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CBD decision XI1/6, paragraph 11(a) (2014)

“To prepare, subject to the availability of resources, a study on key
capacity-building and awareness-raising needs regarding cooperation
with other multilateral environmental agreements at the national level as
an input for the workshop”
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CBD Survey 2015

Aim: Collect data on key capacity-building and awareness-raising needs

regarding cooperation at the national level

18 questions covering; *Geographic distribution of respondents
*  Cooperation in the implementation of the biodiversity-related conventions

*  (Capacity-building and awareness-raising needs to enhance cooperation in the implementation of
the biodiversity-related conventions

*  Tools, methods and opportunities

*  Other Multilateral Environmental Agreements
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Key results (I)

* Respondents to the survey considered awareness-raising on the potential benefits
of enhanced cooperation and collaboration as very important (8.8/10)

* Many survey respondents considered the awareness-raising needs in biodiversity
conservation in more general terms.

* There is a considerable overlap between capacity-building needs and awareness-
raising needs

* Most frequently identified needs identified relate to:

» Communication and networking, in particular among NFPs;
» Cooperation of stakeholders involved in the implementation of the conventions;

> Knowledge and information sharing on biodiversity, sustainable use and the
biodiversity-related conventions;

» Stakeholder engagement and partnership building;

> Biodiversity mainstreaming
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Category of need Examples of specific needs | Benefits Challenges
identified

A better knowledge of other Increase synergy and Powers and different
environmental conventions, its cooperation institutions for agencies in
legal framework and its charge of the application.
implementation at national

level.

Enhancing understanding of the Understanding is an essential Institutions (incentives, working
various MEAs, and how they first step, without which change norms etc.) don't encourage

relate to each other and to the is unlikely developing broad
role of an individual (NFP or understanding, cooperation
other).

Knowledge of objectives and
functions of other MEAs (17)

Role and objectives of the Global integration and joint Ministerial agendas and regional
convention, key areas and link implementation priorities, individual can fail to
with country priorities influence

Training on  the  different Improved capacities to manage. Lack of funds.
conventions

Title Date




Key results (II)

» There are already a number of learning opportunities and tools
* No critical need to develop new tools or mechanisms

» Useful to strengthen existing tools and mechanisms, including raising awareness on their
existence. These include in particular:
= (Cooperation mechanisms for NFPs
» Meetings or workshops on issues related to one or multiple of the biodiversity-
related conventions

* Important to take advantage of ongoing or planned capacity-building activities at the
different levels of governance that would benefit from having cooperation among the
biodiversity-related conventions prominently on the agenda
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Points for discussion

e Awareness-raising regarding cooperation vs awareness-raising on biodiversity?;

e capacity-building needs and awareness-raising needs = two separate need
groups ?

e Identification of the level of governance at which specific needs should be

addressed;
e The types of activities that should be fostered to address the needs;

e Specific ongoing or planned initiatives/events that would benefit from having
cooperation among the biodiversity-related conventions prominently on the agenda;

e Existing tools and mechanisms to address capacity-building and awareness-raising
needs regarding cooperation that should be strengthened and guidance on how they
should be strengthened.
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Key terms and definitions

Capacity

The ability of individuals, organisations and networks to perform their roles or
function/s effectively, efficiently and in a sustainable manner. This includes the
abilities, understandings, awareness, beliefs, attitudes, values, relationships,
behaviours, motivations, resources and external conditions that enable individuals,
organisations, networks and broader social systems to carry out functions and
achieve their objectives over time.

Capacity-building

The process by which individuals and groups, including organisations, institutions
and countries, plan, develop, enhance, review and re-organize their systems,
resources and knowledge; all reflected in their abilities, individually and collectively,
to perform functions, solve problems and achieve objectives.

Awareness-raising

A process which opens opportunities for information exchange in order to improve
mutual understanding and to develop competencies and skills necessary to enable
changes in social attitude and behaviour.
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Key terms and definitions

Levels of capacity-building and awareness-raising needs

Individual needs
Needs of the individuals (national officials, including NFPs of the conventions or
other key stakeholders) working on the implementation of the conventions.

Organizational needs

Needs at the organizational level, referring to the clarity of roles, functions, goals and
processes within an organization, as well as the relationship between different levels
within the organization or institution.

Systemic needs

Needs within the overall governance structure in a country, including the number of
organizations and institutions, their designated roles and responsibilities, their
interaction, as well as the level of and mechanisms for interaction of different
stakeholders groups.
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