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Item 19 of the provisional agenda*


OPERATIONS OF THE CONVENTION


Note by the Executive Secretary


Addendum


COLLABORATION WITH THE MILLENNIUM ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT


1.	In paragraph 1 of its recommendation V/1, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Techological Advice (SBSTTA) requested the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme, to explore with the Interim Steering Committee of the Millennium Assessment and other relevant conventions and organizations, ways and means of collaborating in undertaking the proposed Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and to inform the Conference of Parties at its fifth meeting on the outcome of these discussions.  In paragraph 4 (c) of the same recommendation, SBSTTA also recommended that the Conference of the Parties take note of the proposed Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, taking into account and making use of the Global Biodiversity Assessment, and decide on follow-up action based on the outcome of the consultations of the Executive Secretary with the Interim Steering Committee of the Millennium Assessment.  A report on those consultations is contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/19.


2.	Based on these consultations, the Conference of the Parties may wish to consider the following elements of a draft decision:�
The Conference of the Parties


1.	Endorses the establishment of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and recognizes that it may play an important role in the scientific-assessment mechanism of the Convention (as proposed in the note by the Executive Secretary on the Operations of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/17));


2.	Requests the Executive Secretary to represent the Conference of the Parties in the Executive Committee of the Millennium Assessment;


3.	Requests the Chair of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Techological Advice also to participate in the Executive Committee of the Millennium Assessment;


4.	Requests Parties to provide information to the Executive Secretary by 31 December 2000 regarding the mandate and modalities of each working group (established pursuant to the decision on scientific-assessment mechanisms as proposed in document UNEP/CBD/COP/5/17);


5.	Recommends that the Executive Secretary convene, as appropriate, a meeting of up to 20 experts with due regard to geographical representation and to the special conditions of least developed and small island developing States to consider the information provided by Parties and other relevant information provided by the Executive Secretary with a view to providing assistance to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its sixth meeting on the mandate and modalities of each working group, and, in particular, on how the Millennium Assessment can assist in the work of the scientific-assessment mechanism;


6.	Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to provide guidance on information needs of Parties and the scientific-assessment mechanism for the Millennium Assessment at its next meeting and to monitor progress in the Millennium Assessment with a view to advising the Conference of the Parties thereon at its sixth meeting;


7.	Requests the Global Environment Facility, as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism under the Convention, Parties, other Governments and other organizations to provide financial support for the Millennium Assessment.


-----





*   UNEP/CBD/COP/5/1.
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