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The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing 

 

The following simplified overview of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing is 

provided for the information of participants. Full details of the protocol are available at: 

https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12267.  

 

There are two general implications of the Protocol regarding science: (i) on procedures for 

scientific access to, and use of, genetic resources irrespective of the purpose (for example, the 

collection and use of genetic materials, such as specimens etc., by all research); and (ii) the role 

of science in underpinning implementation of the Protocol itself and generating benefits (for 

example, identification/characterisation of genetic resources, biotechnology applications etc.).  

The first is an immediate impact of the Protocol (once in force) whilst the second largely involves 

the longer-term application of current science and its future development (noting that much 

scientific work in this area is already ongoing).  

 

Another potential topic that might be considered is the role of the Advisory Bodies of the 

Biodiversity Related Conventions in promoting the ratification and implementation of the 

Protocol. It might be noted that the Protocol entering into force and becoming operational is 

reflected in the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity (2011-2020) as target 16 of the Aichi biodiversity 

targets.   

 

The meeting may wish to consider any action necessary in these regards, and any others 

identified, in the context of the role of the CSAB.  
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