
/… 
 For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number.  Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and not 

to request additional copies 

  

CBD
 

 

 
CONVENTION ON 
BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY 

 Distr. 
GENERAL 
 
UNEP/CBD/COP/8/INF/1 
23 February 2006 
 
ENGLISH ONLY 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE 
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Eighth meeting 
Curitiba, Brazil, 20-31 March 2006 
Item 22.4 of the provisional agenda* 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISM (ARTICLES 20 AND 21) 

Compilation of previous guidance given to the financial mechanism by the Conference of the Parties  

Note by the Executive Secretary 

1. In decision IV/11, paragraph 4, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to 
advise the Parties on matters relating to recommendations for further guidance to the financial mechanism.  
In response to this request, the Executive Secretary prepared a compilation of previous guidance contained in 
the documents UNEP/CBD/COP/5/13/Add.1, UNEP/CBD/COP/6/INF/3 and UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/1 for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth, sixth and seventh meetings respectively.  Following 
past practice, the Executive Secretary has once again prepared this compilation of previous guidance in order 
to facilitate the work of the Conference of the Parties on further guidance to the financial mechanism at its 
eighth meeting. 

2. The present compilation is organized by item of the provisional agenda for the eighth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties.  Under each agenda item where relevant guidance has been provided, relevant 
provisions are listed in the chronological order of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties, and a 
footnote is provided for each citation in order to facilitate easy cross-reference. 
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ITEM 10. THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY 

3. “The Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources ... [f]or capacity-building in 
biosafety, including for the implementation by developing countries of the UNEP International Technical 
Guidelines on Safety in Biotechnology.”1/ 

4. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or national capacity-building in biosafety, in particular for enabling 
effective participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House and in the implementation of the Action Plan for 
Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety proposed by 
the Intergovernmental Committee on Cartagena Protocol at its second meeting, and for other needs 
identified in the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee at its second meeting for assisting 
developing countries to prepare for the entry into force of the Protocol.”2 

5. “The Conference of the Parties... [D]ecides also upon the following eligibility criteria for funding 
by the Global Environment Facility:  

(a) All developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing 
States among them, and countries with economies in transition, including countries amongst these that are 
centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity, which are Parties to the Protocol, are eligible for 
funding by the Global Environment Facility in accordance with its mandate;  

(b) All developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing 
States among them, and countries with economies in transition, including countries amongst these that are 
centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity, which are Parties to the Convention and provide a clear 
political commitment towards becoming Parties to the Protocol, shall also be eligible for funding by the 
Global Environment Facility for the development of national biosafety frameworks and the development 
of national biosafety clearing-houses and other necessary institutional capabilities to enable a non-Party to 
become a Party. Evidence of such political commitment shall take the form of a written assurance to the 
Executive Secretary that the country intends to become a Party to the Protocol on completion of the 
activities to be funded.”3  

6. “The Conference of the Parties... [S]tresses that the provision of financial resources by the Global 
Environment Facility shall be for country-driven activities and programmes consistent with their national 
priorities and objectives.”4/ 

7. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites developed country Parties, Governments, the Global 
Environment Facility, other donor agencies and relevant organizations to provide financial support and 
other assistance to developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island 
developing States among them, and Parties with economies in transition, including countries amongst 
these that are centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity, to develop and implement capacity-
building activities, including organization of national, regional and inter-regional capacity building 
workshops and preparatory meetings.”5/  

                                                      
1/ Decision III/5, paragraph 2 (a). 
2/  Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (b). 
3/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 21. 
4/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 22. 
5/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 23. 
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8. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility to extend support for 
demonstration projects on implementation of the national biosafety frameworks to other eligible 
countries.”6/ 

9. “The Conference of the Parties... [U]rges the Global Environment Facility to ensure a rapid 
implementation of its initial strategy for assisting countries to prepare for the ratification and 
implementation of the Protocol, and to support capacity-building for the establishment of national 
components of the Biosafety Clearing-House in a flexible manner, and to provide additional support for 
the development and/or strengthening of existing national and regional centres for training; regulatory 
institutions; risk assessment and risk management; infrastructure for the detection, testing, identification 
and long-term monitoring of living modified organisms; legal advice; decision-making; handling of 
socio-economic considerations; awareness-raising and technology transfer for biosafety.”7 

10. “The Conference of the Parties... [N]otes that the role of the Global Environment Facility, in 
accordance with its mandate, in the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation 
of the Protocol, adopted by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety at its first meeting, includes:  

(a) Providing funding and other assistance to build necessary legislative and administrative 
frameworks, and for training in risk assessment and risk management;  

(b) Deciding on further areas for financial support for capacity-building in accordance with 
the identified priority needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition, responses 
to the questionnaires, the outcomes of inter-sessional workshops, and its previous pilot project on 
biosafety;  

(c) Implementing the GEF Strategy to Assist Countries to Ratify and Implement the Protocol 
on Biosafety;  

(d) Facilitating the provision of technical support; and  

(e) Facilitating the use of existing and developing regional networks.”8/ 

ITEM 14. ISLAND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

ITEM 15. BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF DRY AND SUB-HUMID LANDS 

11. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects which promote the conservation of biological 
diversity and sustainable use of its components in other environmentally vulnerable areas such as arid and 
semi-arid and mountainous areas.”9/ 

12. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [A]s a priority, for projects which: 
(ii) Implement the Convention's programme of work on biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, in 
accordance with decision V/23, through the development, review and implementation of its operational 
programmes, in particular, the operational programme on arid and semi-arid ecosystems.”10 

                                                      
6/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 24 
7/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 25 
8/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 26 
9/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (k) 
10 Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (b) (ii) 
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ITEM 16. GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE 

13. “The Global Environment Facility should… [p]rovide financial resources for country-driven 
activities within the context of its operation programmes to participate in the Global Taxonomy Initiative 
which take into account as appropriate, elements of the Suggestions for Action contained in the annex to 
decision IV/1 D.”11/ 

14. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [t]o continue promoting awareness 
of the Global Taxonomy Initiative in the relevant activities of the Global Environment Facility, such as 
the Country Dialogue Workshops, and to facilitate capacity-building in taxonomy, including in its 
Capacity Development Initiative.”12/ 

15. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [f]or national and regional taxonomic capacity-building, as a basis for 
implementing the programme of work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative, with particular attention to 
funding country-driven pilot projects identified under the Global Taxonomy Initiative, taking into 
consideration the special needs of least developed countries and small island developing States.”13/ 

16. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites Parties, other Governments, regional and international 
organizations to take full account of the importance of taxonomic capacities in achieving the goals of the 
Convention, to support taxonomic activities to attain the 2010 target, and to provide all necessary support 
to national, and where appropriate regional , taxonomic centres of research and expertise; and urges the 
Parties, other Governments and the Global Environment Facility, in accordance with its mandate, and 
other relevant funding organizations to provide adequate and timely support to developing countries to 
assist in the implementation of the Global Taxonomy Initiative, and for integrating taxonomic capacity-
building activities into thematic and cross-cutting programmes, including supporting activities and 
projects, such as, where appropriate, stand-alone capacity-building projects.”14/ 

ITEM 17. ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING (ARTICLE 15) 

17. “The Conference of the Parties... [u]rges the Global Environment Facility, along with 
Governments, regional economic integration organizations, and competent international, regional and 
national organizations, to support human and institutional capacity-building programmes for 
Governments, non-governmental organizations and local and indigenous communities, as appropriate, to 
promote the successful development and implementation of legislative, administrative and policy 
measures and guidances on access to genetic resources, including scientific, technical, business, legal and 
management skills and capacities”15/ 

18. “The Conference of the Parties... [r]equests the Global Environment Facility to examine the 
support of capacity-building projects for indigenous and local communities embodying traditional 
lifestyles related to the preservation and maintenance of their knowledge, innovations and practices 
relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity with their prior informed consent 
and their participation”16/ 

                                                      
11/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 2. 
12/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (k). 
13/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (f). 
14/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 7. 
15/ Decision III/5, paragraph 4. 
16/ Decision III/5, paragraph 5. 
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19. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or the implementation of the 
priority activities identified in the programme of work on Article 8(j) and related provisions, in 
accordance with decision V/16”17/ 

20. “The Global Environment Facility should... [p]rovide support for:  

(a) Stock-taking activities, such as, for example, assessments of current legislative, 
administrative and policy measures on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, evaluation of the 
strengths and weaknesses of a country's institutional and human capacity, and promotion of 
consensus-building among its different stakeholders; 

(b) Formulation of access and benefit-sharing mechanisms at the national, subregional and 
regional levels, including monitoring, assessment, and incentive measures;  

(c) Capacity-building on measures on access to genetic resources and sharing of benefits, 
including capacity-building on economic valuation of genetic resources; 

(d) Within biodiversity projects, other specific benefit-sharing initiatives such as support for 
entrepreneurial developments by local and indigenous communities, facilitation of financial sustainability 
of projects promoting the sustainable use of genetic resources, and appropriate targeted research 
components”18 

21. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or projects that will address the 
issue of access and benefit-sharing, in accordance with decision V/26”19/ 

22. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or projects that assist with the implementation of the Action Plan 
on Capacity-building for Access and Benefit-sharing in support of the implementation of the Bonn 
Guidelines on Access to Genetic Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing of the Benefit Arising out of 
their Utilization”20/ 

23. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]eiterates its guidance to the Global Environment Facility, as 
the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism of the Convention, to provide financial 
resources for country-driven projects based on national priorities that assist with the implementation of 
the Action Plan in support of the implementation of the Bonn Guidelines on Access to Genetic Resources 
and Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising out of their Utilization, and further requests the Global 
Environment Facility, in accordance with its mandate, to support capacity-building regarding the transfer 
of technologies which enables providers to fully appreciate and actively participate in benefit-sharing 
arrangements at the stage of granting access permits”21/ 

ITEM 18. ARTICLE 8(J) AND RELATED PROVISIONS 

24. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects that strengthen the involvement of local and 
indigenous people in the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components”22 

                                                      
17/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (i) 
18/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 8 
19/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (g) 
20/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (m) 
21/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 19 
22/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (j). 
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25. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [f]or the enhancement of national capacities for the establishment and 
maintenance of mechanisms to protect traditional knowledge at national and subnational levels, and for 
building the capacity of indigenous and local communities to develop strategies and systems for the 
protection of traditional knowledge”23 

ITEM 19. COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS (ARTICLE 13) 

26. “The Conference of the Parties... [r]equests the Global Environment Facility, in preparing 
projects..., to include in such projects... project components addressing ... [p]romotion of the 
understanding of the importance of, and measures required for, the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity”24/ 

27. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or capacity development for 
education, public awareness and communication in biological diversity at the national and regional levels, 
in accordance with decision V/17”25/ 

28. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or capacity development and country-driven projects prioritized in 
the Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness”26/ 

29. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility, in accordance with its 
mandate, and other donor organizations to provide funding to developing countries, particularly the least 
developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition for 
the implementation of their national communication, education and public-awareness programmes and 
activities”27/ 

ITEM 20. PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION AND ITS 
STRATEGIC PLAN INCLUDING THE 2010 TARGET AND THE 
CONVENTION’S CONTRIBUTION TO RELEVANT MILLENNIUM 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS  

30. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility, in accordance with its 
mandate, to provide adequate and timely support to developing country Parties, in particular the least 
developed countries and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in 
transition, as appropriate for the implementation of activities to achieve and monitor progress towards the 
goals and targets identified in the framework for evaluation of progress towards implementation of the 
Strategic Plan of the Convention, in accordance with decision VII/30”28/ 

31. “The Conference of the Parties... [U]rges Parties, Governments, international financial 
institutions, donors, and relevant intergovernmental organizations, as a contribution towards the 
Millennium Development Goals, to implement development activities in ways that are consistent with, 
and do not compromise, the achievement of the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and 
the 2010 target, including by improving environmental policies in relevant development agencies and 

                                                      
23/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (n). 
24/ Decision III/5, paragraph 6 (b). 
25/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (l). 
26/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (o). 
27/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 18. 
28/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 11. 
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sectors such as through integrating concerns relating to biodiversity and the Millennium Development 
Goals more directly into environmental impact assessments, strategic environmental assessments and 
other such tools, including at the national level through the national strategies for sustainable 
development and the poverty reduction strategies and programmes, and invites the Global Environment 
Facility to support capacity-building activities in developing countries for this purpose”29/ 

ITEM 20.2. IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGIES AND 
ACTION PLANS, CROSS-SECTORAL INTEGRATION OF BIODIVERSITY 
CONCERNS, AND OPTIONS FOR THE PROVISION OF INCREASED 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

32. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects and programmes that have national priority status and 
that fulfil the obligations of the Convention”30/ 

33. “The programme priorities are ... [D]evelopment of integrated national strategies, plans or 
programmes for the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components in 
accordance with article 6 of the Convention”31/ 

34. “The programme priorities are ... [s]trengthening conservation, management and sustainable use 
of ecosystems and habitats identified by national Governments in accordance with article 7 of the 
Convention”32/ 

35. “The programme priorities are ... [c]apacity-building, including human resources development 
and institutional development and/or strengthening, to facilitate the preparation and/or implementation of 
national strategies, plans for priority programmes and activities for conservation of biological diversity 
and sustainable use of its components”33/ 

36. “The Conference of the Parties... [r]equests the interim institutional structure operating the 
financial mechanism to facilitate urgent implementation of Article 6 of the Convention by availing to 
developing country Parties financial resources for projects in a flexible and expeditious manner”34/ 

37. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]equests the interim institutional structure to implement the 
relevant provisions of the following decisions: II/7 on consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the 
Convention, II/8 on preliminary consideration of components of biological diversity particularly under 
threat and action which could be taken under the Convention ...”35/ 

38. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [a]s a priority, for the elaboration, development, and revision as 
necessary, of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and for activities which assist their 
implementation consistent with guidance to the Global Environment Facility from the Conference of the 
Parties”36/ 

 

                                                      
29/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 13. 
30/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (a). 
31/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (b). 
32/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (c). 
33/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (e). 
34/ Decision II/6, paragraph 5. 
35/ Decision II/6, paragraph 11. 
36/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (a). 
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Item 22.2. Scientific and technical cooperation and the clearing-house mechanism (Article 18) 

39. “The programme priorities are ... [a]ctivities that provide access to other international, national 
and/or private sector funds and scientific and technical cooperation”37/ 

40. “The Conference of the Parties [r]equests the Global Environment Facility to explore the 
modalities of providing support through the financial mechanism to developing country Parties for 
capacity-building in relation to the operation of the clearing-house mechanism”38/ 

41. “The Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources ... [f]or supporting the 
following activities as critical components in the implementation of the clearing-house mechanism at the 
national, subregional and regional levels, including in the pilot phase, to which critical components the 
Global Environment Facility shall give effect by implementing its revised operational criteria for enabling 
activities in relation to the clearing-house mechanism as quickly as possible:  

(i) Capacity-building for the purpose of the clearing-house mechanism, including training in 
information systems technologies that will allow developing countries to take advantage of the recent 
developments in electronic communication, including the Internet;  

(ii) Country-driven pilot projects, focused on priority areas identified by the Conference of 
the Parties which would enable developing countries to begin to implement the main features of the 
pilot-phase of the clearing-house mechanism”39/ 

42. “The Global Environment Facility should... [i]n accordance with decision IV/2:  

(a) Support capacity-building activities and country-driven pilot projects focused on priority 
areas, as critical components in the implementation of the clearing-house mechanism at the national, 
subregional, biogeographic, and regional levels, both during and after the pilot phase;  

(b) Provide, as appropriate, increased support, in the framework of country-driven projects to 
promote the objectives of the Convention, to establish and strengthen biodiversity information systems 
such as, inter alia, training, technology and processes related to the collection, organization, maintenance 
and updating of data and information and its communication to users through the clearing-house 
mechanism; 

(c) Evaluate at the end of the clearing-house mechanism pilot phase the experience of the 
Global Environment Facility’s support for developing countries’ activities, to consider additional efforts 
to meet the increasing interest in taking part in and having access to the clearing-house mechanism, 
including in regional networking, and to report to the Conference of the Parties prior to the next meeting 
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice”40/ 

43. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or participation in the clearing-
house mechanism of the Convention, in accordance with decision V/14”41/ 

                                                      
37/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (h). 
38/ Decision II/6, paragraph 11. 
39/ Decision III/5, paragraph 2 (d). 
40/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 5. 
41/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (f). 
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Item 22.3. Transfer of technology and technology cooperation (Article 16) 

44. “The programme priorities are ... [i]n accordance with Article 16 of the Convention, and to meet 
the objectives of conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components, projects 
which promote access to, transfer of and cooperation for joint development of technology”42/ 

45. “The Conference of the Parties... [D]ecides that based on needs and priorities identified by 
developing country Parties and countries with economies in transition, the Global Environment Facility, 
in accordance with its mandate and in collaboration with other interested funding agencies, shall, as 
appropriate, provide adequate and timely financial support for the implementation of the programme of 
work on technology transfer and technological and scientific cooperation, consistent with Articles 16 to 
20 of the Convention, and in particular for:  

(a)  Building policy, legal, judicial and administrative capacity;  

(b)  Facilitating access to relevant proprietary technologies;  

(c)  Providing other financial and non-financial incentives for the diffusion of relevant 
technologies;  

(d)  Building capacities of, and empowering, indigenous and local communities and all relevant 
stakeholders with respect to access to and use of relevant technologies;  

(e)  Improving the capacity of national research institutions in developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition for the development of technologies, as well as for adaptation, diffusion and 
the further development of imported technologies consistent with their transfer agreement and 
international law including through fellowships and international exchange programmes;  

(f)  Supporting the development and operation of regional or international initiatives to assist 
technology transfer and cooperation as well as scientific and technical cooperation, including those 
initiatives designed to facilitate South-South cooperation and South-South joint development of new 
technologies and also such cooperation among countries with economies in transition”43/ 

Item 23. Monitoring progress and reporting processes, including integration of targets into the 
thematic programmes of work, national reporting and Global Biodiversity Outlook 

Framework for monitoring progress and for reviewing the programmes of work of the Convention 

46. “The programme priorities are ... [I]dentification and monitoring of wild and domesticated 
biodiversity components, in particular those under threat, and implementation of measures for their 
conservation and sustainable use”44/ 

47. “The Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources... [f]or capacity-building, 
including taxonomy, to enable developing countries to develop and carry out an initial assessment for 
designing, implementing and monitoring programmes in accordance with Article 7, taking into account 
the special need of small island States (Note:  The Conference of the Parties endorsed recommendation 

                                                      
42/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (f). 
43/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 12. 
44/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (d). 
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II/2 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, concerning capacity-
building for taxonomy)”45/ 

48. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [t]o strengthen capabilities to 
develop monitoring programmes and suitable indicators for biological diversity, in accordance with 
decision V/7”46/ 

49. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]ecognizes that the development and use of indicators, 
particularly in the development phase, requires a financial and technical commitment from Parties, and 
therefore requests the financial mechanism and encourages bilateral and multilateral funding agencies to 
assist developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among 
them, and countries with economies in transition through the provision of financial assistance and 
training, as required and as appropriate, to develop and implement effective biodiversity indicators”47/ 

National reporting 

50. “The Conference of the Parties... [u]rges the financial mechanism to make available financial 
resources to developing country Parties to assist in the preparation of their national reports”48/ 

51. “The Global Environment Facility should... [c]ontinue to provide financial assistance for the 
preparation of national reports, having regard to the constraints and needs identified by Parties in their 
first national reports, in accordance with decision IV/14”49/ 

52. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or the consultative processes 
referred to in paragraph 6 of decision V/19, which are aimed at assisting with the preparation of second 
national reports, taking into account the fact that the Conference of the Parties may develop guidelines for 
subsequent national reports”50/ 

53. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [i]n a timely manner, to eligible Parties for the preparation of national 
reports”51/ 

54. “The Conference of the Parties... [E]ncourages Parties, Governments, relevant bilateral, regional 
and multilateral organizations, and the Global Environment Facility to collaborate to strengthen the 
various capacities of Parties, particularly developing country Parties and countries with economies in 
transition, to prepare their future national and thematic reports”52/ 

55. “The Conference of the Parties... [F]urther encourages Parties, Governments, relevant bilateral, 
regional and multilateral organizations, and the Global Environment Facility, to analyse the progress of 
Parties, particularly developing country Parties and countries with economies in transition, in 

                                                      
45/ Decision III/5, paragraph 2 (b). 
46/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (j). 
47/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 4. 
48/ Decision II/6, paragraph 11. 
49/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 6. 
50/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (e). 
51/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (l). 
52/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 14. 
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implementing the Convention, in relation to those areas identified as a priority by those countries, in order 
to inter alia assist them in the preparation of their future national reports”53/ 

56. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]equests the Global Environment Facility to explore ways to 
expedite and simplify its procedures for allocating funds to the eligible countries to prepare their national 
reports to fulfil their reporting obligations under the Convention”54/  

57. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility to provide the 
necessary financial support to facilitate the preparation of the third national reports by the Parties”55/ 

ITEM 26.1. FOREST BIODIVERSITY 

58. “The Global Environment Facility should... [i]n accordance with decision IV/7 and with Article 7 
of the Convention and also within the context of implementing national biological diversity strategies and 
plans, provide adequate and timely financial support to Parties for projects and capacity-building 
activities for implementing the programme of work of forest biological diversity at the national, regional 
and subregional levels and the use of the clearing-house mechanism to include activities that contribute to 
halting and addressing deforestation, basic assessments and monitoring of forest biological diversity, 
including taxonomic studies and inventories, focusing on forest species, other important components of 
forest biological diversity and ecosystems under threat”56/ 

59. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [A]s a priority, for projects which: 
(iii) Assist in the implementation of the programme of work on forest biodiversity at the national, 
subregional and regional levels, and consider the operational objectives of the aforementioned programme 
of work as guidance for funding, in accordance with decision V/4”57/ 

60. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or country-driven projects focusing on the identified national 
priorities, as well as regional and international actions that assist the implementation of the expanded 
work programme considering conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its components and 
fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from genetic resources in a balanced way, underscoring the 
importance of ensuring long-term conservation, sustainable use, and benefit-sharing of native forests”58 

ITEM 26.2. BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF INLAND WATER ECOSYSTEMS 

61. “The Global Environment Facility should... [w]ithin the context of implementing national 
biological diversity strategies and action plans, provide adequate and timely support to eligible projects 
which help Parties to develop and implement national, sectoral and cross-sectoral plans for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity of inland water ecosystems in accordance with 
decision IV/4”59/ 

62. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support. … [F]or the implementation of 
capacity-building measures for developing and implementing national and sectoral plans for the 

                                                      
53/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 15. 
54/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 16. 
55/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 17. 
56/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 4. 
57/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (b) (iii). 
58/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (c). 
59/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 3. 
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conservation and sustainable use of inland water ecosystems, including comprehensive assessments of the 
biological diversity of inland waters, and capacity-building programmes for monitoring the 
implementation of the programme of work and the trends in inland water biological diversity and for 
information gathering and dissemination among riparian communities”60/ 

63. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or projects that assist with the implementation of the programme of 
work on biological diversity of inland water ecosystems”61/ 

ITEM 26.3. MARINE AND COASTAL BIODIVERSITY 

64. “The programme priorities are ... [P]rojects that promote the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity of coastal and marine resources under threat”62/ 

65. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [F]or capacity-building at the 
national, subregional and regional level to address the issue of coral bleaching within the context of 
implementation of the programme of work on marine and coastal biological diversity, in accordance with 
decision V/3”63/ 

66. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or country-driven activities aimed at enhancing capabilities to 
address the impacts of mortality related to coral bleaching and physical degradation and destruction of 
coral reefs, including developing rapid response capabilities to implement measures to address coral-reef 
degradation, mortality and subsequent recovery”64/ 

67. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility, other funding 
institutions, and development agencies to provide financial support for the implementation of the 
elaborated programme of work on marine and coastal biodiversity”65/ 

ITEM 26.4. AGRICULTURAL BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

68. “The Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources... [f]or supporting, as a 
priority, efforts for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to agriculture, in 
accordance with decision III/11”66/ 

69. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [A]s a priority, for projects which: 
(i) Implement the Convention's programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, in accordance with 
decision V/5, through the timely finalization and implementation of its operational programme on 
agricultural biodiversity, and through the development and implementation of other relevant operational 
programmes”67/ 

                                                      
60/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (n). 
61/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (i). 
62/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (k). 
63/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (d). 
64/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (e). 
65/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 3. 
66/ Decision III/5, paragraph 2 (c). 
67/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (b) (i). 
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70. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [F]or projects which assist with the 
development and implementation of the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use 
of Pollinators in Agriculture, in accordance with decision V/5”68/ 

71. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or projects that assist with the implementation of the Plan of Action 
for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators by developing 
country Parties, in particular, least developed countries and small island developing States”69/ 

72. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [T]o build capacity of developing country Parties, in particular least 
developed countries and small island developing States, to participate effectively in the preparatory 
process for the first Report on the State of World's Animal Genetic Resources”70/ 

ITEM 27.1. PROTECTED AREAS 

73. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]equests the Global Environment Facility, respecting national 
targets and priorities, to support the implementation of the programme of work, and in particular to:  

(a) In collaboration with other donors, encourage increased support to address the long-term 
financial sustainability of protected areas, including through different mechanisms and instruments, to 
help achieve the target of securing, by 2008, sufficient resources to meet the costs to effectively 
implement and manage national and regional systems of protected areas;  

(b) Further develop its portfolio on protected areas towards comprehensive, representative 
and effectively managed protected area systems addressing system wide needs; and  

(c) Support country driven early action by continuing to streamline its procedures and the 
provision of fast disbursing resources through expedited means”71 

ITEM 27.2. INCENTIVE MEASURES (ARTICLE 11) 

74. “The programme priorities are ... [i]nnovative measures, including in the field of economic 
incentives, aiming at conservation of biological diversity and/or sustainable use of its components, 
including those which assist developing countries to address situations where opportunity costs are 
incurred by local communities and to identify ways and means by which these can be compensated, in 
accordance with article 11 of the Convention”72/ 

75. “The Conference of the Parties... [r]econfirms the importance of the Global Environment 
Facility’s support for incentive measures, guidance for which was contained in annex I to decision I/2, 
paragraph 4, taking note of decision III/18”73/ 

76. “The Global Environment Facility should... [p]rovide adequate and timely support for the design 
and approaches relevant to the implementation of incentive measures, including, where necessary, 

                                                      
68/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (c). 
69/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (g). 
70/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (h). 
71/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 10. 
72/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (i). 
73/ Decision III/5, paragraph 3. 
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assessment of biological diversity of the relevant ecosystems, capacity-building necessary for the design 
and implementation of incentive measures and the development of appropriate legal and policy 
frameworks, and projects with components that provide for these incentives, in accordance with decision 
IV/10”74/ 

77. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or projects that incorporate 
incentive measures that promote the development and implementation of social, economic and legal 
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, in accordance with 
decision V/15”75/ 

78. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [F]or projects that assist with the implementation of the programme of 
work on incentive measures, taking into consideration the specific circumstances of countries, in 
particular, least developed countries and small island developing States”76/ 

ITEM 27.3. ALIEN SPECIES THAT THREATEN ECOSYSTEMS, HABITATS OR 
SPECIES (ARTICLE 8(H)) 

79. “The Global Environment Facility should… [p]rovide adequate and timely support for 
country-driven projects at national, regional and subregional levels addressing the issue of alien species in 
accordance with decision IV/1 C”77/ 

80. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support… [f]or activities to implement the 
Global Invasive Species Programme, in accordance with decision V/8”78/ 

81. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources … [a]s a priority, for projects that assist with the development and 
implementation, at national and regional levels, of the invasive alien species strategies and action plans 
called for in paragraph 6 of decision V/8, in particular those strategies and actions related to 
geographically and evolutionarily isolated ecosystems, paying particular attention to the needs of least 
developed countries and small island developing States, including needs related to capacity-building”79 

82. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility, in accordance with its 
mandate, other funding institutions and development agencies to provide financial support to developing 
countries, in particular the least develop countries and small island developing States among them, and 
countries with economies in transition, to assist in the improved prevention, rapid response and 
management measures to address threats of alien invasive species”80 

                                                      
74/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 7. 
75/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (h). 
76/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (j). 
77/ Decision IV/13, paragraph 1. 
78/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (m). 
79/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (k). 
80/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 9. 
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ITEM 27.4. IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

ITEM 27.5. LIABILITY AND REDRESS 

ITEM 27.6. BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

83. “The Conference of the Parties... [R]equests the financial mechanism, in accordance with its 
mandate, and invites other sources to provide financial support to developing country Parties, in particular 
the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in 
transition, where appropriate, for:  

(a) Country-driven activities, including pilot projects, aimed at projects related to ecosystem 
conservation, restoration of degraded lands and marine environments and overall ecosystem integrity that 
take into account impacts of climate change;  

(b) Assistance in capacity-building with the aim of increasing the effectiveness in addressing 
environmental issues through their commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification, inter alia, by applying the ecosystem approach;  

(c)  Assistance in developing synergy-oriented programmes to conserve and sustainably 
manage all ecosystems, such as forests, wetlands and marine environments that also contribute to poverty 
eradication”81  

Global strategy for plant conservation 

84. “The Global Environment Facility as the institutional structure operating the financial mechanism 
shall provide financial resources ... [f]or country-driven capacity-building activities by developing 
country Parties, in particular, least developed countries and small island developing States among them, 
for the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation”82/ 

Ecosystem approach 

85. “The Global Environment Facility should provide support … [f]or projects utilizing the 
ecosystem approach, without prejudice to differing national needs and priorities which may require the 
application of approaches such as single-species conservation programmes, in accordance with decision 
V/6”83/ 

86. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites the Global Environment Facility, in accordance with its 
mandate, and other funding institutions and development agencies to provide financial support for the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach, in accordance with decision VII/11”84/ 

                                                      
81/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 6. 
82/ Decision VI/17, paragraph 10 (d). 
83/ Decision V/13, paragraph 2 (a). 
84/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 5. 
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Mountain ecosystems 

87. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects which promote the conservation of biological 
diversity and sustainable use of its components in other environmentally vulnerable areas such as arid and 
semi-arid and mountainous areas”85/ 

Sustainable use 

88. “The Conference of the Parties... [I]nvites Parties and Governments, in collaboration with the 
Global Environment Facility and other relevant organizations, including the private sector, to develop and 
transfer technologies and provide financial support to assist in the implementation of the Addis Ababa 
Principles and Guidelines at the national level to ensure that the use of biological diversity is 
sustainable”86/ 

Other subjects 

89. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects that promote the sustainability of project benefits; that 
offer a potential contribution to experience in the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use 
of its components which may have application elsewhere;  and that encourage scientific excellence”87/ 

90. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects that promote the conservation and/or sustainable use 
of endemic species”88/ 

91. “The programme priorities are ... [p]rojects aimed at the conservation of biological diversity and 
sustainable use of its components which integrate social dimensions including those related to poverty”89/ 

92. “The Conference of the Parties... [r]equests the Global Environment Facility, in preparing 
projects..., to include in such projects... project components addressing: [t]argeted research which 
contributes to conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components including 
research for reversing current trends of biodiversity loss and species extinction”90/ 

----- 

                                                      
85/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (k). 
86/ Decision VII/20, paragraph 8. 
87/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (g). 
88/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (l). 
89/ Decision I/2, annex I, paragraph 4 (m). 
90/ Decision III/5, paragraph 6 (a) 


