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ASIA SUBREGIONAL WORKSHOP ON CAPACITY-BUILDING AND EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES ON RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT OF LIVING MODIFIED ORGANISMS

Kuala Lumpur, 7-9 April 2008

INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

1. Opening and registration

The Asia Subregional Workshop on Capacity-building and Exchange of Experiences on Risk Assessment and Risk Management of Living Modified Organisms will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from Monday 7 to Wednesday 9 April 2008.  The Workshop is being organized by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) with support from the Governments of Norway and Netherlands and will be hosted by the Government of Malaysia through the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment.
The opening of the meeting will be at 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 7 April 2008, and registration of participants will start from 9 a.m. the same day. 

2. Venue 

The meeting will be held at:

Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Jalan Ampang 

50450 Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Tel: +603-2161-8888

Fax: +603-2161-2393

Web: http://www.corushotelkl.com
3. Working language of the meeting

The meeting will be held in English.

4. Documents
Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the pre-session documents as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the meeting.  Pre-session documents will be available for download on the Secretariat’s website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=RWCBAS-01
5. Visas
Participants are strongly advised to approach the nearest Malaysian diplomatic or consular mission in order to secure the required entry visa prior to departure.  Information on visa procedures, including a list of relevant Malaysian diplomatic missions, is available on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia at www.kln.gov.my. 

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letter to be attached to the visa applications.

Participants experiencing difficulties to access the above website and /or requiring any visa-related assistance are requested to directly contact the designated focal person whose coordinates are as follows:
Mr. K. Nagulendran

Principal Assistant Secretary 

Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment

Conservation & Environment Management Division

Level 6, Wisma Sumber Asli

No. 25, Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 4

Federal Government Administrative Centre

62574 Putrajaya

Malaysia

Tel: +603-8886-1128

Fax: +603-8888-4473

Email: nagu@nre.gov.my

with a copy to: 

Dr. Anita Anthonysamy

Biosafety Secretariat

Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment

Conservation & Environment Management Division

Level 6, Wisma Sumber Asli

No. 25, Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 4

Federal Government Administrative Centre

62574 Putrajaya

Malaysia

Tel: +603-8886-1136

Fax: +603-8888-4473

E-mail: anita@ nre.gov.my 

6. Health requirements

A yellow fever vaccination certification is required for nationals of, and participants residing in, the countries listed below: 
	Africa
	Africa (Cont’d)
	South America

	Angola
	Kenya
	Bolivia

	Benin
	Liberia
	Brazil

	Burkina Faso
	Mali
	Colombia

	Burundi
	Nigeria
	Ecuador

	Cameroon
	Rwanda
	French Guiana

	Central African Republic
	Sao Tome & Principe
	Guyana

	Chad
	Senegal
	Panama

	Congo
	Sierra Leone
	Peru

	Ethiopia
	Somalia
	Suriname 

	Gabon
	Sudan 
	Venezuela

	Gambia
	Togo
	

	Guinea
	Tanzania, United Republic of
	

	Guinea-Bissau
	Uganda
	

	Côte d’Ivoire
	Zambia
	


7. Hotel accommodation

A block booking has been made on behalf of all participants at the Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur (the meeting venue) located at:
Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Jalan Ampang, 

50450 Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia.

Tel: +603-2161-8888

Fax: +603-2161-2393

Web: http://www.corushotelkl.com
Check in time: 2 p.m.
Check out time: 12 noon
The negotiated standard room rates are as follows:

Single occupancy:

RM 218.50 (approximately US$ 68) 

Double occupancy

RM 241.50 (approximately US$ 75)

Per room/per night with breakfast.

It should be noted that participants must confirm directly to the hotel their reservations no later than 1 April 2008. 

Past this deadline, rooms that have not been confirmed will be freed automatically and Corus Hotel will not guarantee availability and room rates. 

For confirmation of booking, to enrol for the shuttle-bus service from Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) to the Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur or for any query, please contact the designated focal person whose name and coordinates are as follows:

Mrs. Hayati Husin

Senior Sales Manager

Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603-2161-8888

Fax: +603-2162-3428

Email: reservations@corushotelkl.com 

8. Access to Kuala Lumpur

In addition to the above-mentioned shuttle-bus service for participants staying at the the Corus Hotel, the city of Kuala Lumpur can also be reached from the Airport by:
(a)
Budget taxis and airport limousines, which are readily available for hire from KLIA terminal to Kuala Lumpur city centre.  Delegates are required to purchase a pre-paid coupon for the fare at the Taxi/Limousine Counter situated in the International Arrival Hall before proceeding to the taxi stand.  Fares depend on the destination and start from RM 60 (approximately US$ 16) for budget taxis.   Limousines charge much higher fares.

OR

(b)
The fast track train (ERL) service (fare RM 35.00 – approximately US $9) which is available from KLIA to city centre terminal called “KL Sentral” from where taxis are readily available to the hotel.  Participants have to purchase a pre-paid coupon for the fare at the taxi counter situated inside the KL Sentral terminal and the fare ranges from RM 8 onwards.  Information on the ERL train service can be obtained from the Information desk located at the KLIA terminal.

9. Currency and rate of exchange

The currency in Malaysia is the Malaysian Ringgit (RM). The current rates of exchange for April 2008 are as follows:

1 United States Dollar = 3.25 Malaysia Ringgit 

1 Malaysia Ringgit = 0.31 United States Dollar

10. Credit Cards

Major credit cards such as Visa, Master Card, and American Express are accepted in most hotels, stores and restaurants in Kuala Lumpur.

11. Weather and time zone

As Malaysia is situated in the tropics, the average daytime temperatures range between 24-33°C.  The standard time zone is GMT + 8 hours.
More information on weather is available at the following website: http://www.kjc.gov.my/english/weather/weather.html
12. Voltage

220 volts, 50 Hertz

13. Disclaimer
The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure prior to departure international medical insurance for the period of participation.
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