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REPORTS OF THE INTERSESSIONAL MEETINGS OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE FOR THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE

1. In accordance with decision BS-1/3, the Secretariat periodically seeks assistance from an Informal
Advisory Committee (BCH-IAC) with a focus on providing guidance to the resolution of technical issues
associated with the development of the Biosafety Clearing-House.

2. The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith, for the information of the seventh meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the
summaries of outcomes of the two past meetings held on 17 April 2013 online, and 2-4 April 2014 in
Ispra, Italy at the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission.
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SUMMARY OUTCOMES OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE

. INTRODUCTION

1. In section 5 of the modalities of operation of the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH), adopted in
decision BS-1/3, the meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Cartagena Protocol (COP-MOP) stated that the Secretariat “may seek assistance from an informal advisory
committee, constituted and coordinated by the Executive Secretary in a transparent manner, with a
particular focus on providing guidance with respect to resolution of technical issues associated with the
ongoing development of the Biosafety Clearing-House.”

2. At its seventh meeting, held in Montreal from 28 to 30 March 2012, the Informal Advisory
Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH IAC) expressed its support for increasing the exchange
of information through the use of an online facility, in accordance with the request by the COP-MOP in its
decision BS-V/2, and volunteered to conduct one meeting using the online format to test its feasibility and
success.

3. Accordingly, the eighth meeting of the BCH-IAC was conducted using the online format, through
five online discussion groups held in the BCH-IAC Forum which finally culminated in a real-time online
teleconference which was held through a webinar platform provided and managed by the UNEP-GEF BCH
Il Project.

4, The online events were attended by experts selected from: Belarus, Brazil, C6te d'lvoire, European
Union, Fiji, Germany, Ghana, Honduras, India, Jamaica, Kenya and the Philippines. The National Focal
Point for the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH-NFP) of the United States of America and representatives
from the following organizations also took part in the meeting as observers: Bayer Cropscience, ECoNexus,
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP). An invited expert from the Czech Republic and Canada’s BCH-NFP
were unable to participate.

1. ONLINE DISCUSSION GROUPS

5. The online discussions were held through the BCH-IAC Forum between 19 March and 16 April
2013. The discussions commenced with the posting of the following four questions regarding the BCH
modalities of operation (decision BS-1/3, annex) and the relevant BCH operational objectives of the
Strategic Plan.

e In your opinion, is the BCH currently guided by the principles of inclusiveness, transparency and
equity, and open to all Governments?

¢ In your opinion, has the BCH built up its functions and activities in response to clear and identified
demand, and based on available experience and resources?

e In your opinion, has the BCH improved upon the accuracy and quality of information submitted to
and retrieved from the BCH?

¢ Do you have any general comments or suggestions regarding the current status of the BCH?

6. In subsequent discussions, participants were also invited to provide their feedback on the following
aspects of the BCH: (a) BCH developments since the seventh meeting of the BCH-1AC; (b) pending
recommendations of the BCH-IAC; (c) the improving number of mandatory information registered in the
BCH by Parties as of January 2013; and (d) implementation of the COP-MOP 6 requests to the Executive
Secretary on the operation and activities of the BCH.
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7. A short survey was also conducted by the Secretariat among the participants to collect additional
information on the assessment of the current version of the BCH. Participants were requested to assess
various fundamental components of the BCH and make recommendations for further improvement.

1. REAL-TIME ONLINE TELECONFERENCE

8. A real-time online teleconference was convened by the Executive Secretary on 17 April, between
12:00 and 15:00 UTC/GMT to further discuss the relevant issues and make recommendations.

9. The online meeting was opened by Mr. Charles Gbedemah, Principal Officer, Biosafety Protocol.
In his statement Mr. Gbedemah emphasized the importance of the work of the BCH-IAC, highlighted the
cost saving component of the process and expressed the support of the Secretariat for the new online
format of the BCH-IAC. Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo, Scientific and Technical Information Officer, Biosafety
Protocol, facilitated the discussions throughout the remainder of the meeting.

10. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (attached as annex 1) and deliberated on the
following items:

@) Developments in the BCH and ongoing projects. Participants agreed that a highly positive
consensus was reached in response to the opening questions of the discussion group; in particular the
BCH-IAC agreed that:

° The BCH is currently guided by the principles of inclusiveness, transparency and
equity, and open to all Governments;

° The BCH has built up its functions and activities in response to clear and
identified demand, and based on available experience and resources; and

° There has been a clear improvement in the accuracy and quality of information
submitted to and retrieved from the BCH.

(b) Outcomes of the conclusions and recommendations of the sixth and seventh meeting of the
BCH-IAC. The participants were invited to provide further comments, taking into consideration the
interventions posted in the online discussion group, and made recommendations as reflected in annex Il of
this report.

(© Outcomes of the BCH-IAC Survey. Results of the online survey on the BCH were
presented to the participants. The following eight BCH components were assessed as ‘Very Good’ the
‘Home’ page, ‘The BCH’ section; ‘The Protocol’ section, the ‘Finding Information’ section, the
‘Registering Information’ section, the ‘Resources’ section, the ‘Completeness of National Records’ page
and the Common Formats. The ‘Help’ section of the BCH was rated as ‘Good’. Participants also provided
further comments on the specific recommendations resulting from the survey.

(d) Ongoing collaboration with the UNEP-GEF project for continued enhancement of
building capacity for effective participation in the UNEP-GEF BCH Il Project. Progress reports of the
project were presented by Ms. lleana Lopez (Project Manager - BCH Project, UNEP-DELC) and
Mr. Ernesto Ocampo (BCH Specialist — BCH project). Participants also provided feedback on possible
future development of capacity-building projects related to the BCH.

(e) Requests to the Executive Secretary from the sixth meeting of the COP-MOP. Participants
made suggestions on the implementation of the requests to the Executive Secretary, on the operation and
activities of the BCH, from the sixth meeting of the COP-MOP.
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1. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

11. At the end of the deliberations on the items outlined in the provisional agenda, the Informal
Advisory Committee agreed on the following conclusions and recommendations, attached hereto as annex
I, for the consideration of the Executive Secretary in the implementation of the programme of work for the
BCH. Annex 111 to this report contains the list of participants to the meeting.

12. Mr. Ferraiolo thanked all of the participants for their kind inputs and closed the meeting at 15:20
UTC/GMT on Wednesday, 17 April 2013.
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Annex |

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Opening of the meeting.

Organizational matters:

(@)
(b)

Adoption of the agenda;

Organization of work.

Substantive issues:

(©)
(d)

(€)
)

(9)

Other matters.

Developments in the Biosafety Clearing-House and ongoing projects;

Outcomes of the conclusions and recommendations of the sixth and seventh meetings of
the Informal Advisory Committee on the Biosafety Clearing-House;

Outcomes of the BCH-1AC Survey;

Ongoing collaboration with the UNEP-GEF project for continued enhancement of building
capacity for effective participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH-II); and

Requests to the Executive Secretary from the sixth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP-
MOP).

Conclusions and recommendations.

Closure of the meeting.
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Annex 11

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE AT ITS SEVENTH MEETING

The Informal Advisory Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House

1.

Commends the Secretariat for having implemented the majority of its recommendations since the
sixth and seventh meetings of the BCH-IAC;

Further commends the Secretariat for improving the user-friendliness of the BCH;

Recognizes that the content registered by BCH users needs further improvement;

Recommends that the Secretariat:

vii)

viii)

xi)

Takes action on the remaining recommendations from the sixth and seventh meetings of the
BCH-IAC;

Develops a better interactive, practical and simplified online training tool in the field of risk

assessment;

Continues to provide BCH training Webinars in languages other than English, in particular
on the submission and retrieval of information in collaboration with the UNEP-GEF BCH
Project;

Provides additional information in the BCH’s Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) with
regard to LMO registration to clarify when a new LMO needs to be registered in the BCH;

Indicates in the LMO dedicated table if the LMO is approved, prohibited or approved with
conditions;
Increases the visibility of the ‘Help’ section;

Also increases the visibility, on the ‘Finding Information’ and ‘Resources’ web pages, of
links to training and educational materials, especially those developed under the UNEP-GEF
BCH I & II Projects;

Continues to liaise with Parties to provide complete and accurate information through the
BCH and with a special emphasis on decisions on LMOs that are registered in the
Biotradestatus database but not in the BCH;

Continues with the translation of BCH content into the 6 official UN languages;

Increases public awareness, education and participation efforts to expose more relevant
stakeholders (e.g. civil society, industry, academia, etc.,) to the benefits of retrieving and
registering biosafety information in the BCH in order to assist them in their daily
decision-making tasks by, among other things: (a) better promoting the use of the AJAX
plugin which can provide free access to registries on LMOs, genes, organisms, etc.; (b)
developing interactive educational tools for children and youth (elementary school,
secondary school and university) on the Cartagena Protocol, the BCH and risk assessment;
(c) continuing to launch online forums on biosafety targeting wide-ranging audiences; and
(d) continuing to liaise with BCH-NFPs in order for them to provide complete and accurate
information through the BCH; and

Conducts a comprehensive quality assessment survey of all BCH stakeholders and continue
to explore interoperability possibilities between the BCH and other databases (e.g. OECD
and FAO) in accordance with the requests of COP-MOP 6.
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5. Takes note that the Common Format for Biosafety Experts registered in the BCH’s Roster of
Experts is too detailed and recommends its significant simplification. The IAC further recommends that
this be brought to the attention of the Parties at the seventh meeting of COP-MOP for review and action.

6. Supports the continuation of the UNEP-GEF BCH project (as requested by the Parties in decisions
BS-1V/2 and BS-V/2) to all eligible countries (as requested by UNEP) in order to improve the quality and
quantity of information registered in the BCH, following the extension and success of the project.

7. Reiterates the need for online forums to take place on all major computer operating systems,
including Linux; and

8. Recommends that future intersessional meetings of the BCH-IAC be conducted in the online
format except those which take place prior to the COP-MOP, as these should be held in the traditional
‘face-to-face’ format with online discussions preceding the meeting.
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1. Dr. Carlos Alberto Almendares Ordonez

Jefe del Departamento de Certificacion de Semillas
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria
Secretaria de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Colonia Loma linda norte, ave. la FAO
Tegucigalpa, Feo. Morazan, Honduras

Tel.: +504 33942546

Fax: +504 22310786

E-Mail: calmendares81@yahoo.com
Web: http://www.senasa-sag.gob.hn/

. Dr. Joachim Bendiek
Head of Unit 405
Genetic Engineering
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety
Mauerstrasse 39-42
Berlin D-10117, Germany
Tel.: +49 30 18444-40500
Fax: +49 30 18444-40099
E-Mail: 405@bvl.bund.de; joachim.bendiek@bvl.bund.de
Web: http://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Home/homepage_node.html

. Mr. Rahul Chand
National Coordinator Biosafety Program
Environment Department
Ministry of Local Government, Urban Development, Housing and
Environment
19 Mcgregor Road
Suva, Fiji
Tel.. +679 3311699 [111]; +679 9992163
Fax: +679 3312879

Annex 11
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A.

E-Mail: rahul.chand@environment.gov.fi; rahularvindchand@gmail.com

Web: http://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Home/homepage_node.html

. Dr. Suzanne Davis

Senior Research Officer - Jamaica CHM

Natural History Museum of Jamaica

Institute of Jamaica

10-16 East Street

Kingston, Jamaica

Tel.: +1876 922 0620 (last digit up to 6)
Fax: +1876 922 1147
E-Mail: chm@nhmi-ioj.org.jm; sdavis@nhmj-ioj.org.jm
Web: http://jamaicachm.org.jm/~bch//

. Mr. Gutemberg Delfino Sousa

Technical Assistant
National Biosafety Committee
Ministry of Science Technology and Inovation
Setor Policial Sul -SPO Area 5 Quadra 3 Bloco B - Térreo Sala 13
Brasilia, 70610-200, Brazil

Tel.: +5561 3411 5087

Fax: +5561 3317 7475

E-Mail: gutemberg.sousa@mct.gov.br
Web: http://www.ctnbio.gov.br/

Experts

6.

10.

Ms. Julieta Fe Estacio
Project Development Officer IV; Head Secretariat; BCH-NFP
Department of Science and Technology
National Committee on Biosafety of the Philippines
2nd Floor, General Santos Avenue, Bicutan, Tagig City
Metro Manila 1631
Philippines

Tel.: +632 837 2930

Fax: +632 837 2943

E-Mail: zen0555@yahoo.com; estaciojulietafe@gmail.com

. Mr. Gninancréban Augustin Kone
Sous Directeur a la Commission Nationale du Développement Durable

(CNDD)
Ministére de I'environnement et du Développement Durable
Plateau- cite administrative — Tour D — 11e étage — Porte 50
Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire
Tel.: +22520 210598
Fax: +22520212191
E-Mail: augustinkone@yahoo.fr

. Mr. Joachim Kreysa

Head of Unit Molecular Biology & Genomics
Directorate-General Joint Research Centre
European Commission
Via Enrico Fermi 2749
[-21027, Ispra
Italy

Tel.: +39 0332 786735

Fax: +39 348 6614011

E-Mail: Joachim.Kreysa@ec.europa.eu

. Prof. Elena Makeyeva

Deputy Head
The National Co-ordination Biosafety Center
Institute of Genetics and Cytology, National Academy of Sciences of
Belarus
27 Akademicheskaya street
Minsk 220072, Belarus

Tel.: +37517 284 0297

Fax: +37517 284 1917

E-Mail: e.makeyeva@igc.bas-net.by

Web: www.biosafety.org.by

Prof. Dorington Ogoyi
Director, Technical Services
Technical Division
National Biosafety Authority
Commission for Higher Education Campus
Red Hill Rd. Off Limuru Road - Gigiri
P.0. Box 28251
Nairobi, 00100, Kenya
Tel.: +254 20 2642917
E-Mail: dogoyi@biosafetykenya.go.ke
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13.

Eric Amaning Okoree
Deputy Director (Biodiversity & Biosafety Issues)
Environment Department
Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation
103 Barnes Street, Ministries
Accra 233, Greater Accra Region, Ghana

Tel.: +233 20 8163038

Fax: +233 302 688 913, 662 533

E-Mail: eriokor@yahoo.com

Ms. Genya Dana
Life Science Officer
Office of Conservation and Water
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street N.W.
Washington DC 20520-4333
United States of America
Tel.: +1202 647 0199
Fax: +1202 736 7351
E-Mail: DanaGV@state.gov

14. Mr. Peter Kearns

15.

16.

Principal Administrator
Environment Directorate
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
2, rue André Pascal
Paris Cedex 16, 75776
France

Tel.: +33145241677

Fax: +33145241675

E-Mail: peter.kearns@oecd.org
Web: http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/biotrack/

Ms. lleana Lopez
Project Manager, BCH Project
MEAs Implementation Support Branch, Division of Environmental Law
and Conventions (DELC)
United Nations Environment Programme
P.O. Box 30552
Nairobi
Kenya

Tel.: +254207625017

E-Mail: |leana.Lopez@unep.org

Web: http://www.unep.org

Ms. Antje Lorch
Project Manager
EcoNexus
P.O. Box 1455
Oxford OX4 9BS
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Tel.: +31617 634 197
E-Mail: lorch@ifrik.org

Web: http://www.econexus.info
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Dr. Ranjini Warrier
Director, Conservation and Survey Division
Ministry of Environment and Forests
Paryavaran Bhavan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road
110002, New Delhi, India

Tel.: +91 11 2436 3964

Fax: +91 11 2436 1308

E-Mail: warrier@nic.in

Web: http://moef.nic.in/divisions/csurv/geac/information.html

Observers

17.

18.

19.

Prof. Emesto Ocampo, Ph.D
BCH Specialist
BCH Project
United Nations Environment Programme, Global Environment Facility
Avda. del Parque M36 S07 Shangrila
Ciudad de la Costa Canelones 15001
Uruguay
Tel.: +598 93709347
E-Mail: ernesto.ocampo@bch2project.org

Ms. Margaret Oduk
Programme Officer, MEAs Implementation Support Branch
Division of Environmental Law and Conventions (DELC)
United Nations Environment Programme
P.O. Box 30552
Nairobi
Kenya

Tel.: +254 20 7623465

Fax: +254 20 7624300

E-Mail: Margaret.Oduk@unep.org

Ms. Esmeralda Prat
Global Biosafety Manager
Regulatory Affairs
Bayer Cropscience
c/o Bayer Cropscience
Technologiepark 38
Gent B-9052
Belgium
Tel.: +329 3352341
Fax: +329 383 0200
E-Mail: Esmeralda.Prat@bayer.com
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Biosafety
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Suite 800
Montreal Quebec
Canada
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. Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo
Programme Officer, Biosafety Clearing-House
Biosafety Division
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
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Suite 800
Montreal Quebec
Canada
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Fax: +1514 288 6588
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Web: www.cbd.int

Mr. Philippe Leblond
Computer Information Systems Officer
Biosafety
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques Street W.
Suite 800
Montreal Quebec
Canada
Tel.: +1514 287 8717

Fax: +1514 288 6588
E-Mail: leblond.philippe@gmail.com
Web: www.cbd.int
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SUMMARY OUTCOMES OF THE NINTH MEETING OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ON THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE

I. INTRODUCTION

13. The Ninth meeting of the Informal Advisory Committee on the Biosafety Clearing-House
(BCH-IAC) was held at the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission in Ispra, Italy, from 2 to
4 April 2014.

14. The meeting was attended by experts selected from Belarus, Brazil, Cote d’lvoire, the European
Union, Germany, Ghana, Honduras, India, Kenya, and the Philippines. Representatives of the following
organizations also took part in the meeting as observers: Global Industry Coalition, EcoNexus, the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and Universidad Catdlica del Uruguay. Experts invited from Belize, Fiji, and Jamaica
were unable to attend.

15. The meeting was convened in accordance with section E of the Modalities of Operation of the
Biosafety Clearing-House (annex to decision BS-I/3 of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol) which mandates the Executive Secretary to seek guidance
from the BCH-IAC with respect to technical issues associated with the ongoing development of the
Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH).

16. The meeting was opened by a representative of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Mr.
Giovanni Ferraiolo. He emphasized the importance of the BCH and the work of the BCH-IAC to the
overall development of the BCH to date. He further expressed his appreciation to the BCH-1AC for its
work.

17. Mr. Joachim Kreysa from the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission was elected as
Chairperson of the meeting.

18. The meeting adopted the provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/BS/BCH-IAC/9/1) as itemized below:
@) Latest developments in the Biosafety Clearing-House and ongoing projects;

(b) Review of the conclusions and recommendations of the eighth meeting of the Informal
Advisory Committee on the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH-IAC);

(c) Status update regarding collaboration with the UNEP-GEF Biosafety Clearing-House
Capacity-Building Project; and

(d) Recommendations to the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

19. The following presentations were made:

o Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo, Programme Officer in charge of the BCH at the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), presented the following: a) an overview of the main
improvements introduced to the BCH since the IAC last met online in April 2013; b) the ongoing use of
the BCH by means of a Google analytics report; c) the integration of data from the BiotradeStatus database
into the BCH; and d) a review of the implementation of the conclusions and recommendations of the
eighth meeting of the BCH-1AC.

o Mr. Philippe Leblond, Computer Information Systems Officer, SCBD, presented an
overview on the ongoing integration of the BCH into the broader Clearing-House Mechanism of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CHM).

o Mr Andrew Bowers, Programme Assistant, SCBD, gave an overview on the status of the
completeness of records in the BCH.
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. Mr. Ernesto Ocampo, consultant to the BCH, of the Universidad Catdlica del Uruguay,
gave a presentation on the BCH e-learning training modules which are under development;

o Ms. lleana Catalina Lopez, Project Manager of the UNEP-GEF ‘Project for Continued
Enhancement of Building Capacity for Effective Participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House’ at UNEP-
DELC, gave a presentation on the final assessment of the project results as well as on the status of the
UNEP submission of a new project to GEF for the provision of capacity building to all remaining eligible
countries;

o Mr. Peter Kearns, of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), provided an update on the status of the OECD BioTrack Product Database and on the ongoing
discussion on the extension of the OECD Guidance for the designation of Unique Identifiers to transgenic
organisms other than plants.

1. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

20. After the three days of deliberations, the Informal Advisory Committee agreed on the following
conclusions and recommendations, attached hereto as annex I, for consideration in the implementation of
the programme of work for the Biosafety Clearing-House. Annex Il to this report contains the list of
participants to the meeting.

21. The meeting also agreed that the Secretariat would present a draft report of the meeting by e-mail
to all members for their comments prior to its final publication.

22. The meeting closed at 12.45 p.m. on Friday, 4 April 2014, after the Chairperson had expressed his
appreciation to all the participants for their inputs.
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Annex |

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE AT ITS NINTH MEETING

The Informal Advisory Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House,

9. Expressed its appreciation to the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission for
hosting the ninth meeting of the informal advisory committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House
(BCH-1AC);

10. Commended the Secretariat for improving the overall performance of the BCH;

11. Recommended that the Secretariat:

Takes action on the remaining recommendations from previous meetings of the BCH-1AC,;

Produces a report, derived from BCH data and Google Analytics, on an annual basis, and
enable the BCH to record the following items:

o The number and categories of users who sign in to the BCH when they visit the website;

o The number of users who have signed in to the BCH with their registered email address
and password at least once over a given period); and

o The categories of information that are visited by BCH users;

Requests information on user categories, frequency of user visits, feedback from users on
quality and accessibility in order to better identify the current BCH large user community in
accordance with decision BS-VI/2 on the collection of feedback from Parties, other
Governments and relevant organizations;

Facilitates the submission of new records by allowing for record duplication and over-writing;
Improves the overall accessibility of retrieving information on the BCH, in particular by:

o Improving both the top horizontal bar and left-hand menu;

o Using an auto-complete function on all drop-down lists; and

o Implement a simplified search interface which facilitates advanced searches, taking into
consideration new users;

Improves the layout of the LMO decision page, in particular by:

o Clearly distinguishing between different data sets, such as those between Biotradestatus
and the BCH (e.g. by enhancing visual distinction, using different icon sets for the two
databases and introducing links and a short text that informs the user on the difference
between data sets); and

o Introducing the option of sorting/filtering decisions by specific target categories;

Introduces the search-ability and display of different results of decision (e.g. approval without
conditions, approval with conditions, prohibition);

Adds to the country profile pages a list of decisions formatted in a similar way to those found
on the LMO decision pages;

Improves cooperation with key institutions maintaining LMO databases (and in particular with
the FAO) in order to reduce the need for countries to duplicate the registration of records;

Confirms to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety (COP-MOP), the BCH-IAC recommendation to have two meetings



UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/7/INF/1
Page 14

during the inter-sessional period between the COP-MOPs; one in the online format in the first
year followed by one face-to-face in the following year;

Makes available from the BCH short and easy to understand introductory presentations about
the BCH that can be used by BCH-NFPs for further dissemination to national stakeholders and
targeted audiences;

Further promotes the BCH use and engages National Focal Points in the sharing of material on
public participation/awareness and promoting stakeholder participation to public fora;

Urges the OECD to deliberate, at its earliest convenience, on unique identifiers of living
modified animals and micro-organisms; in the cases of LMOs submissions not yet included in
the OECD guidelines, the BCH-IAC invites the Secretariat to adopt interim solutions;

Promotes complementarity between the BCH network of laboratories and the existing
collaborating JRC networks for detection of LMOs.

The BCH-IAC confirms that the BCH has developed into a solid information base on LMOs and needs to
now focus its attention on:

e Quality and completeness of information;
¢ Interoperability with other databases (e.g. FAO, JRC, OECD, Biotradestatus); and

e Reaching wider audience (e.g. by providing small, “sound bites” of information which are
useful and interesting to non-experts) supported by a user-friendly interface.

The Informal Advisory Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House expresses its full support for the
BCH 111 Project being undertaken by the UNEP-GEF as well as the BCH e-learning initiative undertaken
by the Secretariat.
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