Statement on Science

Closing Plenary Statement
CBD COP-17, Yerevan, Armenia, 31 Oktober 2026

Mr. Chair,

I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of Switzerland and the following 55 States:

Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Cook Islands, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Our delegations reaffirm a principle fundamental to this Convention and to global environmental governance: the irreplaceable role of independent science as a basis for our decision-making.

We meet at a critical juncture, the mid-term point of the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. As expressed in the Yerevan Call to Action, we are determined to transform commitments into measurable actions and lasting results at all levels. The best available science supported by strong, trusted science-policy interfaces builds the basis for our actions moving forward.

In this regard, we underscore the vital contributions of IPBES, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. 

We also acknowledge the invaluable work of research institutions and the wider scientific community, the contribution of Indigenous and local knowledge, whose combined rigorous assessments underpin informed policymaking and whole of society engagement. We regret the increasing instances in which scientific evidence and its uptake has been challenged or constrained in political processes. The deliberations on IPBES and its assessments here in Yerevan at COP-17 remind us how fragile the science-policy interface becomes, when scientific integrity is not fully protected. 

Science-based decision-making is essential to understand and address the biodiversity challenges. Our delegations fully respect every State’s right to safeguard national interests, but science is not negotiable and must remain the basis for evidence-based policy making. 

For this reason, the scientific work laying at the foundation of our policies must remain independent and free from political or financial interference. Science must be policy-relevant without ever becoming policy-prescriptive. Its credibility depends on these principles.

We therefore call on all Parties to strengthen inclusive, transparent, and well-resourced science-policy interfaces, defend scientific integrity, and ensure that environmental governance at all levels is guided by sound scientific evidence. By doing so can we ensure the clarity, coherence, and trust needed to navigate current environmental challenges and advance sustainable development for all.

Thank you, Chair
