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1. Opening 
The Regional Capacity-building Workshop on the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit‑sharing for Africa will be held in Kampala, Uganda from 9 to 13 June 2014.  
The workshop will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 9 June 2014 and registration will take place from 8:30 a.m. at the Grand Imperial Hotel.
2. Venue
The workshop will be held at:

Grand Imperial Hotel

Plot 6/6a Nile Avenue, 

P.O. Box 7195 

Kampala, Uganda

Tel:  +256-752-744200; +256-414-311048
Fax:  +256-041-303333 

E‑mail: kidi@hoteleq.com
Website: www.imperialhotels.co.ug 

National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) contact information for any queries:

1. Mr. Francis Ogwal

Mobile: +256 772517045

fogwal@nemaug.org/osabinofrancis@yahoo.com
2. Ms. Monique Akullo

Mobile: +256 754837935

makullo@nemaug.org/makullo@hotmail.com
3. Working language of the workshop
The workshop will be held in English and French.
4. Documents
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The workshop pre‑session documents will be available on the Secretariat’s web site at: 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=ABSWS-2014-06.

In order to minimize the environmental footprint of the workshop and in line with the UN policy towards greener meetings, participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the pre-session documents as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the workshop.
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5. General information on access to Kampala, Uganda 
Kampala is serviced by Entebbe International Airport and is located 40 km from the airport.  Taxis are available outside the arrivals hall of the airport.  The Grand Imperial Hotel offers a shuttle service at a cost of US $41 per person per one-way trip. 
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Visa information 
Participants requiring an entry visa for Uganda are strongly advised to contact the nearest Ugandan diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required visa in a timely manner, prior to departure. A list of Ugandan diplomatic/consular missions abroad is available on the website of the Uganda Ministry of Foreign Affairs: http://www.mofa.go.ug (click on the “Missions Abroad” tab at the top of the page). Please note that some airlines may not allow boarding without a valid visa. 
Below is a listing of countries that do not require an entry visa to visit Uganda.
Countries that do not require a visa to enter Uganda
	Angola
	Grenada
	Singapore

	Antigua and Barbuda
	Jamaica
	Solomon Islands

	Bahamas
	Kenya
	St-Vincent and the Grenadines

	Barbados
	Lesotho
	Swaziland

	Belize
	Madagascar
	Tonga

	Burundi
	Malawi
	United Republic of Tanzania

	Comoros
	Malta
	Vanuatu

	Cyprus
	Mauritius
	Zambia

	Eritrea
	Rwanda
	Zimbabwe

	Fiji
	Seychelles
	

	Gambia
	Sierra Leone
	


Information on the visa application procedures and additional information on obtaining a visa for Uganda can be found on the websites of the Uganda Ministry of Internal Affairs, Directorate of Citizenship and Immigration Control or the Ugandan Embassy/High Commission in your country.  The general visa application requirements are listed below: 
1. A passport valid for at least six months from the date of entry into Uganda.
2. Two duly completed visa application forms. 

3. Two colour passport-size photos taken within the past six months. 

4. An International Certificate of Vaccination for Yellow Fever. 

5. An invitation letter. 

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request visa assistance letters to be attached to the visa applications.
For participants coming from countries with no Ugandan Embassy/High Commission, arrangements are being made so that they can acquire their entry visa at the airport upon arrival. Those participants are advised to send scanned copies of the front pages of their passports by e-mail to: Mr. Francis Ogwal (fogwal@nemaug.org,osabinofrancis@yahoo.com) and Ms. Monique Akullo (makullo@nemaug.org; makullo@hotmail.com) with a copy to the Secretariat (secretariat@cbd.int) as soon as possible for consolidation and transfer to the immigration office of Uganda.  They are also urged to respond quickly to any communications requesting for additional information.
7. Health information


A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required from travellers entering Uganda from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission.  As in all tropical countries, malaria is prevalent all year-round.  It is recommended to take a quinine-based prophylactic before, during and for one week after your stay in Uganda.  Participants need to take medical precaution and treatment readily available around the country.

The international travel, health and vaccination requirements for travel to Uganda can be obtained from the World Health Organization (WHO) web site at:  

http://www.who.int/ith/chapters/ith2012en_countrylist.pdf.

For more information, please consult a medical professional with regard to the vaccination requirements for your travel.
8. Hotel information
A block booking has been made at the Grant Imperial Hotel (the workshop venue) on behalf of all sponsored participants. The conference package includes a single deluxe room with breakfast, internet, lunch and coffee breaks. All personal expenses including laundry, phone calls, room services, etc., will be paid by participants upon check out. 

Non-sponsored participants may wish to contact Mr. Kidi Stone kidi@hoteleq.com at the hotel directly to avail themselves of the special negotiated rate.  The special rate for a single room with breakfast, internet, lunch and coffee breaks is US $135 plus applicable taxes.  Please.  The hotel contact details are listed below:
Grand Imperial Hotel

Plot 6/6a Nile Avenue 

P.O. Box 7195 

Kampala, Uganda

Tel:  +256-752-744200; +256-414-311048

Fax:  +256-041-303333 

E‑mail: kidi@hoteleq.com
Website: www.imperialhotels.co.ug 
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Information on other hotels in Kampala can be found on the following web site:  http://www.hotelsinuganda.com/.    
9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA) 

Sponsored participants will receive the relevant portion of their DSA on the first day of the workshop.
10. Official languages in Uganda
The official languages in Uganda are English and Swahili.
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Weather and time zone information  
In June, the temperatures in Kampala range between a maximum of 27°C during daytime and a minimum of 17°C at night.  Current weather conditions can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/168/c01328.htm. 
The standard time zone in Uganda is GMT/ UTC +3 hours.
12. Electricity 
The electrical currents in Uganda are 240 Volts, 50 Hertz, the type of plug is shown in the illustration below.
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13. Currency 
The currency in Uganda is the Ugandan Shilling (UGX).  The exchange rate as at 28 April 2014 is 1 US$ = 2,510.00 UGX and 1 € = 3,493.15 UGX (rates are subject to change). 

Banking hours are usually from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm from Monday to Friday and from 8:00 am – 12:00 noon on Saturdays.  Closing times may be an hour longer in some private banks. Most banks including Stanbic Bank, Standard Chartered Bank, Barclays Bank work through lunchtime.  VISA and Master cards are accepted.

14. Disclaimer
The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibilities for medical, accident and travel insurances, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other losses that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended that participants secure international medical, accident and travel insurances for the period of participation prior to departure. 
-----
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