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ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA








1.  The Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety was established by Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (UNEP/CBD/COP/2/19).  It held its first and second meetings in Aarhus, Denmark 22-26 July 1996, and Montreal, Canada 12-16 May 1997, respectively. The Report of the second meeting is contained in document UNEP/CBD/BSWG/2/6.  The Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety will hold its third meeting in Montreal, Canada , from 13-17 October 1997.





Item 1.		Opening of the meeting





2.  The meeting will take place at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Building, in Montreal.  The meeting will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 13 October 1997, by the Chairperson of the Working Group, Mr. Veit Koester (Denmark).





Item 2.		Adoption of the Agenda





3.  The Working Group will consider and adopt the agenda.





Item 3.		Organization of Work





4.  The Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group may wish to agree on the organization of its work with a view to fulfilling the mandate entrusted to it within the time frame agreed upon by the Conference of the Parties.





5.  Depending on the rate of progress on issues, the Working Group may find it appropriate to organize some aspects of  the remaining work on the basis of  sub-Committees with agendas designed to keep related topics, and the national expertise required to address them, within the same sub-Committee.





Item 4.		Elaboration of a Protocol on Biosafety in Accordance with 


Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties





6.   In its second meeting, the Working Group established a mechanism to enable governments to develop draft negotiating text on selected items which were discussed during the meeting.  The Working Group met in Aarhus, Denmark in 1996, and in Montreal, Canada, in 1997. In the report of the first meeting, the Working Group adopted a list of items that could be included in a protocol on biosafety.  





7.  In pursuance of the decisions made by the Ad hoc Working Group at its second meeting, the Secretariat has prepared the following documents to assist the Working Group in its deliberations:





Chairman’s review of items addressed in country submission prior to the Second Meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/2);





Compilation of government submissions of draft text on selected items (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/3);





Compilation of draft text prepared by the Secretariat on selected items (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/4);





Government submissions (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/5);





Compilation of definitions and terms relevant to a biosafety protocol (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.1);





Background document on existing international agreements related to biosafety (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.2);





Study on existing international information sharing systems  (UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.3).





8.  The Working Group agreed to proposals from the floor to hold two informal information sharing sessions on “Commodity Trading” and “Socio-economic Considerations”.  The Secretariat agreed to provide facilities for these informal sessions on Monday, 12 October 1997, outside of the official business of the meeting.





Item 5.		Dates and Venues of Meetings of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working 


Group on Biosafety in 1998





9.  In adopting the terms of reference of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group, the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group should endeavor to complete its work in 1998.





10.  To facilitate the preparation of future meetings, the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group may wish to agree on the dates, duration and venues of its meetings in 1998.














Item 6.		Adoption of the Report





11.  The meeting will consider and adopt its report. The report will be presented by the Chairperson of the Open-ended Ad hoc Working Group on Biosafety to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Annex to Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties.





Item 7.		Closure of the meeting





12.  The meeting will be closed on Friday, 17 October 1997.
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Annex I





	The Bureau





In its Decision III/20, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity decided, inter alia:





“(a)  That each of the five groups of States referred to in section 1, paragraph 1, of General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII), of 15 December 1972, shall send to the Secretariat nominations for two representatives to the Bureau as soon as possible, and in any event before the commencement of the second meeting of the Open-ended Ad hoc Working Group established by the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties in decision II/5”;





“(b)  That the Bureau shall remain in office, under the chairmanship of Mr. Veit Koester (Denmark), until the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties”;





©  During the second meeting of the Working Group, the Bureau was constituted on the basis of the nominations made at the Conference of the Parties and those received thereafter by the Secretariat.  In accordance with decision III/20, paragraph 1 (b), the Bureau shall remain in office until the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to be held in May 1998.  The Bureau members are:





Mr. Veit Koester (Denmark) (Chairman)


Mr. Behren Gebre Egziabher Tewolde (Ethiopia)


Mr. Sateeaved Seebaluck (Mauritius)


Mr. Diego Malpede (Argentina)


Mrs. Sandra Wint (Jamaica)


Dr. Ervin Balazs (Hungary)


Dr. Alexander Golikov (Russian Federation)


Dr. Antonio G.M. La Vina (Philippines)


Mr. Bum Soo Kwak (Republic of Korea)


Mr. David Gamble (New Zealand)





Item 3.		Organization of Work





1.  The terms of reference for the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group are set out in the Annex to Decision II/5.  Paragraph 2(a) of this Annex requires the Working Group to “elaborate, as a priority, the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Sections I, II and III, paragraph 18(a) of Annex I of the report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety” (Document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/7:  the “Madrid Report”) and endorsed by Decision II/5 adopted by the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  Paragraph 2(b) of this Annex requires the Working Group to “consider the inclusion of the elements from Section III, paragraph 18(b) and other elements, as appropriate”.





2.  Further, Paragraph 3 of the Annex to Decision II/5 requires that “the development of the draft protocol shall, as a priority:  elaborate the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the process; include consideration of the form and scope of advance informed agreement procedures; identify relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology.”





Item 4.		Elaboration of a Protocol on Biosafety in Accordance with 


Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties





1.  At its second meeting held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 6 to 17 November 1995, the Conference of the Parties agreed to seek solution to the concerns related to biosafety “through a negotiation process to develop in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, a protocol on biosafety, specifically focusing on transboundary movement of any living modified organism resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, setting out for consideration, in particular, appropriate procedure for advance informed agreement”.  To this end, the Conference of the Parties decided to establish an Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group under the Conference of the Parties.
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Annex II











List of Documents for the Third Meeting of the


Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety











Symbol						Title





UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/1				Provisional Agenda








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/1/Add.1			Annotated Provisional Agenda








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/2				Chairman’s review of items addressed by country submission at BSWG/2








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/3				Compilation of government submissions of draft text on selected items








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/4				Compilation of draft text prepared by the Secretariat on selected items 








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/5				Government submissions








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.1			Compilation of definitions and terms relevant to a biosafety protocol








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.2			Background document on existing international agreements related to biosafety








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/Inf.3			Study on existing international information sharing systems











- - - - -


�











 





 





UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/1/Add.1


Page �page \* arabic�6�








UNEP/CBD/BSWG/3/1/Add.1 


									           Page �page \* arabic�5�  











/...





/...











/...








CBD











