically and
socially sound incentive measures.
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(viii) Also, in relation to paragraph 14, cooperation between regional

(ix)

fisheries bodies and regional organizations for protection and
conservation of the marine environment should be promoted.

In relation to paragraph 15, the Parties should enhance and
improve the knowledge regarding the genetic structure of the
local populations of marine species subjected to stock enhance-
ment and sea-ranching activities. Considering that the captive-bred
populations are likely to interact genetically and ecologically
with wild populations, this knowledge should be used in the
management of breeding stocks according to sound genetic prin-
ciples that take into account the use of local populations for
stock selection, minimum breeding numbers and the renewal fre-
quency of the breeding stock from the wild population.
Mariculture (paragraph 15) is assumed to include culture-based
fisheries and is defined here to be aquaculture in marine or brack-
ish water. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, “aquaculture is the farming of aquatic organ-
isms including fish, molluscs, crustaceans and aquatic plants.
Farming implies some form of intervention in the rearing process
to enhance production, such as regular stocking, feeding, protec-
tion from predators, etc. Farming also implies individual or cor-
porate ownership of the stock being cultivated”. Although the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations requires
“ownership of the stock being cultivated” in its definition, no such
restriction is adopted here for the purpose of this document.
Some Parties thought paragraph 15(I)(e) would be better expressed
as “because of the difficulties of complete containment, intro-
duction of alien species, products of selective breeding, and living
modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may
have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of
marine and coastal biodiversity should be responsibly conducted
using the precautionary approach. Therefore, adherence to inter-
national codes of practice such as the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries, the International Commission for the Exploration of the
Sea, and the Organisation Internationale Epizootique should be a
minimum requirement. Assessments and an appropriate moni-
toring programme should be put in place if introduction goes
ahead. Preference should be given to the use of local species. Fur-
thermore, development of technology to ensure a more complete
containment should be encouraged.”
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ANNEXI
DRAFT PROGRAMME FOR FURTHER WORK ON MARINE AND COASTAL BIO-
LOGICAL DIVERSITY

1. The Executive Secretary will use as the basis of work recommendation I/8 of
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (contained
in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/5), this decision and further inputs, if any, from
the Conference of the Parties.

2. The Executive Secretary should use the roster of experts on Marine and
Coastal Biodiversity to address the following topics:

(a) Identify options for a pragmatic but comprehensive approach in addressing
marine and coastal biological diversity on the basis of an ecosystems approach,
including its components at the levels of species and genetic resources, distin-
guishing regions at relevant scales. Use the results from this activity in identi-
fying the gaps in knowledge of the distribution and abundance of marine and
coastal biodiversity;

(b) Identify the particular needs for conservation and sustainable use of marine and
coastal biological diversity in the context of activities which will impact on
marine resources;

(c) Review the mandates and activities under international agreements that affect
marine and coastal biological diversity, and develop analyses that can be
offered by the Conference of the Parties to the relevant institutions as to the
implications of the Convention on Biological Diversity for these activities.

3. In addressing these issues, the following approaches should be applied:

(a) The work should not be impeded by the lack of full scientific information and
will incorporate explicitly the precautionary approach in addressing conser-
vation and sustainable use issues;

(b) The Executive Secretary may interact with a wide range of agencies and
organizations competent in the aspects of marine and coastal biodiversity under
deliberation to avoid unnecessary duplication and ensure effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness;

(c) Recommendations should be made for scientific, technical and technological
needs for capacity-building and technology transfer for the conservation and
sustainable use of marine and coastal resources at the national, regional, and
international levels in the context of the issue being addressed;

(d) The scientific, technical, and technological knowledge of local and indigenous
communities should be incorporated, as appropriate, as well as community and
user-based approaches, in the conservation and sustainable use of marine and
coastal biodiversity;

(e) Use should be made, as appropriate, of the clearing-house mechanism and
national reports of Parties.

4. The Executive Secretary shall produce, among other relevant documents, the
following outputs:
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(a) Options for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and its
components in the implementation of marine and coastal management and
planning practices, including options for the development of integrated marine
and coastal area management at regional and national levels;

(b) Annual reports to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Techno-
logical Advice, submitted 90 days prior to each meeting of that body. The first
annual report will include a three-year work plan.

SBSTTA RECOMMENDATION 1/8

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF COASTAL AND MARINE
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Recalling that the Conference of the Parties decided to address, at its second meet-
ing, advice from the SBSTTA on the scientific, technical and technological aspects
of the conservation and sustainable use of coastal and marine biological diversity;

Recalling further that, in its decision 1/7 taken at its first meeting, the Conference
of the Parties requested the SBSTTA to advise on how the Conference of the Par-
ties could start the process of considering those aspects;

1. In order to advance this work the SBSTTA has before it a number of papers on
marine and coastal biological diversity. From these papers and a detailed discus-
sion in plenary, a number of key areas were selected for consideration. Included in
the overall aspect of integrating coastal and marine area management were the
more specific issues of sustainable use of living coastal and marine resources, mar-
iculture and the control of alien organisms. Recommendations on all these issues
are included below. The rationale for these recommendations, which was based on
the documentation before the SBSTTA and, in particular, document UNEP/CBD/
SBSTTA/1/8, is included in the annex.

2. Although education, training and raising public awareness at the international
and regional level were regarded as key delivery mechanisms, it was felt that, due
to the insufficient time and complexity of issues in question, they should be
comprehensively considered at the next session of the SBSTTA. The same session
of the SBSTTA should also address the questions related to bio-prospecting on the
deep sea bed, including access to its genetic resources.

3. The SBSTTA considers the conservation and sustainable use of marine and
coastal biological diversity to be of such significance that it recommends the estab-
lishment of an ad hoc expert panel to provide advice on current issues. The expert
panel shall be established for a period of three years and shall make an annual
progress report. Issues which should be immediately reviewed by this panel are: the
gaps in knowledge of the distribution and abundance of marine and coastal bio-
diversity; the particular needs for marine and coastal conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity in the context of threat alleviation, technology transfer; the link-
ages between the status of marine and coastal biodiversity and management of
watersheds as well as pollution from marine vessels. It should also review the



DECISION 11/10

achievements of the scientific bodies associated with other international legal
agreements, programmes and bodies dealing with aspects of marine and coastal bio-
diversity. abundance of marine and coastal biodiversity; the particular needs for
marine and coastal conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the context
of threat alleviation, technology transfer; the linkages between the status of marine
and coastal biodiversity and management of watersheds as well as pollution from
marine vessels. It should also review the achievements of the scientific bodies asso-
ciated with other international legal agreements, programmes and bodies dealing
with aspects of marine and coastal biodiversity.

4. The SBSTTA intends to review this panel’s conclusions at its fourth session in
order to provide the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties with recom-
mendations on this issue.

5. The following recommendations in this report for the Conference of the Par-
ties are issues on conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biologi-
cal diversity that the Conference of the Parties may wish to suggest to the fourth
session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD).

6. The SBSTTA recommends to the Conference of the Parties to forward the fol-
lowing statements to the next session of the CSD:

(a) The Conference of the Parties endorses integrated marine and coastal area
management as the most suitable framework for addressing human impacts on
marine and coastal biological diversity and for promoting conservation and
sustainable use of this biological diversity. Governments are encouraged to
establish and/or strengthen, as appropriate, institutional, administrative, and
legislative arrangements for the development of integrated management of
marine and coastal ecosystems, plans and strategies for coastal and marine
areas, and their integration within national development plans.

(b) Research and monitoring are urgently needed to assess the status and trends
of marine and coastal biodiversity, evaluate the success of management and
conservation actions, and develop more effective management practices.
Research and monitoring programmes should include biological, physical,
social, cultural and economic studies, consistent with the time-frame com-
mensurate with their objectives. They should be supported by information
management, interpretation and dissemination. Resource owners, users and
managers should be involved to the maximum extent possible.

(c) Recognizing the need for global and regional action to address the loss of e
coastal and marine biodiversity, the Conference of the Parties recommends that
the CSD call for the implementation of existing national and regional strategies
to conserve coastal and marine biodiversity. The Conference of the Parties fur-
ther recommends that the CSD recognize the International Coral Reef Initiative
(ICRI) and other similar initiatives and endorse the ICRI Call to Action.

(d) The Conference of the Parties endorses and highlights the inclusion of rep-
resentative systems of marine and coastal protected areas within integrated
area management, consistent with the objectives of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity.
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7. The SBSTTA further recommends to the Conference of the Parties that it rec-
ommend to the CSD the need for the CSD to evaluate the world-wide over-cap-
italization of fishing fleets and its impact on marine and coastal biodiversity, and
to review the role of national government subsidies in contributing to the over-
capitalization.

8. The SBSTTA further recommends to the Conference of the Parties that it rec-
ommend to the CSD to highlight and urge the need for international cooperation
to stem the adverse impacts of alien species introductions.

9. The following recommendations are recommended for the consideration of the
second meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

10. On integrated marine and coastal area management, the SBSTTA recom-
mends to:

(a) Promote integrated marine and coastal area management as the framework for
addressing impacts of land-based activities on marine and coastal biodiversity
by, inter alia, minimizing or eliminating inputs of pollutants (including persis-
tent organic and radioactive substances, excessive nutrients and sediments), in
particular those arising from municipal waste, industrial effluents, deforestation,
watershed degradation, unsustainable forms of agriculture and mining.

(b) Promote integrated marine and coastal area management as the framework for
addressing human impacts on marine and coastal biological diversity and
encourage governments, communities, and users to develop and adopt inte-
grated management measures, including:

(i) land/habitat use capability analysis and planning for multiple
use;

(i) environmentally sound land and coastal resource use practices
based on precautionary ecosystem management approaches and
best management practices; and

(iii) sustainable tourism planning and management.

(c) Carry out environmental impact assessment of all major coastal and marine
development activities with special attention to marine and coastal biological
diversity, and taking into account cumulative impacts. Undertake systematic
monitoring and evaluation of project impacts during implementation.

(d) Address socio-economic needs of coastal communities in the planning and
implementation of the marine and coastal area management.

(e) Promote rapid appraisal techniques to improve the conservation and man-
agement of marine and coastal biological diversity.

(f) Address impacts of land-based activities on marine and coastal biological diver-
sity and identify methodologies and research to assess these impacts, in close
cooperation with the implementation of the Global Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Environment from Land-Based Activities, the major prod-
uct of the UNEP Conference on Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-Based Activities.
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Address impacts of desludging and pollution by maritime vessels on marine
and coastal biological diversity, in particular in those countries which border
international waterways, and adopt measures to mitigate adverse effects.

Consider the effectiveness of both area management and species management
as tools to provide a balanced approach to use and conservation of marine and
coastal biological diversity.

. On marine and coastal protected areas the SBSTTA recommends to:

Based on consideration of biogeography and scale, and the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, establish or consolidate representative sys-
tems of marine and coastal protected areas. Enhance linkages and information
exchange among the sites.

Promote research and monitoring of marine and coastal protected areas to
assess their value for the conservation and sustainable management of biodi-
versity. Apply, as appropriate, rapid assessment techniques to identify and
improve the management of protected areas.

Explore means to incorporate marine and coastal protected areas within a
broader framework for multiple use planning, as exemplified by UNESCO
MAB Biosphere Reserves.

Encourage the participation of local communities concerned and of resource
users in the planning, management and conservation of coastal and marine
areas.

Consider all three levels of biological diversity, and factors determining their
structure and function, in the development and implementation of management
plans.

On sustainable use of coastal and marine living resources, the SBSTTA rec-

ommends to the Conference of the Parties that, as far as possible and appropriate,
Parties should include in their national plans and programmes the following
basic management elements ensuring that:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

()

Management decisions are based on application of the precautionary
approach;

Management decisions are based on the best available and sound scientific
knowledge, research and information, taking into account ecosystem impacts;

Waste (such as waste through discard, spoilage, or mortality in the trade in liv-
ing organisms) is reduced;

Local communities, users and indigenous people are involved in the conser-
vation and management of resources;

National legislation ensuring the conservation and sustainable use of living
marine and coastal resources in conformity with the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
and Agenda 21, and that the provisions of the draft FAO Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries once approved, will be followed;
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(f) Existing international agreements addressing over-exploitation and conserva-
tion of marine and costal resources, are acceded to, and fully implemented and
enforced, especially the Agreement on Straddling and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks; and

(g) Monitoring mechanism are used or established to assist sustainable manage-
ment of marine and coastal living resources.

13. Regarding the management and technology tools recommended by FAQO’s
Code of Conduct, the SBSTTA recommends that the Conference of the Parties sup-
port the efforts of FAO to provide advice on these tools, and request an opportu-
nity for the input of the Conference of the Parties into the draft Code of Practice
in order to ensure that the Code becomes fully consistent with the objectives and
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

14. In addition, the SBSTTA recommends to the Conference of the Parties:

(a) To identify constraints, including economic, for conversion of fishing gear and
phase-out of fishing over-capacity, and the possibility of reducing subsidies for
fisheries;

(b) To offer the technical expertise of the SBSTTA to offer advice on the draft FAO
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries in order to ensure its consistency
and conformity with the objectives and provisions of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity;

(c) To take into account the ecosystem functions and processes identifying and tar-
geting critical processes for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity;

(d) To ask the FAO, or other appropriate bodies, to collate information on the
availability of selective fishing gear and methods, possibly through the con-
vening of an ad hoc intersessional panel on marine and coastal biodiversity; and

(e) To urge the Parties not yet signatories to the Agreement on Straddling and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks to sign the Agreement.

15. On mariculture, the SBSTTA recommends to the Conference of the Parties:

L. Parties should, as far as possible and as appropriate, implement environmentally
sustainable mariculture practices, including the following;:

(a) mariculture should be incorporated into integrated marine and coastal zone
management plans, particularly taking into account the vulnerability of areas
of high biological value;

(b) mariculture should be subject to prior environmental and social impact assess-
ments (in accordance with Article 14) and regulations (Article 10) and should
incorporate the participation and needs of local and indigenous communities;

(c) use of chemicals for therapeutics and other applications, high nutrient release and
freshwater diversion should be minimized. Eutrophication should be avoided.
Specific steps to achieve this include use of chemicals only in a prescribed and
responsible manner, improvement in waste treatment, improvement in feed tech-
nology, and in promotion of integrated farming and polyculture;
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(d) mariculture operations should not result in the overexploitation of natural
stocks through harvesting of wild larvae;

(e) because of the difficulties of complete containment, introduction of alien
species, products of selected breeding and living modified organisms resulting
from modern biotechnology should be treated as an introduction into the wild.
Therefore, adherence to international codes of practice such as the Interna-
tional Commission for Exploration of the Sea and the “Organisation Inter-
nationale Epizootique” should be a minimum requirement. Because of the
potentially high risks, assessments should be rigorous, must correspond with
the precautionary principle, and an appropriate monitoring programme must
be put in place if introduction goes ahead. Preference should be given to the use
of local species. Furthermore, development of technology to ensure a more
complete containment should be encouraged;

(f) the conservation of genetic diversity in the wild stocks which farmed popula-
tions are derived should be an objective of overall management; and

(g) in areas where unsustainable mariculture operations have already substantially
reduced or destroyed natural habitats and ecosystems, Parties should, where
possible, undertake restoration programmes.

II. The clearing-house mechanism should be used to link databases and informa-
tion networks to collect, share and disseminate data related to responsible mari-
culture measures.

I1I. The Conference of the Parties is invited to request the SBSTTA to monitor the
development and provide input into the draft FAO Code of Conduct for Respon-
sible Fisheries, in order to ensure that the Code is consistent with the objectives and
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

IV. National reports (Article 25) and national biodiversity strategies and action
plans (Article 6) should include an examination of mariculture operations within
the jurisdiction of Parties, and steps to avoid significant adverse impacts on
marine and coastal biodiversity in the above ways.

16. On alien species, the SBSTTA recommends to the second meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties that, consistent with Articles 8(h) and 8(1) of the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the Parties should, as far as possible and appropriate:

I. Include in their national plans:

(a) Means to prevent, control, or eradicate, where possible, those alien species
which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species (Article 8, paragraph (h)). These
means might include the implementation of international protocols and guide-
lines (e.g. the International Maritime Organization (IMO) ballast water
guidelines or the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
Code of Practice).

(b) Conduct of environmental impact assessments, including risk assessment,
prior to the intentional introduction of alien species (Article 14.1, paragraph
(a)) and consult with neighboring States before introducing alien species into
shared waters. To minimize unintentional introductions, components of an
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assessment might include identification of primary pathways for unintentional
introductions; identification of types of organisms with the greatest potential
to be dangerous; mitigation techniques to minimize unintentional introduc-
tions; monitoring to identify the establishment of alien species; and develop-
ment of means for elimination of hazardous alien species.

(c) Prior to intentional introduction, an assessment should be made of possible
indigenous species alternatives, whether the introduced species can be ade-
quately monitored (per Article 7, paragraph (c)), and whether adverse effects
can be reversed within two human generations (as recommended by the
draft FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries). Additional assessment
should include: (i) biological information on the species in its native habitat,
including life stages and trophic level; (ii) results of previous introductions else-
where; (iii) potential impact on indigenous species, through, e.g. predation and
competition, or on ecosystem function; (iv) associated pathogens and parasites
and ability to treat or screen for such organisms; (v) potential for habitat mod-
ification; and (vi) the potential for interbreeding with and deleterious genetic
impacts on indigenous species/stocks. The assessment should take into account
that organisms transferred from one ecosystem to another may not maintain
the same characteristics in the new ecosystem.

(d) Conduct of environmental impact assessments prior to constructing canals
linking coastal water bodies.

(e) Education of the general public to the possible dangers to the ecosystem that
could result from the release of ornamental species and unauthorized releases
of species for sport fisheries.

II. Be encouraged to conduct research (Article 12) where additional targeted
studies would further the understanding of the impacts of alien species on iz situ
conservation, including, for example:

(a) undertake ecological surveys and ballast discharge water surveys to help
establish baseline data and level of risk associated with introductions through
ballast water, including on the effects of introduction of harmful algal species
through ballast water;

(b) undertake research on the long-term effects of species replacements due to
introductions on ecosystem functioning.

17. Furthermore, the SBSTTA recommends that, consistent with Article 18 (Tech-
nical and scientific cooperation), the Conference of the Parties:

(a) Establish under the Clearing-house mechanism (CHM), or other data exchange
mechanism, information on normal or pathogenic flora and parasites of
aquatic species being introduced for mariculture or stocking programmes.
Information to be included in the clearing-house would be on infectious
agents detected in indigenous, wild or alien cultured stocks, parasitic life-cycles,
pathogen-specific methods of detection, and information on disease out-
breaks and immune status in commercially shipped stocks. An existing mech-
anism for epizootics has been established in France (Organisation
Internationale Epizootique);
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(b) Establish, under the CHM, information from results of environmental impact
assessments or similar assessments on introduced species to provide a means
of evaluating effective and ineffective methodologies for preventing the intro-
duction of, controlling, and eradicating alien species and minimizing their
adverse effects.

18. Additional recommendations for future action by the Conference of the Parties:

(a) The SBSTTA suggests that the Conference of the Parties support efforts of the
IMO to draft ballast water guidelines and request an opportunity for the input
of the Conference of the Parties into those guidelines. The Conference of the
Parties should ensure that the guidelines are consistent with the objectives and
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

(b) The Conference of the Parties should contact relevant international bodies and
instruments (for example, FAO) with a view to ensuring adequate controls of
intentional introductions of alien or living modified organisms that have
adverse effects on marine biodiversity.

19. Recommendations for the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
consider for the medium-term work programme:

(a) Review the draft IMO ballast water guidelines to ensure that the guidelines are
consistent with the objectives and provisions of the Convention on Biological
Diversity;

(b) Review information provided by Parties and other sources on the assessment
of alien species introduction to gain from past experience.

ANNEX TO RECOMMENDATION 1/8

I. Integrated Marine and Coastal Area Management

Introduction

1. Coastal and marine areas contain some of the world’s most diverse and pro-
ductive systems. They include extensive areas of complex and specialized ecosys-
tems, such as enclosed seas and tidal systems, estuaries, salt marshes, coral reefs,
seagrass beds and mangroves that are sensitive to human activities, impacts and
interventions.

2. DPressures on these systems are growing more intense. As rapid development and
population growth continue in coastal areas, increasingly heavy demands will be
placed on the natural resources and remaining natural habitats along the coasts.
Unless corrective measures are taken, environmental degradation and over-exploita-
tion will erode marine and coastal biological diversity, undermine productivity, and
intensify conflicts over the increasingly scarce resources of the coastal zone.

3. The most important present and potential threats to marine and coastal bio-
logical diversity are well known:

(a) alteration and loss of habitat, including destruction of watersheds;
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b

C

chemical pollution and eutrophication, including from land-based activities;

global climate change;

[a W

€

(b)

(c)

(d) invasions of alien species; and

(e) over-exploitation of living marine and coastal resources.

4. These threats cannot be treated separately, as ecosystem functions and
processes are connected over wide distances. Singly, or in combination, these
human perturbations can lead to structural and functional transformations of
ecosystems.

5. Since threats will vary between regions and countries, depending on differences
in ecological processes, level of availability of funding and economic and social
activities, the Parties will need to tailor management regimes to the specific needs
of each area.

Integrated Marine and Coastal Area Management

6. Current sectoral approaches to the management of marine and coastal
resources have generally not proven capable of conserving marine and coastal bio-
logical diversity. New models are needed to move planners toward multiple-use,
systems-oriented modes of management, based on precautionary approaches and
ecosystem management principles. Wide adoption and implementation of inte-
grated marine and coastal area management are necessary for effective conserva-
tion and sustainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity.

7. Integrated marine and coastal area management is a participatory process for
decision-making to prevent, control, or mitigate adverse impacts from human activ-
ities in the marine and coastal environment, and to contribute to the restoration of
degraded coastal areas. It involves all stakeholders, including: decision makers in
the public and private sectors; resource owners, managers and users; nongovern-
mental organizations; and the general public. Community-based management
approaches have proven particularly important. Integrated management pro-
grammes have already demonstrated their potential as an effective tool in developed
and developing countries around the world.

8. On the regional level, integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems
could be promoted through the Large Marine Ecosystem approach to monitor and
evaluate ecosystem health. Through ensuring the integrity and productivity of large-
scale ecosystems, continuous benefits can be derived from the vast array of bio-
logical resources they contain.

Marine and Coastal Protected Areas

9. Within the context of national and regional efforts to promote integrated
marine and coastal area management, networks of marine and coastal protected
areas, other conservation areas, and biosphere reserves, provide useful and impor-
tant management tools for different levels of conservation, management and sus-
tainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity and resources, consistent
with customary international law.
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Il. Sustainable Use of Living Marine and Coastal Resources

10. Many of the world’s fishery resources are in danger of depletion. The impacts
of these activities can be direct and indirect. In addition, other living resources, for
example mangroves, coral species and species amenable to bio-prospecting, are sub-
ject to or under threat of over-exploitation. The principal impact of over-exploita-
tion is unsustainable removal of living marine and coastal resources. The most
significant indirect impacts on biodiversity include habitat destruction, bycatch and
ancillary impacts on interacting species or ecosystems. The overall goal is to achieve
conservation and long-term sustainable use of living marine and coastal resources
in a manner that respects both societal interests and the integrity of ecosystems.

Ill. Mariculture

11. Mariculture production worldwide is growing at the rate of about 5 to 7 per
cent annually. Currently, the main types of marine organisms being produced
through mariculture include seaweeds, mussels, oysters, shrimps, prawns, salmon
and other species of fish. Mariculture offers possibilities for sustainable protein-rich
food production and for economic development of local communities. However,
mariculture on an industrial scale may pose several threats to marine and coastal
biodiversity due to, for example, wide-scale destruction and degradation of natural
habitats, nutrients and antibiotics in mariculture wastes, accidental releases of alien
or living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology, transmission
of diseases to wild stocks, and displacement of local and indigenous communities.
Noting this situation, a precautionary approach should be applied to any mari-
culture development, in accordance with the preamble of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity.

IV. Alien Species

12. Alien components of biodiversity, including species, genetic strains, mixed
genetic stock and living modified organisms, have the potential for significant, non-
reversible, adverse impacts on marine and coastal biodiversity. Such impacts gen-
erally tend to be unpredictable. When they are adverse, they tend to homogenize
and simplify biotic communities. Eradication of established alien species is difficult,
if not impossible. One means to mitigate damage due to these components is to
make introductions subject to rigorous prior environmental impact assessments.

13. Alien species can be introduced inadvertently and intentionally. Non-inten-
tional introductions primarily result from the discharge of ballast water, escapees
from mariculture, organisms associated with species introduced intentionally,
and unauthorized releases by the public. Furthermore, it should be recognized that
introductions result from the engineering of waterways connecting previously sep-
arate bodies of water.

14. Intentional introductions occur primarily for mariculture production, includ-
ing marine ranching, although an additional significant pathway is by release of
hatchery-spawned organisms into the wild for the purpose of augmenting wild pop-
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ulations, generally for future capture in fisheries or in an attempt to enhance a pop-
ulation that is under threat. Particularly in the case of intentional introductions,
alien species may include those resulting from the interbreeding of different
genetic stocks or that have been genetically modified.

DECISION 11/11 | Access to genetic resources

The Conference of the Parties

Recalling that the charge from its second meeting is to prepare for agenda item
6.6.1 of the programme of work for its third meeting where the Secretariat is asked
to compile the views of Parties on possible options for developing national leg-
islative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate to implement Article 15;

Noting that regional efforts, based in part on the similarity of the genetic resources
found in the region, are important to common strategies and therefore should be
encouraged;

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to:
(a) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

(b) Compile an annotated list of studies and other relevant information on the
social and economic valuation of genetic resources, including the demand by
industry for genetic resources;

2. Reaffirms that human genetic resources are not included within the framework
of the Convention;

3. Urges Governments to send information on national measures to the Secre-
tariat at their earliest convenience;

4. Recommends that the Secretariat not duplicate work underway in other forums.

DECISION 11/12 | Intellectual Property Rights

The Conference of the Parties
Requests the Executive Secretary to:
(a) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

(b) Consult with all stakeholders, in particular the private sector and indigenous
and local communities, in order to gain understanding of the needs and con-
cerns of those groups whose participation will be required for cooperative
arrangements to be meaningful and effective in achieving the Convention’s
objectives. These consultations may take place in the form of roundtable dis-
cussions;

(c) [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].
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DECISION 11/13 | Cooperation with other Biodiversity-Related
Conventions

The Conference of the Parties
1. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

2. Stresses the need to make mutually supportive the implementation of activities
undertaken by the Convention on Biological Diversity and by other international
and regional conventions and agreements related to biological diversity and its
components, building particularly on the consultations which have already taken
place with certain key conventions, as outlined in UNEP/CBD/COP/2/Inf.2;

3. Stresses also the need to avoid unnecessary duplication of activities and costs
on the part of Parties and of the organs of the Convention;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to coordinate with the Secretariats of relevant
biodiversity-related conventions with a view to:

(a) Facilitating exchange of information and experience;

(b) Exploring the possibility of recommending procedures for harmonizing, to the
extent desirable and practicable, the reporting requirements of Parties under
those instruments and conventions;

(c) Exploring the possibility of coordinating their respective programmes of work;

(d) Consulting on how such conventions and other international legal instruments
can contribute to the implementation of the provisions of the Convention on
Biological Diversity;

5-7. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 11/14 | Convening of an open-ended Intergovernmental
workshop on cooperation between the Convention
on Biological Diversity and other international
conventions on related issues

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION 11/15 | FAO Global System for the conservation and utilization
of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]
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DECISION II/16 | Statement to the International Technical Conference
on the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION 11/17 | Form and Intervals of National Reports by Parties

The Conference of the Parties

1. Takes note of the note prepared by the Secretariat on form and intervals of
national reports by Parties, document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/14;

2. Endorses recommendation I/5 on “Scientific and Technical Information to be
contained in the national reports”, adopted by the first meeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;

3. Decides that the first national reports by Parties will focus insofar as possible
on the measures taken for the implementation of Article 6 of the Convention,
“General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use”, as well as the infor-
mation available in national country studies on biological diversity, using as a guide
the annex to this decision;

4-5. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

6. Decides that Parties shall submit their national reports in one of the working
languages of the Conference of the Parties and, for the benefit of others, encour-
ages Parties to also make available their reports electronically and, where possible,
on the Internet;

7. Decides that national reports submitted by Parties will not be distributed as
official documents of the Conference of the Parties, but will be made available to
Parties, upon request, and in the language of submission;

8. Requests that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice instruct any technical panels that it may establish on topical issues to com-
ment on the feasibility and practicalities of developing technical guidelines for
national reporting on the subject matter being considered by the panels, and report
to the meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 1997;

9. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

10. Requests also the Executive Secretary to make available to Parties, through the
clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific cooperation, relevant infor-
mation contained in national reports submitted by Parties in accordance with Arti-
cle 26 of the Convention;

11. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

12. Urges the financial mechanism under the Convention to make available finan-
cial resources to developing country Parties to assist in the preparation of their
national reports;
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13. Commends the guidance provided in the document “Guidelines for Prepara-
tion of Biodiversity Country Studies”, prepared by the United Nations Environment
Programme, and the document “National Biodiversity Planning: Guidelines Based
on Early Country Experiences”, prepared by the World Resources Institute, the
United Nations Environment Programme and the World Conservation Union
(IUCN), and its relevance in assisting Parties to implement Article 6 of the Con-
vention and in the preparation of national reports.

ANNEX
SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR NATIONAL REPORTING ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6

(a) Executive summary: a brief summary of the action plan report, stating suc-
cinctly the importance of biodiversity, the commitment to the Convention, the
mandate, the participants list, the biotic wealth and national capacity, the goals
and gaps, strategic recommendations and characteristics of the action (who will
do what, when, where, with what means and funding).

(b) Introduction: describe why biodiversity is important to the country and its
local communities. Explain the Convention and the nation’s commitment to its
provisions. Present the aim of the national biodiversity action plan and spec-
ify to whom it is directed.

(c) Background: describe the legal and policy framework that provides the man-
date and instructions for preparing the action plan report. Provide a short sum-
mary of the nation’s biotic assets, capacity (human resources, institutions,
facilities, and funding) and ongoing programmes. Explain the institutional
arrangements and responsibilities, with a view to informing people of the man-
ner in which the strategic recommendations will be implemented.

(d) Goals and objectives: state the vision for biodiversity and its place in the society,
focusing on its protection, scientific understanding, sustainable use, and on the
equitable sharing of its benefits and costs. The specific targets to meet the local,
national, and international goals in terms of protecting, assessing, utilizing, and
benefiting from biodiversity and its components need to be determined.

(e) Strategy: summarize the gaps between the current situation in the country and
the stated vision, goals and objectives. Summarize the strategic recommenda-
tions, including the activities, policies, and tasks that have been selected for
implementation to cover the gaps. Assign relative priorities to each.

(f) Partners: describe the public and private entities, communities and industries
that have participated in the process and have agreed to be responsible for par-
ticular activities and investments.

(g) Action: present the detailed activities, tasks and policies to be implemented.
Explain which partner (Ministry, industry, indigenous group, NGO, or uni-
versity) will implement each item, where, and what measures the partners
will employ.
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(h) Schedule: present a timetable for the implementation of the various tasks,
reflecting the priorities that have been assigned. Note signposts to help signal
progress or delay.

(i) Budget: provide the budget for the plan of action, showing funding require-
ments for operating expenses, capital purchases, transport, field costs, etc. List
the personnel needed by category of skill or background, the facilities and ser-
vices required, and possible international technical and financial cooperation.

(j) Monitoring and evaluation: explain the measures to be used for tracking the
results of the action plan and for monitoring changes in the economy, envi-
ronment and society. Give the indicators that will be used. Present the indi-
viduals and organizations who will carry these responsibilities and how they
were selected. Note the audience for the reports, along with the document’s
content and timing of implementation.

(k) Sharing of national experience: present information and case studies which
reflect the range of experiences of countries encountered in the implementation
of Article 6, taking into account local and external factors.

SBSTTA RECOMMENDATION I/5
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION TO BE CONTAINED IN THE
NATIONAL REPORTS

Recalling Article 26 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as Article
20, paragraph 4;

Recalling also decision 1/7 of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties
which requested the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) to consider as a matter of priority what kind
of scientific and technical information should be contained in national reports on
measures taken for the implementation of the provisions of the Convention and
their effectiveness in meeting the objectives of the Convention;

The first meeting of the SBSTTA recommends to the second meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties to consider the following elements in deciding on the form
and intervals of national reports:

1. The scientific and technical information to be contained in national reports will
depend on the expected decisions of the Conference of the Parties on the form and
intervals of national reports;

2. Such decisions on the form of national reports should take into account:
(a) the three-fold objectives of the Convention;

(b) the different socio-economic conditions of Parties, as well as the various
stages of the implementation of the Convention at the national level;

(c) the evolving tasks required under the Convention, as well as the evolutionary
character of the reporting requirement contained in Article 26 of the Convention;



DECISION 11/17

(d) the comprehensive scope of the Convention, as well as its multisectoral and
multidisciplinary approach;

(e) the need for an agreed standard and methodologies for reporting, with par-
ticular regard to biological diversity data gathering;

(f) the purposes of reporting, as well as the need to share national experiences and
relevant information between Parties;

(g) the need for a flexible form of reporting so that it may be adjusted in the light
of progress achieved and experience gained in the implementation of the Con-
vention at the national level;

3. Such decisions on intervals of reporting should take into account the follow-
ing elements:

(a) the human, technical and financial implications related to the interval of report-
ing agreed upon;

(b) the time required for the preparation by the Parties and, in particular, the devel-
oping countries and countries with economies in transition Parties, of their
national reports;

(c) the need to avoid placing a heavy burden on Parties with regard to reporting
requirements;

(d) the need also to streamline information contained in national reports of Par-
ties addressed to various fora related to biological diversity, including the Com-
mission on Sustainable Development, so as to avoid duplication of efforts and
overlap of reporting activities;

(e) the need to proceed in a step-wise approach.

4. In the light of paragraphs 2 and 3 above, the Conference of the Parties may wish
to recommend that the first report of Parties may focus on the measures taken for the
implementation of Article 6 of the Convention, as well as the information available
in the national country studies on biological diversity. In this regard, the Conference
of the Parties may wish to recommend the format contained in the annex of this rec-
ommendation. The content of such subject-oriented reports will be based on the out-
come of the deliberations of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties on
approaches and experiences related to the implementation of Article 6.

5. The subsequent national reports may focus on selected subjects contained in
the medium-term programme of work of the Conference of the Parties and the pro-
gramme of work of the SBSTTA.

6. Such subject-oriented reports may lead, at a later stage, to a comprehensive
report to be submitted by Parties on the implementation of the Convention.

7. 1In deciding on the form and intervals of national reports, due regard should
also be paid to the need to strengthen capacity-building of developing countries and
countries with economies in transition Parties, as well as to reflect the financial
implications of such decisions in the budget of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity, so as to establish adequate administrative and human capacities.
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ANNEX TO RECOMMENDATION I/5
POSSIBLE FORMAT OF NATIONAL REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 6

(a) Executive summary: a brief summary of the action plan report, stating suc-
cinctly the importance of biodiversity, the commitment to the Convention, the
mandate, the participants list, the biotic wealth and national capacity, the goals
and gaps, strategic recommendations and characteristics of the action (who will
do what, when, where, with what means and funding).

(b) Introduction: describe why biodiversity is important to the country and its
local communities. Explain the Convention and the nation’s commitment to its
provisions. Present the aim of the national biodiversity action plan and spec-
ify to whom it is directed.

(c) Background: describe the legal and policy framework that provides the man-
date and instructions for preparing the action plan report. Provide a short sum-
mary of the nation’s biotic assets, capacity (human resources, institutions,
facilities, and funding) and ongoing programmes. Explain the institutional
arrangements and responsibilities, with a view to informing people of the man-
ner in which the strategic recommendations will be implemented.

(d) Goals and objectives: state the vision for biodiversity and its place in the society,
focusing on its protection, scientific understanding, sustainable use, and on the
equitable sharing of its benefits and costs. The specific targets to meet the local,
national, and international goals in terms of protecting, assessing, utilizing, and
benefiting from biodiversity and its components need to be determined.

(e) Strategy: summarize the gaps between the current situation in the country and
the stated vision, goals and objectives. Summarize the strategic recommenda-
tions, including the activities, policies, and tasks that have been selected for
implementation to cover the gaps. Assign relative priorities to each.

(f) Partners: describe the public and private entities, communities and industries
that have participated in the process and have agreed to be responsible for par-
ticular activities and investments.

(g) Action: present the detailed activities, tasks and policies to be implemented.
Explain which partner (ministry, industry, indigenous group, NGO, or uni-
versity) will implement each item, where, and what measures the partners
will employ.

(h) Schedule: present a timetable for the implementation of the various tasks,
reflecting the priorities that have been assigned. Note signposts to help signal
progress or delay.

(i) Budget: provide the budget for the plan of action, showing funding require-
ments for operating expenses, capital purchases, transport, field costs, etc. List
the personnel needed by category of skill or background, the facilities and ser-
vices required, and possible international technical and financial cooperation.

(j) Monitoring and evaluation: explain the measures to be used for tracking the
results of the action plan and for monitoring changes in the economy, envi-
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ronment and society. Give the indicators that will be used. Present the indi-
viduals and organizations who will carry these responsibilities and how they
were selected. Note the audience for the reports, along with the document’s
content and timing of implementation.

(k) Sharing of national experience: present success stories on the implementation
of Article 6 which might be useful for other Parties.

DECISION 11/18 | Medium-Term Programme of Work of the Conference of
the Parties for 1996-1997

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION 11/19 | Location of the Secretariat

The Conference of the Parties
1. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

2. Decides to accept the offer of the Government of Canada, contained in doc-
ument UNEP/CBD/COP/2/Rev.1, to host in Montreal the Secretariat of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, established under Article 24 of the Convention;

3. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

4. Stresses that such a transfer should, to the maximum extent possible, minimize
the negative impact on the substantive preparation by the Secretariat of the meet-
ings to be convened in 1996 under the auspices of the Convention, and other
related activities;

5. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme to negotiate and finalize the headquarters agreement with the Government
of Canada;

6. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3].

DECISION 11/20 | Financing of and Budget for the Convention e

The Conference of the Parties
1-10. [RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

11. Decides to transfer to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties, for
further consideration, paragraph 4 of the Financial Rules contained in annex II of
the present decision;

12. Also decides to transmit paragraph 16 of the Financial Rules to the third meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties for further consideration.
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ANNEX I:
[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

Appendix | to Annex I:
[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

Appendix Il to Annex I:
[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

ANNEX II:
FINANCIAL RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST FUND
FOR THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY"

DECISION 11/21 | Venue and Date of the Third Meeting of the Conference
of the Parties

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION I1/22 ‘ Convening of Regional and Subregional meetings for
Parties to the Convention

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

DECISION 11/23 | Tribute to the Government and People of the Republic
of Indonesia

[RETIRED as per decision VI/27, paragraph 3]

The financial rules for the administration of the Trust Fund for the Convention on
Biological Diversity are reproduced in section V of this handbook.
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Decisions adopted by the third meeting

of the Conference of the Parties
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA, 4-15 NOVEMBER 1996

DECISION 11I/1 | Pending issues arising from the work of the second
meeting of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered paragraphs 4 and 16 of the financial rules for the administra-
tion of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity and paragraph
1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Decides to transmit to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, for
further consideration, paragraph 4 of the financial rules as contained in the
annex to the present decision;

2. Also decides to transmit to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties,
for further consideration, paragraph 16 of the financial rules as contained in
annex II of decision 11/20, entitled “Financing of and budget for the Convention”,
contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/19.

3. Further decides to transmit to its fourth meeting for further consideration
paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference
of the Parties.

ANNEX

“It is for the Conference of the Parties to determine the scale referred to in para-
graph 3(a) above. The scale is based on the United Nations scale of assessments for
the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations [adjusted to provide that
no developing country Party shall be required to pay more than any developed
country Party]. This scale of assessments shall apply unless amended by the Con-
ference of the Parties. The contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) shall be due
on 1 January of each calendar year.”

Appendix
Financial Rules For The Administration Of The Trust Fund
For The Convention On Biological Diversity®®

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention shall designate an organiza-
tion (hereinafter referred to as the Trustee) which shall establish and manage the

68 As contained in Annex II of decision II/20 and amended by the present decision.
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Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity (hereinafter referred to as
the Trust Fund) in accordance with these rules.

2. The Trust Fund shall be used for funding the administration of the Convention,
including the functions of the Secretariat.

3. The Trust Fund shall be financed from:

(a) Contributions made by Parties to the Convention based on the scale set
forth in the appendix to the budget;

(b) Additional contributions made by such Parties;

(c) Contributions from States not Parties to the Convention, as well as govern-
mental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and other
sources.

4. Ttis for the Conference of the Parties to determine the scale referred to in para-
graph 3(a) above. The scale is to be based on the United Nations scale of assess-
ments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations [adjusted to
provide that no developing country Party shall be required to pay more than any
developed country Party]. This scale of assessments shall apply unless amended by
the Conference of the Parties. The contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) shall
be due on 1 January of each calendar year.

5. All contributions shall be paid in United States dollars or their equivalent in a
convertible currency and into a bank account to be specified by the Trustee. In con-
version of currencies into United States dollars, the United Nations operational rate
of exchange shall be used.

6. Accounting records shall be kept in such currency or currencies as the Trustee
deems necessary.

7. (a) Budget proposals expressed in United States dollars covering the expen-
diture and income from contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) above shall
be prepared by the head of the Secretariat (hereinafter referred to as the Exec-
utive Secretary) for periods of two calendar years at the minimum. At least 90
days before the date fixed for the opening of each ordinary meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties, these budget proposals shall be dispatched by the
Executive Secretary to all Parties to the Convention.

(b) The budget shall, in accordance with rule 16, be approved by the Conference
of the Parties and, if necessary, be revised at an ordinary or extraordinary meet-
ing of the Parties.

8. Contributions referred to in paragraphs 3(b) and (c) shall be used in accor-
dance with any terms and conditions agreed between the Executive Secretary and
the respective contributor. At each ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Par-
ties, the Executive Secretary shall present a report on contributions received and
expected as well as their sources, amounts, purposes and conditions.

9. The Executive Secretary may commit resources against the Trust Fund only if
such commitments are covered by contributions already received. In the event that
the Trustee anticipates that there might be a shortfall in resources over the financial
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period as a whole, it shall notify the Executive Secretary, who shall adjust the bud-
get so that expenditures are at all times fully covered by contributions received.

10. The Trustee, on the advice of the Executive Secretary, may make transfers from
one budget line to another within the budget in accordance with the Financial Reg-
ulations and Rules of the United Nations.

11. Contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) above from States and regional
economic integration organizations that become Parties to the Convention after the
beginning of a financial period shall be made pro rata temporis for the balance of
that financial period. Consequent adjustments shall be made at the end of each
financial period for other Parties.

12. Contributions not immediately required for the purposes of the Trust Fund
shall be invested, and any interest so earned shall be credited to the Trust Fund.

13. It is for the Conference of the Parties and the Trustee to agree on an admin-
istrative support charge to be paid to the Trustee.

14. At the end of each calendar year, the Trustee shall transfer any balance to the
following calendar year and submit to the Conference of the Parties, through the
Executive Secretary, the certified and audited accounts for that year as soon as prac-
ticable. The Trust Fund shall be subjected to the internal and external auditing pro-
cedure of the United Nations as laid down in the Financial Regulations and Rules
of the United Nations.

15. In the event that the Conference of the Parties decides to terminate the Trust
Fund, a notification to that effect shall be presented to the Trustee at least six
months before the date of termination selected by the Conference of the Parties.
The Conference of the Parties shall decide, in consultation with the Trustee, on the
distribution of any unspent balance after all liquidation expenses have been met.

[16A. The Parties shall reach agreement by consensus on:

(a) The scale and any subsequent revision to it;
(b) The budget.]

[16B. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on the budget by con-
sensus. If all efforts to reach consensus on the budget have been exhausted and no
agreement has been reached, the budget shall, as a last resort, be adopted by a
[two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the Parties present and voting representing
a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the developing country Parties present
and voting and a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the other Parties pre-
sent and voting. |

17. Any amendments to these rules shall be adopted by the Conference of the Par-
ties by consensus.

461



462

HANDBOOK OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY | 3rd edition

Report and recommendations of the second meeting of
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice

DECISION Ill/2

[RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION 111/3 | Use of languages in the meetings of the Subsidiacrly
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/3,

1-2. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

3. Decides that the meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice will be held in the six official languages of the United
Nations and that the modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Tech-
nical and Technological Advice will be modified accordingly;

4. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION lil/4 | Clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate
technical and scientific cooperation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision 1/3 of the Conference of Parties, that a clearing-house mechanism
should be established, in accordance with Article 18, paragraph 3 of the Con-
vention, to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation,

Recalling also decision 1I/3 of the Conference of Parties on the development of the
clearing-house mechanism through the establishment of a pilot phase for 1996-
1997 and related activities to promote technical and scientific cooperation,

Having examined the note by the Executive Secretary, contained in document
UNEP/CBD/COP/3/4, which emphasizes the main features of the operational
framework of the pilot phase of the clearing-house mechanism, namely, informa-
tion linking and organization, visualization and the decision support function,

Noting that progress made to date in the implementation of the pilot phase has
produced valuable insights as to the future development of the clearing-house
mechanism and concerned that it is now time for these initial experiences to be
brought together and advanced in a systematic manner so as to ensure that the
clearing-house mechanism is expeditiously implemented in accordance with the
expectations of the Parties,



DECISIONS I11/2-111/4

Noting also:

(a) The crucial part played by technical and scientific cooperation on all aspects
of biological diversity, including taxonomy and transfer of technology, in ensur-
ing the capacity of the clearing-house mechanism to play an important role in
the implementation of the Convention;

(b) The need for the clearing-house mechanism to be clearly focused on the
implementation of the Convention;

(c) The need for the clearing-house mechanism activities to include information
exchange modalities additional to the Internet to ensure the participation of
Parties without Internet access;

(d) The need for capacity-building for the purposes of the clearing-house mecha-
nism in developing countries, including training on information systems tech-
nologies that will allow developing countries to take advantage of the recent
developments in electronic communication, including the Internet;

(e) The advantages of country-driven pilot projects focused on priority areas iden-
tified by the Conference of Parties which would enable developing countries to
begin to implement the main features of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
mechanism,

1. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

2. Requests the Global Environment Facility to support the activities referred to
in paragraphs (d) and (e) above as critical components in the implementation of the
clearing-house mechanism at the national, subregional and regional levels, includ-
ing in the pilot phase;

3. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
4. Also requests Governments and other bilateral and multilateral funding insti-

tutions, as far as possible and as appropriate, to provide funding for capacity-build-
ing related to the implementation of the clearing-house mechanism;

5. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

6. Emphasizes that the key characteristics of the clearing-house mechanism are,
inter alia, that it should be compatible with national capacities, needs-driven and
decentralized in nature, should provide access to meta-data, should provide sup-
port to the decision-making process, and should to the extent possible involve the
private sector;

7. Recommends that the clearing-house mechanism should disseminate, in addi-
tion to scientific and technical information, information on policy and management
issues relevant to the implementation of the Convention;

8. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

9. Recognizes that ownership of all information made available through the clear-
ing-house mechanism shall remain with the provider of the information;

10. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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11. Recommends that one important role of the clearing-house mechanism at the
national level should be to provide relevant information linkages to the national focal
points and relevant thematic focal points, in order to facilitate the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. Linkages to
patent offices in each country for up-to-date information on new patent registrations
and patents in the public domain provide an example of one mechanism;

12. Recommends that the work of the clearing-house mechanism at the interna-
tional level focus on providing thematic focal points for linking to the activities at
the national and regional level;

13. Recognizes that close cooperation is needed with other conventions and
agreements, and requests the Secretariat to identify those activities and organiza-
tions which could support the clearing-house mechanism, and to provide appro-
priate advice to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice at its next meeting;

14. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

15. Requests all Parties to designate their clearing-house mechanism national focal
points and make them operational as soon as possible;

16. Requests those Parties with access to the Internet to connect their national
clearing-house mechanism homepage to the Secretariat’s clearing-house mechanism
homepage on the Internet, where possible, and further requests the Executive Sec-
retary and partners to collaborate on the provision of advice to Parties and others
on, inter alia, the necessary layout and system specifications.

DECISION 11i/5 | Additional guidance to the financial mechanism

The Conference of the Parties,

Bearing in mind Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention,

Underlining the importance of paragraphs 1 and 4 of Article 20 of the Convention,
Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 6 of decision 11/6,

Recalling paragraph 6 of decision II/7, which emphasizes the importance of
capacity-building and requests the interim financial mechanism under the con-
vention to facilitate the urgent implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Con-
vention by making available to developing country Parties financial resources for
projects in a flexible and expeditious manner,

Recognizing that the Global Environment Facility, as stated in its Operational Prin-
ciples for Development and Implementation of its Work Programme will maintain
sufficient flexibility to respond to changing circumstances, including evolving guid-
ance of the Conference of the Parties and experience gained from monitoring and
evaluation activities,
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Recognizing further that the Global Environment Facility, in its operational criteria
for enabling activities for biodiversity, anticipates that these criteria will need to be
reviewed and revised on the basis of early implementation experience, as necessary,

Recognizing progress made by the Global Environment Facility, in particular, con-
cerning the Global Environment Facility decisions on medium-sized projects and
enabling activities,

Recognizing also difficulties encountered with the application of the Operational
Strategy of the Global Environment Facility, the project appraisal process, the appli-
cation of the criteria for determining incremental costs and the procedures applied
by the Implementing Agencies,

Recognizing further the need for a balanced implementation of the provisions of
the Convention,

Taking note of the report of the Global Environment Facility to the third meeting
of the Conference of the Parties, in which information was provided on the
efforts to ensure that funding of its activities is in conformity with the policy, strat-
egy, eligibility criteria and programme priorities of the Conference of the Parties,
and in particular, the expedited procedures adopted for enabling activities in the
biodiversity focal area,

1. Urges the Implementing Agencies of the Global Environment Facility to
enhance cooperation to increase efforts to improve the processing and delivery sys-
tems of the Global Environment Facility;

2. Decides to provide the following additional guidance to the Global Environment
Facility in the provision of financial resources in conformity with decisions I/2 and
11/6 of the first and second meetings of the Conference of the Parties. In this regard,
the Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources to developing coun-
tries for country-driven activities and programmes, consistent with national priori-
ties and objectives, recognizing that economic and social development and poverty
eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries:

(a) For capacity-building in biosafety, including for the implementation by devel-
oping countries of the UNEP International Technical Guidelines on Safety in
Biotechnology;

(b) For capacity-building, including taxonomy, to enable developing countries to
develop and carry out an initial assessment for designing, implementing and
monitoring programmes in accordance with Article 7, taking into account the
special need of small island States (Note: The Conference of the Parties
endorsed recommendation II/2 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice, concerning capacity-building for taxonomy);

(c) For supporting, as a priority, efforts for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity important to agriculture, in accordance with decision 3/11;

(d) For supporting the following activities as critical components in the imple-
mentation of the clearing-house mechanism at the national, subregional and
regional levels, including in the pilot phase, to which critical components the
Global Environment Facility shall give effect by implementing its revised
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operational criteria for enabling activities in relation to the clearing-house
mechanism as quickly as possible:

(i) capacity-building for the purpose of the clearing-house mechanism,
including training in information systems technologies that will
allow developing countries to take advantage of the recent devel-
opments in electronic communication, including the Internet;

(i) country-driven pilot projects, focused on priority areas identified
by the Conference of the Parties which would enable developing
countries to begin to implement the main features of the
pilot-phase of the clearing-house mechanism;

3. Reconfirms the importance of the Global Environment Facility’s support for
incentive measures, guidance for which was contained in Annex I to decision 1/2,
paragraph 4(i), taking note of decision I11/18;

4. Urges the Global Environment Facility, along with Governments, regional eco-
nomic integration organizations, and competent international, regional and
national organizations, to support human and institutional capacity-building
programmes for Governments, non-governmental organizations and local and
indigenous communities, as appropriate, to promote the successful development
and implementation of legislative, administrative and policy measures and guid-
ances on access to genetic resources, including scientific, technical, business, legal
and management skills and capacities;

5. Requests the Global Environment Facility to examine the support of capacity-
building projects for indigenous and local communities embodying traditional
lifestyles related to the preservation and maintenance of their knowledge, inno-
vations and practices relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biolog-
ical diversity with their prior informed consent and their participation;

6. Requests the Global Environment Facility, in preparing projects in conformity
with the Conference of the Parties guidance on policy, strategy, programme prior-
ities and eligibility criteria, to include in such projects, when relevant to the project’s
objectives and consistent with national priorities, project components addressing:

(a) Targeted research which contributes to conservation of biological diversity and
the sustainable use of its components including research for reversing current
trends of biodiversity loss and species extinction;

(b) Promotion of the understanding of the importance of, and measures required
for, the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;

7. [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION 1176 | Additional financial resources

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Article 21, paragraph 4, of the Convention, which states that “the Con-
tracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing financial institutions to pro-
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vide financial resources for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diver-
sity”, as well as Article 20, paragraph 2,

Recalling also decision 1I/6, by which it requested the Executive Secretary to
explore possibilities to identify additional financial resources, to continue to
monitor the availability of additional financial resources, and to study character-
istics specific to biological diversity activities to allow the Conference of the Par-
ties to make suggestions to funding institutions on how to make their activities in
the area of biological diversity more supportive of the Convention,

Recognizing the importance of identifying alternative sources of funding in support
of the Convention,

Taking note of elements contained in documents UNEP/CBD/COP/3/7 and UNEP/
CBD/COP/3/37,

1. Urges all funding institutions, including bilateral and multilateral donors as
well as regional funding institutions and non-governmental organizations, to
strive to make their activities more supportive of the Convention, taking into
account, inter alia, relevant elements contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/7;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To explore as soon as possible ways of collaborating with funding institutions
to facilitate these efforts to achieve greater support for the Convention;

(b) [RETIRED as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore further possibilities for encour-
aging the inv