
 

  

WORSHOP ON SYNERGIES  

AMONG THE BIODIVERSITY-RELATED 

CONVENTIONS 

 

Geneva, Switzerland 

8-11 February 2016 
 

 
Dr. Mechtild Rössler  

Director of the UNESCO Division of Heritage 

and of the World Heritage Centre 

Secretary of the World Heritage Convention 



191 States Parties 

 

1.031 properties: - 802 cultural 

  - 197 natural 

  - 32 mixed 

 

93 properties : Biodiversity-based criteria  

(ix) : …significant on-going ecological and biological processes… 

(x)  : …significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation  

of biological diversity… 

Basic facts on the World Heritage Convention 



Overlaps between different designations 

 

95 Ramsar sites  69 WH properties 

 

210 Ramsar sites  169 Biosphere Reserves 

 

46 sites are Ramsar + World Heritage + Biosphere Reserves 

 

 Need to reinforce the synergies  

 for conservation activities and 

 integrated management 

Internationally designated areas 



Biodiversity Liaison Group (BLG) 
 

Decision 33 COM 5C (2009) 

Continue cooperation with other MEAs through the BLG….. 

to enhance synergies and coherence… 

 

Decision 37 COM 5A (2013) 

Continue cooperation with the BLG to create future synergies between the 

Conventions and joint activities……to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets 

 

Decision 38 COM 7 (2014) 

Strengthen cooperation with CITES……to control illicit trade of flora and 

fauna…. 

 

Cultural Conventions Liaison Group (CCLG) 

UNESCO–SCBD Joint Program on Biocultural Diversity 

World Heritage Committee decisions 



Reactive monitoring (“SOC”) 
•Frequency: ad-hoc basis 

•Action:  Secretariat; States Parties;  

 Advisory Bodies; civil Society  

•Decision:  World Heritage Committee 
 

 

Periodic Reporting (“PR”)  
•Frequency: 6-year cycle 

•Action: State Party-driven 
 

 

2005 Berlin PR reflection meeting with WCMC 

2015/17: on-going PR reflection 

Reporting processes 



State of Conservation Information System: 

• http://whc.unesco.org/en/soc 

• 3,147 SOC reports (= 663 on biodiversity sites) 

• 1,690 States Parties reports 

• 1,250 mission reports 

• 136 States Parties (= 51 for biodiversity sites) 

• 512 sites (= 74 biodiversity sites) 

• 83 standard threats 

Information & Knowledge Management 



UNFCCC COP21 

30 Nov.-12 Dec. 2015 

Le Bourget, Paris 

 

40th session of the World Heritage Committee 

10-20 July 2016 

Istanbul, Turkey 

 

IUCN World Conservation Congress 

1-10 September 2016 

Hawai’i, USA 

Key events 



 

  

 

Thank you very much! 

 

whc.unesco.org 
 


