
         

U
N

IT
IN

G
 T

H
E

 O
R

G
A

N
IC

 W
O

R
L
D

 

         

Footer 

 
1 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 

Organic agriculture – improved value chains  
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A viable food future.  The Development Fund, Norway, 2011 
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Summing Up the Di erence – Chain vs. Web

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

50%

30%

12.5%
7.5%

Peasants Feed at Least 70% of the World’s Population

Share of world’s cultivated 

food produced by peasants

Share of urban food produced 

by city-dwelling peasants

Share of world’s food that comes 

from hunting/gathering

1

Share of world’s food 

that comes from the 

industrial food chain

Questions for the Food and Climate Crises. ETC Group, 2009.  
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80 million ha of organic certified land 
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Source: FiBL-IFOAM Survey 2012, based on data from governments, the private sector and 

certifiers.  
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Organic market growth worldwide 

Market Growth Rates
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Presented at: BioFach Congresss 2012, Messezentrum Nürnberg, Germany, Feburary 15, 2012

Sahota, 2012 
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         The ten countries with the highest per capita 

consumption of organic products 2010 

Source: FiBL-AMI Survey 2012, based on data from governments, the private sector and 

market research companies.  
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Distribution of organic producers by region 2010 

Source: FiBL-IFOAM Survey 2012, based on data from governments, the private sector and 

certifiers.  
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Some misconceptions about organic agriculture 

• It is organic by default 

• Organic products are aimed at a niche market for the 

wealthy 

• Certification is expensive and  bureaucratic 

• Organic agriculture does not protect the environment and 

biodiversity 
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Export-oriented smallholder agriculture is 

the most regulated agricultural sector, with 

compulsory and voluntary certifications 
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         Types of organic agriculture according  

to the guarantee system: 

 

 Third-party certification (based on ISO 65) 

Third-party certification - exception for smallholder groups 

 Participatory guarantee system (PGS) 

 Public or semi-public certification 

 Public supervision of smallholder groups 

 Direct sales 

 Non certified  

 

The challenge is to increase the number of farmers 

integrated to improved value chains at the local, regional, 

national and international levels – the smaller the level the 

higher the potential impact on biodiversity and food security. 
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De Ponti et al, 2012. The crop yield gap between organic and conventional agriculture  
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UNCTAD-UNEP. 2008. Organic Agriculture and Food Security in Africa.  
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Questions for the Food and Climate Crises. ETC Group, 2009.  
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Productive farms can be 'greener than organic’ 

Highlights 

► It is important to include the opportunity costs of land use in agricultural 

Life Cycle Assessments. 

► Integrated farming has potential to reduce negative environmental 

impacts. 

► Land sparing can have higher biodiversity benefits than organic 

farming. 

► GHG mitigation potential of various farming practices is quantified. 

► Recycling of nutrients can mitigate GHG emissions. 

16 

Tuomisto et al, 2012. Comparing energy balances, greenhouse gas balances and biodiversity impacts of 

contrasting farming systems with alternative land uses 

 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120214_1.html
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Huanuco, Peru: The oldest organic Saturday market in the country 
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Organic Agriculture and Biodiversity    

   

January 7, 2002 

The 2000 IUCN Red List of threatened species of the world highlights 

habitat loss as the main threat to biodiversity, with agricultural activities 

affecting 70 per cent of all threatened bird species and 49 per cent of all 

plant species. However, despite agriculture being responsible for such 

well-documented losses in biodiversity, it can also provide a tool for 

biodiversity conservation if policies and approaches, which combine 

agricultural production and biodiversity conservation, can be defined and 

implemented…   
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Sustainability in organic agriculture 

 

• Ecofunctional intensification 

• Beyond input substitution 

• Environmental impact: water! 

• Social standards 

• Biodiversity conservation 

www.natureandmore.com 


