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The Biodiversity Agenda 

The Convention 
on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) 

Biodiversity 
MEAs 

Regional 
Biodiversity 
Agreements  

•Over-
arching 

•Issue 
Specific 

•Site/Issue 
Specific 



Key Issues 

• Varied mandates 

• Differential priorities 

• Coordination among governing and 
scientific bodies 

• Crowding  at implementation 

• Challenges of capacities 

• Financial needs  

• Uneven impacts 



Decision making, Implementation 

COPs and SBSTTAs/SCs/SBI 

Other Multilateral Processes such 
as UNEA (previously UNEP GC) 

UNGA, ECOSOC and others (2030 
Sus. Dev. Agenda, SDGs) 



Key Triggers suggesting Synergies 

• National Reporting – CBD and Ramsar  

• JIU Report of the UN 

• Helsinki meeting – 2010 

• Work under Environment Management Group 
of UN 

• Adoption of the CBD Strategic Plan 2010 

• Biodiversity Liaison Group (BLG) decision 

• Strategic Plans of MEAs post 2010 

• 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda 

 

 



MEA responses 

MEAs COP Decisions 

CBD XII/6;   XI/6;   X/20 

CITES 16.4 

CMS 11.10;    10.25 

ITPGRFA 8/2011; 10/2015 

Ramsar Convention XI/6 

WHC 37 COM 5 A 



Why Cooperate and Work for 
Synergies ? 

  Maximizing impacts 

  Improving efficiency 

  Managing capacities and human 
 resources better 

  Minimizing gaps  

  Optimizing resources 

  Enhancing local reach  



What cooperation and synergies is 
not about ? 

• Its not about centralizing power 
and mandate 

• Its not about minimizing costs 
(alone) 

• Its not about reducing influence 

• Its not about compromising the 
impact 



Current Discussions  

Not about issues of administrative 
focus 

 

   BUT 

 

About programmatic cooperation and 
effective delivery at national level  



UNEP’s Role  

• UNEP GC/GMEF decision SS.XII/3 
(2012) 
– Invites the Executive Director to 

undertake, as appropriate, further 
activities to improve the effectiveness of 
and cooperation among multilateral 
environmental agreements, taking into 
account the autonomous decision-making 
authority of the conferences of the parties 
(CoP) 

• Paragraph 89 – the Future We Want 
Document  (2012) 

 



Process for elaboration of options for further 
collaboration and cooperation 

 

Online survey, 
2 Expert 
meetings 

(2014-2015) 

Options Paper (Sep. 
2015) 

CPR  Briefing (3 rd 
December 2015) 

Open Ended 
CPR Meeting 

(February 2016) 

UNEA-2 
(May 
2016) 



Outcomes: Options Paper 
 

Options paper includes 

• 7 interlinked thematic areas 

• 28 identified options for enhancing synergies 

• 88 action points for addressing options, with key 
actors identified 

• Options and actions build on existing initiatives and 
experiences 

Expected achievements of the outcomes 

• Coherent  implementation at various levels 

• Increased cooperation between and amongst 
biodiversity related MEAs 

• Enhanced impact of delivery along with agencies like 
UNEP 



Options – 7 Themes 

Institutional 
Collaboration 

NBSAPs 

Reporting. 
monitoring 

Science-
Policy 

Information 
management 

and 
Awareness 

Funding and 
resource 
efficiency  

Capacity 
building 



Moving forward the synergies agenda ! 

Can Synergies and 
Mainstreaming be different? 

 

–Achieving mainstreaming 
without synergies ? (CBD, 
CITES, CMS) 

 

–Achieving synergies 
without mainstreaming ? 
(CBD, ITPGRFA) 

 

 

 

COP 13 Focus on 
Mainstreaming 



Some recent developments 

  UNEP Source Book 

  On-line e.learning module 

  Guidance to NBSAPs 

  Links with 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 Development 

  South-South Workshop 

  Possible support to national action, COP 
 (CITES and CBD) related actions 

 


