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Statement at the High-level segment of the Seventeenth meeting of the parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity COP17



Astrid Puentes Riaño, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment 


As delivered

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues,

I am delighted to address you today, at this COP17, vital for the implementation of the CBD.

The importance of achieving the KMGBF targets transcends paper. The life of the planet depends on healthy biodiversity and ecosystems, on a healthy environment.  
     
Therefore, the slow pace of advancement, evidenced by the global review of collective progress is deeply concerning. 

It is a call for action at the CBD. And the CBD does not exist in a vacuum.  States should make sure that decisions at this COP are integrated and complementary with other international processes, aimed to protect the environment and preventing risks, including transboundary, as the International Court of Justice unanimously concluded in its recent Advisory opinion on climate. 

Additionally, conserving biodiversity cannot be achieved without protecting human rights including of Indigenous Peoples, people of African descent, campesinos, small scale fishers, women and girls, children and youth, LGBT community, people in poverty, and people with disabilities. 

States should guarantee access to information, participation and access to justice, protecting environmental human rights defenders and advancing gender equality, as agreed in the Framework. 

However, EHRDs in multiple territories - whose work, leadership and knowledge are protecting remaining biodiversity, are being attacked instead of protected.  

This directly undermines the realization of the framework.
     
To achieve the Framework it is crucial that human rights and the right to a healthy environment are at the core, as highlighted by the Armenian Presidency.

The ICJ in the AO unanimously affirmed that a healthy environment is essential to, a precondition for, and inherent for the enjoyment of human rights.

This is a legal obligation, and a catalyzer for the advancement of the outcomes needed.

Therefore, expressly including human rights and the right to a healthy environment across all COP’s decisions, NBSAPs, finance and biodiversity efforts is vital to advance the urgent pending solutions.

It must be a priority for State Parties, institutions, organizations, and everyone involved in biodiversity conservation. Without any delay.  
     
Here, in Armenia, in the Caucasus, a global biodiversity hotspot. A land and people who have learned and taught the world the importance of justice, parties must demonstrate their commitment to international law, international cooperation, and to biodiversity, by expressly including human rights and the right to healthy environment, avoiding regressive language and implementing international law in an integral way.

Thank you! ¡Gracias!
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