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The new InforMEA learning platform

United Nations Information Portal on

Environmental Agreements

InforMEA harvests COP decisions, niews, meelings, membership, national focal points
and reports from MEAS. Information is organised by terms from MEA COP agendas.

InforMEA s a project of the MEA Information and Knowledge Management (IKM)
Initiative with the support from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Management
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Treaties

Browse more than 50 global and regional -
environmental reiated treaties. Read texts,
decisions, consult the list of parties and focal
points. Print nice reports about treaties with
geographical coverage maps and figures.
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Challenge

* Large number of MEAs

» Proliferation of governance processes / challenges of
policy coordination at the global level

* |nformation overload

* How can Governments keep track with limited
implementation capacity at the national level?

» Complex reporting requirements
» How can a strong unique body of IEL be ensured?
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MEA IKM Initiative

Cooperates on knowledge management to support Parties
Promotes common standards
Enhancement of technical expertise in MEA Secretariats
Maintains a one-stop web portal on MEAs (InforMEA)

Governance
Co-chaired by CITES and UNEP (DELC)
Established in June 2010

Annual Steering Committee Meetings and inter-sessional
Working Group Meetings
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MEA IKM Initiative

« CBD * Ozone (Montreal Protocol)

* CITES * Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
* CMS (and AEWA) Conventions

» Plant Treaty ITPGR-FA * Minamata Convention

> Ramsar * [SAICM]

» UNESCO-WHC * UNECE (5 MEAs)

» UNCCD * Regional Sea Conventions

« UNFCCC * Further regional Conventions

(Carpathian, Caspian Sea)

Observers: EMG, IUCN, UNEP-WCMC, FAO

Contractors: IUCN Law Centre (with FAO), IUCN Academy, IISD
Report Services, Legal Resource Initiative, Eau de Web

UNEP: DELC IKM Team in Geneva, DEWA, DEPI, DCPI...

Donor: European Union
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InforMEA

* Main product by the MEA IKM Initiative
* One Stop Portal on MEA information
* Content
— 10 000 COP/MOP decisions and treaty texts
— 5000 National Reports, over 450 National Plans

— Country and treaty profiles
— Ajoint MEA calendar

— Law and Environment Ontology
— 18 introductory E-learning courses on MEAs
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InforMEA

What MEAs agreed and implemented for InforMEA:

- Common format and schemas (data management)

- Technical interoperability (harvesting mechanism)

- Semantic interoperability (Law and Env. Ontology- LEO)

- Content as applicable (E-learning)

2011-12
2012-13
2013-16

2016-18

Promoting collaboration and exchange
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Conceptualization/Proof of Concept

Fundraising/Project development
InforMEA Phase | (EU, MEAs, UNEP)

Evaluation

InforMEA Phase Il
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InforMEA

Courses (informea.org/e-learning)
18 short and structured introductory courses on MEAs

Developed with the MEAs

Over 1400 registered users from 152 countries obtained more than
600 certificates since early 2015

Chinese, French, Russian, Spanish translation ongoing

) InforMEA

Welcome to InforMEA Learning Platform

The InforMEA E-Learning Tool aims at building knowledge and greater understanding of International Environmental Law (IEL). It provides
educational and training materials on IEL concepts and the dev i mentation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements
(MEAs). Learners can complete one or several courses a ss individual lessons according to their needs and
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InforMEA

Feedback from Learners (E-learning)

”This was my first time in doing such introduction course on line.
This e-learning on introduction course to CBD assisted me to clearly
understand the fundamentals of CBD. ... .”

“..1did enjoy the course and indeed it has added value to my
performance and enhanced my capacity as an environmental
enforcement officer of my Organization”

(1) The objectives of the course were clearly defined

- Strongly Agree: 19 (35.85 %)

- Agree: 33 (62.26 %)

- Neutral: = 1(1.89 %)

- Disagree: = 0

- Strongly Disagree: =0

(2) The topics covered were relevant

- Strongly Agree: ————————— 24 (45.28 %)

- Agree: ——————— . [ (5094 %)
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InforMEA

Law and Environment Ontology (LEO) -

a multi-stakeholder semantic standard

of expertise among MEAs

Mindful of normative nature of definitions under each treaty
Establishes a common language among MEAs
To allow for better retrieval of information

MEAs agreed on
— Methodology for development
— Selection of executing institution (IUCN ELC)
— Technical support platform (FAO’s VOCBench)
— Interface and name

Review and joint evolution of first version of LEO
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Next Steps
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Evaluation/User Survey (ongoing)
Usability improvements
Further technical implementation

Applying LEO — organizing content with less resources
and more efficiently

Consultation, conceptualization and project
development of InforMEA Project phase |l
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