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Note by the Executive Secretary

I.
BACKGROUND

1. In decision BS-I/3, paragraph 12, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety decided to review the implementation of the Biosafety Clearing-House at its second meeting, and requested the Executive Secretary to submit a progress report to that meeting, with a view to developing a longer-term programme of work for the Biosafety Clearing‑House.

2. In response to that request, the Secretariat undertook an internal review of the Biosafety Clearing-House, basing its results on a survey of users conducted during August and September 2004, together with database statistics and website analytics compiled after the launch of the operational phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House on 27 February 2004.  The preliminary results of the review have been circulated to members of the Informal Advisory Committee as document UNEP/CBD/BS/BCH‑IAC/1/3.
3. The present note contains some proposed elements for a multi-year program of work for the BCH, developed on the basis the outcomes of the review, as well as activities that are drawn from the modalities of operation of the BCH.  Committee members are invited to provide comments on these elements.

II.
PROPOSED ELEMENTS OF A MULTI-YEAR PROGRAMME OF WORK

4. The following section presents potential programme elements for discussion, and outlines the objectives and possible actions that may be taken to achieve these objectives.  Committee members are invited to provide the Secretariat with their suggestions for further development of the programme of work.

5. It is understood that the programme of work will also include ongoing implementation of relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, as appropriate.

Programme element 1:  Structure and function of the Central Portal

Objective:  Improve categorization of information on the Biosafety Clearing-House in response to identified needs of users.

Possible activities:

· Revise structure of the BCH navigation bar in accordance with input received from the BCH survey and other views submitted to the Secretariat, while maintaining as much of the existing structure as is feasible.  Main actor: Secretariat, with input from Governments and relevant organizations. Timeframe: annual.  
· Review existing common formats with a view to updating the structure as required, to enable full reporting of information, while maintaining backwards compatibility with existing information-exchange partners.  Main actor: Secretariat, with input from Governments and relevant organizations.  Timeframe: annual.
· Expand controlled vocabularies as required to reflect changing technologies and types of information that are being reported to the BCH. Main actor: Secretariat, with input from other organizations maintaining multilingual thesauri. Timeframe: biannual.
· Maintain support for interoperability options with partner Governments and organizations.  Main actor: Secretariat with input from Governments and relevant organizations.  Timeframe: ongoing.
Programme element 2:  Information content and management 

Objective:  Increase the amount of information that is currently being reported to the BCH, and ensure it is provided in a timely manner.

Possible activities:

· Collate information relating to obligations of Governments to provide certain data within particular time-limits and make this more visible through the BCH.  Main actor: Secretariat.  Timeframe: To be made available by mid-2005.
· Review user documentation and online help functions and update these in order to provide greater assistance during the process of providing data to the BCH.  Main actor: Secretariat, in collaboration with capacity-building organizations.  Timeframe: biannual.
· Appoint National Focal Points (or, where appropriate, Institutional Focal Points) for the Biosafety Clearing-House, to actively make information available through the Biosafety Clearing‑House.  Main actor:  Governments.  Timeframe: To be appointed by mid-2005.
· Identify constraints on making information available in a timely manner and implement strategies to overcome these difficulties.  Main actor:  Governments.  Timeframe: December 2005.
· Compile existing biosafety information required to be reported under the Protocol (see annex I) and ensure it has been made available to the BCH where appropriate.  Main actor:  Governments.  Timeframe: December 2005.
· Review existing information in the Biosafety Clearing-House to ensure it has been accurately reported and categorised.  Main actor:  Governments.  Timeframe: quarterly.
Programme element 3:  Capacity-building and Non-Internet accessibility

Objective: Ensure that countries without good access to the Internet-based Central Portal are able to access information through the BCH in a timely manner.

Possible activities:

· Expand the functionality of the simple national BCH application to allow users to download records from the Central Portal of the BCH to a local server.  Main actor: Secretariat, if adequate resources are made available.  Timeframe: mid 2006.
· Examine the feasibility of expanding existing web features to enable distribution by email and fax (for example, participation in discussion forums).  Main actor: Secretariat, if adequate resources are made available.  Timeframe: December 2005.
· Circulate regularly updated CD-ROM versions of information in the Biosafety Clearing-House to those users without good access to the Internet.  Main actor: Secretariat, if adequate resources are made available.  Timeframe: biannual.
Programme element 4:  Sharing information on and experience with LMOs

Objective:  Make a broader range of biosafety information accessible to users of the BCH.

Possible activities:

· Continue to develop the Biosafety Information Resource Centre.  Main actor: Secretariat.  Timeframe: to be completed by mid-2005.
· Collect biosafety information and make it available through the Biosafety Information Resources Centre.  Main actor: Governments and relevant organizations.  Timeframe: biannual.
· Make use of information-sharing mechanisms such as discussion forums and online conference facilities through the BCH to facilitate a broad exchange of views on experience with LMOs.  Main actor:  Secretariat with Governments and relevant organizations.  Timeframe: as appropriate.
· Consult among national, regional, sub-regional and institutional centres with relevant expertise, as well as non-governmental organizations and the private sector, to maximize use of existing experience and expertise.  Main actor: Secretariat with relevant organizations.  Timeframe: Initial consultations to be completed by June 2006.
Programme element 5:  Review of activities

Objective:  Ensure that the programme of work is achieving the goals of the BCH effectively.

Possible activities:

· Conduct a second review of the Biosafety Clearing-House, and compare improvements against existing baseline data.  Timeframe: for consideration at COP-MOP-4.

Annex   

EXTRACT FROM THE MODALITIES OF OPERATION OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING‑HOUSE (SECTION A: ROLE OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE)

The role of the Biosafety Clearing-House in the provision and exchange of information in support of implementation of the Protocol, is clearly articulated in the Protocol. At a minimum, the Biosafety Clearing-House has a role in providing access to information relating to:

	(a)
	Existing national legislation, regulations and guidelines for implementing the Protocol, as well as information required by Parties for the advance informed agreement procedure (Article 20 paragraph 3 (a));


	(b)
	National laws, regulations and guidelines applicable to the import of LMOs intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing (Article 11 paragraph 5);


	(c)
	Bilateral, multilateral and regional agreements and arrangements (Articles 14 paragraph 2 and 20 paragraph 3 (b));


	(d)
	Contact details for competent national authorities (Articles 19.2 and 19.3), national focal points (Articles 19 paragraph 1 and 19 paragraph 3), and emergency contacts (Article 17 paragraph 3 (e));


	(e)
	Reports submitted by the Parties on the operation of the Protocol (Article 20 paragraph 3 (e));


	(f)
	Decisions by a Party on regulating the transit of specific living modified organisms (LMOs) (Article 6 paragraph 1);


	(g)
	Occurrence of unintentional transboundary movements that are likely to have significant adverse effects on biological diversity (Article 17 paragraph 1);


	(h)
	Illegal transboundary movements of LMOs (Article 25 paragraph 3);


	(i)
	Final decisions regarding the importation or release of LMOs (i.e. approval or prohibition, any conditions, requests for further information, extensions granted, reasons for decision) (Articles 10 paragraph 3 and 20 paragraph 3(d));


	(j)
	Information on the application of domestic regulations to specific imports of LMOs (Article 14 paragraph 4);


	(k)
	Final decisions regarding the domestic use of LMOs that may be subject to transboundary movement for direct use as food or feed, or for processing (Article 11 paragraph 1);


	(l)
	Final decisions regarding the import of LMOs intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing that are taken under domestic regulatory frameworks (Article 11 paragraph 4) or in accordance with annex III (Article 11 paragraph 6) (requirement of Article 20 paragraph 3(d));


	(m)
	Declarations regarding the framework to be used for LMOs intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing (Article 11 paragraph 6);


	(n)
	Review and change of decisions regarding intentional transboundary movements of LMOs (Article 12 paragraph 1);


	(o)
	LMOs granted exemption status by each Party (Article 13 paragraph 1);


	(p)
	Cases where intentional transboundary movement may take place at the same time as the movement is notified to the Party of import (Article 13 paragraph 1); and


	(q)
	Summaries of risk assessments or environmental reviews of LMOs generated by regulatory processes and relevant information regarding products thereof (Article 20 paragraph 3 (c)).
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* 	UNEP/CBD/BS/BCH-IAC/1/1.
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