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1. Opening and registration 

The Meeting of the Liaison Group on Bushmeat will be held in Buenos Aires from Thursday, 15 October to Saturday, 17 October 2009.  
The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, 15 October 2009, and registration will take place at the venue of the meeting from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. the same day.  
2. Venue
The meeting will be held at: 

Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable

San Martín 451, C1004AAI 
C. de Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Telephone:  + 54-11-4348-8200

Fax :  +54-11-4348-8300

Web site:  http://www.ambiente.gov.ar/  
3. Working language of the meeting
The meeting will be held in English. 
4. Documents
[image: image11.wmf]Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the pre-session documents for the meeting as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the meeting.  Pre-session documents are available on the Secretariat’s web site at:

http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=LGB-01 
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5. General information on access to Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Buenos Aires is serviced by the Ministro Pistarini International Airport (Ezeiza).  The airport is situated in Ezeiza, about 37 km southwest of the city centre.

Taxis are available for travel to the city of Buenos Aires by identified taxis and private cars called “remises” or by private buses located outside terminals A and B, the cost of travel to the city centre is approximately US $20 - US $25 and should take approximately 30-40 minutes.  More information regarding transportation can be found at the following links:  
For taxis and private cars:  http://www.aa2000.com.ar/eea_lys_taxisyremises.aspx.  
For buses and shuttles:  http://www.aa2000.com.ar/eea_lys_buses.aspx. 
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6. Visa information  

Information on visa related issues is available on the website of the Government of the Republic of Argentina at:  http://www.argentina.gov.ar/argentina/portal/paginas.dhtml?pagina=1245.  
Participants requiring an entry visa for Argentina are advised to contact the nearest Argentinean Diplomatic/Consular representations in order to secure, in a timely manner, the required entry visa, prior to departure.  A listing of Argentinean Diplomatic/Consular representations can be found at the following link:  http://www.cancilleria.gov.ar/portal/repre_argentinas/repre_argentinas.html (available in Spanish only).  It should be noted that some airlines will deny boarding in the absence of a valid visa.
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WHOSE CITIZENS DO NOT REQUIRE VISAS IN ORDER TO ENTER ARGENTINA AS VISITORS (AS LISTED ON THE WEBSITE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARGENTINA) 

Citizens of the following countries and territories do not require a visa to visit or transit Argentina:

	Australia
	Ecuador
	Italy
	Poland

	Austria
	El Salvador
	Japan
	Portugal

	Belgium
	Estonia
	Latvia
	Romania

	Bolivia
	Finland
	Lithuania
	Slovakia

	Brazil
	France
	Luxembourg
	Slovenia

	Bulgaria
	Germany
	Malta
	South Africa

	Canada
	Greece
	Mexico
	Spain

	Chile
	Guatemala
	Netherlands
	Sweden

	Colombia
	Honduras
	New Zealand
	Sweden

	Costa Rica
	Hungary
	Nicaragua
	Switzerland

	Cyprus
	Iceland
	Norway
	United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland

	Czech Republic
	Ireland
	Panama
	United Stated of America

	Denmark
	Ecuador
	Paraguay
	Uruguay

	Dominican Republic
	Israel
	Peru
	Venezuela


7. Hotel information  
Sponsored participants
A block booking has been made for sponsored participants at Hotel Orly (details are in annex A below).  Kindly send arrival and departure details to Ms. Caroline Belair at caroline.belair@cbd.int to confirm your hotel reservation for the meeting.  

Non-sponsored participants
All non-sponsored must secure and/or confirm their room reservations individually.  Please refer to annex A for a list of indicative hotel room rates and coordinates within the vicinity of the meeting venue.  
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Further information on hotels in Buenos Aires is available at the following web-site:

http://www.turismo.gov.ar/eng/menu.htm 

8. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

The Hotel Orly accommodation will be paid for by the Secretariat for funded participants.  Sponsored participants will receive a portion of their DSA to cover incidentals on the first day of the meeting. 

9. Official language in Buenos Aires, Argentina
The official language in Argentina is Spanish.
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Weather and time zone information  

In October, temperatures in Buenos Aires usually range between a maximum of +23°C in the daytime and a minimum of +13°C at night.  The climate is rainy at this time of the year.  Current weather conditions can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/050/c00294.htm.

The standard time zone is GMT -2 hours.

11. Electricity

The electrical currents are 220 volts, 50 Hertz.  There are two type of plugs used in Argentina depending on the area and type of building.  The first plug has a grounding pin and two flat prongs forming a V-shape and the type of socket used is illustrated below.
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The second type is found in older buildings is two round pins and the type of socket is illustrated below.  
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12. Currency 

The currency in Argentina is the Pesos (ARS).  The current exchange rate as at 8 September 2009 is US $1 = ARS $3.85 and (Euro) 1 € = ARS $5.58.
13. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 

Annex A 
LIST OF HOTELS with indicative room rates in u.s. dOLLARS
Please note that rates are indicative and are subject to change.  Internet rates may differ from listed rates.
	HOTEL – FOUR STAR 
	ROOM RATES
	REMARKS

	1.  HOTEL PRESTANA
Carlos Pellegrini, nº 877

C1009ABQ Buenos Aires

Argentina

Tel:  +54-11-5239-1000 
Fax: +54-11-5239-1141

E-mail: reservas@pestanabuenosaires.com
Web site:   http://www.pestana.com/hotels/en/ 
	· Superior single or 


double: $140

· Executive single or 


double: $150


	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	2.  GRAND KING HOTEL

560 Lavalle

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 

Buenos Aires 1047, Argentina
Tel:  +54-11 4393 4012‎

Fax:  +54-11 4393 4112‎/4412/4052

Web site:  grandking.com.ar
	· Single standard:  $95.60
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	3.  TRYP HOTEL BUENOS AIRES

474 San Martin

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires C1004 Argentina

Tel:  +54-11-5222-9601‎/ 9600 

tryp.buenos.aires@solmelia.com
Web site: http://www.solmelia.com/hotels/argentina/buenos-aires/tryp-buenos-aires/home.htm 
	· Single or double: $151.25
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax, breakfast is included

	4.  AMERIAN BUENOS AIRES PARK

699 Reconquista

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 1003
Argentina
Tel:  +54-11-4317-5100‎

Fax:  +54-11-4317-5101/5032-5111/5100/5101‎

Web site:  amerian.com
	· Standard single: $157.55

· Special twin: $182.13
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	HOTEL – THREE STAR
	ROOM RATES
	REMARKS

	5.  WALDORF

450 Paraguay
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 1057, Argentina
Tel:  + 54-11-4312-2071

Web site:  waldorf-hotel.com.ar‎ 
	· Single or double: $80


	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	6.  ORLY

474 Paraguay
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires 1057, Argentina
Tel:  +54-11-4312-5344

Web site:  orly.com.ar
	· Double: $72

	Prices include Tax

	7.  HOTEL RECONQUISTA PLAZA

602 Reconquista

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 1003
Argentina
Tel:  +54-11-4311-4600‎

Fax:  +54-11-4311-3302‎
Web site: reconquistaplaza.com.ar
	· Single or double: $127.05
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	HOTEL – THREE STAR (continued)
	ROOM RATES
	REMARKS

	8.  SARMIENTO SUITES

674 Sarmiento

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 1041
Argentina
Fax:  +54-11-4393-8997‎/8993/8987/

Fax:  +54-11-4393-8997 Ext. 203‎

Web site:  sarmientosuites.com.ar
	· Single: $90.75
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax

	9.  EUROSTARS CONCORDE HOTEL

25 de Mayo Lumber 630

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 1002
Argentina
Tel:  +54-11-4313-2018‎

Fax:  +54-11-5128-9005/4313-2818

Web site:  concordehotel.com.ar
	· Single: $89.55
	Prices include VAT (21%) Tax
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Rate of exchange: US $1 = ARS $3.85 and (Euro) 1 € = ARS $5.58
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