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Summary of the GEF-6 Biodiversity Strategy and Funding

The GEF-6 Biodiversity Focal Area Strategy comprises 4 major objectives:

1. Improve sustainability of protected area systems;

2. Reduce threats to globally significant biodiversity;

3. Sustainably use of biodiversity; and

4. Mainstream biodiversity conservation and sustainable use into 
production landscapes and seascapes and production sectors.

These four objectives are divided into 10 programs …….













Summary of the GEF-6 Biodiversity Strategy and Funding

Objective 2. Reduce threats to globally significant biodiversity;

o Program 3: Preventing the Extinction of Known Threatened
Species;

o Program 4: Prevention, Control and Management of Invasive Alien
Species; and

o Program 5: Implementing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
(CPB)





Summary of the GEF-6 Biodiversity Strategy and Funding

Objective 4. Mainstream biodiversity conservation and sustainable use
into production landscapes and seascapes and production sectors

o Program 9: Managing the Human-Biodiversity Interface ;

o Program 10 : Integration of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
into Development & Finance Planning.





STAR v. Program

1. Under the STAR, most SIDS are in the Group, with the base 
allocation in GEF-6 of $2 mn. for Biodiversity, increased from 
$1.5 mn.

2. Cape Verde, Cuba, Fiji, Jamaica, Seychelles, and [Sri Lanka] 
have individual allocation based on the Global Benefits Index 
(GBIbio)

3. Each Program has a provisional funding envelope, but in reality 
the amount allocated to each is determined by country 
demand; projects are approved on a first-come first-served 
basis until resources are fully utilized.



1. STAR aggregate floor increased to $6 million ($3 million in the 
climate change focal area; $2 million in the biodiversity focal 
area; and $1 million in the land degradation focal area).  

2. Marginal adjustment simplified

3. MSP ceiling – now $2 million

4. Countries are expected to present project concepts to the full 
value of their focal area allocations (or full value of the total 
country envelope for “flexible” countries) by December, 31, 
2017.

GEF Project Cycle Changes in GEF-6



1. Co-finance ratio for the entire GEF portfolio is set at 6:1 and 
will vary from project to project and focal areas (but can 
include both in-kind & cash).  Ratio will be defined through the 
incremental reasoning principle.

2. STAR country allocations to be published by 30 June 2014

3. PPG now included in PIF template.

4. PIF and 1-step MSP templates at: 
http://www.thegef.org/gef/guidelines_templates

GEF Project Cycle Changes in GEF-6



GEF Project Cycle















Medium-Sized Projects

Single –step ApprovalSingle –step Approval

Agency submits final MSP 
project document for CEO 

approval*

Agency submits final MSP 
project document for CEO 

approval*

GEF Agency completes 
implementation followed by 

evaluation and financial closure

GEF Agency completes 
implementation followed by 

evaluation and financial closure

Two-step  Approval  

(if PPG is needed)

Two-step  Approval  

(if PPG is needed)

Agency submits PIF/PPG for CEO 
approval

Agency submits PIF/PPG for CEO 
approval

Agency submits final MSP project 
document for CEO approval*

Agency submits final MSP project 
document for CEO approval*

GEF Agency completes  
implementation followed by terminal 

evaluation and financial closure

GEF Agency completes  
implementation followed by terminal 

evaluation and financial closure

* Agency approves MSP after CEO approval of the project and starts implementation.









Programs Accessible to GEF 
Agencies with a Board

Programs Accessible to all GEF Agencies

Agency approves individual PIFs 
under the program

CEO endorses final project
documents

Agency approves final project 
according to Agency internal rule

Council approves Program 
Framework Document (PFD) through 

WP Submission

Agency starts project 
implementation through completion

Council endorses Program 
Framework Document (PFD) 
through WP submission and 

approves PIFs submitted with PFD

Council approves
subsequent set of PIFs 

under the PFD 
submitted through WP

Agency approves final project 
according to  Agency internal 

rule

Agency starts project 
implementation through 

completion

CEO endorses final project 
documents





www.cbd.int/sp/sp2010p

www.cbd.int/nbsap


