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M UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME A
* PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT &g,aj
: » e
Cable Addresss  UNITERRA NAIROBI P. O. Box 30552
Telephone: (254 2) 621234 Nairobi, Kenya
Telefax: (254 2) 226886/226890
Telex: 22068 UNEP KE

Your Reference:
Qur Reference: 1 July 1994
Dear Mr. Ambassador,

The Executive Secretary of the Interim Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, Mrs. Angela Cropper, has brought to my attention your letter of 13 June 1994,
addressed to her.

I should like to state how much L-appreciate the efforts being made by your Government
to facilitate the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and have noted the
concerns you have expressed regarding financing of the preparatory process.

I must admit to some difficulty in either party to the agreement entering into formal
consultations with the Office of the Legal Coinsel of the United Nations, having regard to the
fact that the agreement does not provide for third party settlement of disputes. Nor dol
consider that there is any need to seek such advice.

Given the concern implied by your letter, Mr. Ambassador, I think it necessary to
clarify that I am satisfied that the terms of this agreement are being met by both parties to the
agreement. I hope it is also helpful to you to know that, in addition to meeting the costs of the
Interim Secretariat, the Government of Switzerland has borne the entire costs of the first session
of the Intergovernmental Committee, which allowed the sponsorship upon request of two
delegates from every developing country. It has also made available for the support of the
second session of the Committee a very generous grant which has allowed the Interim
Secretariat to finance the participation of 100 delegates from developing countries and countries
with economiesiin transition in this second session of the Committee.

Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my highest consideration.

G, A b/l

Elizabeth Dowdeswell
Under-Secretary-General

H.E. Femando M. Valenzuela,

Permanent Representative of Spain
to the United Nations

Geneva

Switzerland



