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The world’s drylands 



Challenges in drylands 

o Desertification, land degradation, drought 

o Poverty and food insecurity 

o Climate change 

o Biodiversity loss 

o Lack of technical capacity for sustainable 
 management and restoration 

o Lack of investment and lack of 
understanding of their importance and 
vulnerability 

Potential  of restoration to address 
simultaneously these challenges 



The process 

• Desk research 

• International workshops (Konya, Dakar)  

• Monitoring tool 

• Feedback on draft versions by experts 

 

 



For whom?  

The guidelines are designed for: 

 

• Policy and Decision-makers 
(forestry and rural 
development) 

• Restoration practitioners 
(officers, technicians, NGOs) 



In a nutshell 

1. Introduction 

2. Drylands and the benefits of 
restoration 

3. Guidelines for policy and other 
decision –makers: establishing a 
strong enabling environment 

4. Guidelines for practitioners: 
restoration in action 

5. Monitoring and evaluation 

6. Case studies 

7. The Way Forward 

 



Guidelines for policymakers & other 
decision-makers 

• Enable and invest in assessment and monitoring  

• Address drivers of land degradation by engaging in 
cross-sectoral dialogue and planning at the 
landscape level 

• Enable and invest in capacity assessment and 
development 

• Improve the supply of, and access to, plant 
reproductive material for restoration 

• Improve the governance and policy framework 

• Create the right conditions for investment and 
resource mobilization for restoration 

• Encourage knowledge, research, learning and 
experimenting 
 



Guidelines for practitioners 



Guidelines for practitioners 

 

 

 

• Plan and choose the most 
cost-effective restoration 
strategies 

• Protect and manage 

• Promote natural 
regeneration 

• Plant where and when 
necessary 

 



Guidelines for practitioners 

 

 

 

If planting: 

• Right species in the right 
place selected by local 
communities 

• Preferably native species 
with multipurpose use (trees, 
shrubs and grasses) 

• Adapted genetic material 

• Maximize species and genetic 
diversity 

• Nursery techniques 

• Planting period and density 

 



Monitoring and evaluation 

 

 

• Monitoring as part of 
adaptive management 

• Monitoring starts at the 
planning phase (baseline) 

• Participation of all 
stakeholders in monitoring 

• Consistently monitor, 
evaluate, and share 
lessons learnt 

 

 



Monitoring and Reporting Tool for Forest 
and Landscape Restoration 

Why the tool? 
 
 Comprehensive Reporting on FLR 
initiatives in countries and worldwide;  

 Monitoring progress and impacts of 
such initiatives  

 Capturing case studies and lessons 
learned 

 Supporting users in the design of their 
projects 

 
 



 

 

 

 
• On-line questionnaire to be filled in by 

leaders, managers of restoration 
programmes and projects 

• A quick and easy tool  

• Easily understandable even by non-
specialists 

• Provides a harmonised reporting system 

• Facilitates the sharing of know-how and 
lessons learnt 

Monitoring and Reporting Tool for Forest 
and Landscape Restoration 



The Way Forward 

• Translation into French 

• Available on line : 
www.fao.org/forestry/aridzone 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/aridzone


z Policy Framework for SFM 

www.fao.org/forestry/climatechange 

 
 

 FAO: Programa Bosques y Cambio Climático 



Directrices sobre cambio climático 
para gestores forestales 

o Ayudar a los responsables del manejo forestal a 
evaluar y responder mejor a los retos y 
oportunidades del CC a nivel de la unidad de 
manejo forestal 

o Servir de guía ú orientación para identificar, 
evaluar y priorizar acciones de reajuste de 
planes y prácticas de manejo forestal, como 
respuesta y en anticipación al CC 





Opciones de manejo con potencial para reducir la vulnerabilidad, 
aumentar la resiliencia y permitir la adaptación al cambio climático y a la 
variabilidad del clima 

Riesgos o impactos sobre la  

o Productividad de los bosques 

o Biodiversidad 

o Disponibilidad y calidad del agua 

o Incendios 

o Plagas y enfermedades 

o Fenómenos climáticos extremos 

o Aumento del nivel del mar 

o Consideraciones económicas, sociales e institucionales 
 



Atención a diversas partes interesadas 



Respuestas del manejo ante el cambio climático 



Un marco de 
referencia para 
las actividades 
de mitigación 



FAO - FLR Knowledge Platform  

Towards a joint toolbox, or package of methodological 
approaches and tools, aimed at supporting countries 
commitments for monitoring FLR 

 Tools, methods and applications to provide support to 
countries' restoration targets in multiple action areas   (DRAFT 
prepared by FAO-FLRM, March 2016)  

Topics searched:   

o Integrated land-use planning 

o Assessment of landscape degradation/deforestation & restoration 

      opportunities 

o Economic & financial analysis of restoration  

o Monitoring & evaluation of FLR 

o Capacity development & extension  

o Case studies 




