
Workshop  
on Synergies Among the 

Biodiversity-related conventions 

Preparatory process 
Informal Advisory Group 

Thematic Issue Areas 



 

•Early 2015: Planning and mobilizing resources for 
decision XII/6 (contributions from the Governments of 
Finland and Switzerland) 
•May 2015: Establishment of informal advisory group 
on the basis of nominations received from Parties (CBD 
notifications 27 February and 19 May 2015 ) 

Preparatory activities  



Informal advisory group concerning cooperation 
among the biodiversity-related conventions  

…regionally balanced informal advisory group, composed of two members per region, selected by the 

Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity on the basis of 

nominations by Parties… 

…to prepare, in consultation with the Secretariat, prior to the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 

Implementation, a workshop with the task to prepare options which could include elements for a possible 

road map, for Parties of the various biodiversity-related conventions to enhance synergies and improve 

efficiency among them…  

REGION COUNTRY MEMBER 

Africa Benin Mr. Mensah Bienvenu Celestin Bossou 

Sudan Ms. Sawsan Khair Elsied Abdel Rahim Mustafa 

Asia-Pacific India Dr.V.B. Mathur 
Palau Ms. Gwendalyn K. Sisior 

CEE Bosnia and Herzegovina  Mr. Mehmed Cero 

Georgia Ms. Maka Bitsadze 

WEOG Canada Mr. Greg Filyk 

Finland Ms. Marina von Weissenberg 

GRULAC Mexico Ms. Margarita Caso Chávez 

Peru Ms. Roxana Solis Ortiz 

Members of the informal advisory group 

 



 

•June-December 2015: Series of teleconferences between 
IAG members and BLG representatives, including 
preparatory documents and  minutes of the meetings  (30 
June, 30 July, 9 September, 3 December 2015) 
•17-18 September 2015: face-to-face meeting in Geneva, 
including IAG members, BLG representatives and technical 
resource persons from international organizations  

Preparatory activities  



• September 2015-January 2016: Coordination and liaison among the 
secretariats, bureaux, standing committees or other appropriate 
processes, regarding the selection and nomination of party 
representatives from the biodiversity-related conventions. Invitations, 
collection of case studies, national and regional consultations by 
Parties. 

• November-December 2015: Survey and preparation for the study on 
capacity-building needs and awareness raising needs (CBD notification 
of 18 November 2015), in collaboration with UNEP-WCMC 

• 20 and 27 January 2016: webinars on the UNEP Project on “Improving 
the effectiveness of and cooperation among biodiversity-related 
conventions and exploring opportunities for further synergies” 

• 8-11 February 2016: Workshop on Synergies Among the Biodiversity-
related Conventions 

 

 

Preparatory activities  



 

•The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets, and national biodiversity strategies and action plans 

•Institutional arrangements and coordination mechanisms 

•Information and knowledge management 

•National reporting, monitoring and indicators 

•Communication and awareness-raising 

•Science-policy interface 

•Capacity building 

•Resource mobilization and utilization 

Areas for enhanced synergy/cooperation among the conventions  



Way forward 

The workshop report and a note from the Executive Secretary of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will be presented to the first 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation for its review and in 
preparation for the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 
the CBD 

 
•First meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation 2 - 6 May 2016, Montreal, 
Canada 

•Thirteenth meeting of the CBD Conference of the Parties 4 - 17 December  2016, 
Cancun, Mexico 


