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REVISED ANNOTATIONS TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

INTRODUCTION 

1. As of 2007, the Earth’s population will be mostly urban.  At the same time, one of the world’s 
most critical resources, biodiversity, is threatened as never before, with serious consequences for climate 
change, availability of water, nutrition and food, health and many other ecosystem services. A significant 
part of the activities leading to the achievement of Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals 
(environmental sustainability) will be played out in cities and urban environment, involving local 
governments, the private sector, non-governmental organizations and civil society as a whole.  

2. On the first anniversary of the historic high-level segment of the eighth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP-8) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Curitiba, Brazil, 
attended by 130 Ministers and other heads of delegation, and building on the unique environmental 
experience of the city, the Mayor of Curitiba took the initiative of entering into a partnership with the 
Convention Secretariat, and invite the mayors of cities that hosted or will host a meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, mayors of host cities of United Nations headquarters and 
mayors of cities with specific strategies on biodiversity, to share their experience and contribute to the 
Convention’s 2010 target of significantly reducing the rate of loss of biodiversity. Accordingly, the 
meeting on “Cities and Biodiversity: Achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target” will be held in Curitiba 
from 26 to 28 March 2007.  To assist in the preparation and servicing of this important event, an 
inter-agency task force, composed of the representatives of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), and the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN), has been established.  

3. Mayors and city councillors, urban planners and designers, international experts, United Nations 
and development agency specialists and media/journalists are invited to participate.  The report of the 
meeting on “Cities and Biodiversity: Achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target”, will be submitted to the 
ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-9) to be held in Bonn from 19 to 30 May 2008. 

4. The Executive Secretary of the Convention has prepared a background document to support the 
meeting (UNEP/CBD/Cities/1/2).  The proposed organization of work is summarized in a table annexed 
to the present document.  

5. Registration of participants will commence at 8.30 a.m. on Monday, 26 March 2007, at the 
Barigui Park Complex in Curitiba, State of Parana, Brazil.  The meeting will be held in the Salao dos 
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Atos Conference Room at the same location, and participants may wish to use adjacent meeting rooms for 
break-out sessions. 

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

6. The meeting will be opened at 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 26 March 2007, by H.E. Mrs. Marina Silva, 
Minister of Environment of Brazil, Mayor Beto Richa of Curitiba, Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive 
Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the heads of United Nations and partner 
agencies, who will deliver opening statements.   

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES 

7. The participants will be invited to elect a Chair and a Rapporteur for the meeting based on 
proposals from the floor.  

8. Participants will be invited to consider for adoption the provisional agenda prepared by the 
Executive Secretary (UNEP/CBD/Cities/1/1).  

9. The languages of the meeting will be English and Portuguese. 

10. Participants will be invited to consider the proposed organization of work for the meeting 
annexed to the present document.   

ITEM 3. BIODIVERSITY CHALLENGES 

11. Under this item, participants will be invited to hear keynote presentations by international 
experts, also reflecting sections II, III and IV of the background document (UNEP/CBD/Cities/1/2).  

ITEM 4. PRESENTATIONS ON CITIES’ RESPONSES TO BIODIVERSITY 
CHALLENGES   

12. This item will be discussed through demonstration projects and case-studies in five separate 
panels, under the themes outlined below. Participants will be invited to contribute short presentations 
and/or case-studies on these items, as appropriate.  

A.  Integrating biodiversity into urban planning: 

• Urban Biodiversity Action Plans and Strategies based on Local Agenda 21 processes: social 
inclusion and community development 

• Applying the ecosystem approach to urban environments: connections beyond the suburbs 
• Climate change, biodiversity and cities: adaptation measures, microclimates and biodiversity: 

avoiding heat islands, planning for reduced emissions 
• Urban design, architecture and land-use planning considering biodiversity (master development 

plans and participatory planning strategies, cluster arrangements, corridors and protected areas)  

B. Promoting biodiversity-friendly urban development 

• Urban development and building, housing and construction/development 
• Biodiversity-friendly public infrastructure and utilities (waste, water, energy, industrial parks) 

and transportation (roads, airports, railways and urban trains)  
• Policy tools, legislation and regulations, operational licensing/permit guidelines, emission and 

pollution standards and norms, incentives for biodiversity-friendly developments  
• Payment for ecosystem services of green urban areas (water, temperature regulation, recreation, 

soil fertility, gene banks)  

C.  Managing urban biodiversity: 

• Managing protected areas/urban parks and use conflicts, research centers, conservation corridors 
in green belts around cities through systems such as biosphere reserves  
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• Conservation of urban riparian, aquatic and wetland ecosystems, watershed basins  
• Promoting and supporting biodiversity facilities such as botanical gardens, zoos, aquaria, theme 

parks, museums  
• Management of invasive alien species in urban environments  
• Information and monitoring systems on urban biodiversity  

D.  Ensuring that business practices enhance biodiversity: 

• Work with private sector, trade associations, and business and investment promotion agencies to 
enhance market benefits of biodiversity to business in urban areas through corporate social 
responsibility, benchmark programs and incentives 

• Provide technical assistance and support to private developers, building and construction 
companies, and design/architecture firms and professional associations for biodiversity-friendly 
design and developments  

E. Promoting awareness of biodiversity to urban communities: 

• Sustainable (and biodiversity-friendly) consumption guidelines, consumer education for life cycle 
analysis and biodiversity implications of consumption 

• Encouraging social participation through urban beautification projects, tree planting and 
landscaping, community and home/roof gardens and green roofs 

• Ensuring that public and private executives and decision makers take account of the contribution 
of biodiversity to quality of life, social justice and health  

• Promoting environmental education through recreation and awareness campaigns  

ITEM 5.  IDENTIFICATION OF AREAS OF COLLABORATION REGARDING 
CITIES AND BIODIVERSITY 

13. Participants may wish to break out in working groups based on the 5 themes above, and will be 
invited to identify potential areas of collaboration regarding Cities and Biodiversity towards the 2010 
target. The background note prepared by the Executive Secretary (UNEP/CBD/Cities/1/2) and the 
presentations under the previous item will offer lessons learned from ongoing activities in the context of 
various plans of action.  Participants may wish to focus their contributions on the identification of 
important issues and areas of greatest concern, best practices that are transferable, elements for joint 
projects and exchanges with suggested fundraising mechanisms, and on building and strengthening 
partnerships.  

14. Participants may wish to summarize their conclusions under the 5 themes of the meeting in order 
to contribute to the Curitiba Declaration on Cities and Biodiversity, as indicated in item 7 below.  

ITEM 6.  OTHER MATTERS 

15. Under this item, participants may wish to raise other matters related to the subject matter of the 
meeting. 

 ITEM 7. ADOPTION OF THE CURITIBA DECLARATION ON CITIES AND 
BIODIVERSITY 

16. Participants will be invited to consider and adopt a Declaration based on their discussions, to be 
prepared and presented by the Rapporteur.  This Declaration will be submitted to the ninth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 2008.  

ITEM 8. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

17. It is expected that the meeting will close at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 28 March 2007.  It will be 
followed by technical visits to Barigui Park, biodiversity-friendly urban facilities (Curitiba Opera House, 
Open University for the Environment) and optional visits to technical facilities for water and waste 
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management, urban transportation, and biodiversity attractions including the Curitiba Biodiversity 
Observatory project.  
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Annex  

PROPOSED ORGANIZATION OF WORK FOR THE MEETING ON CITIES AND 
BIODIVERSITY 

  
Monday, 26 March 2007 
9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
 
 

Opening of the meeting (agenda item 1) 
Organizational issues (agenda item 2) 
Keynote addresses on biodiversity challenges (agenda item 3) 
 

Monday, 26 March 2007 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

Keynote addresses on biodiversity challenges (agenda item 3) 
Presentations on citites’ responses to biodiversity challenges (agenda 
item 4) 

Tuesday, 27 March  2007 
8.30 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
 
11.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Continuation of agenda item 4 
 
Formal launch of the Biocities initiative at the Curitiba Botanical 
Gardens 

Tuesday, 27 March  2007 
2 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 
 

Continuation of agenda item 4 
Agenda item 5 (Identification of areas of collaboration regarding 
cities and biodiversity) 
 

Wednesday, 28 March 2007 
9.30 a.m. 1 p.m. 

Other matters (agenda item 6) 
Adoption of the Curitiba Declaration on Cities and Biodiversity 
(agenda item 7) 
Closure of the meeting (agenda item 8) 
  

Wednesday, 28 March 2007 
2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 

Visit to Barigui Park and biodiversity-friendly public facilities. 
Options to visit technical facilities.  
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