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CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Twelfth meeting

Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, 6-17 October 2014

Item 30 of the provisional agenda*
Improving the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention and its Protocols

Note by the Executive Secretary

I. 
INTRODUCTION

1. The Conference of the Parties, in decision XI/10, requested the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau, to prepare a proposal on improving the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention and its two Protocols, including the periodicity of meetings until 2020, the organization of intersessional work, and the organization of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the two Protocols, for consideration by the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting.

2. The note by the Executive Secretary on the matter, presented to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, at its fifth meeting (UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/12), set out a number of options to improve the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention and its two Protocols, related to intersessional work, the organization of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and the meetings of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocols, and other issues related to the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention and its Protocols and suggested recommendations for the Working Group to consider.
3. The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention prepared recommendation 5/2, containing a draft decision for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting (see UNEP/CBD/COP/12/1/Add.2, item 30).

4. The Working also requested the Executive Secretary to prepare for the consideration by the Conference of the Parties, in the context of the draft decision:

(a) Terms of reference for a subsidiary body on implementation to replace the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention; 
(b) A plan for the concurrent organization in a two-week period of subsequent meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol; 
(c) A proposal for voluntary peer‑review of the preparation and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans.
5. These three tasks are addressed in the following three addenda, respectively: UNEP/CBD/COP/12/25/Add.1; UNEP/CBD/COP/12/25/Add.2 and UNEP/CBD/COP/12/25/Add.3.
6. Documents UNEP/CBD/COP/12/25/Add.1 and UNEP/CBD/COP/12/25/Add.2 are also made available for the consideration of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol at their seventh meeting and the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol at their first meeting.

_____
* UNEP/CBD/COP/12/1/Rev.1.





