
Workshop  
on Synergies Among the  

Biodiversity-related conventions 

Mandate 
And 

Objectives 



Biodiversity-related conventions 

Convention on Biological Diversity CBD 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)  
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals CMS 
The International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 
Convention on Wetlands (the Ramsar 
Convention)  
World Heritage Convention (Unesco WHC)  
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)  

 



The need for synergies has been recognized in international fora: 
•Paragraph 89 of the Rio +20 outcome document: “….We encourage parties to 
multilateral environmental agreements to consider further measures, in these and other 
clusters, as appropriate, to promote policy coherence at all relevant levels, improve 
efficiency, reduce unnecessary overlap and duplication and enhance coordination and 
cooperation among the multilateral environmental agreements, including the three Rio 
conventions, as well as with the United Nations system in the field” 

 

•Several decisions of the seven governing bodies: CBD decisions IX/27, X/20, XI/6; CITES 
resolution 16.4, CMS resolution 11.10, Ramsar resolution XII/3, etc.  

•CBD decision XII/6 establishing a party-led process to enhance synergies and improve 
efficiency 



COP 12 Decision XII/6 
 

5.Encourages Parties to improve cooperation among biodiversity-related conventions and other 

organizations at all levels to enhance effectiveness and efficiency in the implementation of the 

objectives of the Convention; 

6.Decides, subject to the availability of resources, to establish a regionally balanced informal advisory 

group, composed of two members per region, selected by the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention on Biological Diversity on the basis of nominations by Parties, to prepare, in consultation 

with the Secretariat, prior to the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation, a workshop 

with the task to prepare options which could include elements for a possible road map, for 

Parties of the various biodiversity-related conventions to enhance synergies and improve 

efficiency among them, without prejudice to the specific objectives and recognizing the 

respective mandates and subject to the availability of resources of these conventions, with a 

view to enhancing their implementation at all levels; and invites the Liaison Group of the 

Biodiversity-related Conventions to participate in the informal advisory group;  

8.Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to transmit to the 

Conference of the Parties of each of the biodiversity-related conventions the results of its project 

on improving the effectiveness of and cooperation among biodiversity-related conventions and 

exploring opportunities for further synergies; 

9.Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to organize the workshop 

referred to in paragraph 6 above…  

11.Requests the Executive Secretary: (a)To prepare, subject to the availability of resources, a study on 

key capacity-building and awareness-raising needs regarding cooperation with other multilateral 

environmental agreements at the national level as an input for the workshop; (b)To transmit the 

report of the workshop to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation for consideration at its first meeting 

and subsequently to the Conference of the Parties for consideration at its thirteenth meeting; 

 

 

 



OBJECTIVES 
 

 

 
At the end of the workshop, participants have: 
 
A set of options, including any elements of a possible road 
map, for Parties of the various biodiversity-related 
conventions to enhance synergies and improve efficiency 
among them, with a view to enhancing their implementation 
at all levels.  These will be included in the report of the 
workshop and transmitted to the first meeting of the 
Subsidiary Body on Implementation of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity to be held from 2 to 6 May 2016 

https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13369


Key questions 
 

What options for Parties to be included in the outcomes 

of the workshop, which would enhance synergies and 

improve efficiency  amongst the 7 biodiversity-related 

conventions in 8 thematic areas, so that the 

implementation of the conventions would be enhanced?   

 

What elements might be included in a possible road 

map? 

 

Thank You 
 

 

https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13369
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13369

