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20 December 2004

Dear Madam/Sir:
Re: Financial Support Available for the Preparation of the Third National Reports
Reference is made to paragraph 17 of decision VII/20 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity with respect to national reporting in which the Conference of the Parties:

“Invites the Global Environment Facility to provide the necessary financial support to facilitate the preparation of the third national reports by the Parties.”

In view of the notification (SCBD/I&O/NR/MC/43988) dated 23 July 2004, in which Parties are requested, pursuant to paragraph 8 decision VII/25 B,  to submit their third national reports by 15 May 2005, the Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Global Environment Facility wish to advise eligible Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity that financial support has been made available from the Global Environment Facility for the preparation of the third national reports:
1.
It is proposed that eligible country Parties may request GEF assistance  up to US$20,000 for preparing their third national report through their current enabling activities in the area of biological diversity.  

2.
A letter from the GEF focal points to request such an assistance should be sent to the Implementing Agency which is helping or has helped the country’s enabling activity project in the area of biological diversity. 

3.
The resources will be channeled through existing enabling activities. For those countries which have completed their enabling activities, the GEF Implementing Agencies will prepare a medium-sized project for the GEF to disburse the resources on an expeditious manner based on the requests received from eligible countries. 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurance of our highest consideration.

Len Good






Hamdallah Zedan

Chief Executive Officer/ Chairman



Executive Secretary

To: 
All National Focal Points of the Convention on Biological Diversity


All Focal Points of the Global Environment Facility

	Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Secretariat

1818 H Street, NW

Washington, DC 20433, USA

Tel.: 1 202 473 0508; Fax: 1 202 522 3240/3245

Email: gef@thegef.org
	Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Secretariat

413 St. Jacques, Suite 800

Montreal, Canada H2Y 1N9

Tel.: 1 514 288 2220; Fax: 1 514 288 6588

Email: secretariat@biodiv.org 



[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]_987922019.doc


�












