
*************************************************************************************************
This document has been posted online by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  Reproduction and
dissemination of the document - in electronic and/or printed format - is encouraged, provided acknowledgement is made of
the role of the Convention on Biological Diversity in making it available.
*************************************************************************************************

Distr.

CONVENTION ON GENERAL

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
UNEP/CBD/COP/4/Inf.2
21 January 1998

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE
   CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Fourth meeting
Bratislava, Slovakia
4 to 15 May 1998
Item 13 of the provisional agenda

Review of the Operations of the Convention on Biological Diversity

    Submission by the Government of the United Kingdom    



Review of the Operations of the Convention on Biological Diversity

London Workshop: Chairman's Conclusions

1.      In response to decision III/22 of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) on the review of the operations of the Convention and the Medium Term Work Programme, an informal meeting
was held in London from 5-7 January, 1998. The meeting was hosted by the United Kingdom and was chaired by
Mohamed Mahmoud Ould el Ghaouth (Mauritania).  Participants were invited and attended in a personal capacity.
Geographical balance in participation was ensured as far as possible.  There were 35 participants from Parties to the
Convention, international organisations, non-governmental organisations and the private sector.

2.      The purpose of the meeting was to allow an informal discussion of key issues in the review, and thereby facilitate
preparations for the COP's consideration of  this issue.  The significant progress that has been made in the operations of
the Convention was acknowledged.  Nevertheless the meeting felt that improvements could be considered in a number of
areas.

Strategic considerations

3.      The Convention's broad scope results in its overlapping with the subject matter of  a number of instruments.  For
this reason, the Convention needs to work closely with those instruments.  Potential contributions that this Convention
can make to the work of those instruments are in the areas of policy guidance and financial support.  Policy guidance
includes the ecosystem approach, an issue which is in need of further elaboration; the establishment of measurable goals
and targets; and the development of global and national indicators.  The meeting saw the merit of securing the positive
and meaningful participation of other instruments and processes in the work of the CBD, with a focus on implementation
at the national level, including joint initiatives.  The importance of there being adequate capacity at the national level was
noted.  There was broad support for the preparation and regular updating of a handbook incorporating the CBD text and
the COP decisions.  Preparations of future legal instruments should be subject to careful assessment.

Relationship with other conventions, institutions and processes

4.      In the light of the limited resources available, prioritisation of relationships is needed.  Key priorities include: the
harmonisation of reporting, coordination of meetings with other processes and referral of appropriate issues; developing
cooperation with other secretariats, particularly those of other relevant conventions; focusing on core relationships which
have proven to be productive; developing regional level cooperation; exploring scientific cooperation; and adopting the
revised International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources.  Much valuable work has already been carried out at an
informal level and this should continue, supplemented, where appropriate, by more formal arrangements such as
memoranda of cooperation.

Cooperation on science and technology

5.      It was generally recognised that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA) has an advisory role as opposed to being a purely scientific body.  Accordingly there was a need to ensure
structured scientific input into SBSTTA either through arrangements similar to those of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change or through a number of small issue-based panels, which should include members of the academic and
business communities. SBSTTA should not present its results without giving clear recommendations to the COP. There
was a need for more regional cooperation and networking, and it was considered that emphasis should be placed on joint
work programmes. There was a case for increasing the capacity of the Bureau to contribute more effectively to the work of
SBSTTA.

Involvement of civil society

6.      Effective implementation of the Convention needs the active involvement of civil society (including
nongovernmental organisations, local and indigenous communities, and the private sector).  Consequently it is important
to foster better linkages between the CBD and civil society. In order to harness to the full the range of knowledge, skills



and other resources available, there is a need to involve civil society both in policy-making and implementation under the
Convention.  There is also a need to facilitate access to the pool of information available within civil society and to
consider increasing its involvement in national level pilot projects.

Institutional issues

7.      The CBD is still relatively young and much of its work so far has been of a preparatory nature. It is already
apparent, however, that the functioning of its organs could be improved.  The first priority is to improve the operation of
existing structures.  It was considered that the decision-making process, in particular the drawing up of draft decisions,
could be improved to assist in the preparations for the meetings of the COP.  Views differed as to whether  this required a
new institution or could be accommodated within the existing structure.  The decision-making process should be well-
structured and well-defined. Agendas and documents should separate decision items from information items, and items
under development from those ready for specific recommendations. Furthermore, better use should be made of the
participation of ministers at COPs to maximise the political impetus such activity brings to the Convention.  

Work programme and operations

8.      Consideration should be given to the Convention working through a rolling 10-year Longer Term Programme of
Work.  Such a programme would be more than simply an agenda for the COP.  It would enable full participation of all
parties and partners, and in particular facilitate the development of a consensus on scientific input.  Each COP might have
five theme areas, for example one for each CBD objective, one for ecosystems and one for cross-cutting issues.  These
theme areas ought to achieve three goals: review accomplishments to date; take decisions regarding the products of work
completed to date; and establish a vision for future work. The Programme should take into account work done within
other fora, in particular the Commission on Sustainable Development, as well as the priorities and needs of individual
parties identified in national reports. Also, it should explicitly address the geographic, temporal and political implications
of its elements.
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