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RECENT COOPERATION AGREEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR BIODIVERSITY 2011-2020 

Note by the Executive Secretary  

The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith, for the information of participants in the 
eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the text of bilateral agreements reached with FAO, the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the United Nations 
Environment Programme and the UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Center in support of the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
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Visit of the CBD Executive Secretary to FAO, 16-17 May 2012 

Biodiversity for Food Security and Sustainable Production: 
Potential for further enhanced cooperation between FAO and CBD 

FAO and CBD have established a close and productive working relationship. FAO is the Convention’s lead partner 
for the implementation of the Programme of Work on Agricultural Biodiversity, established in 1996, especially in 
the field of the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources and species that maintain ecosystem 
services such as pollination, soil fertility and pest control,  and also supports activities in forests, fisheries, 
bioenergy, nutrition, biosecurity (in relations to invasive alien species and GMOs) among others. This is reflected in 
a Memorandum of Cooperation with FAO,  a joint workplan between the secretariat  of  the CBD, FAO and its  
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, as well as MOCs with the secretariats of the 
International Treaty on PGRFA and the IPPC.  

With the adoption at COP-10, in Nagoya in October of 2010, of The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 
the Aichi Biodiversity Targets as well as the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization,  the CBD has entered in a phase of implementation. 
There is both a potential and a need for further enhanced collaboration.   

Achievement of the Aichi targets will require biodiversity to be mainstreamed into all relevant sectors. The 
agriculture, fisheries, forestry and rural development sectors are key in this regard. FAO as the UN’s primary 
agency for these matters provides both the technical expertise and the normative frameworks for these sectors.  

At the same time, greater consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem services can help to address the two major 
failings of the contemporary food system – persistent hunger and the unsustainability of many production systems 
impacting on livelihoods and well being of indigenous and local communities.  

The further mainstreaming of biodiversity into the food and agriculture sectors benefits biodiversity,  food security 
and livelihoods: by addressing some of the key drivers of biodiversity loss and by seizing opportunities for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity to contribute to the long-term sustainable intensification and 
increase of food production in a period of changing climate including building a more sustainable consumption 
patterns  through inter alia government procurement.  These can be promoted building on the “Save and Grow” 
approach.  

The CBD would therefore like to explore an enhanced partnership with FAO along the following objectives: 

1. Further integrate biodiversity concerns into  the food and agriculture work at country, sub-regional and 
regional levels. FAO has offices in most developing countries, as well as sub-regional and regional offices. These 
relate directly with ministries of agriculture, forests, fisheries and rural development and are a potential channel 
for integrating biodiversity concerns into these sectors. A message from the DG to his representatives at these 
levels could draw attention to the possible contribution of the food and agriculture sectors to the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets through national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and also highlight the contribution of biodiversity 
(particularly at ecosystem and genetic levels) to FAO’s food and nutrition security as well as sustainability goals. 
FAO and the CBD could work together to develop a guidance note that could be made available by Director-
General to country, sub-regional and regional offices. CBD would encourage its national focal points to liaise with 
their counterparts that relate to FAO.  

2. Explore the role of COFI, COFO, COAG and CFS to encourage uptake of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-
2020 (and Aichi Biodiversity Targets) in the sectors represented in these bodies. For example, conservation and 



sustainable use of biodiversity can contribute to food security and to enhanced sustainability in terrestrial and 
marine environments. Some examples of the potential areas for cooperation in this regard are: 

 formalization of technical guidance on reducing risk from potentially invasive fish species (COFI); 

 incorporation of biodiversity-related matters into consideration of food security (CFS); incorporation of 
biodiversity-related matters into discussions and guidance for sustainable production systems (COAG, 
COFI and COFO). 

3. Further integrate biodiversity concerns into FAO’s assessment, perspectives and monitoring.  FAO’s economic 
division carries out regular projections, using economic models. There is a potential to strengthen in these 
assessments the role of biodiversity and ecosystem services as both additional opportunities and additional 
constraints on production increases.  FAOs Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture  is engaging 
in a first report of the State of the World’s on Biodiversity for food and agriculture that is also a contribution to the 
Strategic Plan and the UN Decade on Biodiversity. FAO hosts important data basis that can assist in the monitoring 
of the implementation of the Aichi Targets related to the food and agriculture sectors.  

4. Working towards joint work on biodiversity for food and nutrition security, building on many existing initiatives 
in both FAO (Sustainable intensification; State of the world’s biodiversity for food and agriculture; fisheries; 
forestry; nutrition) and CBD (POW on agricultural biodiversity, including cross-cutting initiatives of soil biodiversity, 
pollinators, nutrition; POW on Protected Areas, Global Biodiversity Outlook Reports; work on Aichi targets), this 
could examine and promote, inter alia: 

 The contribution of genetic resources to food security (quantity, quality, availability, including 
sustainability), with enhanced attention to in situ conservation (on farm and in protected areas); 

 The contribution of other aspects of biodiversity to food and nutrition security (e.g.: through pollinators, 
soil biota, other species that underpin ecosystem services); 

 Opportunities for biodiversity to contribute to enhanced nutrition (dietary diversity), and to livelihoods 
and income generation. 

Such actions could help address the various dimensions of food security – productivity and stability of supply, 
access to food, and nutritional quality.  

4. Cooperating on the development, implementation and dissemination of legal, policy and administrative 
frameworks for access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their 
utilization, in line with the Nagoya Protocol and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture as well as the ongoing work of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.  

 
























































































