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BIODIVERSITY TOOLS AND THEIR APPLICATION
BACKGROUND
In order to address the current unsustainable rate of biodiversity loss, indicators are
needed which make transparent the impacts of production systems and consumption
patterns on biodiversity. Today, more than ever, this is needed because the
interconnectedness of global business means that environmental impacts often occur
far from the local point of consumption and are not easily indentified due to limited
traceability. Life cycle and supply chain tools have the potential to enable businesses,
financial institutions and consumers to become aware of these links and to take action.
Carbon footprinting is one example of a life cycle-based sustainability assessment tool
which is becoming widely adopted by business and will likely become mainstream in
many markets. Water footprinting and forest footprinting are other life cycle-based
initiatives which are each gaining the attention of business. There is strong interest in
incorporating biodiversity impacts into life cycle assessment (LCA). However, the
development of simple, operational, biodiversity indicators which can be applied across
a supply chain at various scales and in multiple landscapes has not been
straightforward. This session will highlight best practice and emerging case study
evidence and explore mechanisms to increase the uptake of biodiversity tools by the
business sector.
PURPOSE AND ISSUES TO ADDRESS
In this session, stakeholders from around the world will focus their discussions on
responding to the following issues:

 The capacity of existing biodiversity tools to meet the demands of industry for
product and supply chain characterization in different environments and
operational settings.
 Lessons from existing efforts to implement biodiversity value chain management
and identification of barriers to increased uptake
 Identification of industries and applications where early adoption should be
encouraged
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