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Note by the Executive Secretary
INTRODUCTION
A. Background

1. In its decision VI/18, the Conference of the Parties also urged the Executive Secretary to convene
additional capacity-building workshops at the national, subregional and regional levels referred to in
decision V/14 for clearing-house mechanism activities and training in support of national capacities to
implement the Convention. Furthermore, the clearing-house mechanism, having completed successfully
its information-exchange phase, is now able to focus on the promotion of technical and scientific
cooperation, with an emphasis on capacity-building initiatives.

2. Accordingly, the Executive Secretary organized the Africa Regional Meeting on the Clearing-
house Mechanism in Nairobi from 31 March to 2 April 2003 with a view to provide countries of the
region with an opportunity to express their needs and expectations with regard to the clearing-house
mechanism’s new efforts and initiatives to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation,
particularly in collaboration with recently established international thematic focal points, inter-
governmental organizations, the private sector and non-governmental organizations.

3. The organization of the meeting also responded to the recommendation of the informal advisory
committee (IAC) made at its meetings on 11 March 2001, 11 November 2001, April 2002 and 9 March
2003, requesting the Executive Secretary to focus the use of the clearing-house mechanism to promote
technical and scientific cooperation, particularly with the thematic and cross-cutting areas of the
Convention, including invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine
biodiversity and the ecosystem approach.
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B. Attendance

4. Each Party to the Convention in Africa was invited to nominate one participant, with experience
with the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention. In response to that invitation, participants from
the following countries were nominated by their respective focal points and attended the meeting:
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Ghana, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali. Mauritania,
Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, United
Republic of Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zimbabwe.

5. Representatives of the following bilateral donor and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations participated in the meeting as observers and/or resource persons:

(a) Bilateral donor: Belgium;

(b) Intergovernmental organizations active in information-exchange and scientific
cooperation issues: Africa Environment Information Network (AEIN), CAB International,
Commonwealth Secretariat/Commonwealth Knowledge Network, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP);

(©) Non-governmental organizations: BirdLife International and the Global Invasive Species
Programme (GISP).

6. The full list of participants is contained in annex II to the present report.
ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING
7. The meeting was opened at 9 a.m. on Monday, 31 March 2003. It was addressed by Mr. Marcos

Silva, Programme Officer, clearing-house mechanism of the Convention Secretariat, on behalf of the
Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

8. Mr. Silva welcomed the participants to the meeting. After an introduction to the new phase of the
clearing-house mechanism, he presented a brief summary on new initiatives to facilitate technical and
scientific cooperation with regard to the programme areas and cross-cutting areas of the Convention,
including invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), the ecosystem approach, coastal
and marine biodiversity and Article 8(j), traditional knowledge, innovations and practices. He then
invited countries to use the meeting to identify their priority needs regarding capacities to participate in
these new initiatives under the clearing-house mechanism. With regard to the development of the
Biosafety Clearing-House, Mr. Silva noted the synergies and distinctions between the clearing-house
mechanism and the Biosafety Clearing-House and summarized the lessons learned from the project. He
also discussed the new version of the Biosafety Clearing-House, developed in anticipation of the entry
into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Mr. Silva concluded by expressing his gratitude to the
Government of Belgium for providing financial support for the meeting.

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
2.1 Election of officers

9. At the 1st session of the meeting, on 31 March 2003, Mr. Joseph Masinde (Kenya) was elected to
serve as Chair and Mr. Koffi Edinam Dantsey (Togo) to serve as Rapporteur.
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2.2, Adoption of agenda

10. The Regional Meeting adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda
circulated in advance of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/Afr.Reg/1/1):

1. Opening of the meeting.
2. Organizational matters:
2.1. Election of officers;

2.2.  Adoption of the agenda;

2.3.  Organization of work.

3. Use of new information technologies to promote and facilitate technical and scientific
cooperation.

4. Regional needs to implement effectively recommendations related to the thematic areas and

cross-cutting issues of the Convention.
5. Conclusions and recommendations.
6. Other relevant items
7. Adoption of the report.
8. Closure of the meeting.
2.3. Organization of work

11. At its 1st session, on 31 March 2003, the Regional Meeting approved the proposed programme of
work as contained in annex II to the annotations to the provisional agenda
(UNEP/CBD/CHM/Afr.Reg/1/1/Add.1)

ITEM 3. USE OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES TO PROMOTE AND
FACILITATE TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

Presentations

12. Under agenda item 3, Mr. Silva gave a presentation that had been considered at the most recent
meeting of the informal advisory committee (IAC), on 9 March 2003, and was based on decisions V/14
and VI/18 of the Conference of the Parties. In his introduction, Mr. Silva described new initiatives
undertaken by the clearing-house mechanism in support of technical and scientific collaboration. He also
gave a brief introduction of clearing-house mechanism activities in support of the programmes of work on
invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine biodiversity and
Article 8(j), traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, particularly within the context of the
establishment of international thematic focal points pursuant to item (c) in annex II to decision V/14.
Mr. Silva then introduced work by the clearing-house mechanism to promote the use of common formats,
protocols and standards, based on a document from the informal meeting on formats, protocols and
standards for improved exchange of biodiversity information, held in Montreal on 19-20 February 2003.
He concluded by stressing the clearing-house mechanism’s strong new focus on technical and scientific
collaboration.
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13. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Swaziland, Togo, and Zimbabwe and the representative of the Global Invasive Species Programme.

14. Participants noted in particular the new focus of the clearing-house mechanism in support of
Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention and welcomed its new collaborative initiatives in support of
technical and scientific collaboration.

15. Mr. Han de Koeijer, representing the Government of Belgium, gave a presentation on emerging
regional and international networks, and on collaboration between the clearing-house mechanism and
these networks. He described technical issues associated with linking national clearing-house
mechanisms with international networks, particularly those issues related to the management of web sites
and the use of new information technologies. He also described challenges associated with joint
management of web sites, and technical issues related to the facilitation of interoperability among
disparate systems residing on different platforms. Describing the programmes initiated by the Belgian
clearing-house mechanism, Mr. de Koeijer requested participants to identify national needs, especially
with regard to the use of new information and Web-based technologies.

16. On completion of the presentation, participants from Cameroon, Chad, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Djibouti, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Sudan and the United Republic of Tanzania and the
representative from BirdLife International posed questions on the Belgian partnering role and on the
infrastructure required for the development of Web-based technologies.

17. At the 2nd session of the meeting, Mr. Tichaonezvi Ruredzo, representing the Commonwealth
Secretariat, gave a brief presentation on joint initiatives undertaken by the clearing-house mechanism and
the Commonwealth Knowledge Network, particularly within the context of recommendations made at the
Southern Africa Regional Training Workshop on the Commonwealth Knowledge Network/Clearing-
house Mechanism, which was held from 26 to 30 November 2001 in Zomba, Malawi. He stressed the
need for greater collaboration and sharing of resources and expertise.

Discussion

18. Introducing issues for discussion under item 3, the Chair highlighted the relevant issues, based on
documents from the fifth and sixth meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, the sixth
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) and the
relevant meetings of the informal advisory committee for the clearing-house mechanism. He proposed
that the meeting should consider the following elements under the issue of ongoing clearing-house
projects to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation:

(a) Issues related to the use of new information technologies in the building of national and
regional capacities to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation at the subregional,
regional and international levels;

(b) Regional needs to implement effectively recommendations related to the programme
areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention.

19. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Botswana, Cameroon,
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, the United Republic of
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe, and the representative from the Commonwealth Knowledge Network.

20. There was general agreement regarding the need for the African region to increase capacity with
regard to new information technologies. Factors identified affecting full and effective participation by
national clearing-house mechanisms in the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention
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included lack of technical expertise, lack of access to new information technologies and lack of
sustainability.

21. There was also general agreement regarding the importance of assessing the progress of
implementing the clearing-house mechanism, at both the national and the regional levels. The meeting
further noted the need to:

(a) Better ascertain technical capacity building, particularly with regard to issues associated
with the development and sustainability of infrastructure; ensure the sustainability of clearing-house
mechanism projects;

(b) Increase awareness and visibility of the clearing-house mechanism among national policy
makers and its stakeholders; exchange of experiences and improvement of regional cooperation;

(©) Ensure development, operation and interoperability among national clearing-house
mechanisms; and synthesize lessons learned from successful national clearing-house mechanisms.

22. There was strong agreement that an African regional clearing-house mechanism could facilitate
greatly sharing of expertise and synergizing new initiatives, particularly with regard to the facilitation of
technical and scientific cooperation within the context of programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the
Convention, which should be its primary role.

ITEM 4. REGIONAL NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVELY RECOMMENDATIONS
RELATED TO THE THEMATIC AREAS AND CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES OF
THE CONVENTION

23. Agenda item 4 was considered at the 3rd session of the meeting, on 1 April 2003. The Chair
proposed that discussion under this agenda item should cover the following elements:

(a) What are the potential and existing roles of national clearing-house mechanisms in
facilitating national and regional implementation of decisions arising from the Conference of the Parties;

(b) What are the potential and existing roles of national clearing-house mechanisms in
facilitating greater national and regional participation in the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of
the Convention, particularly in collaboration with recently established international thematic focal points.

Presentations

24. Ms Jennifer Roynon, representing UNDP/Equator Initiative, described new capacity-building
activities and projects, the procedures and criteria for choosing projects, and stressed possible
collaborative opportunities available to African clearing-house mechanisms.

25. Comments on the above presentation were made by Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Liberia, Mauritania, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, and the United Republic of Tanzania.

26. Ms Sarah Simons, representing the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP) and CAB
International, spoke on capacity-building initiatives in the Africa region. She emphasized the threat of
invasive alien species to the economies and livelihoods of African countries and presented efforts
undertaken by GISP to build capacity at the national and regional levels. She described the GISP 10-
point strategy, placing emphasis on the promotion of international cooperation. She also discussed the
programme of work under the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Secretariat of the Convention
and the Global Invasive Species Programme. She concluded by requesting participants to identify
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national needs with regards to identification, control and/or eradication of invasive alien species, and to
discuss ways to assist national clearing-house mechanisms in that endeavour.

27. Comments related to GISP were made by the participants from Botswana, Burkina Faso, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Liberia, Mauritania, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Togo and Zimbabwe.

28. Mr. Paul Mtiku, representing BirdLife International, gave a presentation on initiatives in the
Africa region supported by Birdlife International, particularly projects at the national level. He also
discussed the newly established memorandum of cooperation with the Secretariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, which provided a framework for collaborative projects and activities. The question
of how important bird areas data can support the clearing-house mechanism and implementation of the
Convention was raised and discussed, especially in light of national biodiversity strategies and actions
plans. He emphasized BirdLife International’s efforts to increase capacities in the African region, using
as an example efforts to make data on avian biodiversity, especially threatened bird species, important
bird area and endemic bird areas available to African clearing-house mechanism national focal points.

29. Comments on the presentation were made by Botswana, Cameroon Sudan and Zimbabwe

30. Dr. David Duthie, representing the Biodiversity Enabling Activities of UNEP Division of GEF
Coordination gave a presentation on GEF enabling activities, focusing on funding available in support of
national clearing-house projects and initiatives. He described the procedures required in submitting
proposals and noted the success of some Parties in gaining access to funding.

31. In response to the above presentation, comments were made by Burkina Faso, Liberia, Mali and
Sierra Leone.

32. Mr. Charles Sebukeera, representing the Africa Environment Information Network Initiative,
spoke on the need to strengthen capacity at the national level for managing and using information relevant
to Africa’s environmental resources. He stressed the pressing need to facilitate access to environmental
data and information to improve good governance and public participation in decision-making. Issues
related to the need to assist the implementation of objectives of the environmental components of the New
Economic Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) were described and linked with the need to
establish partnerships with the clearing-house mechanism. Lastly, Mr. Sebukeera also raised the need to
generate products and provide services to highlight information critical for enhancing country negotiation
status. He concluded by stressing the need to establish close working relationships with the Convention
clearing-house mechanism and with national clearing-house mechanisms and invited participants at the
meeting to reflect on how to establish such a working relationship.

33. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by participants from Botswana, Cameroon,
Ethiopia, Liberia, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Togo, Uganda, and the United Republic of Tanzania.

34, Participants to the meeting also discussed the different roles of national clearing-house
mechanisms, especially with regard to participation in the Convention’s programmes of work on thematic
areas and cross-cutting issues and partnerships with international thematic focal points and other
organizations. The importance of full and effective participation was highlighted, with regard to joint
work programmes and in support of technical and scientific cooperation. Participants also noted the
importance of providing long-term support, particularly financial, in order to maintain national clearing-
house mechanisms and ensure sustainability of projects and initiatives.

35. This agenda item was further discussed at the second session of the meeting on 1 April 2003.
Comments were made by the participants from Botswana, Burundi, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali,
Mauritania, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, and
Zimbabwe, the Commonwealth Knowledge Network and the UNEP Division of GEF Coordination.
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36. Participants further elaborated on the need to: develop partnerships and projects with
international thematic focal points in a timely manner; offer greater support at the national and regional
level to Parties in support of activities related to the Convention’s programme areas and cross-cutting
issues; and better articulate the role of the clearing-house mechanism in fostering technical and scientific
cooperation.

37. In general, there was strong endorsement of the need for national clearing-house mechanisms to
establish joint initiatives with international focal points, intergovernmental organizations,
non-governmental organizations, the private sector through initiatives such as the New Economic
Partnership for African Development and to develop joint programmes of work in support of the
Convention’s programme areas and cross-cutting issues.

38. At the 6th session of the meeting, on 2 April 2003, Mr. Sean Khan, of the UNEP Division of
Early Warning and Assessment, gave a presentation on the UNEP Environment Directory, which
comprises a collaborative network for managing environmental information. He described resources
made available through the network including an authoritative roster of experts and consultants with
developing country experience at the local, subregional, regional and international levels. He also spoke
on the initiatives and efforts to make information available to developing countries related to potential
financial resources, including international and national foundations. The network also offers access and
search mechanisms to other databases and clearing-houses of global environmental conventions. Finally,
users of the network are able to share their capacities and expertise among other practitioners thereby
sharing expertise and knowledge among all regions of the world.

39. Comments in response to the above presentation were made by participants from Cameroon, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Mali, and Togo and the representative of the UNEP Division of
Early Warning and Assessment.

40. In the final general discussion, participants requested that, because of ongoing collaboration and
complementarity of objectives between the Commonwealth Knowledge Network and the clearing-house
mechanism, the Zomba Statement, drafted at the Southern Africa Regional Training Workshop on the
Establishment and Operationalization of the Commonwealth Knowledge Network (CKN) and Clearing-
House Mechanism (CHM) held in Zomba, Malawi, from 26 to 30 November 2001, be included in the
final report as annex III.

ITEM 5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
41. Agenda item 5 was considered at the 6th session of the meeting, on 2 April 2003. The item was

introduced by the Chair, who invited the Rapporteur to present the recommendations. Following
discussion, the Meeting adopted the recommendations, which are attached to the present report as annex 1.

ITEM 6. OTHER RELEVANT ITEMS

42. Participants took up agenda item 6 at the 6th session of the meeting, on 2 April 2003. Experts
were also invited to raise and discuss other matters related to the subject-matter of the meeting.

43. There were no other relevant items raised under the item.

ITEM 7. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

44, The present report was adopted at the 6th session of the meeting, on 2 April 2003, on the basis of
the draft report of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/Afr.Reg/1/L.1), and taking into account amendments
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made by participants, on the understanding that the finalization of the report would be completed by the
Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

ITEM 8. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

45. The Chair declared the Africa Regional Meeting on the Clearing-house Mechanism closed
at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 2 April 2003.
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CONCLUSIONS OF THE AFRICA REGIONAL MEETING ON THE CLEARING-HOUSE

ITEM 3.

Establish an
African regional
CHM

MECHANISM

USE OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES TO PROMOTE AND
FACILITATE TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

Infrastructure,
expertise and
sustainability;
Greater sharing of
expertise and
resources.

Begin the development of
an Africa regional
clearing-house
mechanism.

3 years

The regional African
CHM should:

Provide expertise and
training for the region as
a whole;

Provide a platform for
more effective regional
exchange of data;
Provide information,
including guidelines,
indicators, projects, etc.,
to assist with capacity-
building in the
evaluation of monitoring
programmes;

Establish regional
discussion forums to
facilitate cooperation;
Create a regional roster
of experts;

Monitor the level of
implementation and
assist with capacity and
development of national
African CHMs.
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time- Role of CHM national
objectives frame focal points and the
Convention CHM,
where appropriate and
subject to available
resources, in the
promotion of technical
and scientific
cooperation
Protect, document | Implement Implement effective 3 years aCsI;Iil:t[ iI;IdFiPSezg?llsﬂe?n d
and promote effective legislation protecting local comr%l nities to
indigenous and legislation and traditional and indigenous acauire and use new
traditional encourage cultures | knowledge. in?orma tion
knowledge and practices that .
. ) . . technologies and
including their protect traditional .
. . L integrate the use of these
innovations and and indigenous .
practices knowledge: technologies to foster
Better le is’lation better communication
at the naﬁonal and protection of their
subregional an,d knowledge;
reg Assist with the
regional level; .
Have indigenous documentation of
and local indigenous and local
communities communities’ practices
. through the use of
benefit from their . ;
knowledge: modern information
N technologies;
Ascertain benefits .
arising from the Promote the issue of
use of traditional intellectual property
and local rights and protection of
Kknowledee indigenous and
£ traditional knowledge;
Assist countries in
raising awareness of
intellectual property
rights;
Work with the CBD
thematic focal point on
indigenous and local
communities issues;
Share knowledge of
underlying social
conditions, i.e., poverty,
population, etc.
Protect scientific | Improve Encourage the 5 years Make available
research and institutional implementation of information on IPR
knowledge capacities; effective legislation at the 1ssues;
Improve awareness | national level; Make available
of IPR issues Encourage the effective information on national

application of legislation
where in force.

and international
legislation pertaining to
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time- Role of CHM national
objectives frame focal points and the
Convention CHM,
where appropriate and
subject to available
resources, in the
promotion of technical
and scientific
cooperation
IPRs;
Cooperate with the
African regional CHM,
when established, to
make available
subregional and regional
information on IPRs.
Better Capacity to Restrict access, where 5 years Make available
management of evaluate benefits in | necessary, especially to information on best
knowledge and making protect genetic resources practices and successful
information information and knowledge, including casestudies pertaining to
available in the indigenous and local knowledge and
public domain; communities knowledge information
Protect information | respecting indigenous and management, especially
where necessary; | local communities with regard to the
procedures; programme areas and
Implement mechanism to cross cutting-areas of
evaluate potential benefits the Convention;
and drawbacks of Share expertise at the
information in the public subregional and regional
domain. levels.
Use alternative Evaluate Develop mechanisms Ongoing | Optimize use of
and adaptive alternative and using alternative and alternative and adaptive
information adaptive adaptive technologies, in technologies (CD-ROM,
dissemination technologies conjunction with modern fax, pamphlets,
mechanisms to information technologies, publications, radio, etc.)
reach all to more effectively to disseminate
institutions and disseminate information. information to promote
communities greater institutional
participation in
collaborative projects.
Ensure data Have data and Adhere to the use Ongoing | Make available

validity and
authentication

information serve
national level
needs;

Develop
procedures to
ensure validity,
long-term

common formats,
protocols and standards;
identify best national
institutional setup to
establish sharing of
information.

The CHM should not act

information on common
formats, protocols and
standards;

Use controlled
vocabularies.
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time- Role of CHM national
objectives frame focal points and the
Convention CHM,
where appropriate and
subject to available
resources, in the
promotion of technical
and scientific
cooperation
availability and as a data custodian.
authentication of
data and
information;
Increase sharing of
information at the
national,
subregional and
regional levels.
Ensure the Training; Call on Parties to fund Ongoing | Make available

availability and
sustainability of
the human and
physical
infrastructure,

Access to new
information
technologies and
expertise.

adequately national
CHMs, and, where
necessary, seek
alternative funding
sources, either internally
or externally;
Encourage Parties to
internalize the CHM;
Use available and new
funding mechanisms,
including the GEF
Enabling Activities;
Undertake new needs
assessment survey with
regards to programme
areas of work in the
Convention;

Encourage the
Government of Belgium
to enlarge its partnering
programme;

Encourage other
Governments to follow
the example of the

Government of Belgium:

Invest in training to
manage and disseminate
information, how to
create and manage
websites, listservs,
databases;

The CBD should work

information on funding
opportunities at the
national, subregional
and regional levels;
Assist in the
development of a
regional proposal to
establish an African
regional clearing-house
mechanism to assist in
sustaining
infrastructure;

Promote more
communication among
the CHM NFPs, the
Secretariat, other
information networks,
research institutions and
other stakeholders;
Promote the use of
appropriate technologies
and best practices.
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Goals and
objectives

Capacity needs

Recommendations

Time-
frame

Role of CHM national
focal points and the
Convention CHM,
where appropriate and
subject to available
resources, in the
promotion of technical
and scientific
cooperation

with donors and
development partners to
mobilize financial
resources to establish
CHM national focal
points;

Improve on the existing
CBD roster to include
capacity-building
expertise;

Recommend the
identification of
innovative approaches
making more effective
use of existing
infrastructures;

Identify partners at the
national, subrebional and
international levelsto
organize capacity-
building activities in
support of the
Convention’s programme
areas at the national,
subregional and regional
levels.

Continue to
encourage synergy
and collaboration
among different
networks and
other relevant
Conventions

Improve
integration among
different
institutional
sectors;

Improve
harmonization of
programmes and
information;
Highlight unique
role of the CHM
through
collaborative
initiatives.

Identify and make
available information on
institutional sectors;
Encourage the
establishment of
memoranda of
cooperation with
organizations and other
appropriate institutions
toward this goal;
Elucidate the relationship
among different networks
as an item of discussing in
capacity-building
workshops and make
available operational

Ongoing

Identify institutional
linkages and create
communication
channels among these
institutions;

Act as a portal to
existing networks and
initiatives;

Assist in the
harmonization of
information among
Conventions,
collaborate with NFPs
and national networks
capacity-building
initiatives;
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Goals and
objectives

Capacity needs

Recommendations

Time-
frame

Role of CHM national
focal points and the
Convention CHM,
where appropriate and
subject to available
resources, in the
promotion of technical
and scientific
cooperation

policies and procedures
for each network and
initiatives;

Encourage Parties to use
institutional name to
identify NFPs and
identify contact person.

Foster collaborative
initiatives among
conventions’ clearing-
house mechanisms
and/or national focal
points;

Use the framework of
existing networks such
as UNEP Infoterra and
other similar initiatives
to maximize resource
use and eliminate
duplication of effort. .

Develop and share
metadata between
institutions and
organizations

Development of
metadata standards
at the national,
subregional and
regional levels.

Review available
metadata standards, and
recommend adherence to
common standards;

Use the regional CHM
network to develop
subregional and regional
metadata and standards.

Ongoing

Make national metadata
publicly available;
Make use of controlled
vocabularies;

Develop metadata to
describe national
programmes;

Make use of existing
metada standards and
software for creating
metadata;

Use metada to assist in
the harmonization and
rationalization of
information among
different NFPs,
institutions, conventions
networks and initatives.

Increase support
and use of the
CHM through
public-awareness
programmes

Increase awareness
and participation
by policy makers
and stakeholders;
Sustain public-
awareness
programmes.

Develop a national inter-
institutional team to
increase awareness to
policy makers;

Develop and
operationalize a national
and regional clearing-
house awareness
programme, emphasizing
the role of the CHM in
technical and scientific

Ongoing

Increase proactiveness
of CHM NFPs;

Take initiatives;
Parties with well
established, active
CHM s should present
case studies for the
region on CHM
development and
responsibilities;
National CHMs should
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collaboration. make available a
working model for the
development of CHMs;
Generate activities of
shared interest;
Increase awareness of
data collected and made
available;

Cooperate with the
Secretariat’s public-
awareness and education
programme to increase
awareness of national
CHM activities and
needs;

Show what the CHM
can offer and
showcase/market its
products;

Articulate links with
other networks to
Parties and stakeholders;
Publish a guide or
manual on the activities
of the CHM to promote
greater awareness.

Greater synergies | Need to improve | Improve communication |Ongoing | Encourage collaboration

and collaboration | institutional and share resources and joint work;

between national | cooperation between national CHMs Share expertise and

CHMs and and biosafety-clearing- resources whenever

biosafety-clearing- houses whenever possible possible;

houses Share infrastructure
whenever possible.




UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/3

Page 16

ITEM 4. REGIONAL NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVELY RECOMMENDATIONS
RELATED TO THE THEMATIC AREAS AND CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES OF
THE CONVENTION

Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time-frame | Role of the CHM in
objectives the promotion of
technical and
scientific cooperation
Establish Infrastructure to | Synergize activities with | Ongoing Work with
partnerships with | participate international thematic international thematic
international equitably in focal points, focal points to
thematic focal programme areas | intergovernmental establish joint
points, of the organizations, the private initiatives and work
intergovernmental | Convention. sector and non- programmes with and
organizations, the governmental among international
private sector and organizations. thematic focal points.
non-governmental
organizations.
Assist countries to | Required Establish working 3 years National CHM NFPs
participate in expertise; relationships with the should work with the
managing invasive | Access to GISP within the work Convention clearing-
alien species, invasive alien programme of the GISP house mechanism to
particularly within | species and international establish working
the work information; thematic focal point; partnerships with the

programme of the
Convention and
the GISP and other
similar initiatives

Access to case
studies.

Use and/or develop
mechanisms to identify
invasive alien species.

GISP to implement
information exchange
systems and join the
emerging global
invasive species
information network;
Work with the
clearing-house
mechanism and GISP
to identify experts and
implement capacity-
building initiatives;
Work with the GISP
to improve access to
the Internet and new
information
technologies in
support of work to
identify and manage
invasive alien species.
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time-frame | Role of the CHM in
objectives the promotion of
technical and
scientific cooperation
Cooperate with Develop human | Establish partnerships 3 years Make BirdLife
BirdLife and physical with BirdLife International

International, and
other national and
international non-
governmental
organizations to
use its information
resources in
support of the
programme areas
and cross-cutting
issues of the
Convention at the
national level

infrastructure, to
use BirdLife’s
and other sources
and information

International, and other
similar initiatives,
particularly in support of
the Convention’s
programme areas and
cross-cutting issues.

information available
through national
CHMs;

Cooperate with
BirdLife International,
and other similar
initiatives, to support
national programmes
of the Convention;
Work with BirdLife
International, and
other similar
initiatives, in the
development of local,
national, subregional
and regional
networks;

Request non-
governmental
organizations to
facilitate the
nomination of a
representative to work
with national CHM
NFPs.
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time-frame | Role of the CHM in

objectives the promotion of

technical and
scientific cooperation

Work with the Develop Collaborate with the 5 years Establish formal links
Africa institutional Africa Environment between national
Environment capacities; Information Network and CHMs and the Africa
Information Encourage other relevant network Environment
Network and other | harmonization of | initiatives in areas related Information Network
relevant network | efforts; to the programme areas of and other relevant
initiatives to share | Assist in the Convention,; network initiatives

resources and
increase national
capacity

integrating data
and information
in decision-
making.

Implement joint
programmes;

Organize jointly capacity-
building initiatives.

and request the CHM
of the Convention to
establish formal links
with the Africa
Environment
Information Network
and other relevant
network initiaves;
Collaborate in the
development of
databases and
information systems
in Africa and work to
harmonize the
information available
in these systems;
Collaborate in the
development and
maintenance of a data
exchange platform,
including formats,
standards and
protocols, database
architecture and
infrastructure;
National CHM NFPs
and the CBD CHM
should work with the
Africa Environment
Information Network
and other relevant
network initiaves to
establish the CHM
regional network;
Foster links with the
NEPAD through the
Africa Environment
Information Network
and other relevant
network initiatives.
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Goals and Capacity needs Recommendations Time-frame | Role of the CHM in
objectives the promotion of
technical and
scientific cooperation
Establish Improved National CHM NFPs 2 years Work with the
partnerships with | infrastructure; should formalize NEPAD to improve
the NEPAD and | Improved partnerships with the information
other similar institutional NEPAD, particularly in management and
initiatives capacities. the area of information exchange;
management. Work with the
NEPAD in the
development and use
of metadata and
controlled
vocabularies;
Work with the
NEPAD to improve
access to new
information
technologies.
Fufil the goals of | Develop Adapt the CHM strategic |2 years Draft country-specific
the CHM strategic | infrastructure plan objectives to the CHM strategic plans;
plan at the national | required to national level, Use the national CHM
level implement emphasizing the strategic plans as a
effectively the importance of the second guide for activities
CHM strategic and third objectives and projects;
plan. (information exchange Encourage the

and network
development) to the first
objective (promotion of
technical and scientific
collaboration.)

Convention
Secretariat to develop
the new toolkit in line
with the development
of national CHM
strategies.
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Implement
paragraph 1 of
decision VI/18,
which invites
Parties to establish
or strengthen
national,
subregional or
regional focal
points for the
clearing-house
mechanism, if they
have not done so
already

Develop human
and physical
infrastructure

Promote the establishment
of CHM NFPs in all
Africa countries;

Promote the development
of websites in all African
CHM NFPs.

3 years

National CHM NFPs
and the CBD CHM
should assist countries
without CHM NFPs
and websites to find
sources of funding or
partnerships;

Offer advice on
technical issues;
Offer advice on
information
management.
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Annex 11
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
A. Governments Parties
Cameroon

Botswana

Ms. Sakhile Koketso

Project Officer

National Conservation Strategy Coordinating Agency
(NCSA)

Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism
Private Bag 0068

Gaborone

Tel: 237 390 2050

Fax: +267 390 2051

E-Mail: skoketso@gov.bw

Burkina Faso

Mr. Soumayila Bancé

Point Focal National de la Convention sur la Diversité
Biologique Ministére de 'Environnement et de I'Eau
01 B.P. 6486

Ouagadougou 01

Tel.: 226 312 464 / 313 166

Fax: 226316491 /3561 10
E-Mail: bancebo@faonet.bf

Burundi

Mr. Benoit Nzigidahera

Technical Director of Protected Areas
Institut National pour I'Environnement et la
Conservation de la Nature (INECN)
B.P. 2757

Bujumbura

Tel.: +257 40 30 32

Fax: +257 40 30 68

E-Mail: bozone@cbinf.com,
nzigidaherabenoit@yahoo.fr

Mr. Jean Celestin Tchouen

Ministry of Environment and Forestry
P.O. Box 3112

Yaoundé

Tel: +237 220 55 81/

Fax: +237 221 94 05

E-Mail: cbd.chmcam@camnet.cm

Chad

Mr. Klamadji Kodi Dadnadjih

Direction de Conservation de la Faune et Aires
Protegées

BP 905

N'djamena

Tel.:+235 52 23 05

Fax: +235 52 38 30

Email: biodiv@intnet.td

Comoros

Mr. Hachime Abderemane

Miistére du developpement/Direction générale de
I’Environnement

BP 514

Moroni

Tel.+269 73 62 22/730865

Fax+269 73 68 49

E-Mail: hachimea@snpt.km; hachimea@yahoo.fr
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Congo
Mr. Jean Colin Namedoum

Directeur de la Conservation des Ecoystémes
Naturels, Point Focal National CBD, Direction
Générale de I’Enviromment

Ministére de I’Economie forestiére et de
I’Environnement

B.P. 958

Brazzaville

Tel. : +242 58 07 50

Fax : +242 81 03 30

E-Mail : namedoum@yahoo.fr

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Mr. Benjamin Toirambe Bamoninga
SBSTTA and CHM Focal Point
PNUD

Tel.: +243 9954148

Fax: +243 34549/243 88 43675
E-Mail: be_toirambe@yahoo.fr

Djibouti

Mr. Aden Atteyeh Sougal

Ministére de ’habitat, de I’urbanisme de
I’Environnement et de I’aménagement du territoire
Direction de ’aménagement et de I’Environnement
B.P. 2091

Djibouti

Tel. : +253 35 10 20¢35 10 97

Fax : +253 3548 37

E-Mail : metade @internet.dj

Egypt

Mr. Tahjer Ahmed Issa

Director of National Biodiversity Information Unit
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

30 Misr/Helwan El-Zyrae Road

Maadi, Cairo

Tel.: +202 524 8792/527 1391

Fax: +202 524 8792

E-Mail: 1at20000@hotmail.com;
Aden_atteyeh@hotmail.com

Ethiopia

Mr. Tesfaye Woldeyes

Head

Environmental Information Centre
Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 12760

Addis Ababa

Tel.: +251 1 615 196/251 1 185
Fax: +251 1610 077

E-mail: gamtesfaye@yahoo.com

Gambia
Mr. Almamy Camara
Director

Department of Parks & Wildlife Management

Abuko Nature Reserve
Bantul

Tel.: +220 375 888

Fax: +220 392 179

E-Mail: wildlife@gamtel.em

Ghana

Mr. Eric Amaaning Okoree

Assistant Director

Ministry of Environment and Science
P.O. Box M232

Accra

Tel.: +233 21 666 049/233 21 662 264
Fax: +233 21 666 828

E-Mail: eriokor@yahoo.com

Guinea

Ms Hawa Diallo

Juriste, Chef de la Division

Direction Nationale de L’Environnement
B.P. 3118

Conakry

Tel.: +224 41 25 13/45 15 89

Fax: +224 41 49 13/45 15 89

E-Mail: chmdivbiodne@mirinet.net.gn




Kenya
Mr. Joseph Masinde

National Environment Management Authority

Tel.: +254 2 609027

E-Mail: josephmasinde@hotmail.com

Lesotho

Ms Qongqong Hoohlo

National Environment Secretariat
P.O. Box 52

Maseru

Tel.: +226 223 117 67

Fax: +226 223 101 94

E-Mail: ghoohlo@hotmail.com; lea@lea.org.ls

Liberia

Mr. Ben Turtur Donnie

Lead National Consultant
UNDP Liberia

Grand Central Station

P.O. Box 1608

New York, NY 10163

United States of America
E-Mail: bendonnie@yahoo.com

Madagascar
Ms Herivdolona Ralalarimanana

Ministére de I’Environnement
Rue Farafaty, B.P. 571
Ampandrianomby
Antananarivo 101

Tel. : +261 20 22 409 08/41359
Fax : +261 2022 419 19
E-Mail : minenv(@dts.mg
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Malawi

Ms Shamiso Najira

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Affairs

P. Bag 394

Lilongwe

Tel.: +265 1 771 111

Fax: +265 1 773 379

E-Mail: deau@sdnp.org.mw; shamiso_b@yahoo.com

Mali

Dr. Alamir Sinna Touré

Coordinateur de 1’¢laboration de la Stratégie nationale
et du Plan d’action

Cadre Institutionnel de la Gestion des Questions
Environnementales

B.P. 2357

Bamako

Tel. : +223 223 3463

Fax : +223 223 5867

E-Mail : astouremalinet.ml

Mauritania

Dr. Boubacar Diop

Coordinateur National de Biodiversité
Point Focal de la Direction de I’Environnement et de
I’aménagement rural

Ministére du Développement Rural et de
I’Environnement

B.P. 170

Nouakchott

Tel. : +222 5290115/6416051

Fax: +222 5258386

E-Mail: boubacardiop@hotmail.com

Morocco

Mr. Mostafa Madbouhi

Ministéere de I’ Aménagement du Territoire, de
I’Environnement et de 1’eau

36 av al Abtal-Agdal

B.P. 8970

Rabat

Fax : +212 37 77 0875

E-Mail : mosenvino@hotmail.com
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Mozambique
Ms Marta Mnjane

UICN

Rua Fernao e Castro 23

P.O. Box 4770

Sommershiel Maputo

Tel.: +258 1 490599/499547

Fax: +258 1 490812

E-Mail: martam.iucn@tvcabo.co.mz

Niger

Ms Ai Manou

SE/CNEDD

B.P. 10193

Niamey

Tel.: +227 722 559

Fax: +227 722 981

E-mail: biocnedd@intnet.ne

Rwanda

Mr. Alain Rwakunda

Ministéere des Terres, de la Réinstallation et de la
Protection de I’Environnement

B.P. 3502

Kigali

Tel. : +250 8 2628

Fax : +250 8 2629

E-Mail : alainrwak@yahoo.fr

Swaziland

Mr. Stephen M. Zuke

Senior Environment Officer
Ministry of Tourism, Environment and
Communications

Swaziland Environment Authority
P.O. Box 2652

Income Tax Bldg

Mblanbanyatsi By Pass Rd
Mbabane

Tel.: +268 404 6420

Fax: +268 404 1719/5415

E-Mail: seabiodiv(@realnet.co.sz

Seychelles
Ms Elvina Henriette

Ministry of Environment
Botanical Gardens, Mont Fleuri
P.O. Box 445

Victoria, Mahe

Tel.: +248 224 644

Fax: +248 224 500

E-Mail: ehenriette@seychelles.sc;
chm@seychelles.net

Sierra Leone

Mr. Andrew C.M. Baio

Lecturer, Bioresources Management
Institute of Marine Biology and Oceanography
Fourah Bay College

University of Sierra Leone

Mount Aureol

Freetown

Tel.: +232 76 604 879

Fax: +232 22 224 439

E-Mail: acimbaio@yahoo.com

Sudan

Dr. Balgis Osman

Higher Council for Environment and Natural
Resources

P.O. Box 10488

Khartoum

Tel.: +249 11 786 903/787 616

Fax: +249 11 787 617

E-Mail: balgis@yahoo.com

Togo
Mr. Koffi Edinam Dantsey

Ingénieur Agronome

Point Focal National Biodiversité/Biosecurité
Ministére de I’Environnement et des Ressources
Forestiéres

B.P. 4825

Lome

Tel. : +228 221 2897/221 0600; 228 225 9481
Fax: +228 221 03 33

E-Mail: koffidantsey@yahoo.fr




Tunisia
Mr. Nabil Hamada

Ministére de 1’ Agriculture, de I’Environnement et des

Ressources Hydroliques

Centre Urbain Nord

1080 Cedex Tunis

Tel. : +216 71 704 000

Fax : +256 41 530 134

E-Mail : hamadan az@yahoo.fr

Uganda
Mr. Herbert Tushabe

Manager, Biodiversity Data Bank

Makerere University

Institute of Environment and Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7298

Kampala

Tel.: +256 41 530 660

Fax: +256 41 530 134

E-Mail: htushabe@muienr.ac.ug

United Republic of Tanzania

Dr. Rose Rita Kingamkuo

Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology
P.O. Box 4302

Dar es Salaam

Tel.: +255 22 2700 752/45

Fax: +25522 277 5313/4

E-Mail: rkingamkono(@costech.or.tz;
rose5306(@yahoo.co.uk

Dr. R.B.M. Senzota
University of Dar es Salaam
Box 35064

Dar es Salaam

Tel.: +24 10 462/5

Mobile: +0744 29 1762
E-Mail: senzota@udsm.ac.tz
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Dr. Rumisha S. Maro

Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism
Forestry and Beekeeping Division

P.O. Box 426

Dar es Salaam

Tel.: +25522 2111061/4

Fax: +255 22 286 5165

E-Mail: forestry@africaonline.co.tz;
rumisha@hotmail.com

Dr. Shaaban Mwinjaka

Vice President's Office

IPS Building, 1st Floor

Samora Avenue and Azikiwe Street
P.O. Box 5380

Dar es Salaam

Tel.: +255 22 211 3983

Fax: +25522 212 5297

E-Mail: srmwinjaka@hotmail.com,
sotchair@africaonline.co.tz

Zimbabwe

Mr. Abisai Mafa

Registrar

Biosafety Research Council of Zimbabwe
76 Samora Machel Avenue

P.O. Box 09294, Causeway

Harare

Tel.: +263 4 253 520/2/3

Fax: +263 4 726 808/860

E-Mail: mafa@zarnet.ac.zw

B. Donor Parties

Government of Belgium

Mr. Han de Koeijer

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Rue Vautier 29

1000 Brussels

Tel: 32 2 627 4267

Fax: 322 627 4191

Email: han.dekoeijer@naturalsciences.be
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C. United Nations and specialized agencies

UNDP — Drylands Development Centre
Ms. Dianna Kopansky

Programme Specialist

UNDP

Drylands Development Centre

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Tel.: +254 2 624643

Fax: +254 2 624648

E-Mail: dianna.kopansky@undp.org

United Nations Environment Programme
Dr. David Duthie

Project Management Officer

Biodiversity Enabling Activities

Division of GEF Coordination

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Tel: 254 20 623717

Fax: 254 20 624268

Email: david.duthie@unep.org

Mr. Charles Sebukeera

Programme Officer

African Environment Information Network
DEWA/UNEP

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi 00100

Kenya

Tel.: +254 2 623 785

Fax: +254 2 624 309

E-Mail: charles.sebukeera@unep.org

UNDP- Equator Initiative
Ms. Jen Roynon

Programme Assistant
Drylands Development Center
UNDP- Equator Initiative
Tel.: +254 2 622 710

Fax: +254 2 624 648

E-Mail: jen.roynon@undp.org

Mr. Sean Khan

Programme Officer/Knowledge Management
Division of Early Warning

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Tel.: +254 2 623271

Fax.:+254 2 624041

Email: sean.khan@unep.org

D. Inter-governmental organizations

Africa Environment Information Network
Mr. Christopher Ambala
Consultant
Africa Environment Information Network
UNEP
P.O.Box 30522
Nairobi 00100
Kenya
Tel.: +254 2 623 818
Fax: +254 2 624 309
E-Mail: chris.ambala@unep.org

Dr. Sarah A. Simons

Deputy Director

CAB International

Africa Regional Centre

Global Invasive Species Programme
P.O. Box 633, Village Market
Nairobi

Kenya

Tel.: +254 2 524 462

Fax: +254 2 522 150

E-Mail: S.Simons@CABI.ORG
Web: jasper.stanford.edu/GISP
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Commonwealth Secretariat
Dr. Tichaonezvi Ruredzo
Chief Programme Officer
Commonwealth Secretariat
Malborough House, Pall Mall
London SWN SHX

United Kingdom of Greater Britain and Northern
Ireland

Tel.: +44 20 747 6219

Fax: +44 870 133 4532
E-Mail: ruredzot@aol.com
Web: http://www.comsci.org

E. Non-governmental organizations

Nature Kenya/Birdlife International
Mr. Paul Matiku

Executive Director

Nature Kenya/Birdlife International
P.O. Box 44486

Nairobi 00100

Kenya

Tel.: 254 2 3749957

Fax: 254 2 3741049

E-Mail: director-naturekenya@mitsuminet.com,
office(@naturekenvya.org
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Annex 111

SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH KNOWLEDGE NETWORK (CKN)
AND CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM (CHM) OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL

DIVERSITY

Zomba, Malawi, 26-30 November 2001

THE ZOMBA STATEMENT

In the twenty-first century, advances in information and communication technologies have the
potential to build new and strengthen existing knowledge networks to promote and facilitate wealth
creation and the conservation of life on this planet. The Commonwealth Science Council (CSC)
recognizes the role these networks can play in the sharing and exchanging of information and knowledge
for socio-economic development throughout the Southern African region.

Within this region there is vast wealth of knowledge, both in the public and private domains
(within research institutes and universities, and also held by individuals, communities and private
companies). The full potential of this knowledge, however, remains unrealized.

Acting as a knowledge broker, the CKN/CHM can make full use of these knowledge resources,
and develop new programmes to assist the region in matching solutions to problems. It can also act as a
repository of knowledge to facilitate the development of joint initiatives and programmes by bridging
existing knowledge and information gaps which impede development and wealth creation in this region.
This initiative is a fundamental requirement for the elimination of poverty, conservation of biological
diversity and environmental protection.

The Southern Africa Regional Training Workshop on the CKN/CHM,

Acknowledging the vital contribution of indigenous knowledge systems, modern science and
technology in the conservation of resources and the enhancement of society’s developmental processes,

Realizing that CKN/CHM can provide solutions to development problems in the Southern Africa
region in various science, technology and related fields that influence development of nations,

Recognizing the need to conserve and sustainably use biological biodiversity,

Noting that building and managing the CKN/CHM can act as an effective conduit for flow of
knowledge information and communication,

Recognizing the tremendous potential that CKN/CHM have to solve development problems
among the Southern Africa countries in the best spirit of networking,

Recommends as follows:
(a) Commonwealth member countries in the Southern Africa region should nominate

national focal points (NFPs) for the CKN and CHM and establish national and regional CKN and CHM
nodes and committees to report to their respective main national implementing bodies;
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(b) Commonwealth member countries in the Southern Africa region should set up a joint
Southern Africa Technical Committee for the CKN and CHM (hereinafter referred to as —STCCC) and
should establish an electronic discussion group to support its work;

(©) Commonwealth member countries in the Southern Africa region should encourage the
establishment of electronic discussion groups for each respective committee to share and exchange
information;

(d) Commonwealth member countries in the Southern Africa region should establish national
and regional websites for CKN and CHM;

(e) Member countries should provide resources for both national and regional CKN and
CHM activities;
® CSC should assist member countries to seek funding from other international donors such

as Global Environment Facility (GEF), World Bank etc, for the establishment of CKN and CHM NFPs
and capacity building activities and projects;

(2) CKN and CHM NFPs should consider developing their respective information
dissemination mechanisms to make publicly available information on biodiversity and from other related
conventions and on science and technology issues;

(h) National and regional CKN/CHM NFP websites should use categories of information and
structure agreed upon during the CKN/CHM Malawi Workshop;

(1) CKN/CHM NFPs should develop information exchange standards and metadata between
national institutions and the CKN/CHM. NFPs should consider the additional benefits of developing these
standards and metadata at a regional level;

) National CKN/CHMs should endeavour to make biodiversity information openly
accessible. Access policy development should take into account intellectual property rights, indigenous
knowledge and the risk of damage to biodiversity resulting from unrestricted access to information;

k) CKN/CHM NFPs will need the capacity to gather, filter and authenticate information for
dissemination, and to set information exchange protocols to promote more effective exchange of
information within, between and among countries;

)] CKN/CHM NFPs should consider wherever possible disseminating information in all
national languages. Regional CHMs should endeavour to use all official regional languages for
disseminating, recognizing that translation must retain the original meaning of the information;

(m) CKN/CHM NFPs should plan to disseminate information by web, non-web (i.e., email,
file transfer protocol, etc.) and traditional (i.e., paper, fax, etc.) means to ensure equitable access to
information by all countries and stakeholders;

(n) Given the benefits of information disseminated by web-based systems, the CKN/CHM
should consider, where necessary, establishing web sites early in the establishment of national Internet
Infrastructure;

(o) CKN and CHM should share functions and resources where this brings complementarity
and economies of scale;
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(p) CKN/CHM NFPs, as a first step in implementation, should undertake an assessment of
the financial, institutional, human, technical and infrastructure capacities needed to administer
CKN/CHM functions;

) CKN/CHM NPFs as a second step in implementation should use their assessments to
develop a needs driven plan for establishing or enhancing their respective functions.

(r) CKN and CHM NFPs should monitor and review the implementation of the Zomba
CKN/CHM recommendations and should report on progress made to date through the regional
CKN/CHM focal point, and to the regional member of the CSC executive committee through the national
CSC member

Zomba, Malawi
30 November 2001



