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Ramsar Convention: the first major       
international environmental treaty 

• Aims to promote wise use of wetlands, stop their loss and degradation 
and keep providing their ecosystem services  

o Signed in 1971 in the city of Ramsar, Iran 

• 169 Contracting Parties (Kuwait joined in 2015) 

• Commits member states to wise use of all wetlands, and naming and 
protecting “Wetlands of International Importance”  

• 2,227 Ramsar Sites worldwide cover a total area of  nearly 215 million 
hectares or 2.15 million km² (i.e. an area larger than Indonesia) 

• Number of designated Ramsar Sites is up from 2,021 in 2000 
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What are Wetlands? 

• Short definition: land areas that are flooded with water, either seasonally or 
permanently 
o Inland wetland types: 

 Marshes, peatlands, water meadows, ponds, lakes, rivers, flood plains and swamps 

o Coastal wetland types: 
 Mangroves, saltwater marshes, seagrass beds, estuaries, lagoons and coral reefs 

• Constructed wetlands include fish ponds, saltpans, rice paddies, WWT 
lagoons  

• Ranging in size from less than one hectare to the transboundary Pantanal 
tropical wetland in Brazil, Bolivia, and Paraguay (around 15 million hectares 
= a similar size to Nepal) 

 



Wetlands are being rapidly lost in the 
development process worldwide 

State of the World’s Wetlands Report 2015 : 
 

• 64% of wetlands have been lost since 1900 
 
• 76% of species populations  of wetlands 

lost over last 40 years (WWF Living Planet 
report 2014)  

 
• Wetlands Extent Index  

o 40% loss of wetland area between 1970 and 
2008 in 1000+ surveyed sites 

 
• World population: from 7 billion now to 9 

billion by 2050 
o More people seeking a better life 
 
 

 

Wetlands Extent Index 



Vision for 4th Strategic Plan (2016-2024) 

“Wetlands are conserved, wisely used and restored, 
and their benefits are recognized and valued by all” 
  
 Supporting countries to achieve wise use of wetlands alongside development 
 
 Ramsar’s approach is designed around four Strategic Goals:  

 

I. Addressing the drivers of Wetland Loss & Degradation 
II. Conserving and managing Ramsar Sites 
III. Using Wetlands Wisely 
IV. Enhancing Implementation of the Strategic Plan 

 



2015 provided a unique policy opportunity : 
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 Wetlands 
in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 

Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all  [Water Goal] 

Target 6.6 :  Protect and restore water-related ecosystems,  

including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers & lakes 

 

Goal 15 : Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems…halt and reverse land degradation 
and halt biodiversity loss [Biodiversity Goal] 

Target 15.1 : Ensure conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater 
ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, 
wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with 
obligations under international agreements  



Bodies of the Ramsar Convention 
 

The Conference of 
the Contracting 

Parties 

the policy-making body 
of the Convention 

The Standing 
Committee 

overseeing 
implementation between 

meetings of the 
Conference of Parties 

The Scientific and 
Technical Review 

Panel 

The 
Communications, 

Education, 
Participation and 

Awareness 
Oversight Panel 

Advisory bodies 

Decision-making bodies 

The Secretariat  
carrying out the 
day-to-day work 

of the 
Convention  

Administrative body 



How do we work?: Special Partners 

The “Biodiversity Liaison 
Group”, a group of seven 
global conventions on 
biodiversity 

• UN Watercourses   
  Convention, New York 
 
  
• UNECE Water  
  Convention, Helsinki 

http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WbNb46K3TsLvJM&tbnid=iP3eoJqYP6_yaM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.insme.org/insme-newsletter/2011/issue_n_91_september_2011.html/&ei=7KhdUuiVKom54AS39oGQDA&psig=AFQjCNEbqUIIY1HY__qgQM83KJl5X7b30w&ust=1381956204740486
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/
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How do we work?: Special 
Partners 
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Links with other Conventions:  

 Ramsar: lead implementation partner on wetlands since 
CBD COP3  

 Joint Work Plans since 1998- Current 5th  Joint Work Plan 
(2011-2020) 

 joint development of technical guidance and programme 
implementation 

 Collaboration making available each other’s guidance to 
respective Parties/adopting each other’s guidance for 
common national implementation 

 Collaboration on Target 6.6 taskforce 

 

 MOU since 1997-current  from 2012 
 Joint Work Plan  
 with CMS and African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird 

Agreement (AEWA) 

 collaboration on migratory waterbirds, turtles etc. & cross-
cutting issues 

 site networks and technical information 
 

http://www.cms.int/index.html


Links with other Conventions:  

 MOU with World Heritage Convention -1999 

 Joint programme of work with Man and the Biosphere 
Programme (MAB) - 2002 

 protected areas monitoring and management 

 consolidation & expansion of management planning 
guidance : harmonization at site level 

 Multiple Internationally Designated Sites : project, 
guidelines and upcoming Resolution at World Conservation 
Congress 2016 (includes UNESCO Global Geoparks)   

 
 
 

 MOU - 1998 
focus on key role and value of wetlands in drylands 
focus on collaboration at regional and national levels 
 New focus on Land Degradation Neutrality (SDG 

target 15.3) 
 



Status of national-level synergies 

 Ramsar COPs have strongly urged collaboration between focal points for 
many years 
• Strategic Plan actions/COP decisions (Resolutions) 
 

 analysis of 131 National Reports to Ramsar’s COP12 provides insights: 
• Mechanisms exist in many countries to share information with Focal 

Points of other MEAs: 55% 
• Focal points of other MEAs in National Wetlands Committees: 45%  

 
but 
• do not appear to always work effectively 
• focal points ‘guard’ role with one convention?   
• At COPs/subsidiary bodies meetings delegations often not briefed by other 

conventions’ focal points 
  

 
 



Thank you! 
Dr.  Ania Grobicki 
Acting Secretary General of Ramsar Convention 

Email : grobicki@ramsar.org Website : www.ramsar.org  
 

Key message : healthy wetlands are important 
assets for all countries – and working with 
other conventions will help wetlands to survive   

mailto:grobicki@ramsar.org
http://www.ramsar.org/

